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COMING TO AMERICA
Michael F. Dwyer follows the jour-
ney of John and Alice Brutkowski
from Poland in 1912 to West Rutland.
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Bar Harbor Bank & Trust has award-
ed scholarships to new high school
grads, including Otter Valleyis own
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Letis get physical:
Fit Factory Fitness
Center to openin
Brandon this fall

BY STEVEN JUPITER
the closest
gyms to the Brandon/Pittsford area were in
either Rutland or Middlebury, making it in-
convenient to yt weight training and other
gym-based exercise into a weekly schedule.
But thatis going to change this fall when
Fit Factory Fitness Center opens in the
space formerly occupied by Upscale Resale
on Route 7 south of Brandon Village.

BRANDONGOFor vyears,

The entrepreneur behind the new gym

is Andy Doaner, a Brandon resident whois
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(See Fit Factory, Page 8)
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BLUE BUCKETS OF blg blueberries at Motheris Meadow blueberry farm on McConnell Road
in Brandon. After several years of careful prep work, the farm is now open for berry-picking.

Photos by Steven Jupiter

Motheris Meadow pick-your-own

blueberry farm opens in Brandon

BY STEVEN JUPITER

BRANDONGOEveryone has a favorite
way to enjoy fresh summer blueberries: pies,
pancakes, mufyns, jams, jellies, or just by
the handful. The pavor is one of the most
beloved hallmarks of a Vermont summer.
And picking the berries yourself is one of the
most beloved activities of the season in Ver-
mont as well.

And now thereis a new arrival on Bran-
donis blueberry scene: Motheris Meadow

pick-your-own blueberry farm on McConnell
Road. Itis four acres of some of the sweetest,
plumpest, juiciest blueberries around.

These are not the tiny fruits of wild bush-
es. Instead, these are the roly-poly fatboys of
specially cultivated varieties, expressly cho-
sen by proprietor Kitt Plummer, whois made
a career of fruit farming and who yrst plant-
ed these bushes in 2022 and had to let them
mature until this summer to offer the public a

(See Motheris Meadow, Page 3)

Neshobe Golf Club is no longer a éHidden Gemi

BY GEORGE FJELD

BRANDONONeshobe  Golf
Club hosted the 96th New Eng-
land Amateur Championship with
the best golfers in New England
competing over three days. Eli
Spaulding of Brunswick Golf
Club in Maine was the winner at
14 under par, with Neshobe mem-
bers and locals Lucas Politano in
fourth at 11 under and Walker Al-
len in tenth at 6 under. Spaulding
won the Maine Amateur earlier
this month and will play in the US
Amateur in August.

Politano made a charge on the
last 9 holes of the tournament with
5 birdies, including 3 in a row at
14, 15, and 16, before stumbling
with a bogey at 17. It was an im-
pressive showing for the 18-year-
old Brandonite. Lucasis father,
Paul Politano, is the professional
at Ralph Myhre Golf course and

ELI SPAULDING WITH the New England Amateur cup.

Photo credit New England Golf Association

he is headed to the USGA Junior
Championship in Texas this week.
Good Luck, Lucas! Walker Allen
is a top mid-amateur and former

a former pro at Neshobe. Lu-
cas is planning to attend Rutgers
University this fall and will play
collegiate golf. But before that,

collegiate golfer who ynished
second to Politano in the Vermont
Amateur last year.

The real winner of the event
was Neshobe Golf Club. Neshobe
is only the second public golf
course to host the NE Amateur
in its 96-year history. For years,
Neshobe has been called 1A Hid-
den GemT because it is an excel-
lent golf course in a rural area, and
not many outside of Vermont have
played it. Those days are over, and
the secret is out after 144 top golf-
ers, their caddies, and family and
friends rounded the Neshobe track
3 times in the tournament. These
players are top amateurs and col-
legiate golfers in the nation. They
will spread the word.

Neshobe Golf Club owner and
Director of Golf Jon Milne said,
the layout, the condition, and the

(See Neshobe Golf, Page 19)
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Coming to America, No.4:

John and Alice (Libuda) Brutkowski of West Rutland

BY MICHAEL F. DWYER

These next two episodes fo-
cus on the grandparents of my
late friend and colleague John
H. Brutkoski (1943i2010), who
taught Social Studies at Otter
Valley Union High School for
37 years. Johnis time there ex-
tended well beyond the school
days as the ticket-taker at
games and all the summers he
and Pattie Candon spent paint-
ing. We had snippets of conver-
sation over the years about his
grandfather John [Jan, in Pol-
ish], after whom he was named.
One detail | recall is that John
remembered his grandfather
came from a place in Poland
that had no trees. A point here
on pronunciation: most people
who knew John would have
said his last name as Brutows-
ki, forgetting a K followed the
T. Donna Brutkoski, Johnis
daughter, always enunciated
her last name clearly, giving
voice to the T the K and the
S rather than a W. [Johnis fa-
ther, Herman chose to spell the
name as Brutkoski, claiming
the S sound was closer to the
Polish pronunciation].
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IMMIGRANTS ABOARD NECKAR in 1905.
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SS NECKAR MANIFEST with Janis name highlighted. Steerage

held 2600 passengers.

Before unfolding the story of
twenty-yve-year-old Jan Brut-
kowski, a Polish farm laborer,
who sailed in the steerage of
the SS Neckar from Bremen,
arriving in New York City, on
April 7, 1912, let me share
some broad brushstrokes of
Polish history. The Kingdom of
Poland was completely swal-
lowed up by Russia, Austria,
and Prussia by 1795. Russia
held the largest portion of terri-
tory, where conditions for peas-
ants amounted to virtual slav-
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ery. Almost nothing is known
about Janis life in the village of
Sumova, located in the north-
east of present-day Poland
near the border of Lithuania.
He possessed a rudimentary
education, equivalent to three
years of elementary school.
With his country of origin
listed as Russia on the ship
manifest, he left behind his
bride, Aleksandra [known as
Alice in American records]
Libuda and joined at least six
(See Coming to America, Page 7)

sbome Gy r G

sooae Jeep Fra

MIDDLEBURY. VT

IIA“




Motheris Meadow

(Continued from Page 1)
chance to come pick.

1l chose these bushes for both
size and pavor,0 said Plummer
at his fiplantation,0 as he calls it.

Plummer worked on a simi-
lar plantation in Londonderry,
New Hampshire, in addition to
the work he put in at an apple
orchard there. Hebs no backyard
amateur. After he purchased the
acreage on McConnell Road, he
took the time to prepare the soil
speciycally for blueberries.

fiBlueberries like acidic, well-
drained soil,0 he said. The prop-
erty had been a hay yeld and
required some remediation.

fil had to get the pH levels
right before 1 even put any of
the bushes in the ground,0 he
added

The 4,200 plants are arranged
in neat rows, their roots pro-
tected by mulch and served by
a computer-run, solar-powered,
well-based irrigation system
that delivers water to
them only when the
soil monitors indicate
that moisture levels
have dropped off.
Plummer has worked
with agriculture spe-
cialists from UVM to
get the conditions just
right and to develop
power gardens to at-
tract the pollinators
that are necessary to
sustainable fruit pro-
duction.

Though not an or-
ganic farm, Plummer
is careful about the
compounds he uses.

fiMy own grandkids
eat right off the bush-
es,0 he said. fiYou just
have to use your head
and do the research.o

The results speak
for themselves. Plum-
mer is getting 10,000
pounds of fruit per
acre. The berries are
fat and pavorful and
taste like summer.
And this past week-
end, people showed
up to get their yx.
They ylled the buck-
ets that Plummer
provided and then
brought their haul to

be weighed.
Plummer is charg-
ing $5.49/b., with

a 10% discount for
more than 10 pounds.

AA lot of people
whodve been watch-
ing me get everything
ready for the last four
years have stopped
by,0 said Plummer.
fiTheybve been ex-

ursidi e
BRANDON RESIDENTS SUSAN Johnson (left) and Lisa Weber (right) after a
berry-picking session at Motheris Meadow last weekend.

cited to ynally get to pick these
berries theyfve been watching
grow.o

Plummer isnft just offering
his berries to DIY pickers; heds
also working with other local
outlets to get his delectable fruit
out to the public, so keep a look-
out for the Motherés Meadow
logo around the area.

The farm is open Tuesday,
Wednesday, Friday, and Satur-
day. Picking buckets are pro-
vided and the berries are placed
in cardboard trays for the trip
home.

Plummer has years invested
in this plantation and will have
to wait several years more to
recoup the investment, but itls
clear that he enjoys what he
does and wants to provide the
best quality product he can.

Visit pickyourownberries.
com to ynd out more about
Motherés Meadow.
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MOTHERiIS MEADOW PROPRIETOR Kitt Plummer came to Brandon from New Hampshire, where

he had years of experience managing fruit farms.

BRANDON AREA
of Commerce

THE 4-ACRE PROPERTY on McConnell Road hosts 4,200 blueberry bushes
and had to be specially prepared to provide ideal growing conditions.

Tunesdays §
Summer Concert Series e |
JUNE 17 - AUG. 12, 2025

TUESDAYS @ 6PM

42 Elm St., Pittsford, VT g
across from Kamudais (R

Concerts are outside on the Village Farm grounds.
For extreme weather, concert is canceled. Check PittsfordVillageFarm.org
This event is free and open to the public. Donations appreciated.

July 290Aaron Audet Band

This talented band plays
a popular mix of acoustic
and electric music.

PITTSFORDVILLAGEFARM.ORG
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Bar Harbor Bank
& Trust awards
scholarship to OV grad

Bar Harbor Bank & Trust
has awarded the Bankis 2025
Career & Technical Education
Scholarship to 14 recent high
school graduates from Northern
New England, including a grad-
uate of Otter Valley Union High
School in Brandon. The $1,000
scholarship is awarded to grad-
uates who attended a technical
career program as part of their
high school curriculum and are
planning to attend a college or
technical school in the academ-
ic year immediately following
graduation.

This yearis scholarship recip-
ients will be eligible to apply for
an additional $1,000 in 2026 to
be used toward a second year of
college or technical school.

The 2025 scholarship recipi-

ents are:

T Brennan Beattie of Birch
Harbor, Maine, is a graduate of
Sumner Memorial High School
and attended Hancock County
Technical Center. He plans to
study biology on a pre-med
track at the University of Maine.

T Anastase Bourgeois of Brad-
ford, Vermont, is a graduate of
Oxbow High School and attend-
ed River Bend Career & Tech-
nical Center. She plans to study
nursing at West Virginia State
University.

T Natasha Dos Santos of
Nashua, New Hampshire, is
a graduate of Nashua High
School South and attended
Nashua Technology Center. She
plans to study nursing at Rivier

(See Bar Harbor Awards, Page 5)
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Community Forums
Talk about new work of Revolutionary War
historic pction at Mount Independence

ORWELLGAON Sunday, July
27, 2025, at the Mount Inde-
pendence State Historic Site
in Orwell, Vermont, long-time
site interpreter Paul Andriscin
will talk about his new work of
historic yction, The Memoirs
of Isaac Kendall, Soldier of the
Revolution, 1776-1777. The
book follows the daily activi-
ties of a soldier serving with the
Northern Army from his enlist-
ment to being stationed at Mt.
Independence and involvement

in the 1777 battles of Saratoga.
The program begins at 1 p.m.
and is included in regular ad-
mission. Copies of the book
will be available for purchase.

The Mount Independence
State Historic Site is a National
Historic Landmark and is one
of the nationis best-preserved
Revolutionary War archeo-
logical sites. Admission to the
site, including the museum and
trails, is $8.00 for adults, $1.00
for ages 6-14, and under 6 free.

Also free are Green Mountain
Passport holders and Mount
Independence Coalition mem-
bers. The site is located at 497
Mount Independence Road, six
miles west of the intersections
of Vermont Routes 22A and 73
near Orwell village. Carefully
follow the signs. Any ques-
tionsASecall 802-948-2000.

For more information about
the Vermont State-owned His-
toric Sites, visit: www.historic-
sites.vermont.gov.

History hike at Mount Independence, Aug. 3

ORWELLGENjoy a guided
hike into history at the Mount
Independence State Historic
Site in Orwell, Vermont, on
Sunday, August 3, 2025, from
1 to 3 pm. Stephen Zeoli is
your guide. Zeoli, president of
the Mount Independence Coali-
tion, the site friends group, will
share his wealth of knowledge
about the Revolutionary War at
Mount Independence and what
you can see on the grounds.

Wear sturdy shoes or walking
boots and bring water.

The hike is included in the
price of site admission: $8.00
for ages 15 and up, $1.00 for
children 6 A 14, and under 6
free. Call 802-948-2000 for
more information.

The Mount Independence
State Historic Site is one of
the best-preserved Revolution-
ary War archeological sites. It
is located at 497 Mount Inde-

pendence Road, six miles west
of the intersections of Vermont
Routes 22A and 73 near Orwell
village. Carefully follow the
signs. Hours are 10:00 a.m. to
5:00 p.m. daily through Octo-
ber 19.

For more information about
the Vermont State-owned His-
toric Sites, visit: www.historic-
sites.vermont.gov.
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Letters t the Editor

Brandonis new Postmaster introduces herself

Iim honored to introduce my-
self to the community as your
new Postmaster. My name is
Victoria Hunter and lim excit-
ed to begin this journey serving
the residents and businesses of
Brandon.

The U.S. Postal Service has
a long-standing tradition of
connecting  peopleSthrough
letters, packages, and reliable
service. Under our ambitious
Delivering for America plan,
lim committed to upholding
that tradition while working
to enhance the customer expe-
rience in every way possible.

More municipal

Recent federal immigration
enforcement actions have raised
concerns about due process pro-
tections in our communities.
Reports include detention with-
out legal representation, use of
detainers without sufycient evi-
dence, and arrests without crimi-
nal charges. Additionally, inci-
dents of criminals impersonating
federal ofycials have created
public safety concerns.

The City of Rutland respond-
ed to these concerns last April
by unanimously passing 1A
Resolution Condemning Attacks
on Due Process and Afyrming

Whether itis ensuring timely
deliveries, improving our retail
services, or listening to your
feedback, my goal is to make
our post ofyce a place of trust
and support for everyone.

To this role, | bring over six
and a half years in the postal
service®including four as a
clerkAlive built a strong foun-
dation in customer service and
leadership. My time as an act-
ing supervisor exposed me to
diverse environments and deep-
ened my operational insight. In
2023, | became Supervisor of
Customer Service and O.1.C. in

Massachusetts and now Post-
master of Brandon, Vermont,
continuing a well- rounded
path in postal leadership.

| encourage you to stop by
the Post Ofyce, say hello, and
share any questions or ideas
you may have. Thank you for
the opportunity to serve. lim
proud to be here and look for-
ward to working together to
keep our community connect-
ed.

Victoria Hunter
Postmaster, Brandon

Help Brandon establish
a hew laundromat

Can you help solve a problem? Brandon has been without a laun-
dromat for several years now. People without their own machine at
home are driving or ynding a ride to Middlebury or Rutland to ac-
complish a basic household chore. A new group is forming with the
goal of securing grant funding and community contributions to site
and operate a not-for-proyt laundromat in Brandon.

Iim spearheading this because | want to meet a need, but it is not
political and certainly not a partisan effort. We need participation
from community-minded folks who have achieved success in grant
writing, with skills and experience in business development, legal
and real estate, and plumbing/electrical/carpentry.

If you are such a person, please reach out to me by email tnielsen@
leg.state.vt.us , and we will look to set up an initial meeting this sum-
mer to explore possibilities, identify our team, and outline our time-

line.

Thank you for being part of helping improve our neighborsi daily

living.

Rep. Todd Nielsen
Brandon

ities should pass resolutions afOrming constitutional rights

the Constitutional Rights of All
People in Rutland.T Since then,
yfteen other municipalities®
Burlington, Wallingford, Rock-
ingham/Bellows Falls, Brandon,
Jericho, Pittsyeld, Bennington,
Shaftsbury, Pomfret, Middle-
town Springs, Rutland Town,
Vergennes, East Montpelier,
Manchester, and Pownal&Ghave
adopted  similar  resolutions.
Those resolutions are avail-
able at https://tinyurl.com/mxu-
wouyr.

However, the elected ofycials
of many Vermont municipali-
ties have dismissed the idea of

Bar Harbor Awards

adopting such resolutions, often
without even informing their
constituents that these issues
were brought to their attention.
Common reasons include view-
ing this effort as partisan politics
rather than constitutional protec-
tion; believing the resolution is
unnecessary since ofycials have
already sworn to uphold consti-
tutional rights; or fearing federal
retaliation.

Respectfully, these concerns
miss the point. First, constitu-
tional protections are not parti-
sanAthey protect all Vermonters
regardless of political afyliation.

Second, the resolution asks lo-
cal ofycials to publicly reafyrm
their commitment to constitu-
tional principles at a time when
these principles are being chal-
lenged. Third, silence in the face
of federal lawlessness has not
protected Vermont.

Our communities  deserve
leaders that will uphold our con-
stitutional rights, and Vermont-
ers have a right to know where
their local ofycials stand. | en-
courage you to contact your lo-
cal board members and ask them
to consider adopting a resolution
for your municipality. Attend

board meetings, organize with
neighbors, and demand trans-
parency about why your local
ofycials support or oppose such
measures.

Resolutions adopted by other
municipalities can be adapted
for yours. The time to act is now,
before our constitutional pro-
tections erode further. Use your
voice to protect your rights.

Peter Franzoni
Rutland

(Continued from Page 4)
University.

T Makenna Gatchet of Bran-
don, Vermont, is a graduate of
Otter Valley Union High School
and attended Stafford Technical
Center. She plans to study nurs-
ing at Vermont State University.

T Ann Gosselin of Addison,
Maine, is a graduate of Nar-
raguagus High School and at-
tended the Coastal Washington
County Institute of Technology.
She plans to study criminal jus-
tice at Eastern Maine Commu-
nity College.

T Lexi Harris of Washington,
New Hampshire, is a gradu-
ate of Hillsboro-Deering High
School and attended Concord
Regional Technical Center. She
plans to study nursing at Plym-
outh State University.

T Cameron Hornyak of Le-

vant, Maine, is a graduate of
Hermon High School and at-
tended United Technologies
Center. He plans to study elec-
trical and automation technol-
ogy at Eastern Maine Commu-
nity College.

T Abigail Huff of Goshen,
New Hampshire, is a graduate
of Newport High School and
attended Sugar River Valley
Regional Technical Center. She
plans to study elementary edu-
cation, psychology, and busi-
ness at New England College.

T Aja Marzilli of Orono,
Maine, is a graduate of Orono
High School and attended Unit-
ed Technologies Center. She
plans to study marketing and
political science at the Univer-
sity of Southern Maine.

T Quynh Pham of Newport,
New Hampshire, is a gradu-

ate of Newport High School
and attended Sugar River Val-
ley Regional Technical Center.
She plans to study ynance at the
University of Maryland.

T Makenzie Ramos of Or-
rington, Maine, is a graduate of
Brewer High School and attend-
ed United Technologies Cen-
ter. She plans to study business
management at the University
of Maine.

T Jonathan Reyes Santos of
Hillsborough, New Hampshire,
is a graduate of Manchester
School of Technology. He plans
to study architectural engineer-
ing at Worcester Polytechnic
Institute.

T Zoe Richardson of Rock-
land, Maine, is a graduate of
Oceanside High School and at-
tended Mid-Coast School of

(See Bar Harbor Awards, Page 6)

"Chronic venous insufficiency
is a condition where the veins
in the legs have difficulty
drawing attention from the
fact that the Epstein Files still

haven’t been released."

[Learn more at:

indivisiblebrandon.org/StreisandEffect
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Obituaries

Marsha Alice (Mlner) Hesse, 70, Brandon

It is with heavy hearts and
deep sadness that we announce
the passing of our Mom, Mar-
sha Alice (Miner) Hesse, 70, of
Brandon, Vt., on July 11, 2025.

Marsha was born in
Middlebury, Vt. on March 11,
1955 and was raised on the
Thelee Farm on Arnold District
Road in Brandon. Marsha was
the daughter of the late Thelma
(Hathaway) and Leo Miner.
She attended Otter Valley
Union High School and gradu-
ated with the Class of 1973. In
2016, she was predeceased by
her beloved husband, David
Hesse, and carried his memory
with her always.

Marsha is survived by her
two daughters, Sarah Pelkey
(Adam Pelkey) of West Rutland
and Melissa Lynch (Shaun Tul-
ley) of Brandon, and her four
treasured grandchildren&Max,
Dylan, and Emma Derby, and
Elaina Pelkey©who knew her
simply and lovingly as iGran-
ny.T To them, she was every-
thing. Her presence in their
lives was constant, ground-
ing, and full of joy. The bond
they shared was deep and un-
matched. She is also survived
by her sister, Marie Perry of
South Burlington, Vt.; three
brothers, Ernie Miner (Debbie)
of Leicester, Vt., James Min-
er (Kim) and Edward Miner

MARSHA ALICE HESSE

(Lynn), both of Brandon, Vt.;
her Aunt Gertrude Hathway
of Benson, Vt.; and the many
nieces, nephews, cousins, and
extended family who knew her
love and generosity. In recent
years, sheid developed a spe-
cial loving bond with her niece,
Emily Rose Miner.

Marsha wore many hats
throughout her life©daughter,
sister, mother, wife, grand-
mother, friend, conydanted®
but above all, she was a care-
giver and protector. She raised
her daughters faithfully with
yerce devotion and grace, earn-

ing them the shared nickname
1Marsha and the girls.T Her
daughters mourn the loss of
their mother, their rock, and
their greatest cheerleader.

She had an undeniable sense
of style&ddesigning her own
clothes as a teenager®and a
sharp wit paired with a warm
heart. She was beautiful, cool,
maternal, funny, and generous
with what she had.

Marsha was also a dedicated
member of the Order of the
Eastern Star, Marble Chapter
No. 80 in Brandon, for over
30 years. Her commitment to
community and tradition was a
quiet but steady part of her life.

A memorial service will
be held on Saturday, July 26,
2025, at 1 p.m. at the Brandon
Congregational Church. All
who loved her are welcome.

Marsha lived a life deyned
by care, laughter, and strength.
She leaves behind a family knit
tightly with her love, and a
legacy that will live on through
every memory, every story, and
every heart she touched.

The family asks that dona-
tions in her memory be made
to Shrineris Hospital for Chil-
dren, St. Jude Childrenis Hos-
pital, or similar charitable or-
ganizations supporting children
in need or charities beneytting
homeless dogs.

Obituary Guidelines

The Reporter will publish paid obituaries and free notices
of passing. Paid obituaries cost 25 cents per word and will be
published, as submitted, on the date of the familyis choosing.
For those who do not wish to purchase an obituary, the Reporter offers a free notice of passing up to 100
words, subject to editing by our news department. Photos (optional) with either paid obituaries or free
notices cost $10 per photo. Obituaries may be emailed to news@brandonreporter.com. Submissions must
be received by 11 a.m. on Monday for publication in the Wednesday paper.
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Ifyou love classic plm cameras you need to pay us a visit.
Leica, Zeiss, Rolleiyex, Nikon, Voigtlander
and many others.

3200 USRT 7, Pittsford
vew@vermontcamera.com
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Erica Lea Bovey, 41, Pittsford

It is with great sorrow we
announce the passing of Erica
Lea Bovey.

Erica passed away at her
home in Florence on the morn-
ing of Wednesday, July 9.

She was born in Rutland, Ver-
mont, on December 7,, 1983, to
Danny and Cheryl Owens.

She was a beloved daughter,
sister, mother, wife, and great
friend to many.

She is survived by her hus-
band, Travis Bovey; her chil-
dren, Bradley, Breanna, Isa-
bella, and Bria; her mother,
Cheryl, and her motheris hus-
band, Linwood Bovey; and her
brother, Dylan Owens; many
aunts and cousins; and her pre-
vious husband and longtime
friend, Zachary Maniery.

She is predeceased by her be-
loved father.

Erica was an avid sports
Mom. Always a camera in hand
at any of her kidsi games of ice
hockey, yeld hockey, basket-
ball, baseball, and football.

Erica was an amazing cook
and loved a full house of com-
pany during the holidays and
birthday celebrations.

The ocean was her happy
place, taking many vacations
with family and friends to her
favorite spots. If not the ocean,
their lake house in Maine was
always a good escape.

ERICA LEA BOVEY

Ericais memory will live in
our hearts for eternity, and her
legacy will forever be remem-
bered within her children.

A memorial service with call-
ing hours will be held at Clif-
ford Funeral Home in Rutland
on Friday, July 25th from 4
p.m.to 7 p.m.

A private graveside service
will be held the following day.

Arrangements are under the
direction of the Clifford Funer-
al Home. Online condolences
at  www.cliffordfuneralhome.
com.

Bar Harbor awards

(Continued from Page 5)
Technology. She plans to study
communications and new media
at Southern Maine Community
College.

T Makayla Vincent of Hills-
borough, New Hampshire, is a
graduate of Hillsboro-Deering
High School and attended Con-
cord Regional Technical Center.
She plans to study criminal jus-
tice and homeland security at
Plymouth State University

The Bank established the
Career & Technical Education
Scholarship in 2018 and has
awarded 108 scholarships to
date.

Bar  Harbor  Bankshares
(NYSE American: BHB) is the
parent company of its wholly

ii —

Bl
! o e—
Crossword & Sudoku on page 17

owned subsidiary, Bar Harbor
Bank & Trust. Operating more
than 50 locations across Maine,
New Hampshire and Vermont,
Bar Harbor Bank & Trust is
headquartered in Bar Harbor,
Maine, and has more than $4
billion in assets. As a leading
Northern New England com-
munity bank, Bar Harbor Bank
& Trust offers a full range of
personal and business banking
services, as well as wealth man-
agement services through its
subsidiary Bar Harbor Wealth
Management. For more infor-
mation about Bar Harbor Bank
& Trust, visit www.barharbor.
bank or call 888-853-7100.
Member FDIC.

Sharpen your mind with

our puzzles.




Coming to America

(Continued from Page 2)
other men aboard the ship
who were destined for West
Rutland, Vermont,&his spon-
sor Adam Libuda, undoubtedly
a relative of his wife. Family
lore, supported by many other
oral histories, claimed he was
recruited right on the docks to
work for the Vermont Marble
Company. Indeed, he would
labor in the quarries there un-
til months before his death in
1955.

Avyear later, on 30 September
1913, Aleksandra Brutkovska
[inpection in Polish surnames
with the ynal consonant end-
ing in A for women] arrived
aboard the ship Koln arriving
in Boston. Their yrst child Ju-
lia was born in West Rutland
on July 18, 1914. She would

dren learned English at school.
It would have been typical for
Julia and Genevieve to gradu-
ate from West Rutland High
School, it was more the excep-
tion for Herman, a yrst genera-
tion Polish American, to gradu-
ate from high school in 1937
while the country was caught
in the throes of the Depression.
Most of his peers were already
working in the quarries during
their teens.

Census records attest to John
Brutkoski as a diligent worker:
in 1940, it stated he worked
52 weeks in the year. Having
lived in rental housing on Bax-
ter Street for three decades, the
Brutkowskis were able to pur-
chase a duplex, the other half
inhabited by family, on High-
land Avenue in West Rutland.

The Reporter, July 23, 2025 & Page 7
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Herman John Brutkoski "Brutkoski®

Commercial Course

School Chorus 1, 2, 3 Football 3, 4
Track 4

Brutkoski 's ra.vo:ge upigsgeimg m
flunking lish tes co 0
He mo:ih‘aedthebot?a from the hill to
keep in trim by racing them homee

SNIPPET FROM WEST Rutland
High School, 1937, for Herman
Brutkowski.

be followed by Genovefa
[Genevieve] on November 12,
1915, Czeslaw [remembered as
Charles] in January 1918, who
died at eight months during the
inpuenza pandemic, and Hier-
onomi, born on June 15, 1919.
Hieronomi would have trans-
lated as Jerome, but the West
Rutland Town Clerk could not
get the hang of it and wrote the
name as Herman as he hence-
forth would be known.

By the time the Brutkowskis
landed in West Rutland, they
joined a tightly knit Polish
immigrant community united
by language, customs, and
staunch allegiance to the Ro-
man Catholic Church. Polish
native Rev. Valentin Michulka
(18781 1969) loomed largely in
the lives of the immigrants. Or-
dained a priestin 1904 in Rome,
he soon accepted a call to found
a church, St. Stanislas Koska in
West Rutland. He oversaw the
building of a school and in-
vited nuns of the Order of St.
Felix [known as the Felician
Sisters.] to staff the school.
While families may have been
poor, they donned their Sunday
best for Mass and holy days of
obligation. With Polish spoken
exclusively at home, the chil-

REV. VALENTIN MICHULKA, ca. 1905.

BRUTKOWSKI FAMILY. CA. 1923: John, Alice, Julia, Genevieve,

and Herman.

Granddaughter Lorraine Nico-
lini recalls they raised chickens
and had a huge garden with
winter stores of potatoes and
winter sauerkraut.

Typical of yrst-born Ameri-
can children of Polish immi-
grants, eldest daughter Julia
married within her own eth-
nic group. She married Stan-
ley Jankoski and remained in
West Rutland. They lived to
celebrate their 65th wedding
anniversary. Herman married
Mary Kamuda just a month
before the bombing of Pearl

Harbor. [The Kamuda family
will be the focus of the next in-
stallment] He soon enlisted in
the U.S. Army Air Army Corps
and was in California when son
John was born. Herman and
his family moved to Brandon
in 1951. They ran the Union
Street Market from 1951 until
1962. Daughter Genevieve was
the exception; she moved to
New York City, where she met
her husband, Ernest Nicolini.
Nonetheless, she like her sib-
lings were married by Monsi-
(See Coming to America, Page 9)

boxed ad.

For ALL LISTINGS:
NAME:

BRANDON YARD SALE DAY
SATURDAY, AUGUST 2, 2025
REGISTRATION FORM
|:| Name and address listing: $10 OR

D Enhanced listing: $15

$15 buys you 25 words to describe your yard sale’s
“special” items plus your name and address in a

PHONE:

EMAIL:

ADDRESS:

ADD 25 WORDS:
(separate sheet of paper)

BRANDON, VT 05733

July 30, 2025

For ENHANCED LISTING:

MAIL TO: BACC, PO BOX 267,

OR DROP OFF AT CARR’S GIFTS.
DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION:

Go to Brandon.org for more info!
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Fit Factory

(Continued from Page 1)
also the proprietor of the Hilltop
Tavern in Pittsford. His wife,
Erynn, is the owner of Maeis

Place in Brandon. After months
of grapevine speculation, Doan-
er is now ready to go public with
his plans.

ilive been into weightlifting
since | was 16,7 said Doaner.
1This is a good business oppor-

in the area that they wanted a
local gym. He was able to pur-
chase equipment from a gym in
Rutland that was going out of
business, but he still needed to
ynd a suitable location in Bran-
don.

fil needed to ynd someplace
that was easy to get to and had
enough parking,T he said. When
the former Upscale Resale space

ANDY DOANER IS addressing an unmet demand for a gym facil-
ity in the Brandon area with Fit Factory Fitness Center.

tunity but itis also something
Brandon needs. Itis not all about
making money.T

Doaner said heid been hear-
ing more and more from people

2020 CHEVROLET SILVERADO
2500HD, Xtd Cab, 4X4, 6.6V8, 97k miles

$34,995

2016 FORD F350
XTD Cab Superduty 4X4,6.7 Diesel, 95k miles
$36,995

AFFORDABLE, SAFE & RELIABLE
USED CARS AND TRUCKS
We also buy cars,

locate specialty orders
& consider consignments
Call Dave for an appointment

became available, he jumped at
it.

1lid had my eye on this build-
ing for a long time,T he added.
iWeill be able to reach people

from all around the area.T

Though the location on Route
7 offers great visibility and am-
ple parking, Doaner has had to
wait for the state to approve the
design for an

And if youire not sure how to get
started, his staff will be there to
answer basic questions and give

pointers.
A range of membership op-
tions will be

expanded sep-
tic system to
be able to an-
nounce a yrm
opening date,
though he an-
ticipates cutting
the ribbon in

said.

il want everyone to
feel welcome,T he
TWe want to
accommodate all
ages and genders.
There will be some-

available once
the website is
up and running,
with  monthly
and even day
passes on the
menu. The gym
will be open

November. ) 7 days a week
The facility thing for everybody. and “with ex-
will have the O Andy Doaner, tended hours
usual  weights Owner to accommo-
and equipment date those who
and will also can come only
offer classes and personal train-
ing.
1l want everyone to feel wel-

come,T he said. iWe want to
accommodate all ages and gen-
ders. There will be something
for everybody. We plan to have
classes like yoga and pilates.
And thereis going to be a learn-
ing curve to this, so weill change
it up as we learn what works and
what doesnit.T

Doaner envisions a gym where
everyone in the community can
meet their ytness goals, whether
itis muscle mass, weight control,
or just staying healthy.

iltis not going to be an in-
timidating disco gym with music
blaring,T he explained. Tltill be

the kind of place where people
can feel comfortable wherever
they are in their ytness journey.o

2018 TOYOTA TACOMA
Crew Cab 4X4, V6, Longbox, 125k miles

$25,995

" 2017 HONDA CRV.
EX, AWD, Auto, Sunroof, 129k miles
$14,995

~ 2020 SUBARU OUTBACK
Limited, AWD, Leather, Loaded, 116k miles
$20,995

‘f"mb"“ .

Wimett Trading Company

at the Big White Barn in Leicester

Michael Jackman, 53 Years Experience
David Wimett, 40 Years Experience
Mark Grant, 12 Years Experience

802-465-4683

2668 Route 7 Leicester, VT 05733 wimetttradingco@gmail.com

If interested, please contact him
at ytfactoryytnesscenter2024@
gmail.com. Please donit send
inquiries about memberships or
any other non-employment-re-
lated topics at this time.

Once Doaner has the septic
permit and website in place, he
can set a speciyc opening date
and begin selling memberships.

The inclusion of a gym in
Brandonis wide range of ame-
nities will further cement the
townis status as the main hub be-
tween Rutland and Middlebury
and give local residents the con-
venience and accessibility to
maintain their ytness plans.

So, keep your eyes on the
building for additional an-

FIT FACTORY FITNESS Center will occupy the building that was for-
merly home to Upscale Resale on Route 7 south of Brandon Village.

in the evenings. Workout gear,
branded merchandise, and some
food items will also be available
on the premises.

Doaner is currently looking for
ytness pros whood like to teach
classes or work as personal train-
ersOas independent contractors.

nouncements regarding opening
dates. As winter rolls in, there
will be no more using long travel
or bad weather as excuses not
to exercise. Fit Factory Fitness
Center will help you stay healthy
all year round.

S
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Coming to America S

(Continued from Page 7)
gnor Michulka at St. Stanislas.
The beloved pastor lived long
enough to celebrate the funeral
Masses of Jan and Aleksandra
whose gravestone repects their
Polish names.

Looking back on Jan/John
Brutkowskiis life, one won-
ders, did he realize the Ameri-
can dream? He had a labor-
intensive job, never lived to
retire or gain a pension. He
died at the age of 68. Did Jan
regret leaving family whom he
would never see again? Had he
remained in Sumowa, he likely
would have been conscripted
to yght in the Tsarfs army dur-
ing World War 1, during which
Russian soldiers suffered cata-
strophic losses. His village and
surrounding area were occu-
pied by the Germans. With the
creation of Poland as a sover-
eign state in 1918, the yghting
continued between the Soviet
Union, Lithuania, and Poland
until 1922, with some villages
occupied and reoccupied. Janis
Polish family certainly would
have suffered in World War I,
with the invasions yrst of the
Soviet Union and then the Nazi
army. His Jewish neighbors as
well as Polish citizens were
slaughtered by the Einsatzgrup-

pen. All members of West Rut- - AgovE: FIRST COMMUNION photo of Herman Brut-
landis Polish community would  kowski; Above right: John and Alice Brutkowski with
have known someone who per- the newborn grandson John in 1943; Right: Wedding
ished. Here Jan and Alexandra of Genevieve Nicolini, with her father, May 1950.
Brutkowski would live out their

lives unmolested by war and

derive the satisfaction of seeing

their children educated and gradually attain
higher standards of living than the intrepid
immigrants who braved an ocean to settle in
West Rutland.

it - : S8 B B4 BB
Acknowledgments: The Brutkoski fam- | . g I@v 'U}; -
ily: Sandy, Donna, Sharron, Joe and Joanne | : 4 !
Scarborough; Lorraine Nicolini, and Olivia )
Boughton of St. Stanislas Parish.

FAR LEFT: GRAVESTONE, St. Stanislas Cemetery of Jan and
Aleksandra. Note her date of birth is off by ten years!; Left:
Polish gravestone in West Rutland on infant Czeslaw Brutkows-
ki; Above: OV History teachers in 2003: Rita Rinehart, John
Brutkoski, Michael Dwyer.
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‘ " l STUDENT: Noah Beaulieu

‘ l .E- AT l v .E- GRADE: 1 (going into grade 2)
SCHOOL: Neshobe

TITLE: Untitled

TEACHER: John Brodowski




More than $18 million in federal
funds yemains _\_/v,ithhg?ld,~ state
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Trump administration partially
lifts funding freeze, sends $6.5
million to Vermont schools for

afterschool programs

BY COREY MCDONALD/
VTDIGGER

The Trump administration last
week announced it was releasing a
portion of federal funding for local
school districtsi afterschool pro-
grams that had been withheld ear-
lier this month.

Roughly $6.5 million was made
available to local school districts
Monday, according to Toren Bal-
lard, a spokesperson for the Ver-
montis Agency of Education.

These funds, Ballard said, will
provide Tintegral summer and after-
school programming, and enables
students across Vermont to receive
engaging, structured support to en-
sure that they return to school in the
fall ready to learn.T

The resumed pow of money
offers some relief for both state
education ofycials and local school
districts who rely on the funding for
stafyng and programming.

School districts were left in
limbo this month after more than
$26 million from six federal grant
programs were withheld, includ-
ing Title I1A and Title I1IA grants,
which fund, respectfully, profes-
sional development for teachers
and staff, and support services for
English language learners.

The U.S. Department of Educa-
tion informed state education ofy-
cials June 30 it would be conduct-
ing a review of several federal grant
programs but provided no timeline
(See Afterschool funding, Page 20)
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Calendar of events

Brandon Rec offers Aikido classes

@hjhen bk rrdr eng Xntsg '392/( “mc @ctksr '492/( s
Brandonis Town Hall

1 "tm lInng Adfhmmdqr
and Spectators always
welcome! For more
information, visit
www.AikidoVermont.

Free Medical Care for Adults
Wednesdays in July from 10 a.m.-12 p.m.

clubs, and even tournaments.

If you are interested in table tennis as a recreational or
athletic activity, weire interested in you! There is a mod-
drs Bd Badgrgho edd ne nmkx #2/+ “ksgntfg xnt b mbn i d
svibd eqdd “r ntg Ftdrs- AgmF xntg rmd” jdgr “mc o~ cckd
'ng trd ntgr( "mc g ud rn B d etm ok™ximF ~ Fgd~s £ I d
ne ®nmf ~

For further information about the Green Mountain Table
Tennis Club, visit our
clubis website at www.
Thssh-bnll-

Friends Zone

ngf

Maclure Library Yoga -
Gentle to moderate
Joho ke xnF - Bk rr
includes physical

A free walk-in healthcare clinic for uninsured or underinsured
adults in Rutland County will be offered by the Rutland County
Health Partners (formerly Rutland Free Clinic) every Wednes-
c xfm Itkxegn B 0/ ~-1-,01 o-B- “s ntq nelbdr s 1/3 Mngsg
L_"fm Rsgddst Qtsk™mct Us- Mn ~oonims B dms hr mdbdrr ™~ gx Bltmibr
(with recommended appointments) will also be held 7/1 (9-12),
6.6 '2,5(+ 6.04 '0,3( “mc 6.10 "2,5(- Eng ~oonhms B dmsr ng ~mx

Mddc " rTed ro~bd sn
rnbh~kiyd> Bn B d inim
us at the Friends Zone.
Open Wednesdays
2-5 p.m. at the Bran-
don United Method-
ist Church, 1 Franklin

I nud B dmst agd ™~ sghmF
techniques & medita-
shnm- Okd ™~ rd agm® ~
mat & any props you
0q~ bstbd wisg- @s 5 o B+ #0/ edd- Rifm to ax d I ~fkimF
O™tk Khftngh “s 0”252 nk-bn il

ptdrsinmrt b~k 7/1,663,0/71-

Maclure Library Story Time Playgroup

Jessica Abbott from the Rutland County Parent Child
Bdmsdg gnrsr ~ vddjkx e” Bikx ognfg™ B ~s sgd Khag~gx
egn @ 0/ " B£01 o B+ Fd gdc snv qer jher “Fdr 4 “mc
tmcdq vhsg rimFim+ ¢ mbim T+ rsnghdr “me b esr

Pokémon Club at the Brandon Free Public Library
2+4 ol- @Fdr 6*-

Magic the Gathering at the Brandon Free Public
Library
5A7pm

Pins & Needles Craft Club at the Brandon Free Public
Library

Cgno fimegn B 492/+69// o B+ “mc agmT xntq ognidbsr sn
work on.

Free Drop-In Tech Support at the Brandon Free Public
Library
56 pm

Ping Pong

Sgd bkta g”r adftm
ok™xim¥ nm \VVdcmdr-
¢~ x dudmm®r rs”gshm¥
at 7 p.m. It will meet
nearly every Wednes-
day year-round in the
fx 1 “ssgd Qtsk"mc
Area Christian School
in Rutland, located at
the corner of Melrose
Ave. and Lincoln Ave. in Rutland, a block from the inter-
section of Route 7 and Melrose Ave. (110 Lincoln Ave.,
Rutland, VT 05701).

AdmmF ™ 07 gs ne sghr tmiptd ~mc dwbhsim bkta needqr ~ u”-
ghdsx ne ~bshuhshdr+ mbktchm gdFtk™q og bshbd+ ~ bg~kdm¥d
an " qct bihmhbr eng adfhmmdq “mc ~cu mbdc ok™x rimFkdr
and doubles, inter-club events with other table tennis

Street, Brandon. Meet
with old friends and

RED CLOVER PRESENTS'

.;_,"b GATHER A TEAM FOR TRIVIA

¥
«_» ATTEND TRIVIA FOR SIX WEEKS

o_ THE TEAM WITH THE HIGHEST
CUMULATIVE POINTS TOTAL OVER
THOSE SIX WEEKS WILL WIN THESE
GRAND PRIZES:

lYEARWWE&d.YRB’-I.LS

PERSONALIZED TRIVIA AT A PRIVATE
|EVENT WRITTEN AND HOSTED BY JEFF
T

1" jd mdv nmdr- Ok™x b~gcr+ bghaa™ Fd+ ng X" gsydd- Ots ~
otyykd snfdsgdq ng aghmT xntq ~gsr+ bg~esrt “me gnaahdr
sn vngj nm- Rm~bjr “mc adudq™ fdr ognuhcdc- @k ~qd
welcome to attend. For more information contact pastor
Utbjh Chrngc™ ~s uptddmnesgdd~gsg?F 1 “tk-bnll ng 7/1
234,3014-

Crafternoons

Join us from 12f2 pm at Maclure Library every Wednes-
c x % agmf xntq bg~es ognidbsr % rtookdr eng “m ~esdg-
mnnm ne ~gs- Rg~qd stor+ Fds hcd™r % hmrohg™stinm eng mdv
ognidbsr vhsg ediknv bgesdqr

Free Drop-In Tech Support at the Brandon Free Public
Library
56 pm

Yoga Prana Shakti Zoom & Studio Chair Yoga, Gentle,
Wednesdays

Eqn I 0/92/+0092/ ~ 1 ~s 044 V/nncrsnbj @udmtd fm

Rutland, Lina Cloffe Hanson (Par-
vati) offers an Earth Conscientious,
Rohghst ™k Fdmskd Ogxrib™k Xnf™
Practice. We meet on Mondays via
zoom. Contact for Zoom link. (There
is also a Monday Zoom only class)

Mns dudgxnmd b™m Fds to “mc cnvm
nee ne sgd linng d™rike B~ jhm® sq” ch-
shnm™k xn ¥~ bk rrdr chelbtks- e xnt
have physical limitation or a health
frrtd sghr Bhfgs ad sgd hcd k bk rr
for you. With the help of a chair

I nrs odnokd b™m oq~bstbd xn¥~ “mc
qd~o sgd admdlsr ne fmbgd " rdc bhgbt-
k™ shnmt &~k mbd+ lldwhatkisxt B nahkhsxt
rsgdmfsg “mc B ngd-

We spend a fair amount of the time
dwdgbhirtm® hm ~ rd~sdc onrfshnm fm
the chairs but if possible, we also do
dwdgbhrdr rs~mchm®+ trimT sgd bg ~hgr
eng rtoongs- Sgd dwdgbhrdr b™m ad
“citrsdc eng imchutct ™k mddcr “mec
we move at a comfortable pace.
| think you will soon notice a dif-
edgdmbd nmbd xnt rs~gs- Knnjhm¥
enqv qc sn rddm® xnt hm bk rr

sd~bgimf “mc

class.

Ukulele Group

“cthsr % 01*- Sghr hir mns ~

to reserve.

Kim™ *O~qu™sh( g~ r 1/ oktr xd ™~ gr ne dwodghdmbd
~ khedknm¥ odgrnm™k og~bshbd-

To stay tuned if there are any cancellations, fol-
knv nm E~bdannj “mc fds nm ntq d B~k kirs- #04.

Open Mic at Red Clover in Brandon
Inim tr rs”gshm®¥ “s 5 o-0-eng ~ gntrim® Fnnc shlld

Vermo
The Duke I
F

When Duke Didi is found
rtrodbsr ~antmc fim sghr o
e~ Bhkx, eghdmekx B xrsdgx?d @
Cd c ™~ @ nmd,gntq Udgll
production.
When Duke
Didi is found
unresponsive
sgd B ngmm®
before the
m™shnm™k F~kdgx
dwghahsinm+ ~b-
cusations start
IXimF- \/"r hs
his suspicious

Live
Satu

July 26
L gj U

Free at the Chaffee Art Center from 121 p.m., for
bk rrats ©
im¥ ok~ xim¥ sgd tjtkdkd snfdsgdg Ltrs oqd,qdFirsde
There are a limited amount of in-house instruments

fgnto dminx-

@ssdmeddr vikk ad kdc sggntfg rodbhlb rgdds I trib
by musician Steven Wilson. All levels are welcome.

Storytime at the Brandon Free Public Library
Rs™gsr ~s 0792/ ~-1- Inim tr eng rsngidr “mc ataakdr

Chaffee Art Center All About the Arts Free Class for

kids 3fi5

Eqn @l 00~ B+Mnnm£EEQDD Rstcdmsr vikk g~ ud etm bgd ~s-
imF “mc cnim¥ ~bshuisidr whsg ~gst B trhbr kisdg™stqd+ “me

more!

Nmd eqdd annj odg rstcdms vikk ad Fiudm vddjkx “vgikd
supplies last) thanks to our partners at Rutland Free
Khag~qx @ctks Btrs “bbn B o mx bghkcgdm tmedg ~Fd 3-
Ltrs ogqd,qdFhrsdg ax Vdcmdre™x d“bg vddj-

imrsqtbsngd Kngh Rtkkhu™m: Lim B €0 2-

Brandon Senior Center Game Day

Bn B d infm tr dudgx Eghc™x s 19// o-B- B qcrt ¢ gsr+

otyykdr+ an~qc ¥ B dr+ bnkngimf-



Corn Hole at the Godnick Adult Center
By request, we will have drop-in cornhole in the
on Fridays from 2i4 p.m.

Play with whomever shows up each time or just practice

your cornhole skills!

nt Suitcase Company:
> Dead & Next Stage Arts
riday the 25th, 7-8 p.m.

unresponsive,  niece and only heir? The butler? The

toods, likdct incompetent constable? Or the national

The Duke Is curator herself?

ont Suitcase Come un-
tangle the
mystery yourself
with this

family-friendly,
puppet-heavy,
hour-long Ver-
mont Suitcase
production: The
Duke Is Dead!

> at Kennedy Park

rdays from 11 a.m.il p.m.
' Nostrand, folk/rock covers

Bingo at the Brandon Senior
Center

First Saturday of each month
from 12 p.m. to 3 p.m. Bring
lunch, and the Center will pro-
vide beverages, desserts, and a
good time. A great way to pass a
Saturday afternoon. Please direct
any questions to Kathy Mathis at
247-3121.

Storytime at the Brandon Free
Public Library

Join us every Saturday at 10:30
a.m. for picture book storytime.

Brandon Town Hall Painting with Crystal

& J0IN US AT THE REC

FREE BOOKS AND MORE!

The Rutland Area Shepherds invites interested people
to attend our July 24 meeting where we will be talking
about temporary portable fencing. It will be held at 7
p.m. at the Gilbert Hart Library at the corner of Rt 140
and Rt 7 in Wallingford, Vt. After adding up the years
sg s ntq Bd B adgr g ud addm trim¥ lIdwimds+ hs hr vdkk
over 193. Our shepherds will give tips on setting up, tak-

Rec Hall

Music at the River Bend
Behind the Brandon Inn, 6-8 p.m.

July 23: Twangtown Paramours

Soulful Americana duo and retro blues band
July 30: Blues Without Borders

Champilain Valleyis premier blues band

Aug 6: Breanna & the Boys

Local folk rock power quartet

Aug 13: Cold Chocolate

Genre-bending Americana band fusing folk, funk &
bluegrass

Aug 20: Enerjazz

Vermontis high energy big-band

Aug 27: Ten Rod Road

Classic Brandon band reunites for one show!

Rain location: Town Hall

ing fences down, cornering, getting over uneven terrain,
and using chargers.

Food & Art Fridays:
Scrolling Stories &
Sable Arts Projects,
Inc.

Crankie Storytelling
on the beautiful Sable
Land. Featuring Sable
alumni Storm Welch &
Maia Gilmour, and the
founders of Sandglass
Theater, Eric & Ines
Bass. Crankies are a
mystical and low-tech
form of performance
that pairs song & story
with scrolling illustra-
tions. Fat Dragon Farm
will serve delicious
made-to-order wood-
lgdc ohyy™

BYOB & blanket. Rain
or shine. Fun for the
whole family! From
5:30-8:30 p.m. at Sable
Arts Projects, Inc., 588 North Taggart Hill Road, Stock-
bridge.

i ponk

Y PAVILiON FOR A
~ STORYTELLING EVENT,

<
SPONSORED BY THE .
CHILDREN'S LITERACY CI]_f

FOUNDATION <> =

Crystal Ketcham leads an all ages painting event!

Yes, you CAN paint! More info, contact Crystal at ceast-

man88@gmail.com

1The study of art is the most important study a garden

designer can pursue.T

Chess

Join us at The Greenhouse Dispensary on Conant
Square in Brandon for a few casual games of chess on
Sunday mornings from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. All experience

levels are welcome. Free and open to adults 21
older only.

193 Years of Flexinet Fencing © Gilbert Hart Library,

Wallingford

The Rutland High School

Class of 2000 25 Year Reunion

The Rutland High School Class of 2000 will be gathering
for food, drinks, music, and more! Letis come together
to reminisce, catch up, and create new memories at
our 25th Reunion. Get ready for an evening of laughter,
~ 1 ymFennc “mc cogimjr ax Rntsgricd Rsd™ jgntrd+: “mc
reconnecting with old friends. Donit miss out on this
special occasion to celebrate our shared history and ac-
complishments. See you there!

From 6 p.m.-12 a.m. at Southside Steakhouse, 170
South Main Street, Rutland.

and

Otter Creek Music Festival Concert at the Chaffee Art
Center
As part of Otter Creek Music Festival 2025, GRAMMY-
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vimmim¥ Bdyyn,rnog mn L "gdm L.nms ka mn “mc bn B -
poser/guitarist Thomas Schuttenhelm make their OCMF
debuts at the Chaffee Art Center on Saturday, July 26,
at 7:30 p.m. Join us for a wonderful night that marks
NBLEr Igrs bnmbdgs fm Qtsk™mc

Their program, Songs of the Quiet Hours, explores night
“r ~ shlld ne cddo d B nsinm: gdlldbsinmt “mc sq mreng B -
tion. Music and poetry merge to evoke the stillness,
mystery, and intimacy that appear under the cover of
darkness. Featuring works by Frank Wallace, Tom John-
son, and originals by Montalbano and Schuttenhelm,
the evening offers a contemplative journey through love,
loss, and renewal.

Tickets are choose-what-you-pay: Community Ticket
$15; Standard Ticket $25; Pay-It- Forward Ticket $35.
Ticket link: https://www.ottercreekmusicfestival.com/

Twilight On The Tavern Lawn: Silverback Swing &
Putney Tavern

Silverback Swing performs music reminiscent of French
b earegn B = axfnmd dg”=i"yy jmnvm “r Fxorx 17 yy+
I"yy L mnthgdt ng Gns Bkta B trib=im

the style of the legendary French

Gypsy guitarist Django Reinhardt.

Silverback Swing began as a weekly
session at The Gleanery in Putney eight
years ago and has since performed at
festivals, clubs, breweries, and other
venues throughout Vermont, New
Hampshire, and Massachusetts. The
current lineup features Alton Lathrop
(lead guitar), Gus Hollingsworth (accor-
dion, vocals), Steve Frankel (bass), and
Mark Anagnostopulos (guitar, vocals).

The Twilight On The Tavern Lawn

Series is a series of bluegrass, Americana, world, swing,
and pop music summer concerts running every other
Sunday from June 1 through August 24. All concerts
begin at 6 p.m. in downtown Putney on the Putney
Tavern lawn (bring a lawn chair or blanket) or at Next
Stage at 15 Kimball Hill in case of rain. The concerts are
free to the public (donations are accepted) and food will
be available.

4th Annual Great North American Maple Pie Contesto
Baird Farm

Join us at 2 p.m. (rain date 8/10), sit back and picnic
while you watch the 4th Annual Great North American
Maple Pie Contest go down! Activities will include: pie
contest with local celebrity judges, pie throwing, and of
course eating pie and ice cream!

The winner of the pie contest will receive a yearis sup-
okx ne B ~okd rxqgto “mc nsgdq ohd sgd Bdc ogydr K™ wvm
games and fun for the whole family!

Added bonus this year:

Catherine Bruns, USA Today bestselling author, will

be selling and signing copies of 1In the Blink of a PieT
(murder mystery book inspired by our farm and the
maple pie contest).

Free to attend but please bring cash to participate in
the pielicious activities! A portion of proceeds will go
toward the Vermont Farmers Food Center.

For pie competition registration and details, visit:
https://docs.google.com/.../1FAIpQLScstGMdIldawX.../
viewform

(pie entries must be in by 1:30)

Baird Farm, 59 West Rd., North Chittenden, Vt. 05763.
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A Brandonite visits Copper Canyon in Mexico

BY LYLAFULLER

Copper Canyon is in the
state of Chihuahua in northern
Mexico. It is not as well-known
as the Grand Canyon but itis
deeper and just as spectacu-
lar. The Spanish and Mexicans
mined at the bottom of the can-
yon and there is still a small
village, Batoplis, at the bottom.

My friend Nancy and | joined
a group who spent a week there.

We pew to Chihuahua, where
we were met by our guides for
the several-hour drive to the
town on the rim of the can-
yon. Our yrst night was in a
basic cabin with no amenities:
no electricity, no heat, no run-
ning water, etc. (OuthouseO
remember those?) Nancy tried
to add fuel to the wood burn-
ing stove and ended up ylling
the cabin with smoke! In the
morning, about 6:30, a server
arrived with 2 cups of coffee
and an invitation to breakfast in
the lodge. After a hearty break-
fast of eggs, bacon, pancakes,
juice, and coffee, the group of
6 started our journey down into
the canyon.

It was a 35-minute drive on
paved road to the rim, where
we started down a narrow one-
lane winding gravel road with
a sheer 2,000-ft. drop-off on
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one sidednot
for the weak of
heart. We were
followed by an-
other carload of
people in our
group staying at
the lodge. Views
were  spectacu-
lar and terrain
changed as we
descended from
8,000 feet to the
poor of the can-
yon, about 500
feet. Pine trees
then cactus and
cotton trees. Ata
wide spot in the
trail we stopped
for lunch, faji-
tas, and beer. A
local Tarahuma-
ra Indian joined
us for part of the
ride.

The river was
justacreek when
we were there in
December, so it
was easy to ford.

The lodge is a
beautiful  Span-
ish-style  build-
ing with red tile roof, maybe a
hundred years old, much like
those you would see in an old

A VIEW OF a church near Copper Canyon in Mexico. Photos by Lyla Fuller

two beds and beautiful chande-
lier and indoor plumbing. The
(See Copper Canyon, Page 23)

John Wayne movie. Victorian
light yxtures, paintings, and
furniture, including an old

nude painting over the yre-
place. Very quaint and clean.
Our room was spacious with

ofer
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admission! 2 4 | Z 7 parking

Red Clover Takeover
PAC Wrestling

Vermont State Trivia Championship
*registrations begin at noon

Atom and the Orbits
Performance Arts 4H Show

Author Phil Hall reads iThe Day
the Children Saved the Worldi

I\

Great games by the best amusement company around \
//A k\

Sponsored by /‘\
RRMC N
Nifty Thrifty Thurs 5i10pm

L eicester Convenience Store Fri5il0pm

Sat 12i10pm
Sun 12n5pm







