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Pittsford SB
talks Syndicate
Rd, CEDRR,
and appraisals

BY STEVEN JUPITER

PITTSFORDOThe
Pittsford Selectboard con-
vened for its regular meeting
on Wednesday, December 4.
SYNDICATE ROAD

A contingent of Brandon
residents were in attendance
to discuss Brandonis pro-
posed closure of Syndicate
Road (known as Carver
Street when it crosses into
Brandon). The Brandon
town management team had
proposed closing the road to
vehicular trafyc in order to
cut down on illegal dump-
ing along the roadside and

THE ART OF SAMPLERS
The Pittsford Historical Society
delves into the history behind
two examples of this traditional
womenis craft, joining the na-
tional movement to document
the art form.
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OLD STORY, TOLD ANEW
1A Christmas CarolT will get a
creative remake this weekend
by the Rutland-based One Room
Theatrics.
PG. 3

BARN OPERA AT BRANDON INN
Donit miss BARN Operais free
holiday concert at the Brandon Inn
on Dec. 14.
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Brandon SB
tackles health
INSurance,
boundary lines,
and chemtrails

BY STEVEN JUPITER

BRANDONGThe  Brandon
Selectboard convened for its reg-
ular meeting on Monday evening.

Town Manageris report

Town Manager Seth Hopkins
presented his report to the Board.
Highlights from the report in-
cluded:

A Brandon police ofycer was
injured while responding to a
car yre on Franklin Street. A car
had crashed and was engulfed in
pames. The ofycer was injured
when one of the tires exploded.
Mr. Hopkins stated that the ofy-
cer received medical care and has
been cleared to return to work.

The union that represents Bran-
don police ofycers rejected the
townis request to switch health-
insurance providers from Blue
Cross/Blue Shield to MVP. The
switch would have saved both
the ofycers and the town money

(See Brandon SB, Page 19)

Brandon Festival Singers
ring in the holiday season
with 42nd annual concert

BY STEVEN JUPITER
BRANDONGOThe Brandon
Festival Singers performed their
42nd annual holiday concert to
a packed house at the Brandon
Congregational Church on Sun-
day, December 8. The concert
has become a beloved holiday

tradition for many in the area.
The concert series has been

led for its duration by Gene
Childers, with his wife, Jean,
on piano. Mr. Childers chooses
the pieces thoughtfully, varying
his selections so that no concert
is the same as any previous. He
includes classics in both famil-
iar and unconventional arrange-
ments, modern pieces, songs
from international traditions,

Car break-ins plague

BY STEVEN JUPITER

For the last several weeks, res-
idents in the Brandon-Pittsford
area have been taking to Face-
book and Front Porch Forum
to note that their cars had been
broken into at their homes. No
neighborhood seemed to be ex-
empt, from densely populated
streets in the hearts of the vil-
lages to homes on more isolated
roads.

Most of the affected vehicles

had been left unlocked in their
ownersi driveways. So far there
have not been reports of win-
dows being smashed or locks
jimmied.

Most of the break-ins did not
result in signiycant monetary
loss, but a yrearm was stolen
from a vehicle on Union Street
in Brandon.

Recent snowfall has made the
thievesi nocturnal itineraries vi-
sually obvious, as people have

and even his own compositions.
It always makes for a lovely and
unpredictable program.

This yearis chorus was com-
posed of sopranos Anna de
Boer, Jean Butler, Hilary Col-
lier, Teena Foster, and Barbara
White; altos Cristy Harding, El-
len Knapp, Sue Wetmore, Kris-
(See Brandon Festival Singers, Page 14)

alrea

observed footprints in the snow
approaching their cars and then
heading off in search of others.

Some area residents were able
to capture footage of the thieves
on home-security cameras, but
so far no identiycations have
been made.

Brandon Police Chief David
Kachajian has warned residents
to keep their cars locked, espe-
cially at night, and to remove all
valuables.
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BY STEPHEN BELCHER

Two hundred years ago, it
was usual for young women
to craft a piece of stitchery,
embroidering a small piece
of cloth with alphabets and
numbers, perhaps in differ-
ent styles, perhaps also with a
verse and also design elements.
They were usually signed and
dated. It was something of a rite
of passage and a demonstration
of sewing skills at a time when
many pieces of clothing were
still hand-made at home.

There is now a national
movement to document these
examples of womenis art, with
an active Vermont chapter
(contact: Samplersvt@gmail.
com or www.samplerarchive.
org) They recently held an
event in Essex Junction to re-
cord samplers.

The Pittsford Historical So-
ciety recently received two
samplers, donated by a local
household. Weive had fun try-
ing to determine who made
them and how they ended up
in Pittsford. They offered dif-
ferent challenges. One was
a standard sampler, with al-
phabet, but no name: only the
initials HS and the date 1804.

The second was less a sampler
than an embroidered thank-you
note from one Christeen Baker

1827 SAMPLER BY Olive Hendee of Pittsford, by permission of Michele Pagan.
This is one of two 19th-century samplers recently donated to the Pittsford Histor-
ical Society. Samplers showed off a young womanis skill with needle and thread
and were a common endeavor in the early decades of the United States.

at the Mayhew School in the
Choctaw Nation in Mississippi,
addressed to a Mrs. Hammond
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Pittsford Historical Society presents an old craft form: Samplers

and dated 1830. There are other
known examples of Christeen
Bakeris work at the Colonial
Williamsburg
Museum and
other places.
The connect-
ing thread in
Pittsford  ran
through the
Bogue family.
The  donoris
grandmother
was Elizabeth
Stewart Bogue
(1882fi1926),
who married
a Henry Stim-
son in Pittsford
in 1907 (they
then lived in
Maplewood,
NJ, fairly close
to the Belchers:
a Pittsford col-
ony). Elizabeth
herself was
born in Nebras-
ka: her father,
Willard Child
Bogue, eloped
with Annie
Mathews and
raised his fam-
ily there. Eliza-

.

S S

beth and her sister Anne came
back to Pittsford in 1890 after
their mother died and lived
with their aunts Sarah and Jane.
The aunts had moved from
the Bogue farm to the Village
Green, and then with a bequest
from a brother who had made
money in iron in NY, they built
a house on Elm St.

Willardis father was Thomas
Fitch Bogue, the yrst of the
family to spell his name that
way (it was Booge before).
In 1819, he married Elizabeth
Stewart of Connecticut, who
thus became Elizabeth Stewart
Bogue. It should be noted that
many of the early settlers of
Pittsford came from Connecti-
cut and maintained family ties.
Elizabeth Stewart had an older
sister, Henrietta, who died in
1814; here, it seems likely, we
have the HS of the regular sam-
pler. One sister dies, the other
preserves a memento. But there
is an alternate path, although
both lead back to Elizabeth.
Elizabeth was the child of
Philo Stewart and Sarah Pen-
yeld Stewart (the Penyeld
name became connected with
Pittsford). After Philois death,

(See Pittsford Samplers, Page 7)

A new twist on ‘A Christmas Carol
comes to Brandon this weekend

BY STEVEN JUPITER

BRANDONGOCharles Dick-
ensi 1A Christmas CarolT is a be-
loved holiday classic, but weive
all seen or read it a thousand
times. While the playis mes-
sage of redemption remains as
powerful as ever, our familiarity
with the piece may dampen our
enthusiasm to run out to see it
again this year.

Bah, humbug!

This weekend, a new twist on
the classic will be performed by
Rutland-based One Room Theat-
rics (ORT) in Brandon, Rutland,
and Poultney. Instead of a con-
ventional presentation of the
story of Ebenezer Scrooge and
his transformation from miserly
to generous, ORT will present a
iplay within a playT: ORTis ac-
tors will play actors putting on a
1940s radio play of the Christ-
mas classic. The piece is called
1A Christmas Carol: The Radio
ShowT and was adapted from
Dickensi original by Joe Landry.

The 5 performing members
of the ORT company will be
dressed in 1940s period costume
and will be playing multiple
characters, both as 1940s radio
actors and as the characters they

portray in the radio broadcast
of TA Christmas Carol.T Da-
vid Kiefner, for example, will
be playing 1940s actor Freddie
Filmore who in turn is playing
both Scrooge and Santa.

Now, those who remember 1A
Christmas CarolT will wonder
where Santa ygures into all this,
since he doesnit appear in the
Dickens original. Another fun
twist to this production is that
the performance of 1A Christmas
CarolT will be punctuated by
commercial breaks just as radio
broadcasts were back in the day.
So, the actors will need to aban-
don their Dickens characters to
become new characters in com-
mercials for the radio showis on-
air sponsors.

This will require the actors
to put extra effort into creating
unique vocal proyles for each of
their characters, just as radio ac-
tors would have had to do in the
1940s.

1We have 5 actors playing 41
characters,T said Martin Van-
Buren 111, who is directing this
production for ORT. T1We really
have to dig into the characters.
We wanted to make sure that if
we closed our eyes, we could

hear the differences among the
characters, even if they were be-
ing played by the same actors.T

1ltis exciting for the cast
members,T he added.

Mr. Kiefner has done exten-
sive work narrating audiobooks,
where he needed to create dis-
tinctive vocal proyles for mul-
tiple characters.

iEveryone has to come up
with different voices for every
character,7 said Kiefner. And
the relatively conyned stage-
work&Athe show takes place in
a radio recording studio®means
that the actors need to use their
voices especially well in order to
keep the audienceis attention.

10ur voices need to express
emotion and shades of mean-
ing,T he said.

Kiefner will have to rely on his
voice alone to convey Scroogeis
transformation from bitter to
warm, since none of the usual vi-
sual signals will be available to
him as a iradio performer.T

1At the beginning, heis a mi-
serly old jerk,T he laughed. iBut
at the end heis had his epiphany
and is dancing around. Itis re-
ally the middle phase that will be
the toughest. | want to show that

heis having small revelations but
still clinging to his past ways.T

1The actors need to be animat-
ed, expressive, and emotive,T
said VanBuren. iThere will also
be a mix of pre-recorded and live
sound effects.T

And while 1A Christmas Car-

CHAMBIR

ol7 isnit normally thought of as

comedy, the play-within-a-play

format of Landryis adaptation

gives the performers windows

for humor that wouldnit other-
wise exist in the production.

iThere arenit many comedic
(See Radio play, Page 6)
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NOTICE: HOLIDAY SCHEDULE CHANGE
Because of the coincidence of both Christmas and
New Year's Day with our usual press days this year,

we will not be able to publish on our usual

schedule. Neither our printing press nor the U.S.

Postal Service will be open on our usual
printing/mailing days. As a result, our last issue of
2024 will be published on 12/18 and ouir first issue of

2025 will be published on /8. We normally don't
publish the last week of December, so this change
skips an additional week. We will add a week to all

subscriptions to make up for this. Thank you for

your patience and understanding.

THE REPORTER TEAM

R S

Sanders, Welch and Balint
seek reversal of decision
to cut hours at Vermont

border crossings

BY SARAH MEARHOFF/VT-
DIGGER

Vermontis congressional del-
egation is sounding the alarm as
U.S. Customs and Border Protec-
tion plans to reduce the hours of
operation for numerous border
crossing stations along the U.S.-
Canada border in Vermont.

The federal agency announced
on Nov. 20 that it would reduce
the hours of operation of 38 ports
of entry along the Canadian bor-
der across the U.S. beginning in
the new year, including four locat-
ed in Vermont. At two additional
ports of entry in the state, the
agency plans to make permanent
already shortened hours, which
were implemented during the Co-
vid-19 pandemic.

In a letter sent to Customs and
Border Protection Commissioner
Troy Miller on Wednesday, all
three members of Vermontis con-
gressional delegation & U.S.
Sens. Bernie Sanders, I-Vt., and

Peter Welch, D-V1t., aswell as U.S.
Rep. Becca Balint, D-Vt. & urged
the agency to reverse course.
1This decision is of great con-
cern to our constituents in border
communities and surrounding ar-
eas, as it negatively affects public
safety, the local economy, and the
availability of workers in critical
industries, T the delegation wrote.

In fact, they wrote, the agencyis
decision directly contradicts the
delegationis request in December
of 2022 to increase the hours of
operation at \ermontis ports of
entry.

Four of the land ports slated to
see their hours reduced © in Ca-
naan, North Troy, West Berkshire
and Alburgh (on Route 225) &
are currently open 24 hours a day.
But CBP has proposed they only
be open for 12 hours, from 8 a.m.
to 8 p.m.

Should CBPis recommenda-
tions take effect, that would leave

(See Border crossings, Page 9)
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VT F&W has online license gift certipcates

MONTPELIERGFinding a
gift that will continue to give for
a full year is a challenge, but the
Vermont Fish and Wildlife De-
partment has a solution on their
websited®a license gift certiycate
for hunting and yshing licenses.

1ltis a perfect gift for a friend or
family member who hunts or ysh-

es,T said Fish and Wildlifeis Di-
rector of Outreach Alison Thomas.
fiYou can go to our website, yll out
the gift certiycate and pay for it
online, and then print the certiy-
cate to present to your recipient.T
The license section of Fish and
Wildlifeis website has a link to the
gift certiycate. The person who

Register for the 2025
UVM Extension Master Gardener Course

Registration is now open for
the 2025 UVM Extension Mas-
ter Gardener course, a compre-
hensive gardening course that

covers basic botany; vegetable,
fruit, and ornamental gardening;
integrated pest management of
insects and diseases; soil fertil-

receives the certiycate must go to
the website to redeem their certiy-
cate and purchase their licenses.

1If you have a friend or relative
who hunts or yshes, this is an easy
gift-giving solution,T said Thom-
as. fiThe gift certiycate will cover
licenses for 2025 or for licenses in
future years.T

ity; tree care; pollinator plants;

sustainable landscaping; and

more. Two tracks are available:
(See Master Gardener, Page 6)

Free BARN Opera Holiday Concert on 14th

The holiday season is in full
swing, and what better way to
celebrate than with a cozy, joy-
ful, pre-dinner moment of live

music in the heart of Vermont?
Join us for 1Christmas Inn Ver-
montT, a festive, informal hour
of holiday favorites, on Satur-

day, December 14th, 2024, from

5:30f6:30 p.m. in the Ballroom

of the historic Brandon Inn.
(See BARN Opera, Page 6)
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Letters to the Editor

EWickedi is about more than just witches & monkeys

The movie TWickedT was a
creative, insightful, and feel-
good movie for me. The Green
witch, Elphaba, is the main
character and the most disliked
by others because of the color
of her skin. It is green! Glinda,
a beauty queen, who sees life
as a popularity contest, is the
only one who befriends her.
Later, Elphaba meets Oz, an
opportunity she has waited for
forever. Oz turns out to be a
braggart in love with himself.
He tells her of his plan to set
the monkeys up as enemies of
the kingdom. This would cause
the community to fear them

% % Leicester News % %

The Leicester Historical Society is sponsoring Prize Bingo
and the Memory Tree will be lit on December 21st.

and hunt them down. Oz would
be given the credit for getting
rid of them and he would be
seen as the great Wizard of Oz,
protector of the kingdom. A
sneaky plan indeed that even
Ozis friends would not real-
ize that he was a coward who
cared nothing about anyone
other than himself and would
support the community in prey-
ing on innocent monkeys only
to make himself look great. El-
phaba does her best to thwart
his plans and attempts to gain
Glindais support, who only
wants to be popular. Elphaba
regroups, calls out the Wizard

The Leicester Historical Society is sponsor-
ing Prize Bingo on Saturday, Dec 14, at 1:00
pm at the Senior Center at the Four Corners.
Refreshments served and all are welcome. Prize
Bingo will be on break after Dec 14, until April.

The Leicester Historical Society is once again
sponsoring the Memory Tree at the Four Cor-
ners. Names can be submitted for the Memory
Tree by sending names and money to Diane
Benware at 1594 OId Jerusalem Road, Salis-
bury, VT 05769. The cost is $1.00 per name or
six names for $5.00. The tree will be lit on Sat-

urday, Dec 21 at 5:00 p.m.

Like all things vintage?

of Oz for being the coward that
he is and prepares to defend
herself. Hearing this, the com-
munity sees Oz for the coward
that he is. | came away know-
ing that a good leader listens
to others, responds to their
needs, and does not take credit
for what others do, nor blame
others for things they do wrong
themselves. Wicked turned out
to be a movie about people, re-
lationships, and character for
me as much as it was about
witches and monkeys.

Sandy Mayo
Brandon

Brandonis Biggest Tree Contest

has two winners!

The Brandon Biggest Tree
Contest ended on Thanksgiving.
We received a total of 17 entries,
including two that were not in
the Brandon/Forest Dale limits
and had to be excluded. Every-
oneis entries were wonderful and
very competitive. The Brandon
Tree Group reviewed all of the
entries and determined that there
were two winners, one the larg-
est maple entry and one the larg-
est oak entry.

The largest entry in the maple
class was Jacki Barchanowicz,
whose tree measures 220 inches
in circumference. Very impres-
sive. And in the oak class, there

were a couple of entries for a tree
in Hawk Hill Trails. However,
one entry was excluded because
the entry was incomplete. The
other entry, measuring a whop-
ping 276 inches around, was
submitted by Marianne Buswell.

The Brandon Tree Group will
be holding an award ceremony
(with prizes) in mid-January,
date to be announced. Iill make
an announcement when we have
more details.

As usual, contact me with
questions or concerns. Thanks!

Neil Silins
Brandon Tree Warden

lv-=+ National Bank

Gioeid s Middlebury

&G WINBIG

From November 29 to December 19, every purchase from a locally-owned
retail business in Brandon, Bristol, Hinesburg, Middlebury, or Vergennes
gives you and the merchant a chance to win a weekly drawing of

$250 each in local currency!

3 j(l‘

ENTERING IS EASY!

Send a picture of your receipt
to shoplocal@nbmvt.com
(one receipt per email).

SCAN TO LEARN MORE
or visit nbmvt.com/shoplocal

’5 4
~ L 4

NMLS# 403372 T nbmvt.com T 877-508-8455
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Ifyou love classic pIm cameras you need to pay usavisit.
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BARN Opera

(Continued from Page 4)

This spirited evening features
acclaimed tenor and Opera Ver-
mont Artistic Director Joshua
Collier, joined by a stellar en-
semble of some of Vermontis
ynest musicians: Tim Guiles on
piano, Glendon Ingalls on bass,
and Ross Edmunds on drums.
Together, theyill bring the
warmth and magic of the sea-
son to life with beloved holiday
classics, timeless carols, and

perhaps a few surprises.

The intimate setting of the
Brandon Inn provides the per-
fect backdrop for this merry
gathering, where friends, fam-
ily, and neighbors can come to-
gether to share in the joy of the
season. Whether youire a fan
of opera, jazz, or simply love
holiday music, this performance
promises to be a highlight of
your December festivities.

Admission is free as a gift to

Master Gardener

the community, and all are wel-
come, but if you feel like sup-
porting and thanking the artists,
there will be a collection taken
after the performance to be di-
vided equally among them. So
grab a cup of cocoa (or some-
thing more festive at the bar!),
gather your loved ones, and join
us for a wonderful evening of
music, laughter, and holiday
cheer!

(Continued from Page 4)

Track 1 for those whoid like to
become certiyed UVM Exten-
sion Master Gardener Volun-
teers with a 40-hour internship
requirement and Track 2 for
non-residents and Vermont gar-
deners interested in home horti-
culture study without certiyca-
tion. The online course opens
on January 23, 2025 and runs
for 16 weeks; students have on-
line access to materials through
May 29. Track 1 students par-
ticipate in live Zoom sessions

Radio play

on Wednesdays from 6 to 7:30
p.m. from Jan 29 to May 14.
Register no later than Jan 17;
the registration fee is $400 for
Vermonters and $550 for non-
residents. Vermonters can apply
for scholarships, VSAC, and
AmeriCorps awards until De-
cember 13. To learn more and
register, visit http://go.uvm.edu/
mastergardener.

Five (5) partial scholarships
of $250 per person are open to
Rutland County residents inter-
ested in pursuing Track 1 (vol-

unteer track) of the 2025 Exten-
sion Master Gardener course.
Applications are due by no later
than 5:00 pm E.T. on Friday,
December 13, 2024.

This scholarship  program
has been funded and organized
by volunteers of the Rutland
County Chapter of the Exten-
sion Master Gardener Program.
https://www.uvm.edu/sites/de-
fault/yles/Extension-Communi-
ty-Horticulture/Courses/2025E
MGRutlandChapterScholarship
Application.pdf

(Continued from Page 3)
opportunities in the original,T
said VanBuren. 1This version
leans heavily into comedy dur-
ing the écommercial breaks.i
The cast has as much fun with it
as the audience. | want to make
sure everyone is having a blast.T

One Room Theatrics will per-
form 1A Christmas Carol: The
Radio ShowT at Stone Valley
Arts in Poultney on Friday, Dec.
13 at 7 p.m.; at the Chaffee Art
Center in Rutland on Saturday,
Dec. 14 at 7 p.m.; and at the Li-
lac Inn in Brandon on Sunday,
Dec. 15 at 2 p.m. Tickets are
$10 each and can be purchased
online through the Paramount
Theatre (paramountvt.org) or at
the door.

The Lilac Inn in Brandon is an
unconventional venue for a the-
ater production, but the antique
feel of the building will suit the
vintage setting of the radio play.

1This is a charming take on a
family favorite,T said VanBuren,
noting that the show is totally
suitable for children. He added
that ORT, which was founded at
the beginning of 2024, is eager
to create its own annual Christ-
mas traditions and that he hopes
to write a holiday piece of his
own for ORT to perform every
year.

TWe donit want to do the same
things everyone else is doing,T

m
e

o

= r - r,
T L)
Fimns .":!'..l\..:\.- s e e i

" CH RISTMAS
CARO

T &
-".-?':'. o et

—

A BT

The zlapsala 32225 b @ ey oo nover azars satzre!

Diornw Bl ..t

S HOL A

Tt o R 0 Y B
kA Yi-ika

TR v

woes i L e A
“incerd faceka L

oA Py — el

Frudd s Flmiic

[l B R e ol

R B P o PR

PICEETLS 510

al weavepurumuunbeleng

he said.

No worries about that!

So, for anyone interested in
a different take on a familiar
holiday favorite, check out TA

Christmas Carol: The Radio
ShowT this weekend.

Learn more about One Room
Theatrics at oneroomtheatrics.
com.
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(Continued from Page 3)

Sarah seems to have moved to Pittsford
to live with her daughter (and did she
bring her daughteris sampler with her?);
there, she met Thomas Hammond&a
noteworthy ygure in early Pittsford his-
tory©whose wife Hannah had died in
1819. They married. So here we have a
Mrs. Hammond who might have been
sent a token of thanks in 1830. Caver-
lyis account of Thomas Hammond cites
in particular his piety and good works.

There is an alternate candidate,
proposed by one of the sampler spe-
cialists: Louisa Chatterdon Hammond,
who married German Hammond, son of
Thomas, in 1820, and became active in
missionary affairs. But they apparently
lived in Brandon, and both of them died
in Wisconsin. There is little record of
their activities in Pittsford (German was
a State Representative in 1828).

An incomplete exploration of news-
paper records relating to Pittsford mis-
sionary activity, the family names, and
the Choctaw failed to turn up a smoking
gun. Caverlybs account of church activi-
ties in Pittsford mentions no missionary
action (hebs also very weak on recogniz-
ing wives and their contributions). But
in 1830, the Choctaw were very much
in the news, including Vermont news-
papers: they were settling disputes with
the Chickasaw and preparing a treaty

with the US government. It is sad to
note that in 1831 the Choctaw were ex-
pelled from their lands in Mississippi
and nearby states and sent on the Trail
of Tears to Oklahoma (there are still
Choctaw in Mississippi).

So we have no direct evidence to
link Sarah Penyeld Stewart Hammond
with the Mrs. Hammond named by
Christeen Baker, save the simple fact
that both samplers were passed down in
Pittsford together and the simplest link
seems to be through the Stewart wom-
en.

We have since learned of another
sampler that was made in Pittsford by
Olive Hendee in 1827. It was acquired
by a local textile specialist. Looking
into the provenance of this sampler of-
fered a different sort of problem: there
were two Olive Hendees at that time,
both granddaughters of Caleb Hendee,
one of Pittsfordis founding settlers.
One, born in 1814, married a Josiah
Leonard in 1836; a second, born in
1815, married a Roswell Woodcock in
1839. The Pittsford Historical Society
has no records of the Woodcock family
after the 1950s; the Leonard family, by
contrast, continued strong and numer-
ous until recent times. Shirley Leonard,
widow of Elwin (who stands out in the
list of Pittsford veterans), passed away
in 2023. All their children lived out of

aak [= ST T
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AN 1804 SAMPLER attributed to Henrietta Stewart. Pittsford Historical Society.

state (per the records in Pittsfordds Sec-
ond Century): by inference, the house-
hold was emptied and the sampler went
on the market.

But the pattern is clear: houses get
emptied, and the traces of history dis-
sipate. It would be nice to see greater

appreciation of the value of some of the
relics. Samplers count large in possibili-
ties: they were often framed to be pre-
served, and they document the past ac-
tivity of women in the family. And they
should be registered with the Sampler
Project.
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RESIDENTS OF SUD-
BURY gathered in front
of the Sudbury Meet-
inghouse on Sunday to
illuminate the Memory
Tree. The tree hon-
ors family and friends
who have passed. Itis a
beautiful tradition that
carries a lot of meaning
for a community.

Photos by Fiona Slattery

SUBMIT YOUR BIRTH, ANNIVERSARY,
OR WEDDING ANNOUNCEMENTS
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Border crossings
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(Continued from Page 4)
Vermont with only six 24-hour
ports of entry along its northern
border.

fiThis signiycant reduction in
hours will increase border wait
times and burden cross-border
workers and employers,T Sanders,
Welch and Balint wrote. fiSpe-
ciycally, the late hour of opening
time of these ports, at 8:00 AM,
substantially restricts the ability of
workers to cross the border in time
for work.T

Affected workers in the re-
gion include those employed by
North Country Hospital, located
in Newport © a town filiterally
situated on the Canadian border,T
according to North Countryts
CEO, Thomas Frank. In a written
statement provided by Welchés of-
yce, Frank noted the hospital fiis
the northernmost hospital and the
most rural hospital in the state of
Vermont. T

Many of the hospitalés employ-
ees are residents of Quebec and
regularly cross the border to get
to and from work & and ilike all
hospitals we are a 365/24-hour
business, T Frank said.

fiWith limited crossing hours,
many of our valued and uniquely
qualiyed providers from north
of the (border) would no longer

be able to work at our hospital,T
Frank added. iWith our rural lo-
cation, it would be impossible for
us to replace those talented folks
with Vermont residents. Patient
care would suffer tremendously
under these new border crossing
hours.T

Jay Peak Resort, located in Jay,
would also see detrimental im-
pacts due to the reduced hours,
according to the resortds presi-
dent and general manager, Steven
Wright. The resort relies on ia
consistent pow of cross-border
trafyc for both staff members and
our guests,T Wright said in a state-
ment provided by Welchés ofyce.

Canadian visitors account for
more than half of the resortds
overall gross revenue, accord-
ing to Wright, making their busi-
ness fivitalo to the resortis bottom
line. Should the proposed hour
reductions take effect, he said, the
changes fiwould force us to cut
stafyng hours and negatively im-
pact our bottom line.o

1These proposed hours virtually
eliminate the ability for our over-
night and evening staff to do their
jobs and will force thousands of
Canadian guests to reduce or elim-
inate stays here at the mountain,T
Wright added. 1As an employer of
more than 1,500 \ermonters, we

understand budget and operating
challenges & but returning North
Troy Port hours to pandemic-era
scenarios will create more prob-
lems than it tries to solve.T

The delegation also noted in
its letter that the Infrastructure

Investment and Jobs Act of 2021
allocated $3.4 billion for modern-
ization of 26 land ports of entry
nationwide, including yve in \Ver-
mont. One of those locations that
saw a major investment, Alburgh,
is now slated to see service reduc-

tions.

Vermontts members of Con-
gress concluded their letter urging
CBP to fitake immediate action to
reverse your November 20th deci-
sion and return all facilities in \Ver-
mont to pre-pandemic hours.0

Brandon

Brain Buster

Answered

Answer: C

If Bobby can walk the en-
tire length of the track in 12
minutes, then in 10 minutes
(when he stops walking)
he will have covered 10/12
or 5/6 of the total distance.
This means there remains
1/6 of the total distance be-
tween where Bobby stops
and where he began. If Anna
can walk the entire length of

the track in 15 minutes, then
in 10 minutes she will have
covered 10/15 or 2/3 of the
total distance. This means
that there remains 1/3 of the
total distance between Anna
and her starting point at the
moment when Bobby stops
walking. In order to meet
Bobby *where he is after he
stops*, Anna must complete
the 1/3 and then complete
the 1/6 that remains be-

'\_ o o

J1

tween the starting point and
Bobbybs stopping point. So,
Anna would have to walk
1/3 + 1/6 of the total dis-
tance to reach Bobby where
he stops. 1/3 + 1/6 = 2/6 +
1/6 = 3/6 = 1/2.

The answer is C.

Get:$24,500

off weatherization projects with home repairs’

Stay warmer all winter and stop wasting the heat you've paid for!
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STUDENT: Zaidyn McGraw
GRADE: 4

SCHOOL: Neshobe North Campus
MEDIUM: Colored pencils
TEACHER: Ms Hayes
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MAPLEmE(ﬂ}wm by (Matd Cucons

Saulsin
Lemiry, comea in!

Whoopsies?

Where I'm From

by Xavier

5th grade class at
Otter Creek Academy

| am from a Ripstick,

from a bike and a 4-wheeler.
Fo you always

| am from the
have to enfer your
house like that=

pavement on the road.
| am from camping -
the rivers,
and the re.
| m from chicken nuggets and french fries, : | Hah; not my
f ketch dBB place; I got
rom Ketchup an Q sauce. , custom doors.
| m from the fridge
and the oven, A% SUBMIT YOUR BIRTH, ANNIVERSARY,
¥ OR WEDDING ANNOUNCEMENTS

news@brandonreporter.com

from salt and pepper.
| m from the kitchen

and the table.

| m from Brawl Stars and Fortnite,
and Call of Duty. N = _Eﬂqj,fﬁﬂ Eﬂj-%iﬁﬂp
| am from playing with Dexter and Isaac. . 3 =

e

I : 2012 HYUNDAI ACCENT
202 4&5 GLS, Auto, FWD, 135k miles

2020 FORD F250
Superduty XTD Cab 4X4, XL package, 91k miles
$29,995

S 6 BSCRIBE

- .r.l 5 ! o A P
2016 TOYOTA COROLLA 2016 TOYOTA TUNDRA 2013 TOYOTA TACOMA
to T H E B RA N D O N R E P O RT E R S, FWD, Auto, Loaded, 108k miles DB Cab SR5 4X4, TRD, 5.7 V8 94k miles DB Cab, 4X4, SR5, V6, 86k miles
$13,995 $28,995 $21,995

el

AFFORDABLE, SAFE & RELIABLE WlmEtt Trad | ng Com pany

USED CARS AND TRUCKS at the Big White Barn in Leicester

We also buy cars, Michael Jackman, 52 Years Experience
locate specialty orders David Wimett, 39 Years Experience 802 465 4688

Annual subscription for just $45.
brandonreporter.com

WE NEED U

& consider consignments Mark Grant, 11 Years Experience

Call Dave for an appointment . ) ] .
2668 Route 7 Leicester, VT 05733 wimetttradingco@gmail.com
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Calendar of events

Brandon Rec offers Aikido classes

Aikido with Brandon Rec -- Aikido classes for Youth

'392/( "mc @ctksr *492/( ~s Ag menm+ Snvm Gk B ~im linng
Beginners and Spectators always welcome! For more
hmeng B ~shnm+ uhrhs Vv v-@hjhcnUdg B nms-ngF

Maclure Library Story Time Playgroup
Looking for a fun, educational playgroup for your 2ii5
xd™q nkc> Knnj mn etgsgdg Eqnl 0/ ~-B-+ 01 o-0-infm
Lfrr @kbd+ ~ bdgshldc sd~bgdg eng ~ vddjkx EQDD kisdg ™ bx,
a’"rdc ok™xfgnto- Kifgs rm~bjr vik ad ognuhcdct “knmF
with stories, crafts, songs,
T Bdrt “mc Ingd- Sn
ﬁ qdfhrsde okd™rd d B "tk ~khd-
) Torelsgr?gbobb-ngF visg
4 your childis name, age, and
contact information for
xntqe™ Bhioe

Friends Zone

Need a safe space to so-
bh~kyd> Bn B d infm tr ~s sgd
Eghdmer Ynmd- Nodm Stdr-
days 1213 pm at the Brandon United Methodist Church, 1
Eq mjkim Rsgdds+ Aq-menm- Ldds whsg nkc eghdmer “me B~ jd
mdv nmdr- Ok™x b~ qcrt bghaa™ Fd+ ng X" gsydd- Ots ~ otyykd
together or bring your arts, crafts, and hobbies to work
nm- Rm~bjr “mc adudq™ fdr ognuicdc- @k ~qd vdkbn Bd sn
“ssdmc-

Eng B ngd hmeng B ~shnm bnms™bs o~ rsng Uhbjh Chrngc™
‘uptddmnesgdd~gsg?F B “fk-bn B ng '7/1(234,3014(-

Pokémon Club at the Brandon Free Public Library
2+4 o - @Fdr 6*-

Magic the Gathering at the Brandon Free Public Library
41601

Pins & Needles Craft Club at the Brandon Free Public
Library

Cgno imegn B 492/+6%// o B+ “mc agmF xntq ognidbsr sn
vngj nm-

Ping Pong

The club has begun playing on
Wednesday evenings starting at
6 o-0-tis vikk Bdds md™gkx dudgx
Wednesday year-round in the
gym at the Rutland Area Christian
School in Rutland, located at the
bngmdg ne L_dignrd @ud- ~mc Km-
bnkm @ud- m Qtsk™mc+ ™ aknbj egn
sgd imsdgrdbsinm ne Qntsd 6 “mc
Ldkgnrd @ud- *00/ Kimbnkm @ud-+
Qtsk"mect US /46/0(-

Being a part of this unique and exciting club offers a
variety of activities, including regular practice, a challenge
board, clinics for beginner and advanced play, singles
and doubles, inter-club events with other table tennis
bktar+ “mc dudm sntgm™ B dmsr-

fe xnt ~qd fmsdgdrsdc hm s™akd sdmmir “r ™ gdbgd “shnm ™k nq
athletic activity, weire interested in you! There is a modest
membership fee of only $30, although you can come
svibd egdd “r ntq Ftdrs- AgmT xntg rmd” jdgr “mc o~ cckd
(or use ours) and have some fun playing a great game of

e0onm¥

For further information about the Green Mountain Table
Sdmmhr Bktat uhrhs ntq bkta+ vdarhsd ~s vvv-F B ssb-bn -

Free Drop-In Tech Support at the Brandon Free Public
Library
4:30A6 pm

Yoga Prana Shakti Zoom & Studio Chair Yoga, Gentle,
Wednesdays

From 10:30/111:30 am at 155 Woodstock Avenue in
Qtsk™met Kim™ Bkneed G mrnm "O”qush( needgr ~m D~ gsg
Bnmrbhdmshintr+ Rohghst ™k Fdmskd Ogxrib~k Xn¥™ Oq”bshbd-
Vd Bdds nm Lnmc™xr uh™ ynn B- Bnms™bs eng Ynn I kmj-
(There is also a Monday Zoom only class)

Mns dudgxnmd b™m Fds to “mc cnvm nee ne sgd lInng d” rikx
B~ jimF sq” cisinm ™k xn ¥~ bk~ rrdr chel btks- e xnt g~ud ogxrh-
cal limitation or a health issue this might be the ideal
bk™rr eng xnt- \Vhsg sgd gdko ne ~ bg~hg Bnrs odnokd b™m

0q bstbd xnT™ “mc ¢qd~ o sgd admd Isr ne mbgd " rdc bhgb k-
sinmt @™k~ mbd+ lldwhalkisx: B nafiisx rsgdmfsg “me B ngd-

We spend a fair amount of the time exercising in a seated
position in the chairs but if possible, we also do exercises
rs”mcim+ trim¥ sgd bg “hgr eng rtoongs- Sgd dwdgbhrdr

b m ad ~citrsdc eng imchuhct k mddcr “me vd Bnud s ©

bn Bengs™akd o~bd- ff sghmj xnt vikk rnnm mnsibd ™~ cheedgdmbd
nmbd xnt rs”gs- KnnjimE engv ~gc sn rddimf xnt hm bk~ rr

Kim™ 'O~ qu~si( g~ r 1/ oktr xd~gr ne dwodgidmbd sd~bgimF
“mc ~ kedknm® odgrnm™k oq” bsibd-

To stay tuned if there are any cancellations, follow on
E~bdannj “mc Fds nm ntq d B “hkkirs- #04.bk rr-

Free drop-in homework help wth Dan for grades K-12!
Vdcmdre™xr 292/+49// ol "s sgd Ag"mcnm Eqdd Otakib
Khag ™ gx

Coffee and Cards at the Brandon Free Public Library
1+3 ol- Bnd ok™x AgicFd: Gd™gsr+ nq nsgdq £~ Bdr Bne-
edd “mc sd” “oqd Tu'lkT akd-

Ukulele Group

Eqdd s sgd Bg~eedd @qs Bdmsdg egn B 01+0 o- B -+ eng ~cthsr
% 01%*- Sghr hr mns ~ bk rr ats ~ Fgnto dminximT ok™ximF sgd
tjthdkd snfdsgdg Ltrs ogd,qdFhrsde Sgdad “od ~ kilfsdc

~ I ntms ne hm,gntrd fmrsqt B dmsr sn qdrdqud-

@ssdmcddr vikk ad kdc sggntFg rodbhlb rgdds B trib ax
1 tribh™m Rsdudm Vfkrnm- @k kdudkr ~qd vdkbn B d-

Open Mic at Red Clover in
Brandon

Infm tr rs”gsm¥ “s5o-0-eng °
rousing good time!

Chaffee Art Center All

About the Arts Free Class for
kids 3f5

Eqnl 00" BxMnnm£LEQDD Rstcdmsr Wik g~ ud etm bgd ~shmF
and doing activities with art, music, literature, and more!

Nmd egdd annj odg rstcdms vikk ad Fiudm vddjkx "vgikd
supplies last) thanks to our partners at Rutland Free Li-
aq gx @ctks Btrs “bbn B o mx bgfkcgdm tmedq ~Fd 3- Ltrs

oqd,qdfirsdg ax VVdemdre™x d~bg vddj-
fmrsgtbsngd Kngh Rtku™m: Lim B €0 2-

Coming to the

Crockedl Cards for G ale

Alaand surdleazel far 5200
Icarea zerburdbe

& precesdrpe rrasrdugdagem
ik FHLFord Harks | Sec ki,

Maclure Library Knitting Circle
Bn B d inim tr vddjkx sn rg~qd ognidbsr egn B mnnm + 19//
o-I-

Brandon Senior Center Game Day
Bn B d inhm tr dudgx Eqhc™x s 19// o-B- B qcr+ ¢ gsr+
otyykdrt an~qc ¥ B dr+ bnknghm¥-

Corn Hole at the Godnick Adult Center

By request, we will have drop-in cornhole in the Rec Hall
nmEgc xregn B 1£3 o- -

Ok™x wisg vgn B dudg rgnvr to d~bg shll d ng itrs og” bstbd
your cornhole skills!

Bingo at the Brandon Senior Center

Efgrs R™stgc™x ned~bg Bnmsgegn I 01 o-0-sn 2 o- B - AgmF
lunch, and the Center will provide beverages, des-

rdgsrt “'mc ~ fnnc shlld- @ fgd s v xsno™rr ~ R7stgc™x
“esdgmninm- Okd ™ rd cfgdbs “mx ptdrsinmr sn 3~ sgx L"sghr s
136,2010-

Storytime at the Brandon Free Public Library
Inim tr dudgx R™stqc™x s 0792/ ~- 1 - eng ofbstgd annj
rsngxsh B d- @k ~Fdr vdkon I d-

Brandon Town Hall Painting with Crystal
Baxrs~k Jdsbg™ B kd~cr “m “k ~Fdr o hmsimF dudms

Yes, you CAN paint! More info, contact Crystal at ceast-
1" m772F 0 "lk-bnll

1The study of art is the most important study a garden
cdrifmdg b™m otgrtd-—

NXT Rockumentary Film Series © Madonna: Truth or
Dare (1991)

il onrrhakx ad™ tshetk imbgdchakx r B ~gst rtgoghrimFix b™mehe
“mc ldmchrgkx b~ kbtk™shm¥+ sgd L™ cnmm™ ne Sytsg ng C~qd
ir “cdos “s rn” jimF to dudgx fmbg ne sgd ronsihfgs- Chqdb-
sng @kdj Jdrghrgh™m+ cnbt B dms™gx ~ants sgd rimfdg+



ard Lbrarg'a

LIy
K BASKET

Blond Ambition Tour purports to offer a closer look at
the Material Girl, but her media sophistication is too
formidable, making us always question whos the realT
Madonna: the savvy businesswoman or the needy brat.
Whatis not in dispute, however, is that her eye-popping,
ear-candy concert performances slay. © Rolling Stone.
2 hrs. From 7/i9 pm at Next Stage Arts, 15 Kimball Hill,
Putney. $10.

Maclure Libarary
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Jingle Bell Shop & Rutland

Get into the holiday spirit! Join us for a special event that
brings Downtown Rutland businesses together with bev-
erage and food producers, artists, and activities. Youill
have the opportunity to visit almost thirty stops where
xnt b m rgnot dminx r kdr “mc g elldrt r~ B okd ennc “mc
drinks, catch up with friends, and enjoy the festive season
together. A great way to shop and support local this holi-
day season! 58 pm. Tickets on sale now at downtownrut-
land.com/jinglebellshop

The Kat & Brett Holiday Show 2024!

The show (a true Christmas gift!) featuring Tyler Bolles on
upright bass and Will Seeders on a variety of instruments
offers songs of holiday heartbreak & holiday cheer. Itis
bejeweled with storytelling, originals, and beloved clas-
sics alike. Itis guaranteed to warm your heart, pique your
nostalgia and create a loving container for those good
oli holiday blues that we all know so well. If the holidays
are an opportunity to journey within, Kat & Brett are

your ideal, big-hearted guides. Look forward to soaring
harmonies, intimate, tender moments, timeless songwrit-

Brandon Area Food Shelf

We are located at Brandon United Meth-

The Brandon Area Food Shelf is open
Tuesdays 12/i3 pm, Sundays 12:30fi2 pm,

to anyone who needs assistance.
Walk-ins are welcome.

VT

For more information, please call Kathy
Mathis (802-247-3121) or Pastor Vicki
Disorda (802-345-4125).

odist Church, 1 Franklin Street, Brandon,

ing & charismatic, connective showmanship. Itis easy to
see how for over a decade the Kat & Brett Holiday Féte
has had audiences singing along, throwing their heads
back in knowing laughter, and of course wiping away a
sentimental tear or two. From 7fi10 pm at Burnham Hall,
52 East River Road, Lincoln. $35.

Brass Quintet and Counterpoint & Warren

VSOis annual tour of festive brass and choral music, with a
mix of sacred and secular holiday tunes, includes a world-
premiere performance from a Music-COMP student, and
collaborations with community singers. Conducted by
Nathaniel G. Lew. Doors open at 6:30 pm, concert begins
at 7 pm. Warren United Church, 339 Main Street, Warren.
Note: Admission is free but you must make a reservation
to hold your seat.

Holiday Open House & Rutland Railway Association
The Rutland Railway Association, located at the historic
Center Rutland Railroad Station, is having their First An-
nual Holiday Open House. On the 13th and 20th, from
6n8 pm, the station will welcome visitors to view the
museum collection as well as the two operating model
railroad layouts.

Rutland Free Library Book Sale
Thousands of organized, gently used books, CDs, DVDs
and puzzles for all ages.

Always a broad selection of rare and antique books. All
purchases by donation only. Limit of two grocery bags per
monthly sale per family. Public always welcome. No book
dealers.

Proceeds to support library programs and collections and
designated library projects.

www.rutlandfree.org. 10 Court St., Rutland. 802-773-1860.
Fri., Dec. 13 (10fi2) and Sat., Dec. 14 (10fi2).

Rutland Youth Theatre presents EIf, Jr.
Rutland Youth Theatre presents EIf, Jr. the Musical! Based
nm sgd adknudc gnihic™x Tk B+ sghr gk~ gintr Irg,nts,ne,v -
sdg bn B dcx enkknvr Atccex sgd Dke im ghr ptdrs sn Imc ghr
true identity. Buddy, a young orphan, mistakenly crawls
into Santais bag of gifts and is transported to the North
Pole. The would-be elf is raised, unaware that he is actual-
ly a human, until his enormous size and poor toy-making
abilities cause him to face the truth. With Santais permis-
sion, Buddy embarks on a
journey to New York City
sn Imc ghr ahgsg e~ sgdg “mc
discover his true identity.
Faced with the harsh real-
ity that his father is on the
naughty list and that his
half-brother
doesnit
even be-
lieve in San-
ta, Buddy is
determined
S to win over
his new family and help
New York remember the
true meaning of Christ-
mas.

Three shows: Friday 12/13
@ 7PM, Saturday 12/14
@ 2PM & 7PM. Tickets:
Adults: $15 + tax/fees.
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Children under 18/Seniors over 65: $10 + tax/fees.

Learn to Crochet & Green Mountain Yarn and Fiber
Join us to learn how to crochet! This class is for complete
newbies to crocheting. Participants will begin a simple
crochet project in the class to learn basic stitches, termi-
nology, and pattern reading. The cost is $25 per person,
and you will need a size H hook
as well as worsted weight yarn

for the class. Preregistration is re-
quired; register on our website. 11
amfi12:30 pm at Green Mountain
Yarn and Fiber, 217 Woodstock
Avenue, Rutland.

Learn to Spin & Green Mountain Yarn and Fiber

Join Marilyn Brandner, of Mount Nickwackett Sheep Farm
and Pride of VT Shepherds, to learn how to spin your own
yarn. Spinning wheels and supplies will be provided, but
you are welcome to bring your own wheel if you have one.
Class is limited to 3 students, so there will be plenty of in-
dividualized attention. Cost is $50 and includes all materi-
als. Preregistration is required. 14 pm at Green Mountain
Yarn and Fiber, 217 Woodstock Avenue, Rutland.

Sherlock Holmes and the Case of the Jersey
Lily © West Rutland Town Hall Theater
West Rutlandis student theater group, WestSide Drama,
presents 1Sherlock Holmes and the Case of the Jersey
LilyT by Katie Forgette. This is the new theater groupis
lqrs ethk kdmFsg ok™x “mec rdbnme rgnv dudg Sghr b™rs “mc
crew are made up of eleven students in grades 5i11.

This case brings the wit of Oscar Wilde to the cunning of
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle when Wilde brings his dear friend,
Lillie Langtry, to Baker Street. Someone has stolen the
highly intimate letters Lillie exchanged with the Prince of
Wales, and now she is being blackmailed. Only Holmes
can solve the case in this mystery comedy. Town Hall
Theater, Saturday at 7 pm, and Sunday at 2 pm. $10.

Handelis Messiah & Grace Congregational Church of
Rutland

Grace Congregational Church of Rutland presents Mes-
siah: Part 1 and the Hallelujah Chorus by George Frideric
Handel at 3:30 and 7:00 pm Sunday the 15th.

The Rutland Area Chorus, Festival Orchestra and guest
soloists under the direction of Alastair Stout is an eagerly
anticipated and well-attended yearly event. This yearis
performance features soloists Evangelia Leontis, soprano;
Amy Frostman, mezzo soprano; Ryan Mangan, tenor;
and David Rugger, bass. Nearly 80 volunteer singers will
be part of the Rutland Area Chorus and 20 instrumen-
talists make up the Grace Festival Orchestra. Also to
be performed is the winner of this yearis Composition
Competition: Be Still by Dale Sakamoto. Be Still is based
upon Psalm 46 and takes the listener on a journey from
Tan unsettled rever-
ence and instabilityT
resolving to a ijubilant
reminder that God is
always with usT thus
restoring feelings of
peace and joy. With an
added element of call and response, it serves as 1both
a meditation and a prayerT making this piece an ideal
pairing with Handelis Messiah. A free will offering will be
accepted. For more information, visit gracechurchvt.org
or call 802-775-4301.
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Brandon Festival Singers

(Continued from Page 1)

ten Varian, and Terry Zimmer; tenors
Jessica Doos, Sue Gage, Phyllis Torrey,
Mary Lou Webster, and Trace Worobe;
and basses Bernie Carr, Bill Moore,
Rick Oberkirch, David Roberts, Frank
Spezzano, and Norman Welch.

This yearis program included solos
from tenor Joshua Collier, pautist Julia
Murach, and harpist Margie Bekoff. All
performed with a grace and subtlety be-
ytting the music.

Ms. Childers accompanied on piano
with versatility and great sensitivity to
the music. Her rendition of Silent Night
gave the classic a slightly jazzy feel
reminiscent of the 1940s. Hillary Knapp

acted as page turner and made sure Ms.
Childers was always where she needed
to be in the music.

The singers worried about their per-
formances up to the day of, but the en-
semble sounded terriyc, with a sweet
tone and angelic harmonies.

And, of course, Mr. Childers kept the
entire program on track, conducting
with conydence and clear love for the
music.

1ltis a joy and a pleasure to sing for
all of you,T he said at the end of the pro-
gram. iWe hope this is a good part of
your holiday season.T

Indeed, it is.

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: Rev. Sara Ros-
sigg of the Brandon Congregational Church
stands welcomes the audience to the con-
cert; Director Gene Childers addresses the
“rrdBakx: 1th™ Ltg bg nm sgd lltsd: Sdmng
Joshua Collier; Jean Childers on the piano
with Hillary Knapp (right) turning pages;
Kristen Varian, Jean Butler, Teena Foster, Hil-
ary Collier, and Barbara White with Ms. Mu-
rach in the background; the soprano section;
Margie Bekoff on harp; Anna de Boer and
Christy Harding.
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(Continued from Page 1)
in Otter Creek. The restricted
stretch of the road would extend
from the bridge to the railroad
overpass near the intersection of
Carver and Nickerson Road.

The Brandon town manage-
ment team had proposed the
idea directly to Pittsford Town
Manager David Atherton, who
brought the issue to the atten-
tion of the Pittsford Selectboard
earlier this fall. While the Bran-
don Selectboard has already
discussed the matter at one of
its meetings, Pittsford Select-
board Chair Alicia Malay said
on Wednesday that no one from
Brandonis Selectboard or town
management had yet approached
Pittsford directly.

The contingent of Brandon
residents had come to Pittsford
to dissuade the Pittsford Select-
board from agreeing to the clo-
sure. Many of these residents had
also voiced their opposition to
the plan directly to the Brandon
Selectboard at that boardis last
meeting. Brandon Selectboard
Chair Doug Bailey had stated
his intention to attend Pittsfordis
Selectboard meeting but was not
present on Wednesday.

The main argument present-
ed to the Pittsford Selectboard
against the change was that it
would prevent people from en-
joying the natural area that the
road passes through without do-
ing much to deter illegal dump-
ing.

The Brandon contingent sug-
gested that the solution to the

dumping is increased police
presence on the road.

1l just canit see closing the
road,T said one Brandon resident
who had been using the road
from the age of 15 to his cur-
rent age of 70. 1Are you going
to close every road with trash on
it?T

1l donit think anyone on this
board is interested in closing
down the road,T said Ms. Malay.

Pittsford board member Tom
Hooker said, 1Once you close a
road, you never get it back.T

Pittsford board members also
expressed concern that Syndi-
cate Road/Carver Street is some-
times used in emergencies as
an alternative to Route 7 and/or
West Creek/Florence Road as a
means to travel between Bran-
don and Pittsford.

If Brandon chooses to move
forward with the plan, public
hearings would need to be held
in both Brandon and Pittsford
before either townis board could
formally vote on the proposal.

Pittsford  Selectboard Vice
Chair David Mills did not par-
ticipate in the discussion because
he owns land along the roadway
in question.

CEDRR

Lyle Jepson of the Chamber &
Economic Development of the
Rutland Region (CEDRR) asked
the board to include $3,000 for
CEDRR in Pittsfordis Fiscal
Year 2026 budget, which will
be voted on at Town Meeting in
March.

Mr. Jepson explained that CE-

DRR has been working to bring
new residents to Rutland Coun-
ty, including through a program
that invites people from around
the country to spend a weekend
discovering the Rutland area.

The discussion drifted from
CEDRRGs speciyc programs to a
general conversation about what
Pittsford needs to do to attract
new residents and businesses.

Mr.  Atherton stated that
Pittsford could use assistance
expanding its water and sewer
networks in anticipation of new
housing construction. He also
stated that Pittsford could use
more buildings that were suitable
for industrial/manufacturing use
and that designating certain ar-
eas of Pittsford as neighborhood
zones could exempt them from
some ired tapeT that might hin-
der their development.

Board member Mark Win-
slow asked Mr. Jepson how
CEDRR was addressing what
he described as overregulation
of childcare facilities and septic
systems. Mr. Jepson replied that
CEDRR was trying to tackle the
issue and that pushback against
overregulation was needed.

After Mr. Jepson left the
meeting, the Board continued
to discuss the possible iripple
effectst of new development
in Killington and downtown
Rutland, which Board members
believed would beneyt Pittsford.

Mr. Mills expressed his sup-
port for CEDRR, saying that
helping economic growth in
Rutland County overall will help

Pittsford.

The Board unanimously ap-
proved the $3,000 allocation for
CEDRR in the FY26 budget that
will go before voters in March.

PERSONAL PROPERTY AP-
PRAISALS
Pittsfordis ~ Assessor, Lisa

Wright, asked the Board to re-
new an annual contract with
Gail Gantick of G & K Associ-
ates to conduct the townis annu-
al appraisal of taxable business
equipment. Vermont law allows
towns to decide whether to tax

business personal property. Not
all have chosen to do so.
Pittsford requires businesses
within its jurisdiction to submit
inventories of 1all furniture and
yxtures, apparatus, tools, imple-
ments, books, machines, boats,
construction devices, and all per-
sonal property used or intended
to be used for the production,
processing, fabrications, assem-
bling, handling, or transport of
anything of valueOT (as per a
letter sent to Pittsford businesses
(See Pittsford SB, Page 18)

REAL ESTATE

In-town & Waterfall Views!
What a spot for your new business - in the center of the thriving villaﬁe
of Brandon and overlooking the waterfall on the Neshobe River! The
property has been a family run barbershop since 1931. Being sold “as-
1s” without the equipment, although the seller would consider selling
the equipment to someone seeking to reopen
the shop. Upstairs is a permitted apartment for
additional rental income or in-town living.
$125,000

802-236-9112 Wendy@RoweRealEstate.com
RoweRealEstate.com
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Mim's Photos

Can you identify any of the people in these vintage photos from
Mim Weltonis Dateline Brandon newspaper archives? Let us know!

Recognized

Linda Creeley recognized her husband, Dale, in this
photo.

E-mail kate@brandonreporter.com
if you can identify someone in
these photos.

Or call us at 247-8080




Crossword

CLUES DOWN

CLUES ACRQOSS

1. Thou__doit

6. Sino-Soviet block (abbr.)

9. Brainstem part

13. Town in New York state

14. Little (Spanish)

15. Continent

16. Retch

17. Short-billed rails

18. Small period of time (abbr.)

19. Confused

21. Ateam needs one

22.Woman in ancient times

23. Republican Party

24. Spanish be

25.1The GodfatherT character
Johnny

28. Not around

29. City in Zambia

31. A type of beginning

33. Numb

36. Gurus

38. Small, gray-headed crow

39. Vehicle type

41. Disorders

44, One point east of southeast

45, Indian soldier

46. Tree type

48. Midway between south and
southeast

49. It cools your home

51. Corn comes on it

52. Shipis deck

54. A way to bake

56. Improvised

60. ButterUy genus

61. Baseball Oelds have them

62. Designated space

63. Discharge

64. Two of something

65. Once more

66. Part of your face

67. Tax collector

68. Cassia tree

1. One-time Aaron Rodgers
target

Wings

Overly studious person

They protect your valuables

The Volunteer State

Non-hydraulic cement

Horse mackerel

Jackson and Diddley are two

Splendid displays

10. Mountain in NE Greece

11. A daughter or your brother
or sister

12. German surname

14. Having more than one
husband at a time

17. Romanian city

20. Energy

21. Makes less hot

23. Gas diffusion electrode

25. Former CIA

26. Set an example for others

27. Support of a particular
person

29. One from the Big Apple

30. Mountain range

32. Violate the sanctity of
something

34. Supervises Uying

35. Talks

37. Persian male given name

40. Born of

42. Forcibly take oneis
possessions

43. Discounts

47. Knockouts

49. Posh Colorado destination

50. Form of therapy

52. British rock band

53. Type of virus (abbr.)

55. The U. of Miami mascot is
one

56. Volcanic crater

57. Middle Eastern nation

58. Sinn __, Irish organization

59. Ethiopian lake

61. Bits per inch (abbr.)
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Home for the Holidays:
Adopt or Foster Today!

65. Equally
Hereis how a sudoku puzzle 5 4
works: Sudoku puzzles are
formatted as a 9x9 grid, 8 1 3
broken down into nine 3x3
boxes. To solve a sudoku 2 7
every row, every column and
every box must contain the 4
numbers 1 through 9. Each
number must appear only
once in each row, column 8 6 4 7
and box. Figure out where
sn 1k tm sgd Bhrrimf mt B adgr
by using the numeric clues 2 9 8
already provided in the 5 6
boxes. The more numbers
sg”s “qd lkdc tm+ sgd d”rhdg hs
gets to solve . 4 6 1
PUZZLE SOLUTIONS
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MEET PIE - 1.5-YEAR-OLD. NEUTERED MALE. LIONHEAD. WHITE.
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RUTLAND COUNTY
ITUMANE S0OCIETY
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OUR ADOPTION CENTER IS OPEN
TUESDAYASATURDAY FROM
11AMA4PM.
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OFF THE SHELF
ikl B | U ERT

Ongoing weekly
events:

Tuesdays:

Pokemon Club: 3fi5 pm

Magic the Gathering: 5A7
pm

Pins and Needles: 5:30 A 7
pm - bring a craft, chat with
fellow crafters

Tech Help drop-in: 5fi6 pm

Wednesdays:
Homework Help: 3:30fi5 pm
Tech Help: 56 pm
Open Art Night: 5i7 pmi
bring your own paints, clay, etc

Thursdays:
Storytime: 10:30 am

Coffee and Cards: 2/i4 pm
ASL Club: 4/i5 pm

Fridays:

Friday Flicks: 1i3 pm - Movie
of the week and popcorn

D&D for teens
and adults: emalil
eric@brandonpubliclibrary.org
for info

Saturdays:
Storytime: 10:30 am

Other events:

Grief Group: 2nd Wednes-
days, 5:30f7pm

Teen Advisory Group: (ages
a& aQz ppaC Ope}[Gaz GGG T éN

Game Nights - 3rd Thurs-
days, 6A8pm

Pittsford SB

T T
BRANDON

FREE PLUELIC

LIBRARY

DID YOU KNOW?

We will have some
closures over the holi-
days. We will be closing
at 3 pm 12/24, closed
12/25, 12/26, closing at
3 pm 12/31, and closed
Jan 1.

D&D for teens: email eric@
brandonpubliclibrary.org  for
details

Book Talk: (starting back up
in Jan 2025) - 1st Tuesdays,
6i7pm

Cookbook Club: (starting
Jan 2025), 3rd Thursdays- more
details to come!

(Continued from Page 15)

by Ms. Wright on February 15,
2024). The tax does not apply
to a businessis inventory of pro-
duced goods.

According to Ms. Wright, the
value of such property accounts
for over 10% of the townis
Grand List ($48 million out of
$397 million overall) and brings
in almost $260,000 in tax rev-
enue annually. Ms. Wright also
stated that the 2024 tax rate for
personal property was 0.6744%,
which means that for every 100
dollars of value, the business
owner would be taxed 67 cents.

Ms. Wright oversees the ap-
praisals of the townis real prop-
erty©houses, buildings, and
land&and informed the Board
that she did not feel qualiyed to
oversee the appraisal of personal
property. Instead, Ms. Gantick of
G & K would be preferable, in
Ms. Wrightis estimation.

The Board discussed whether
the appliances of a short-term
rental (e.g., dishwashers, refrig-
erators, etc.) should be taxed un-
der this program.

Ms. Malay also noted that
many business owners ynd the
requirement iinvasive.T

Ms.  Wright added that
Pittsford would likely be facing
a town-wide re-assessment of all
real property because the value
of the townis Grand List was
now signiycantly less than the
fair-market value of the proper-
ty. The state requires a re-assess-
ment when a townis Grand List
drops below a certain percent-
age of fair-market value, which
is based on actual sales over a
3-year period. The earliest a re-
assessment could be carried out
would be 2028 or 2029, accord-
ing to Ms. Wright.

The Board unanimously ap-
proved the renewal of the con-

tract at $12,000.
FIRE TRUCK LEASE PAY-
MENT

The Board unanimously

agreed to spend $180,000 to pay
off the remainder of the townis
obligation on the Pittsford Fire
Departmentis ladder truck. The
$180K will come from the Ve-
hicle Replacement Fund, which
already has $409K in it. This
payment allows the town to save
$22,000 in interest payments an-
nually and, according to Town
Manager David Atherton, will
keep the FY26 budget only 1.4%
higher than the current yearis
budget.
WARRANTS AND ORDERS
The Board approved an order
in the amount of $453,088.34 to
cover the townis obligations and
expenses. This amount included
$271,134.86 to Pike Industries
for paving.

S 6 BSCRIBE
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brandonreporter.com
Annual subscription for just $45.

THE BRANDON REPORTER

Brandon

Police Report

December 2

T Conducted a patrol of Carv-
er Street, Rossiter Street, and
Church Street due to recent
vehicle break-ins in that area.
The Brandon Police Depart-
ment (BPD) strongly encour-
ages the public to keep all ve-
hicles locked, especially during
nighttime hours.

T Conducted a patrol on Park
Street.

T Vehicle stop on Grove
Street for speeding. Warning
issued.

T Conducted speed enforce-
ment on Carver Street due to
reports of ongoing speeding
complaints by area residents.
One speeding violation ob-
served.

T Vehicle stop on Carver
Street for speeding. Warning
issued.

T Received a walk-in com-
plaint of a late reported hit-
and-run vehicle crash that
might have occurred in the
parking lot of the Post Ofyce
on Conant Square. However,
the complainant later reported
the damage was believed to be
caused by the operator hitting
his own garage.

A Took yngerprints for nurs-
ing licensure.

A Took yngerprints for a vol-
unteer.

A Took yngerprints for school
employment.

December 3

T Responded to a report of a
suspicious vehicle across from
a residence on Town Farm
Road. The vehicle was deemed
abandoned and was creating a
trafyc hazard in the roadway.
The vehicle was ultimately
towed from the area.

A Conducted trafyc enforce-
ment near the intersection of
Franklin Street and Park Street.
One trafyc stop was initiated.

T Assisted a motorist at the
Hannaford Supermarket regain
entry to his truck after he acci-
dentally locked his keys inside.

T Vehicle stop near the inter-
section of Franklin Street and
Park Street for a cell phone vio-
lation. Warning issued.

T Received a report from a
resident on North Street of an
unwanted individual on their
property. The subject left prior
to the police being contacted.
The property owner was ad-
vised that the matter was civil
in nature (regarding the own-
ership of an animal), but that
she had the option to issue a
trespass notice against the indi-

vidual who had come onto her
property. A trespass notice was
later served on that individual.

A Performed VIN veriycation
on a trailer.

T Assisted the driver of an
Amazon delivery truck that got
stuck on a class 4 road in the
area of Fay Road and Churchill
Road. A local tow company
helped the driver get his vehi-
cle back on the road.

T Responded to suspicious
activity regarding a vehicle
parked at a home on Prospect
Street. The responding ofycer
determined that the vehicle be-
longed to a contractor that was
at the location pouring con-
crete.

T Received a complaint of an
assault that occurred on North
Street. Investigation ongoing
with an arrest warrant most
likely being sought for the sus-
pect.

December 4

T Conducted speed enforce-
ment on Carver Street. Two
operators were stopped for ve-
hicle violations. One ticket is-
sued.

T Vehicle stop on Carver
Street for speeding. Warning
issued.

T Conducted speed enforce-
ment on Forest Dale Road
by the Brandon Senior Cen-
ter due to ongoing speeding
complaints. One operator was
stopped and ticketed.

T Vehicle stop on Forest Dale
Road for a speed limit viola-
tion. Ticket issued.

T \ehicle stop on Carver
Street for failure to yield. The
operatoris driveris license was
determined to be civilly sus-
pended and a ticket was issued.

1 Assisted the Rutland Coun-
ty Sheriffis Department with a
Writ Of Possession service at a
residence on Deer Run Road.

T Conducted speed enforce-
ment on Park Street. No viola-
tions were observed.

T Received a report of a vehi-
cle versus pedestrian accident
on Prospect Street. The inci-
dent is under investigation.

A Took yngerprints for em-
ployment.

December 5

T Conducted a foot patrol on
Birch Hill Road.

Conducted a foot patrol on S
T hort Swamp Road.

T Conducted a foot patrol on
Hollow Road.

T Conducted a foot patrol on

(See Police report, Page 19)






