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Brooks and Disorda families.
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Jay Cravents newest ylm, ALost
Nation,0 which tells the story of
Ethan Allen and poet Lucy Terry
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tano family of Brandon ex-
tended its golf dynasty even
further last Wednedsay when

OV senior Lucas Politano LA
signed a letter of intent to
play golf for Division | Rut-
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golden season for Lucas, who
was the 2024 Vermont Div. I
boys golf champion and was
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career in Vermont law enforcement has
taken him from Manchester to Brandon
and now to Pittsford, where Governor
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rector of the Vermont Criminal Justice
Council (VCJC), which oversees the
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Director of VCJC, after the departure of
S5GNGS JK#1, 63>#5 <38#16%8$ N#"6""#8$ B3/
mons in June. Before he arrived at VCJC
in 2022, he had been Chief of Police in
Brandon from 2004 until 2022 and an
ofycer in the Manchester Police Depart-
ment from 1985 to 2004.
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for a conversation in his ofyce in the old
Vermont Sanatorium on Furnace Road,
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emy in 1971. Here, VCJC trains and
certiyes police ofycers from all over
Vermont. VCJC is also responsible for
maintaining professional standards for
Vermontds law enforcement, evaluating
complaints of police misconduct.

"#3%&S'
()~

— R

/ 01'%12(11"
384.2%' 5*6+]

2 Ik=>1>)?@AB=>C

%OLP<CP - 1"#5%8" ()* ($B##16?7*"&)$
"OS6"H# %, ) #6 G* - - 3068 L CHH)S* (6
Monday evening to discuss funding for the
Brandon Police Department (BPD) for the
yscal year beginning on July 1, 2025.

BPDds budget for the current yscal year
stands at $856,400, representing approxi-
mately 26% of Brandonés total budget of
$3,261,930.
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pay for it?

fiwhat level of policing should we
have?0 asked Selectboard Chair Doug Bai-
ley at the beginning of the session. AThis
is our most difycult meeting yet. We donft
have a solid idea what the public wants.0

BPD currently employs a Police Chief
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And even after 40 years in the profes-
sion, Brickell still enjoys his work.

fiLaw enforcement is an exciting pro-
fession,0 said Brickell. iAnd ités been
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to keep the profession moving forward.o

Brickell left his position in Brandon
simply because he felt it was time for
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fiThere comes a point when a commu-
nity needs fresh eyes,0 he said. fil was
fortunate to always have community
support in Brandon.o
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he still lives in Brandon with his wife,
Tricia®and to use his decades of ex-
perience to keep helping the profession
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The past several years, since COVID
and the Black Lives Matter (BLM) pro-
tests, have been tough for law enforce-
ment around the country, with many
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retain ofycers. Ités an issue that Vermont
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Names lost in Vermont, Part 37:
Brooks and Disorda
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Unynished business from our
last installment, Brooks had
been included in the previous
title along with Wideawake.
In my ynal edit, | omitted the
Brooks references because |
thought there was enough name
juggling for one article. Herebs
the connection: Hattie Wide!
awake married Peter Brooks in
East Dorset, Vermont, on Sep!
tember 4, 1883. Ten years ear!
lier, Peter, a recent immigrant
from Qu®bec, married Virginia
Bradbury with his original sur!
name, Rousseau. Pierre Rous!
seau, son of Desire Rousseau
and Henriette Rondau, came
from St. Norbert, Qu®bec.
Once established in Vermont,
he and his children maintained
Brooks as their surname. Rous!
seau sounds like the French
word ruisseau, which means

fibrook.o

In another instance of dual
names as recorded in Brandon
town records, Joseph Brooks
married Mary Loesa Fosha on
October 11, 1875. The mar!
riage register of St. Maryts
Church, however, documents
his name as Rousseau. Some!
times human error or mishear!
ing names leads to confusion.
Take a look at the state card
yle of the Brandon marriage of
Napoleon LaBroad and Lena
LaClare. [St. Maryds Church
correctly writes his name as
Rousseau®no known connec!
tion to LaBroads who lived in
Brandon at that time. He kept
the name Rousseau but adopted
Paul as his yrst name. taking
that from the second syllable of
Na Po leon. I couldnit resist try!
ing to ygure out the name of his
mother as written on the index
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card: Queen Tanka! His baptis!
mal record from 1844 supplied
the answer Reine Mercier. [A
recurrent name among French
Canadian women, Marie Reine,
Mary, Queen, for the mother of
Jesus. Reine Marie is the wife
of Armand Gamache in Louise
Pennyts novels.]

Now to the main event: Dis!
orda. During my three decades
at Otter Valley, | taught two
generations of Disordasdtheir
name one that | had never pre!
viously encountered. Initially,
it looked like an easy family
to document. Sudburyés 1880
census has as head of house!
hold Joseph Disorder, age 60,
wife Frances, 45, both born in
Canada, and six children, all
born in Vermont. Joseph Disor!
die became a United States citi!
zen in 1870. His naturalization
record had no further infor!
mation other that he had been
born in Canada in 1823. Disor!
die seemed like it would have
been the original name, but my
go-to reference resource for
Qu@bec surnames, G@n®alogie
QuBbec, had no such name.
With that door closing, | was
even more sty!

mied as to how
Josephts  family
was recorded in
Sudburybs 1870
census:

Joseph  Hol!
sey, 39, Frances,
34, both born
Canada, with
Abram, 16, Lille,
11, Josephine, 7,
Julia, 9, Henry,
5, Napoleon 2,
all born in Ver!

mont, and in the
next household,
Abram Parrant,
22, wife Fil!
mena, 20, and
daughter, Filmi!
na, 2. Were it not
for the names
and ages of the
children, | would
have been hard
pressed to con!
clude this was
the same Disorda
family. fiFilme!

Chevalier and Marie
Dounais/Denis  was
baptized at St. Hyal!
cinthe on August 27,
1823. His parents
moved between Con!
trecoeur and St. Hya!
cinthe, birth locations
of many area fami!
lies. Sifting through
more Chevalier fami!
lies, | discovered that
Joseph aka Augus!
tin Disorda had two
brothers, Olivier and
Bruno, who lived in
Brandon in the 1860s
and 1870s. Organiz!
ing these families
into groups eventu!
ally made pieces fall
into place.
Documenting  Jo!
seph/Augustinds
brothers proved
challenging:  Oliver
Desourdy  married
Virginie Girard on

nad [Philomene]
was Joseph and
Francests eldest
daughter. Seeking answers, |
turned once again to the pub!
lished baptismal records of
Brandonds St. Maryés Church,
wherein more surprises unfold!
ed. Expecting to ynd Disorda,
the cross-referenced name led
to Chevalier!

Josephds son Napoleon, pro!
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genitor of many area Disorda
descendants today, was bap!
tized as Napoleon Chevalier
on March 14, 1869, son of Au!
gustin Chevalier and Francoise
Tremblay. Yes, Augustin Che!
valier was the original name
of Joseph Disorda. Augustin
Chevalier, son of Augustin

June 10, 1850 at St.
Josephés Church in
Burlington. He gets
recorded in the Brandon 1860
census as Oliver Dezude. One
has to peel through several lay!
ers to ynd his brother, Oliver.
His marriage as recorded by
Brandonés town clerk on Feb!
ruary 16, 1857 reads, fiDe Jour
de Chevelin Briens and Gor!
18968, ™ #(8)* (+ $-&. #3/0
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Spotlight On Business

CASELLA WASTE SYSTEMS

The concept of sustainability
is not new to Casella. For over
thirty years the foundation of
our business has been built on
managing and conservin?
environmental resources for
our customers and communi-
ties in a viable economic
model. We opened the first
recycling center in Vermont,

an early implementation of an
environmentally and socially
sustainable component to our
overall business model. We
view waste as a resource for
producing renewable energy
and a raw material for
manufacturing new products.

Sharpen your mind with

our puzzles.
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Sunday, November 24, 20

Doors open & preview at 12:00 pm
Live auction begins 2:00 pm
Early preview on Saturday, November 23rd from 2-5 pm

Brandon Town Hall Auditorium
Refreshments ¥ Handicapped Accessible

$1 donation requested at the door

Presented by The friends of
brandon FREE PUBLIC library
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Letters to the Editor

<UW#41* (4#)=#2"

In case you havenft heard,
Otter Valley recently received
a $114,000 grant from the Ver!
mont Department of Labor to
launch an exploratory welding
program. This is a huge deal. It
ylls a giant gap in the OV Tech
Ed curriculum. This new pro!
gram will change some Kidsd
lives.

Big grants dondt appear out
of thin air. A lot of people have
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Iths time to repect on what
truly matters to us. Is it worth
letting elections drive wedges
between neighbors, families,
or members of our commu!
nity? This reminds me of the
tale about several blind men
describing an elephant. One,
touching the tail, said the el!
ephant was like a broom. An!
other, feeling its leg, said it was
like a tree trunk. Each personds
perception was shaped by their
limited perspective.

Similarly, everyone has their
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to work hard to obtain them.
But in this case, there is one
person who deserves particular
thanks. Thatés State Represen!
tative Stephanie Jerome.
Stephanie, who has a long
commitment to building career
education, is the one who real!
ized this grant offered OV an
opportunity to build a program
that OV Tech Ed teacher Devon
Karpak had long been eager to

A

own opinions, shaped by life
experiences, the information
they consume, and the people
they surround themselves with.
Today, with so many sources of
news and information, its easy
to misunderstand or judge oth!
ers, especially during election
season.

Before we allow political
disagreements to strain our
relationships, letés try to have
open conversations. Ask why
someone supports a particular
politician. Read or listen to the

start. How did she know that?
Because she got out there and
paid attention to the needs of
the community.

She is the one that told the
school that the money was
available and sheds the one who
brought the Department of La!
bor and school administrators
together. She was key to mak!
ing sure the state and the school
were always on the same page

sources they trust. Seek out the
primary source for claims be!
ing made. If you accuse a poli!
tician of lying, ensure you have
clear evidence of what was said
or done.

By approaching these dis!
cussions with curiosity and re!
spect, we can better understand
each other and maintain the
bonds that truly matter.
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during the application process.
She made the grant happen.
Stephanie was too modest
and conscientious to take credit
for this achievement during
the campaign. She wanted the
check to come through before
saying anything, and she didn6t
want to hog the spotlight. In
other words, she sacriyced her
own political advantage for the
sake of the school and the kids.
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Thatbs typical of her.

Therebs much more to the job
of being an effective legislator
than voting on bills. Advocacy
for our community is critical.
Stephanie excelled at it. The
next time you see her, tell her
thanks.
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name, address and a phone number so the author may be reached for veriQcation or questions. Only
name and town will be printed.
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Send your Letters to the Editor by Fridays before 5 p.m.§
news@brandonreporter.com
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In Vermont, the political landscape repects a
clear divide in priorities between Republicans
and Democrats. Vermont Republicans advocate
for reducing taxes, emphasizing the importance
of lessening the ynancial burden on individuals
and businesses. This perspective aligns with the
belief that a leaner government can better serve
its citizens by focusing on essential services,
avoiding spending, and not investing in the fu!
ture.

On the other hand, Vermont Democrats recog!
nize that investing in critical areas like childcare,
housing, climate action, workforce development,
and healthcare is essential for the long-term well-
being and prosperity of the citizens and the state.
They argue that these investments are necessary
to create a sustainable and equitable future for
all Vermonters. Addressing these pressing is!
sues requires funding, which sometimes means
raising taxes and/or fees. Democrats believe
that the beneyts of these investments®such as
a more skilled workforce, affordable housing, a
healthier population, and a more resilient envi!
ronmentdfar outweigh the costs.

Raising taxes to invest in essentials like child!
care, housing, and climate action is like regularly
investing in maintaining your house or your car.
Iths an investment that might feel costly at the
moment and make you angry, but it ensures that
your home/car (or in this case, the state) remains
strong, functional, and viable in the future. On
the other hand, cutting taxes for immediate re!
lief is like neglecting maintenance ®it may seem
like youdre saving money now, but eventually,
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those small problems grow into major issues that
are far more expensive to yx and will put a much
higher tax burden on our children. This analogy
highlights the importance of proactive invest!
ment to avoid bigger, more costly problems in
the future. It is easy politics to say letds lower
taxes and it is risky politics to raise fees and
taxes. | side with risky politics because it is the
right thing to do for our future.

A tangible analogy for the town of Brandon
was the construction of a culvert in town which
cost $2,500,000, of which Brandon taxpayers are
paying 25% or a total of $625,000 of the cost.
We are paying off that bond until the year 2037.
Yes, this means we are paying higher taxes now
to avoid an unmitigated pood disaster in the fu!
ture. A good example of spending money now
and investing in the future.

The fundamental difference in approaches of
Republicans and Democrats highlight the ongo!
ing debate in Vermont about the role of govern!
ment and the best way to secure a prosperous
future for the state. While Republicans priori!
tize immediate ynancial relief through tax cuts,
Democrats emphasize the need for strategic
investments that may require higher taxes now
but promise signiycant long-term returns. The
choice between these two visions will shape the
future of Vermont and determine how the state
navigates the challenges ahead.
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I was born with a moderate phys!
ical disability called Arthrogryposis
Multiplex Congenita. Basically,
the muscles in my legs never de!
veloped correctly. Therefore, 1 am
quite skinny and have a particular
walking gait.

When | was in grammar school,
| was subject to a fair amount of
bullying. Both verbal and physical
abuse. This caused a good amount
of stress. | had to ygure out how to
yght back with tools at my disposal.

What this did for me was to make
me mentally strong. | developed a
strong voice and a quick wit. Stron!
ger than their degrading words.
Stronger than their pushing and
shoving. This turned out to be a far
superior tool against bullies.

We have just elected the big!
gest Bully in the neighborhood.
Most bullies grow up to realize
their youthful errors. Our future
president never matured. A 78-year-
old man with the mentality of a

10-year-old. Imagine that. Disre!
spectful comments towards people
with disabilities is the least of his
moral shortcomings.

Visualize for a few minutes be!
ing part of a minority group. Be it
physically disabled, developmen!
tally disabled, transgender, a person
of color, etc. Turn off your device,
turn off the lights, and honestly re!
pect how you would feel to have
Trumpls seething comments and
behavior turned toward you. What
would you think of this man? What
would you feel inside? How would
you make yourself strong? What
tools would you use against this
hate?

A president is supposed to set a
positive example for our nation. It
is clear that he has nothing positive
to say or to present to our country.

In the end, bullies are neither re!
spected nor remembered.
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I ' would like to take this time to
congratulate the two newly elected
State Representatives proyled in
last weekeés issue of the Reporter.
I hope the new mixture of parties
can affect Governor Scott to enact
some meaningful legislation. One
can look forward to some fibipar!
tisand movement on the important
issues facing the state, like drugs,
homelessness, and higher taxes,
devoid of the clarion call of the
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dreaded fisuper majority.0 That
being said, there was one quote
from the new Proctor-Pittsyeld
Rep., iVermontds too small to have
any effect on climate.0 While this
may sound like a pitch to our fu!
ture President to head the EPA, |
can only say fils Vermont too small
to feel the effects of the climate?0
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