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GRAND REOPENING
The Brandon Free Public Library
reopened on Sunday after the com-
pletion of its major renovation
PG. 2

CANDIDATE QUESTIONS
Candidates for Brandon’s state
representative, Todd Nielsen and
Stephanie Jerome, answer ques-
tions about their vision for Vermont.

PG. 3

SEEKING YOUNG ARTISTS
VT Fish & Wildlife is holding a
Fish Art Contest for K—12 students.

PG. 4

Local .residents.invited to
experience Native American
culture at Brandon powwow

BY STEVEN JUPITER

BRANDON—Before Vermont was settled by Euro-
peans, it was home to the Abenaki, an Algonquin tribe
whose lands stretched from Maine to Lake Champlain.
Over the years, arrowheads and shards of pottery have
been found at many sites in our area, evidence of the
Abenaki’s longstanding presence here.

This weekend, the Abenaki culture will be made ac-
cessible to all at a powwow at Estabrook Park in Bran-
don. The powwow is being organized by Rutland resi-
dent (and frequent Brandon Idol contestant) Peggie Sue
Rozell, who is a “full-blooded” Native American with
roots in the Abenaki, Navajo, and Cherokee tribes.

“My father has been a Navajo chief for 60 years in Ari-
zona,” said Rozell in a recent phone conversation. “My
mother’s family is Abenaki from Swanton. The current
chief of the Abenaki, Donald Stevens, is a distant cous-
in. The chief before him was my great-uncle Homer St.
Francis.” Ms. Rozell can also claim direct descent from
King Philip of the Wampanoag (1638-1676), whose na-
tive name was Metacomet and who lent his English name
to King Philip’s War (1675-1676).

“My mother, Wildflower Phillips, and my stepfather,
Domingos Joaquim, started holding powwows in White-
hall, NY,” said Rozell. “I worked beside them for 17
years. After they passed, I started organizing powwows
on my own. I’m a free spirit. I love bringing people to-
gether. I love my culture and want to teach people about

Pittsford FD
extinguishes
fire at VELCO
substation in
Florence

FLORENCE—The
Pittsford Fire Department
(PFD) responded to a fire at
the VELCO substation on
Whipple Hollow Road in
Florence on Monday evening.

According to PFD’s social
media, PFD was dispatched
to the scene around 7:45 p.m.
after reports of an explosion
and a fire were received. PFD
Chief Bill Hemple arrived on
the scene and assessed the
situation, determining that
the fire would likely require
an extended period to contain
because of the complex elec-
trical equipment at the substa-
tion.

(See VELCO fire, Page 14)

Brandon SB

it. The first powwow I organized myself was in Pittsford THE POWWOW THIS coming weekend at & B u d g et
in 2018. Then COVID hit and I’m just starting up again.” Estabrook Park in Brandon will feature tra-
Committee

Outside of Native American culture, perhaps the re- ditional dance and music, such as this drum

sult of its use in Western movies, the word “powwow” ~ circle. The event will take place from 9 a.m.

MUSICAL MYSTERY
(See Brandon Powwow Page 9) on Saturday to 5 p.m. on Sunday.

The Brandon Recreation Depart-
ment and Otter Valley’s Walk-
ing Stick Theatre Company put
on the musical comedy “Lucky
Stiff,” this weekend, to the de-
light of theatergoers.
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LATE SUMMER BEAUTY

Brandon’s joyous late summer
blooms bring beauty to town..
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Airstream group looks
forward to rally in Brandon

BY STEVEN JUPITER

BRANDON—The organiz-
ers of the September 27-29 Air-
stream camper rally in Brandon
want y’all to know they’re in bed
by 8 p.m.

“We’re not partyers,” laughed
Melissa Corbin of the Northeast
Mountaineers Airstream Club
(NEMAC), which will bring ap-
proximately 20 gleaming alumi-

num Airstream campers to Bran- 20 OR SO gleaming Airstream campers will occupy the great lawn

don for a weekend of fun, food,
and friendship on the great lawn
behind the Brandon Inn.

The group regularly organizes to “camp” in a downtown. The
collective camping trips, but this  original plan, in coordination

behind the Brandon Inn for the weekend of September 27 - 29.

is the first time it has proposed with Brandon town management

and the Brandon Area Chamber
(See Airstream rally, Page 7)

discuss cost
of policing

BY STEVEN JUPITER

BRANDON—The Brandon Se-
lectboard and the Brandon Budget
Committee met on Monday evening
for the first discussion of the FY25-
26 budget season. The current fiscal
year will end on June 30, 2025.

Selectboard Chair Doug Bai-
ley had called for this meeting in
order to get an earlier start on the
budget process. Last fall’s budget
workshops left members of the non-
voting, advisory Budget Committee
feeling ignored and disrespected.
Mr. Bailey was on that committee
before being voted onto the Select-
board in March and stated that he
wanted to avoid the mistakes of last
year’s approach.
(See Brandon SB & budget, Page 8)
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GUESTS WERE WELCOMED at an open house at the newly renovated Brandon Free Public Library on Sunday. The event celebrated the completion of the main phases
of the project and also the contributions of Library Friends member Sue Wetmore (see photo after the jump). Photos by George Fjeld

OPEN HOUSE AT THE BRANDON FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY

BY GEORGE FJELD

BRANDON-The Brandon
Free Public Library hosted an
open house at the newly renovated
building on Sunday afternoon.
Over 100 people attended and
were given tours of the beauti-
fully renovated space. Light re-
freshments were served. This
event caps a very busy year and
a half, first moving the library to
the basement of the Town Hall,
Briggs Carriage building, the Con-
gregational and Episcopal church-

es, and a few private spaces. Next
up was demolishing the interior of
the Park Street building including
a fair amount of asbestos abate-
ment (removal).

The interior was then fully re-
habbed from insulation to wiring
to heat and ventilation. Of course
anew lift was added and the entire
building from the basement to the
attic space became handicapped
accessible. There are new meet-
ing rooms and bathrooms that are
easily accessible as well. All new

bookcases were manufactured by
and donated to the library by New
England Woodcraft. The windows
were rehabbed and storm win-
dows are coming.

The children’s area was upgrad-
ed and expanded and the entrance
reduced from 2 openings to one.
This is of great delight for mom’s
and librarians not having to corral
children going around and around
through the 2 doors.

The space is now well lit and
feels open and inviting. Com-

KIDS ENJOYING THE new children’s section, which provides
more space for kids while simultaneously making it easier for par-
ents to keep an eye on them.

ments from attendees included, “it  of the library since 1965.

feels like the same space but bet- During the event, Sue Wetmore
ter,” “I love that they kept the tin ~ was honored with the gift of a set
ceilings” and “the children’s room  of bookends made by the librar-
is amazing.” There is dedicated ians and board members of the
computer space and a lending area  Llibrary and Friends of the Li-

THE STAFF OF the BFPL (I to r): Dan Wolf, Library Director Molly Kennedy, Eva Fillion (and son, of tools and toys for recreation. brary. Wetmore has been on the li-
Felix), Joni Osterhaudt, and Eric Drzewianowski. This is the first major renovation (See BEPL open house, Page 11)
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Candidate Questionnaires

The Reporter sent questionnaires to local candidates for Vermont House of Rep-
resentatives. We asked the candidates to explain their positions on a number of
issues that are on the minds of local voters. We received responses from both Rep.
Stephanie Jerome (Brandon-D) and her challenger, Todd Nielsen (R). Those re-
sponses are presented here. We sent questionnaires as well to Alicia Malay (R),

who is running for the Pittsford-Proctor seat currently held by Rep. Butch Shaw

Candidate: Todd Nielsen (R)

Q: Why are you running to
represent Brandon in the Ver-
mont House of Representatives?

A: Conversations with neigh-
bors about rising costs and prop-
erty taxes overwhelmed me. I
decided to step up to try to help
my community lower our cost of
living.

Q: How would you describe
your political beliefs?

A: 1 am fiscally responsible
and socially accepting of others’
beliefs and values.

Q: Please describe your plans
to address the following issues:

1. Vermont’s high taxes

A: I hope to go to Montpelier

to be Brandon’s voice and to vote
No on new and increased taxes.

2. Vermont’s high energy costs

A: I will vote No on any leg-
islation that would increase the
cost of fellow Vermonter’s heat
and energy bills.

3. Crime in Vermont

A: I will work hard to support
our local law enforcement to get
the training and equipment they
need to keep our community
safe.

4. Climate change in Vermont

A: There has to be balance be-
tween affordability and protect-
ing our environment. It is criti-
cal that Vermonters can afford

to eat, heat, and sleep. I recently
learned that Vermonters volun-
tarily decreased their usage of
heating oil from an average of
1,700 gallons of oil in the 1980s
to an average of 700 gallons now
without mandates. This shows
that Vermonters don’t have to be
forced to do the right thing.

5. The quality of public educa-
tion

A: Brandon folks are very
concerned about Vermont’s high
education cost per pupil and edu-
cation quality. I will work with
others to support our teachers
and students at an affordable
cost.

Candidate: Stephanie Zak Jerome (D)

Q: 1. Why are you running for
re-clection as Brandon’s repre-
sentative in the Vermont House of
Representatives?

A: 1 am seeking re-election
because I love our town, and I
want to see it continue to grow
and succeed. I believe that every
Vermonter should have the oppor-
tunity to receive affordable health-
care, get a great education, find
housing, and retire with security. I
care deeply that we need to create
a rural Vermont that works for all
of us, not just a select few. I will
use my legislative and business
experience to focus on issues that
impact all of us, including:

* Fiscally responsible state bud-
get

* Excellent schools and expand-
ed workforce training

* Affordable health care

* Businesses and economic
growth

* Increased housing opportuni-
ties

* Livable, equitable wages

* Stewardship of the environ-
ment

- Consumer protection

I am proud of the work that I
have done to support women and
families with increased childcare
opportunities, to provide more
workforce training in career and
technical education, to offer
healthcare and teacher training,

grant loan forgiveness for in de-
mand careers, and to permanently
enshrine reproductive rights in our
constitution.

Examples of what I have done
to help Brandon:

Helped to secure $114,000 to
expand the Technical Education
welding program for grades 7 - 9

Worked to secure over $1Mil-
lion in grant funding for the Bran-
don Free Public Library renova-
tion

Passed legislation to merge
Brandon Fire District 1 and 2

Passed legislation to make wa-
ter and wastewater workers essen-
tial employees

Provided ongoing connections
to grant and statewide funding op-
portunities for Town of Brandon
and Brandon Recreation Depart-
ment

Assisted constituents with un-
employment insurance, DCF, his-
torical markers, business startup,
taxation issues, professional cer-
tification, housing, elder services
and more.

Q: How would you describe
your political beliefs?

A: I am a moderate Democrat
and I believe in working across
party lines to get the job done! I
am vice-chair of the Commerce
and Economic Development
Committee, which has four par-
ties (Republican (chair), Demo-

crat, Progressive and Libertarian)
participating. I am proud that we
passed nearly 100% of our bills
unanimously. In addition, I meet
weekly with all members of the
Rutland County Delegation to
discuss issues that are important
to our region, not our parties. As
a native Vermonter, I have a clear
understanding of our culture, our
residents, and the issues that are
important to us.

Q: Please describe your plans to
address the following issues:

1. Vermont’s high taxes

A: 1 am also upset about the
increases in education funding
and property taxes - my husband
and I own our home and a com-
mercial property in Brandon.
When the taxes increased this
year, many events came together
to create a “perfect storm” - there
were increased costs in health
insurance premiums (16%), too
few students, too many buildings,
too many school districts, loss of
federal COVID education funds,
pupil weighting, and inflation.
Statewide, all school budgets in-
creased. Our Agency of Education
has been decimated and needs to
be made stronger. There has been
a lack of leadership by the Gover-
nor, Agency of Education and Tax
Department in finding a solution

(See Stephanie Jerome
Quesionairre, Page 8)

6. Equity and diversity in Ver-
mont

A: I am running to help to cre-
ate a safe, affordable and wel-
coming place for all people in
Vermont.

7. Employment opportunities
in Vermont

A: Business owners have
told me they are “fed up” with
the ever-increasing costs and
challenges of doing business in
the State of Vermont. Individu-
als are looking for the jobs that
give them stability to thrive and
prosper. 1 will vote No to any
increased administrative or tax
burdens for Vermont businesses.

(R), to Rep. Peter Conlon (D), who is running for re-election in Addison-2, which
includes Goshen, Leicester, and Salisbury, and to James Casey, who is running for
the seat in Addison-Rutland, which includes Sudbury and Whiting. Ms. Malay, Mr.
Conlon, and Mr. Casey did not return the questionnaire by our printing deadline
and did not respond to our e-mails.

I will work hard to try to decrease
those costs and tax burdens, and
to make Vermont more attractive
to businesses.

8. If Democrats retain their
majority in the Statehouse, and
if you are elected, how do you
propose to implement change as
the minority party?

A: 1 will be a nonstop voice
to remind the majority in the
Statehouse that the people in my
home town are suffering an af-
fordability crisis.

Spotlight On Business
BAR HARBOR BANK & TRUST
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At Bar Harbor Bank &

Trust, we think differently about We've been supporting the

banking. We are proud to be
recognized as a Best-In-State

and World’s Best Bank by

people of New England for over
135 years and are proud to be
part of the Brandon Communi-

Forbes Magazine and as One of ty. We offer the technology and
America’s Best Banks and
Credit Unions by Newsweek.

capabilities you would expect
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The OV Football Club is
delighted with the new
field lights and support

The Otter Valley Football Club
would like to thank OV Athletic
Director Steven Keith and the Ot-
ter Valley Unified Union School
District for this heartfelt recogni-
tion at Saturday’s football game:

“Beginning in 2007 with the
“Field of Dreams Project” being
spearheaded by Naylor & Breen,

Markowski

individuals and businesses, the
goal to put up permanent lights
was enacted when the lights were
purchased. The amount of support
and donations of both monetary
and in-kind levels was incredible
— resulting in almost $350,000
worth of combined value — many
of which were small local busi-

nesses help-

Excavating, ing  when
and CEA Football
Electric, the Club mem-
drive for a bers looked
top of the line for support.
outdoor fa- The Club has
cility for our generously
athletesand donated a
community sign  hang-
members  to ing  below
enjoy  was the press
created. At box thank-
that time ing those
Markowski light  spon-
Field was sors.  Dur-
outfitted with ing the end
bleachers, a of the 2024
press-box, Summer
and a field materials,
renovation machines,
including  ir- and a smaller
rigation. The group of peo-
only  thing ple began to
missing was show up dai-
the full-time ly checking
installation on  orders,
of lights for prepared
nighttime ac- the field,
tivities. dug, raked,

After suc- A NEW PLAQUE has been affixed to  planned, in-
cessfully the press box at Markowski Field at ycnioried,
undertaking Otttla'r _Valley to thank ths dor.\ors to building the
administer- the “Light Up the Valley” project. light struc-
ing temporary tures, install-

lighted night games for football,
soccer, andfield hockey, the Otter
Valley Football Club proposed in
November of 2023 a campaign
to outfit Markowski Field with
permanent lights. In the spring of
2024 after donations ranging in all
shapes and sizes from community

ing them on the poles, mulching,
raking, seeding, watering, and
making last-minute driver adjust-
ments in the rain due a game night
to have the lights work at full
power. The time and energy put
into where we are now is incom-
(See OV Football Club, Page 11)
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Off to sightsee

PHILADELPHIA VIREOS HAVE been seen lately on their way south. Named for the place first
spotted, they breed mostly in southern Canada.

Photo by Sue Wetmore

Community Forums

VT Fish & Wildlife announces state-
wide K-12 Student Fish Art Contest

MONTPELIER, Vt. — The
Vermont Fish and Wildlife De-
partment is pleased to announce
that entries are being accepted

for the 2025 Vermont Student
Fish Art Contest in partnership
with Wildlife Forever.

The department invites Ver-

mont students in grades K-12
to select a fish species found in
Vermont waters and submit an
illustration and one-page cre-
ative essay on the species. The
essay is not required for grades
K-3.

“The Fish Art Contest is a
way for Vermont students to use
their creativity and strengthen
their knowledge and connec-
tion with our environment,”

(See Fish Art Contest, Page 14)

Vermont’s archery deer season starts Oct. 1

The Vermont Fish and Wild-
life Department says hunters
are looking forward to Ver-
mont’s upcoming October 1—
November 15 and December
2—15 archery deer hunting sea-
son.

A hunter may take up to
four deer in Vermont’s two-
part archery season if they do

not shbot any deer in the other
deer seasons. The purchase of
an archery deer license and tag
is required for each deer. No
more than one of the deer taken
during archery season may be
a legal buck if no buck is taken
in the other deer seasons. Ant-
lerless deer hunting is allowed
during archery season state-

wide this year.

In WMUs C, DI, D2, El,
E2,G,I,L, M, P, and Q a legal
buck is any deer with at least
one antler three inches or more
in length. In WMUs A, B, F1,
F2, H, J1, J2, K, N, and O a
legal buck is any deer with at
least one antler with two or
(See Archery deer season, Page 19)
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Letters to the Editor

Greetings from Michelle Williams, Pittsford’s new Postmaster

I am honored to introduce
myself as the new postmaster of
Pittsford. My name is Michelle
Williams, and I bring 6 years of
proven experience in mail deliv-
ery, managing postal operations,
customer service, and commu-
nity engagement. I am deeply
committed to serving the resi-
dents of Pittsford and ensuring
that the Postal Service meets the

needs and expectations of our
community.

Throughout my career, | have
focused on streamlining opera-
tions and improving customer
satisfaction. [ am excited to bring
this dedication and expertise to
Pittsford, and I look forward to
engaging with you and address-
ing any needs or concerns that
may arise.

A key priority for me is the
successful local implementa-
tion of the Postmaster General’s
10-year Delivering for America
plan. This comprehensive plan is
investing $40 billion in our na-
tion’s outdated postal network
to improve service reliability
locally and across the country. |
am confident that, as the Postal
Service makes financial invest-

ments across our state, Pittsford
will reap the benefits of our un-
precedented modernization. I am
passionate about working with
our dedicated team to deliver the
highest level of service to our
community.

I look forward to meeting
many of you in the coming
weeks and months. Your feed-
back and support are invaluable

as we continue to evolve the
Postal Service to better meet the
modern mailing and shipping
needs of our customers. Together
we can ensure that Pittsford con-
tinues to grow and thrive.

Sincerely,

Michelle Williams
Pittsford Post Office
Pittsford, VT

Thanks to all who made ‘Lucky Stiff’ a success, we have a great community!

Thank you to the hundreds of
people who came out to see the
great musical Lucky Stiff at the
OVUHS auditorium last week-
end! The first presentation of the
Brandon Actors Troupe was an
absolute success and was a great
example of the talent in this area.

Brandon has long been a town

of theatrical skills, with history
leaving memories and scraps
of programs: Dennis Marden’s
Neshobe Players, the Brandon
Players, musical groups, and
more. And now we can add the
new Brandon Actors Troupe to
the list. There will soon be an-
nouncements of more opportu-

nities for performance, for all
ages! Be sure to keep in the loop
by following progress in the
Brandon Reporter!

So many thanks to Jeffrey
Hull and Kenny Cifone, who,
through blood, sweat, tears, and
connections, made this a won-
derful experience. In a short

period of time, they turned regu-
lar people into gangsters, goofy
maids, young lovers, and a dead
body. Many thanks to Mitch
Pearl, who came to review the
show before the performance
and helped to bring people to the
show. And thanks to the cast and
crew—you all were amazing.

The audience loved you.

How lucky are we, to live in a
community of people who work
together to create such wonder-
ful theatre!

Colleen Wright
Assistant Rec Director
Brandon

Stephanie Jerome represents Brandon with integrity; she has earned my vote

The residents of Brandon are
so very lucky to have Stephanie
Jerome as our Representative in
Montpelier. Stephanie’s hard-
working ethic, integrity, and
genuine desire to help people
make her the perfect legislator.
It is well-known that Stephanie
has the education, intelligence,
and experience to do the job.

But what Stephanie also
has is the compassion, the re-
sourcefulness, and the drive to
kick it up a notch. Stephanie is
Vice-Chair of the Committee on
Commerce and Economic De-
velopment — a position she has
earned. She works for all con-

stituents and her work benefits
Vermonters of all political par-
ties.

Stephanie has been in of-
fice for the past six years and
has worked on legislation that
focused on providing more
training to those working in
the fields of healthcare, skilled
trades, construction trades, meat
cutting, education and high-tech
research. Developing these pro-
grams helps to educate workers
who will succeed in our com-
munities — they become taxpay-
ers and good neighbors. These
are non-partisan initiatives and
help us all.

Letter w e Community

Rob Roper raises awareness
of clean energy'’s costs

BY VICKI DISORDA

Freelance writer Rob Roper
visited the Brandon Town Hall
on Thursday, September 12 to
give an informational presenta-
tion on the Clean Heat Standard.
With over 20 years of experience
in Vermont politics and policy
under his belt, Rob writes about
financial and political issues Ver-
monters face in a regular column
called “Behind the Lines” on the
platform Substack and also for
the Vermont Daily Chronicle.

Rob served as president of the
Ethan Allen Institute, Vermont’s
free-market think tank, for nine
years before starting “Behind the
Lines,” which originated in 2020
with the Global Warming Solu-

tions Act, Clean Heat Standard
[S.5 (Act 18)], and a lot of the en-
ergy policies we are dealing with
today.

“It was supposed to be trans-
formational policy that would
change the way we drive our cars
and heat our homes and was go-
ing to cost billions of dollars and
be extremely complicated. It is
going to impact businesses and
homes,” said Roper. Inspired by
the lack of media coverage, Rob
vowed, “to pay as close atten-
tion to this as humanly possible.
I want to understand it and I want
to make other people understand
what’s happening with these en-
ergy policies.”

(See Rob Roper, Page 23)

As a direct result of Stepha-
nie’s hard work and dedication
during the last legislative sea-
son, she was a part of the ef-
forts to invest in a number of
key workforce development
programs including a program
that provides free tuition to
qualifying Vermonters at the
Community College of Vermont
(CCV), funding a National

Guard Tuition Benefit Program,
a Vermont Trades Scholarship

Steﬁhanie Y

JE

Program, and continuation of
education loan repayment pro-
grams for health care profes-
sionals. Again, non-partisan ini-
tiatives that have the ability to
help all Vermonters, no matter
how they vote or align politi-
cally.

Right here in our own home-
town, for our very own chil-
dren, Stephanie has been work-
ing with Otter Valley MS/HS to
get a significant grant from the

Vermont Department of Labor
to expand the school’s welding
program. This grant will boost
the school’s hands-on learning
opportunities.

I’m proud to call Stephanie a
friend, neighbor, and my Rep-
resentative to Montpelier. She
will have my vote in November.

Janet Mondlak
Brandon

OME

for Vermont House of Representatives

Experienced « Knowledgeable « Hardworking

Paid for by Stephanie Jerome for House of Representatives PO Box 65, Brandon, VT 05733
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Obituary

Louis Eugene Faivre, 87, Rutland

Louis Eugene Faivre, age 87,
passed away on Thursday, Sep-
tember 5, 2024, at Rutland Re-
gional Medical Center.

Lou was born in Hartford, CT
on October 26, 1936. The eldest
of six sons of J. Maurice and El-
len (Wivagg) Faivre, he grew
up in the Simsbury-Collinsville,
CT area, where he received his
early education and graduated
from Simsbury High School,
class of 1954. After high school,
he joined the United States Air
Force and was stationed in Ger-
many.

In 1963, Lou married Patri-
cia Szczepaniak and they made
their home in Canton, CT. While
working as a materials manager,
Lou took night courses for his
B.S. in Business Administration,
graduating in 1965 from the Uni-
versity of Hartford. After mov-
ing to Vermont and settling with
his family in Brandon in 1968,
Lou worked for several decades
in purchasing, product manage-
ment, and regional sales. He and
Pat raised their family of three
children, and after her passing,
Lou’s family grew when he mar-
ried Ferne Mills.

Lou valued service to the
community. He was a founding
member of the Brandon Area
Rescue Squad, serving as an
EMT and officer for over a de-
cade. He also served for 12 years
on local school boards. Over the
years, he belonged to the Lions
Club, the Neshobe Sportsman

LOUIS EUGENE FAIVRE

Club, and the Brandon Congre-
gational Church.

He enjoyed going to concerts
and theater, as well as canoe-
ing, walking in the woods, and
spending time with family at
lakeside cabins in Maine and
Vermont. Lou and Ferne enjoyed
travel by train across the country.
He was a proud member of The
251 Club.

Lou is survived by his wife,
Ferne (Mills) Faivre of Brandon,
whom he married in 1991; one
daughter, Suzanne (Mark) Ci-
offi of Calais; two sons, Robert
(Julie Torrant) Faivre of Round
Lake, NY, and Samuel (Jennifer)
Faivre of Crested Butte, CO; four
stepdaughters, Lisa Wright of W.
Rutland, Vicki (Leman) Bron-
son of Monkton, Christie (Rick
Chapman) Wright of W. Rutland,

and Stephanie (Sean) Kennedy
of Pittsford; one brother, Karl
Faivre of Orleans, MA; 5 grand-
children; 8 stepgrandchildren;
and many nieces and nephews.
He was predeceased by his first
wife, Patricia, in 1990, and by
four brothers, Paul, Jon, Allen,
and James.

His memorial service in cel-
ebration of his life was held on
Saturday, September 14, 2024 at
1:00 PM, at the Brandon Con-
gregational Church. Rev. Sara
Rossigg officiated. Following
the ceremony, the family re-
ceived friends in the church hall
for food and fellowship.

A private graveside committal
service and burial, with Military
Honors, took place on Sunday,
September 15, in the family
lot, at St. Mary’s Cemetery in
Brandon. Members of Brandon
American Legion Post #55 pro-
vided Color Guard and firing de-
tail. Commander Aaron Tucker
delivered a prayer and Paul Scott
sounded taps. Members of the
Vermont Air Guard performed
the Flag Ceremony. The Ameri-
can Flag was presented to the
widow.

Memorial gifts in lieu of flow-
ers may be made in his memory
to the Brandon Area Rescue
Squad, P.O. Box 232, Brandon,
VT or to the Vermont Food
Bank, vtfoodbank.org.

Arrangements by Miller &
Ketcham of Brandon.

Obituary Guidelines

For those who do not wish to purchase an obituary, the Reporter offers a free notice of passing up to 100

words, subject to editing by our news department. Photos (optional) with either paid obituaries or free
notices cost $10 per photo. Obituaries may be emailed to news@brandonreporter.com. Submissions must
be received by 11 a.m. on Monday for publication in the Wednesday paper.

The Reporter will publish paid obituaries and free notices
of passing. Paid obituaries cost 25 cents per word and will be
published, as submitted, on the date of the family’s choosing.
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Airstream rally
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of Commerce, was to have the
campers line both sides of Park
Street, creating a sort of Air-
stream promenade for people to
walk down and admire the sleek
machines. Equally important, it
would give the campers a chance
to experience Brandon in a more
intimate way than if they went to
one of the area campgrounds or
even Estabrook Park.

But after a moment of push-
back from residents of Park Street
last month—sparked by concerns
about privacy and noise—the rally
was moved to the expansive lawn
behind the Brandon Inn.

“I was surprised,” said Corbin.
“I know what a great group of
people we are. But we’re taking
it as an opportunity for education.
The essence of the rally is im-
mersion. We want to contribute
vitality to the communities we
visit. And we want to respect our
neighbors. We’re a really beau-
tiful community of people who
want to get to know other com-
munities in Vermont.”

According to Corbin, NEMAC
chose Brandon because of the
town’s enthusiastic response to
the group’s initial proposal and
because of the newly renovated
downtown.

“There were 4 towns that were
competing to host the rally,” said
Corbin, who lives in Winooski.
“But we have a lot of respect for
Brandon’s resiliency. We’ve seen
the evolution of the town over the
years. And the town presented a
united front. The town managers,
the Chamber, the Police Depart-
ment, the Fire Department. The
people there are really engaged.”

The campers will do more than
just park their RVs on the lawn.
NEMAC has a slew of activities
planned to bring the campers and
the Brandon community together:

Friday at 11 a.m.: camper cara-
van to the Brandon Inn

Friday at 5 p.m.: lawn games at
the Inn

Friday at 6:30 p.m.: Brandon
resident and historian Dr. Kevin
Thornton will present his film
“Death in the Wilderness” at the
Brandon Town Hall. The film fol-
lows the story of Brandon resi-
dent Frankie Davenport’s efforts
to recover her husband’s remains
after he died in the Civil War.

Saturday 2 to 4 p.m.: Creative
campsite contest at the Inn. Bran-
don residents are invited to visit
the campers and vote for their fa-
vorites.

Saturday at 6:45 p.m.: Air-
stream adornment award ceremo-

ny behind the Inn

Saturday 7 to 9 p.m.: Yacht
Rock band Pontoon will perform
on the stage behind the Inn

Brandon artist Robin Kent
has been asked to create unique
artwork that will be sold at the
Farmer’s Market on Friday, with
the proceeds donated to the up-
keep of the Brandon Town Hall.

Members of NEMAC will be
seen all over town, patronizing
shops and restaurants. They’ve
been instructed to come with
empty fridges, said Corbin. Ar-
rangements have already been
made to have pizzas and pastries
from Morningside Bakery and
brunch at Café Provence. The
empty fridges mean that Han-
naford and 802 Spirits will likely
see an influx as well.

Corbin and her fellow campers
are eager to show off the RVs in
which they’ve invested so much
of themselves, as evidenced by
the creative campsite contest.
The Airstreams will be tricked
out and folks are asked to vote
for their favorites. Corbin herself
says, “Some people leave theirs
in factory condition, but many of
us decorate our campers in ways
we’d never decorate our homes.”

In fact, Corbin recently com-
missioned a “wild” custom table

for her Air-
stream  from
an artist who
passed  away
right after com-
pleting the proj-
ect.

And to those
who  wonder
why these RVs
engender quasi-
cultish  devo-
tion, Corbin
points out that
not only are Air-
streams  beau-
tiful, but they
also provide a
unique camping
experience. Un-
like many other

makes, Air-
streams  allow
“boondocking,”

which is basically self-sufficient
camping in areas that would be
too remote for many other RVs.
Airstreams do not require the
utility hookups that other RVs do,
permitting their owners to camp
in remote places.

“My husband and I once
camped on the salt flats in Utah,”
said Corbin by way of example.

“And it’s not an elitist thing,
either,” she added. “There’s a

misconception that Airstreams
are expensive and everyone who
owns one is rich. I work for a
nonprofit and my husband is a
firefighter. A lot of people who
see our camper say, ‘You’re liv-
ing my dream.” And we say that
dream is a lot more accessible
than people think.”
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Special election coverage continued...

Stephanie Jerome questionnaire

(Continued from Page 3)

to these programs. Work on reduc-
ing the tax burden dominated the
work of the House and Senate tax
committees this session, and the
focus must continue throughout
the next legislative session.

2. Vermont’s high energy costs

A: Vermonters deserve access
to reliable and affordable methods
to heat their homes, but the cost
of fossil fuel can be volatile due
to prices set by companies out-
side of Vermont. The Affordable
Heat Act (2023) addressed how
Vermonters heat their homes. It
is explicitly designed to help Ver-
monters save money on fuel bills
by switching to clean energy heat.
Vermonters who can afford to do
so have already lowered their fuel
bills by weatherizing, installing
heat pumps or advanced wood
heating systems, or switching to
solar-powered water heaters. Ver-
monters unable to afford these
changes are being left behind as
our economy shifts to clean heat.

There has been much disinfor-
mation about the Affordable Heat
Act. It does not raise the price of
fuel or put in place a carbon tax.
Nor does the bill require Vermont-
ers to replace their fuel systems or
install heat pumps. The bill com-
missioned a study to determine
how to ensure Vermonters can ac-
cess more stable, affordable sourc-
es of heat. A detailed proposal will
come back to the legislature to
consider or reject in 2025. Please
read the text of the bill to get a
comprehensive understanding of
the goals: https://legislature.ver-
mont.gov/Documents/2024/Docs/
ACTS/ACTO018/ACT018%20
As%20Enacted.pdf

I will continue to advocate for
programs that lower the costs of
heating our homes and businesses.
As we move toward a renewable
energy economy, we must ensure
that the needs of low-income, ru-
ral, and marginalized Vermonters
are front and center.

3. Crime in Vermont

A: Public safety is a concern
statewide and is a local issue. |
am proud of the work the legisla-
ture did this session to correct the
backlog of court cases, to help in
domestic and sexual violence situ-
ations, to register ghost guns, and
to improve public safety. (see The
Reporter 9/11/24 p. 7 for a de-
tailed article). I am in contact with
our Brandon Police Chief when
there is public safety legislation
that may affect our town, I am also
lucky to be able to know the lead-
ership at the VT Police Academy
and can reach out to them to dis-
cuss pending public safety legisla-
tion. A well funded, well trained
local police force, with clear com-
munication and public outreach
serves Brandon well.

4. Climate change in Vermont

A: Vermont has experienced
extreme weather conditions and
floods over the past several years.
The reality of climate change is
here and most people accept that
we need to act. I will support
legislation that promotes climate
policies that build resilience, re-
duce reliance on fossil fuels, and
save money. We have made great
strides in weatherizing homes and
incentivizing energy efficiency. It
is important that we continue our
work in protecting our environ-
ment: promoting clean air, water,
and healthy working lands and

forests. As Vermonters we value
our outdoor and natural environ-
ment for hunting, recreation, and
our way of life.

5. Equity and diversity in Ver-
mont

A: Since my first year in the
legislature in 2019, I have worked
on making our legislation more in-
clusive by acknowledging barriers
which include race, gender, lan-
guage, economic disparities, dis-
ability, and age. The problems of
access became even more obvious
during the pandemic. The Office
of Racial Equity’s responsibility is
to make sure that equity and diver-
sity is addressed in all legislation.
My goal is to make Brandon and
all rural Vermont towns welcom-
ing and inclusive - growing our
community, our schools and our
workforce is an important piece of
our economic future

6. The quality of public educa-
tion in Vermont

A: Education is locally con-
trolled in Vermont. In order for our
town to continue to grow and be
successful, our local schools must
be excellent. We want more fami-
lies to move to Brandon and their
children to attend our schools.
This is a difficult time for local
education, but our schools and
school boards have done an amaz-
ing job in a stressful environment.
As a community we need to be
supportive of our students, teach-
ers and administrators.

Vermont has a very complicated
education funding system, and
we need to be willing to overhaul
it and to make tough decisions.
H.887 sets up a public-education
commission that will bring an
action plan to the legislature on

Brandon SB & budget

short-term cost containment and
long-term financial transforma-
tion. Districts will have to make
hard choices, and voters will have
to agree, by considering things
like consolidating, closing small
schools, increasing class size, re-
ducing staffing, and renovating
aging school buildings. The Com-
mission is designed to run for 18
months with the overall mission of
providing the General Assembly
with recommendations for a sus-
tainable high-quality, affordable
public education system. I wel-
come your input and ideas - please
send them to me and I will provide
them directly to the Commission.

7. Employment opportunities in
Vermont.

A: T have a solid understanding
of the employment opportunities
in Vermont. As a small business
owner in Brandon, with over 25
years’ experience, | know first-
hand the challenges and oppor-
tunities of running a business in
Vermont. In my role as Vice-Chair
of the House Economic Develop-
ment Committee, I focus on work-
force development issues every
day. Over the past six years, we
have created programs to incentiv-
ize careers in the trades, nursing,
healthcare, and education. I also
serve on the Vermont Economic
Progress Council - which has a
focus on growing businesses that
promise job growth throughout
the state. Locally, I serve on the
Brandon Revolving Loan Com-
mittee.

Locally, it is important that we
grow the workforce, help busi-
nesses, and generate a vibrant lo-
cal economy.I am proud of the
work that I have done to expand

opportunities for training and ca-
reer and technical education state-
wide. I have worked closely with
the Agency of Commerce and
Community Development, Small
Business Development Center
VT, Center for Women and En-
terprise, Vermont Professionals
of Color Network, CEDRR, Staf-
ford Technical Center, OVUHS,
Adult Learning, HireAbility, and
CAP Agencies to assist business-
es, provide business connections,
workforce training and employ-
ment opportunities. For example,
I helped to create legislation to
fund forgivable loans and grants to
health care, education and trades,
and incentivising Vermont college
graduates to stay in Vermont. Lo-
cally, I have worked closely with
the Otter Valley MS and HS to ex-
pand welding programs for them
to receive a $114,000 grant to ex-
pand the welding program.

8. If Democrats lose their su-
permajority, how do you think
your party should work with the
Governor, if Phil Scott is re-elect-
ed?

A: Regardless of who has the
supermajority, it is the role of the
governor to work closely with
the legislature. Over the past few
years, the Scott administration has
not been working with the legisla-
tive committees and has been gov-
erning by veto. This is frustrating.
I want to work with the Governor,
his agency Secretaries, and his
staff to create meaningful legisla-
tion for all Vermonters. The goal
should be to make a Vermont that
works for all of us. At the end of
the day, no one cares who created
the policy, just that it helps Ver-
monters.

(Continued from Page 1)

Mr. Bailey said he intended these
first meetings of the Selectboard and
the Budget Committee to focus on
conceptual discussions rather than
on specific dollar amounts, with the
purpose of pinning down what the
town needed and wanted before try-
ing to determine how to pay for it.
Mr. Bailey said he hoped the whole
process would ultimately result in a
proposed budget that was “fair” and
that the Selectboard, Budget Com-
mittee, and voters could all support.

Monday’s meeting was limited to
a discussion of the Brandon Police
Department (BPD) and the Town
Offices, though the discussion of

BPD accounted for almost the en-
tirety of the two-hour meeting.

BPD was the subject of ongoing
debate and sometimes conflict dur-
ing last year’s budget workshops.
BPD accounts for roughly 1/4 of
Brandon’s overall tax burden. In
FY25’s budget, which was ap-
proved only on a third vote this past
spring, BPD accounted for $865K
out of a total budget of roughly $3.4
million. The allocation for BPD
had started out at $900K but was
whittled down as the budget failed
on the first two votes.

The main sources of conflict
with regard to BPD last year were
the K-9 program, the need for new

police cruisers and the possibility of
purchasing electric vehicles, and the
possibility of hiring an additional
police officer in order to provide
24/7 police coverage.

While the Selectboard initially
eliminated the K-9 program to save
money, it was restored to the budget
after constituent pushback. But the
two cruisers that had been planned
for FY25 were removed and only
an advisory question about hiring
another officer appeared on the bal-
lot (the majority of voters stated
they would approve of the hire).

On Monday evening, BPD Chief
David Kachajian addressed the Se-
lectboard and the Budget Commit-

tee to give an overview of where
BPD currently is.

According to Chief Kachajian,
the department was down 3 officers
when he began at BPD in 2022,
and morale was low. Now, in fall
of 2024, the department has 6 full-
time officers plus the Chief, making
Brandon one of the few towns in the
state to boast a fully staffed police
Crew.

Moreover, Chief Kachajian stat-
ed that as of July 1, 2024, BPD is
providing 24/7 coverage with ex-
isting staff, having switched from
10-hour shifts to 12-hour shifts. The
change also allowed the department
to end its practice of officers driv-

ing home in police cars for “on call”
shifts.

The 24/7 coverage has greatly
increased overtime pay, though
inadvertently. According to Chief
Kachajian, the new scheduling has
officers working 48 hours in one
week and 36 the following week.
Since the officers’ pay period is
two weeks, this works out to a total
of 84 hours every pay period. But
the town’s contract with the Police
Union stipulates that overtime is
calculated per week and not per pay
period, so the amount of overtime
is 8 hours per pay period (because
of the week with 48 worked hours)
(See Brandon SB & budget, Page 19)



Brandon Powwow

(Continued from Page 1)
connotes a high-level meet-
ing, as among chieftains. But a
powwow is a cultural celebra-
tion that encompasses singing,
dancing, and feasting. And this
is precisely what will happen at
Estabrook.

Rozell made clear that it is a
spiritual event and not a party.
There will be no drugs or alco-
hol. But there will be plenty of
music, dance, and food.

“Native ~ Americans  love
cheeseburgers,” she laughed.

The powwow will open to
the public at 9 a.m. on Satur-
day, with vendors, music, sing-
ers, and dancers. There will be a
grand circle at noon. The circle
begins

with three important

songs, during which Rozell asks
that no photos be taken. These
three songs honor veterans, the
ill and recently deceased, and
the elders.

“It’s very educational. It’s
beautiful to watch people dance
in regalia,” said Rozell, referring
to the traditional Native Ameri-
can clothing that participants
will be wearing.

In addition to traditional mu-
sic and dance, there will be face
painting and crafts.

And after the main activities
wrap up at 5 p.m. on Saturday,
there will be a “trade blanket,”
which is literally a blanket on
which people place items they’d
like to trade. If you see some-
thing on the blanket you’d like,

ORGANIZERS AND VENDORS at the powwow will be camping

in traditional-style tents.

Fall plants are here!
Mums 3 for $24 « Asters 3 for $28 « Hanging baskets,

Containers and $1 annuals » Colorful pumpkins & gourds from

local farms

Specials:
25% off Trees,

bushes & perennials

O S gy
New fall hours
12-5 weekdays & Sun
10-5 Saturdays

Closed Tuesdays

Fall decor:

o Beautiful ornamental
cabbage & kale

o Colorful millet

Local corn & veggies
from Grabowski's

farm in W. Rutland

AND
onstance

LS

Home and Garden

2473 Franklin Street (Rt. 7 South) « Brandon
802-247-0062 « Cell 324-0613
Tim and Mary Shields, owners
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A SAMPLING OF the kinds of crafts and activities visitors can expect at the powwow this weekend
at Estabrook Park in Brandon. There will be traditional song, dance, craft, and cheeseburgers. "Na-
tive Americans love cheeseburgers,” laughed Peggie Sue Rozell, the organizer of the event.

you can place something on the
blanket to trade for it. The other
owner can accept your trade or
ask you to sweeten the deal by
adding another item or two.

“People trade all kinds of
things. The best trade I’ve made
on the blanket is a pair of hand-
made moccasins that I got for
a 3-foot-tall chief lamp,” said
Rozell.

Do not touch the blanket dur-
ing the trade, however.

“If you touch the blanket dur-
ing the trade, even if it’s just
your foot, you become the ‘go-
fer’ for the person you’re trying
to trade with,” Rozell explained.

So even an accidental touch of
the blanket will indenture you to
your trading partner and you’ll
find yourself being ordered to
go fetch food and perform other
tasks.

At 6 p.m. on Saturday, there
will be a Native American pag-
eant, organized by Crystal East-
man-Ketcham of the Silver Bells
of the Brandon Area Toy Project.
The entry fee for the pageant is
$30 and the proceeds go to the
group’s charitable endeavors.

The powwow will end with a
closing ceremony on Sunday af-
ternoon.

The 2018 powwow in Pittsford

drew several thousand visitors,
by Rozell’s estimation, and the
organizers of the 2024 Brandon
event expect similar numbers.
There is no admission fee and
pets are welcome as long as
they’re leashed and the owners
clean up after them.

“From all the native people
and myself, I’d like to thank
Colleen Wright, Bill Moore, and
the town of Brandon for letting
us use Estabrook,” said Rozell.
“It’s a great honor to bring our
culture to town.”

FALL CLEARANCE SALEI

2019 CHEVROLET SILVERADO
Custom Crew Cab, 4X4, V6, 78k miles

$28,995

2019 KIA SORENTO
LX; AWD 3rd row seat, Loaded, 95k miles
$16,995

AFFORDABLE, SAFE & RELIABLE
USED CARS AND TRUCKS
We also buy cars,

locate specialty orders
& consider consignments
Call Dave for an appointment

WIME Ty
_E_f.mh‘lhﬂ “:'1"11”*1 ¥y

el

2016 FORD EDGE
SEL, 4-Cyl, Auto, AWD, 80k miles

$12,995

ZOZZ NISSAN FRONTIER S
Crew Cab, 4X4, V6, Auto, 60k miles

$27,995

2017 HONDA CRV
EX, 4-Cyl, Auto, AWD, 124k miles

$17,995

Wimett Tra&ing ComPang

at the Big White Barn in Leicester
Michael Jackman, 52 Years Experience
David Wimett, 39 Years Experience
Mark Grant, 11 Years Experience

Rick Curtis, 40 Years Experience

802-465-4688

2668 Route 7 « Leicester, VT 05733  wimetttradingco@gmail.com
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‘Lucky Stift’ delights the Otter Valley stage

BY MITCHELL PEARL

This past weekend saw the first theatrical production on the Otter Valley
stage featuring adult actors and singers in 22 years. The Brandon Recre-
ation Department, in collaboration with Otter Valley’s Walking Stick The-
atre Company, put on the musical comedy “Lucky Stiff,” to appreciative
audiences. “Lucky Stiff” is an offbeat, hilarious murder mystery musical
farce, complete with mistaken identities, a six-million-dollar inheritance,
and a corpse in a wheelchair.

The story follows Harry, played ably by recent OV graduate Baker
LaRock. Harry is a forlorn English shoe salesman who receives unexpected
news: he is to receive a large inheritance from an uncle in America he never
knew. But to receive his inheritance, he must take the embalmed body of
his recently murdered uncle on an all-expenses paid vacation to Monte
Carlo. If he fails, the money goes to the Universal Dog Home of Brooklyn.
The dog home’s representative, Annabel Glick, is played by Sydney Singh,
and while she and Harry start out as adversaries and competitors, the atmo-
sphere of Monte Carlo will change that. But this is a musical farce, and so
the story is even more complicated. The murderer, Rita LaPorta—played
by Cara Woods—is legally blind and she often fails to wear her glasses.
She thinks that she mistakenly murdered the only man she had ever really
loved. But perhaps even that is not what really happened. As the opening
number proclaims, “something funny is going on!”

The lead players were all a joy to watch. Cara Woods, the murderer, es-
pecially shone in “Rita’s Confession,” when she explains her predicament
to her eye-doctor brother and convinces him to go to Monte Carlo with
her. Vinnie DiRuzzio, the brother—played by Lennon Philo—was superb
in his phone call home from the airport in France— “I won’t be home for
dinner.” Kasey Franzoni, playing Dominique Du Monaco, nailed the num-
ber, “Speaking French,” at the night club in Monte Carlo. Baker LaRock,
playing Harry, makes wonderful peace with his strange circumstances in
“Lucky,” and the scenes between Harry and Annabel (Sydney Singh) when
they bridge their differences in “Nice,” were, well, nice. Jeff Ladd had a
more difficult job than one might imagine playing the “Body,” a/k/a the
“Lucky Stiff.” He played the role with deadly accuracy.

As a play, “Lucky Stiff” benefits from several catchy musical num-
bers, but the plot suffers from unnecessary complexity. Like many musi-
cal comedies written for the American stage, Act II struggles to bring all
the story lines together smoothly and coherently. That said, Harry’s dream
sequence—treminiscent of Tevye’s Dream in “Fiddler on the Roof”—was
skillfully directed and staged. The players, lighting, music, and staging all
came together in this scene which fully captivated the audience. The mo-
ment when the nightmare ends was simply great theatre.

The small band was expertly directed by Kenny Cifone. The band ac-
companied the singers seamlessly and provided energy for the movement
of the play without ever becoming obtrusive. Much of the time you barely
knew they were there, which means they were doing their job perfectly.

“Lucky Stiff” was a great success for the first outing of the new collabo-
ration between Brandon Rec and Otter Valley’s theatre department. Direc-
tor Jeffrey Hull hopes that this will be the first of many community theater
offerings, providing an opportunity for both adults and younger students in
the Brandon area to participate in a community theater production. More
productions will be in the works. Stay tuned!

In the meantime, save the dates for Otter Valley Theatre Department’s
production of “Mean Girls,” to be shown on November 21, 22, 23, and 24.

SCENES FROM THE musical comedy “Lucky Stiff,” presented this past week-
end at Otter Valley.

Photos by Mitchell Pearl



BFPL BOARD PRESIDENT David Roberts (I) and Library Director
Molly Kennedy (r) present bookends to Sue Wetmore in recogni-
tion of her years of service to the library. Ms. Wetmore was for-
merly a member of the BFPL Board and president of the Friends
of the Brandon Library. The bookends were made by BFPL Board
Member Jeff Haylon.

BFPL open house
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When I'm done folding
thig, I'm gonna put it right in
by dresser!

Ll put it
away arfter a feeny
tiny break...

(Continued from Page 2)
brary board and the Friends of the
Library board for 3 decades! The
bookends were made by board
member Jeff Haylon, the tiny
books 3D printed in the library by
head librarian, Molly Kennedy,
and the flag handcrafted by new

QV Football Club

Friends chair, Carol Fjeld.

A lot has changed in the build-
ing, but the librarians remain!
They are looking forward to
helping everyone utilize the new
spaces for all the things our library |
offers. L

(Continued from Page 4)
prehensible in that short period.
However, we shouldn’t tell that
to those people involved, many of
which are out here in front of you
tonight.

As we look around and see the
lights lighting up this valley, we
need to be thankful for the com-
munity and the opportunity we
have along with the people who
helped to make this happen. Fu-

ture generations of football, soc-
cer, lacrosse, and many other
activities will have the opportu-
nity to be out here surrounded by
a community that cares and shows
it when needed most. We would
like to say thank you to the group
that played an instrumental role
in bringing the lights to fruition,
some with financial contributions,
others with in-kind services, and
many with both.”

BRARNDORN HAS TALENT SHOW

Do you like to sing, dance, play an instrument or have a
special talent & you want to be part of the
10th Annual “Brandon Has Talent Show”?

Contact Dennis at denniswmarden@gmail.com or leave a
message at 802-247-5420 to sign up for an audition ’rimeﬁ

Auditions are held every 15 minutes on

GOSHEN, VT
Fully Insured

RAMSEY PAINTING

‘Over 25 Years of Painting-

802-345-8857

Sunday, October 6 from 3:00-6:00 pm
and Monday, October 7 from 5:00-8:00 pm

(times will be assigned on a first come, first served basis)

If you will be using music, make sure it is on your cell phone so you can
connect to a Bluetooth Speaker. We will be downloading all music to a
laptop for the performance on Saturday, November 9.

Yy 99 ¥

Sharpen your mind

with our puzzles.

See page 17
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Calendar of events

September

Mondays

Brandon Rec offers Aikido classes

Aikido with Brandon Rec -- Aikido classes for Youth (4:30)
and Adults (5:30) at Brandon'’s Town Hall main floor. Begin-
ners and Spectators always welcome! For more information,
visit www.AikidoVermont.org

['uesdays

Maclure Library Story Time Playgroup

Looking for a fun, educational playgroup for your 2-5 year
old? Look no further! From 10 a.m. - 12 p.m. join Miss

Allie, a certified teacher, for a weekly FREE literacy-based
playgroup. Light snacks will be provided, along with stories,
crafts, songs, games, and more. To register, please email
allie.griffiths@rcpcc.org with your child's name, age, and

contact information for your
ﬁ family.

) Friends Zone

y The Friends Zone will be
initially open 3 hours per
week at the Brandon United
Methodist Church on
Tuesdays from 12-3 p.m. at
1 Franklin Street, Brandon.
Socialize with old friends,
make new ones. Sip some
soup while you sip a drink. Be puzzled for a bit, sorting out
a puzzle, or hold an Ace in the hole until the right moment
to play it. If so inclined, you can bring to the table a strug-

gle of your own to work on or your thoughts on developing
the Friends Zone or improving our lives.

The door is open. Our minds are open. Our hearts are
open.
All are welcome in.

For more information contact pastors Reverend John
Hardman-Zimmerman (hzfm@hotmail.com or

(802) 282-7532) or Vicki Disorda
(vqueenoftheearth@gmail.com or (802) 345-4125).

Pins & Needles Craft Club at the Brandon Free Public
Library

Drop in from 5:30-7:00 p.m., and bring your projects to
work on.

Wednesdays

Ping Pong

The Green Mountain Table Tennis Club would like to an-
nounce the beginning of its new season!

The club has begun playing on Wednesday evenings
starting at 7 p.m. It will meet nearly every Wednesday year-
round in the gym at the Rutland Area Christian School in
Rutland, located at the corner of Melrose Ave. and Lincoln
Ave. in Rutland, a block from the intersection of Route 7
and Melrose Ave. (110 Lincoln Ave., Rutland, VT 05701).

Being a part of this unique and exciting club offers a variety
of activities, including regular practice, a challenge board,
clinics for beginner and advanced play, singles and doubles,
inter-club events with other table tennis clubs, and even
tournaments.

If you are interested in table tennis as a recreational or
athletic activity, we're interested in you! There is a modest
membership fee of only $30, although you can come twice
free as our guest. Bring your sneakers and paddle (or use
ours) and have some fun playing a great game of “Pong!”

For further information about the Green Mountain Table

Tennis Club, visit our club’s website at www.gmttc.com.

Yoga Prana Shakti Zoom & Studio Chair Yoga, Gentle,
Wednesdays

From 10:30-11:30 a.m. at 155 Woodstock Avenue in
Rutland, Lina Cloffe Hanson (Parvati) offers an Earth Consci-
entious, Spiritual, Gentle Physical Yoga Practice. We meet
on Mondays via zoom. Contact for Zoom link. (There is also
a Monday Zoom only class)

Not everyone can get up and down off of the floor easily,
making traditional yoga classes difficult. If you have physi-
cal limitation or a health issue this might be the ideal class
for you. With the help of a chair most people can practice
yoga and reap the benefits of increased circulation, bal-
ance, flexibility, mobility, strength and more.

We spend a fair amount of the time exercising in a seated
position in the chairs but if possible, we also do exercises
standing, using the chairs for support. The exercises can be
adjusted for individual needs and we move at a comfort-
able pace. | think you will soon notice a difference once you
start. Looking forward to seeing you in class!

Lina (Parvati) has 20 plus years of experience teaching and
a lifelong personal practice.

To stay tuned if there are any cancellations, follow on Face-
book and get on our email list. $15/class.

Free drop-in homework help wth Dan for grades K-12!
Wednesdays 3:30-5:00 pm at the Brandon Free Public
Library.

'hursdays

Ukulele Group

Free at the Chaffee Art Center from 12-1 p.m., for adults
& 12+. This is not a class but a group enjoying playing the
ukulele together. Must pre-register. There are a limited
amount of in-house instruments to reserve.

Attendees will be led through specific sheet music by musi-
cian Steven Wilson. All levels are welcome.

Open Mic at Red Clover in Brandon
Join us starting at 6 p.m. for a rousing good time!

Fridays

Chaffee Art Center All About the Arts Free
Class for kids 3-5

From 11am-Noon...FREE! Students will have
fun creating and doing activities with art, music,
literature, and more!

One free book per student will be given weekly
(while supplies last) thanks to our partners at
Rutland Free Library. Adult must accompany
children under age 4. Must pre-register by
Wednesday each week.

Instructor: Lori Sullivan; Minimum 3.

Maclure Library Knitting Circle

Come join us weekly to share projects from noon - 2:00
p.m.

Brandon Senior Center Game Day

Come join us every Friday at 2:00 p.m. Cards, darts, puzzles,
board games, coloring.

Corn Hole at the Godnick Adult Center
By request, we will have drop-in cornhole in the
Rec Hall on Fridays from 2-4 p.m. v

Play with whomever shows up each time or just o
practice your cornhole skills!
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Saturdavs

Bingo at the Brandon Senior Center

First Saturday of each month from 12 p.m. to 3 p.m. Bring
lunch, and the Center will

provide beverages, desserts,

and a good time. A great way

to pass a Saturday afternoon.

Please direct any questions to

Kathy Mathis at 247-3121.

Storytime at the Brandon
Free Public Library

Join us every Saturday at 10:30
a.m. for picture book story-
time. All ages welcome.

C
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Sundavs

Brandon Town Hall Painting
with Crystal

Crystal Ketcham leads an all
ages painting event!

Yes, you CAN paint! More
info, contact Crystal at ceast-
man88@gmail.com

“The study of art is the most
important study a garden
designer can pursue.”

MEET RNES
SUPERINT]
RENE SA
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Keith's Cour
4085 US-7, Pi

Wednesday 18th

Wolf Peaches, Poisoned Peas
and Madame Pompadour’s
Underwear

Join us at 6pm at the Brandon
Free Public Library to find out
why a lot of us don't like beets,
how a 17th-century pirate
named the bell pepper, how
carrots won the Trojan War,
and how George Washington
was nearly assassinated with

a plate of poisoned peas with
science and history writer
Rebecca Rupp.

COME HAVE A (
GET TO KNC

Friday 20th
Rusty DeWees: The Logger — Pittsford Village Farm

Starting at 7 pm, this event is “pay watcha can” as you ar-
rive. No tickets necessary!

Grab a lawn chair, your friends and family, your favorite flan-
nel ... and join us at The Pittsford Village Farm when Rusty
DeWees brings his show to town. Known as an entertainer,
comedic artist, actor, producer, writer, musician, master of
duct tape . . . Rusty has been bringing The Logger to life for
the past 20+ years!

Pittsford Village Farm, 42 Elm Street.

Rakish and The Early Risers — Next Stage Arts

Violinist Maura Shawn Scanlin and guitarist Conor Hearn
unite to form “Rakish.” The
pair gets their namesake

2024 Live at Kennedy I

September 28
Bird Boombox, Alt. Folk/Rock




from the traditional Irish tune Rakish Paddy,
an origin that aptly suits the duo and their
shared background in traditional Irish
and Scottish music. Yet “rakish” itself also
suggests something strikingly unconven-
tional in its appearance, and Maura and
Conor knowingly embrace this wealth of
connotation in their music, drawing on the
music they grew up with and performing it
with their own slant. In a performance that
toes the line between concert music and
session music,
Rakish ex-
plores tunes
and songs
from Irish and American
folk traditions in a way that
reflects their shared interest
in and love for old traditional
tunes and chamber music.
Maura Shawn, a two-time
U.S. National Scottish Fiddle
Champion and a winner of the
Glenfiddich Fiddle Competi-
tion, wields the technical
range of a classical violinist
and the deep sensitivity of a
traditional musician. Conor, a
native to the Irish music com-
munities of Washington, D.C.
and Baltimore, MD, makes his
home in Boston, MA playing
and teaching guitar.

FEE
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The Early Risers are a folk duo
from Vermont made up of
Ashley Storrow and Putnam
Smith. Both rootsy and lyric-

I
U'S NEW driven, their original songs
ENDENT feature close vocal harmonies
and arrangements on a wide
NCHEZ array of instruments: banjo,
guitar, mandolin, piano, and
4 . 3 o —1 o A M shruti-box. Their debut album,
"Making Life Sweet,” went to
\try Store #1 on the national Folk DJ
TTSfOFd, VT Charts (November, 2019).
From 7:30- 9:30 pm at Next
S

Stage Arts , 15 Kimball Hill,
GEFEE AND Putney. $10-25.
)W RENE

Saturday 21st
Bandwagon Summer Series: Cyro Baptista
Cyro Bapitista is a Brazilian born percussionist and
composer whose vast talent and penchant for innovation
brought him to be praised as one of the most respected
musicians in the world. Cyro’s endless sonic curiosity
and intense rhythmic led him to create several musical
ensembles and record many albums of his own. He has
also lent his sounds to several GRAMMY award-winning
records and to over 300 CDs with many of the most
beloved musicians in the world. Cyro's credits read like
a "Who's Who" of modern music. From Paul Simon to
Yo-Yo-Ma, Herbie Hancock to Kathleen Battle, Trey Anas-
tasio to John Zorn, Wynton Marsalis to Laurie Anderson,
from the legendary Brazilians Milton Nascimento and
Caetano Veloso to Sting—they all wanted Cyro's magic
touch on their recordings or live performances.

The Bandwagon Summer Series is a family-friendly out-
door cultural performance series running from early May
through mid-October. Twenty performances ranging
from a diverse group of musical styles, circus arts, dance,
and theater will take place at ballfields, farms, and parks
throughout Windham County.

Kids under 12 always get in for free, and

ark llIlC-llp a dedicated play area will be available at
all shows. Refreshments are sold onsite,
Trio including the return of the hugely popu-

lar Barr Hill cocktails. Bring a picnic and
a blanket or fold-up chair to enjoy our
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® concerts. From 5-7 pm at Coo-
per Field , 41 Sand Hill Road,
Putney. $20-25.

Proctor Town Green, 6 pm

Bird Walk with Sue Wetmore —
Pittsford Village Farm

At 8 am, we are hosting a Bird
Walk at Pittsford Village Farm
with local birding expert Sue
Wetmore. This event is free and
open to everyone, including
seasoned birders and those new
to birding. Bring your binoculars

oot - I I I+ Fall Festival
L‘ﬁfw — 4 Robert Wuagneux
F' . E! i
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September 28

if you have

them and join

us on the lawn at Pittsford Village
Farm. This is a leisurely walk
through the property and onto
the trails in an area known to the
Audubon Society as a “birding
hot spot.” We stop to spot birds
and listen as Sue shares her wisdom.

Pittsford Village Farm, 42 Elm Street, Pittsford

Saturday 21st-Sunday 22nd
Vermont Living History Expo —
Champlain Valley Exposition

The Living History Expo is a

family friendly event for all

ages. The event will host over

two dozen reenactment groups
representing the Roman Legions,
Medieval Knights, the American
Revolution, the Napoleonic era,

the American Civil War, both

World Wars and much more. We =
will also be joined by a number

of historical societies and mu-
seums, veteran support groups,
vehicle displays, period crafters

and vendors. View the reenact-

ment groups here!

Patrons will have the opportunity
to interact with the different groups in their encampments
as well as watch troop drills and period craft demonstra-

tions. Attendees and participants are excited about the
Living History Expo as it provides both a fun and educa-
tional event for all ages. It is a great "hands-on" event for
homeschoolers and students of history.

Champlain Valley Exposition 105 Pearl Street, Essex Junc-
tion. Kids under 6 and parking are both free! Saturday
&amp; Sunday, 10 am-6 pm. Tickets are $20 for one day
or $30 for two days. Kids 6-12 are $5. All events are rain or
shine!

Sunday 22nd

Artifact Road Show — Pittsford Village Farm

Artifacts Road Show returns to the Pavilion of Pittsford
Village Farm. Join us for this free event. VSU-Castleton ar-
chaeology professors and their students will help you iden-
tify and learn about your household artifacts. Bring items in
from your family farm, yard sale finds, and heirlooms—and
learn about them as archaeologists analyze and identify
each piece. Pittsford Village Farm, 42 Elm Street, Pittsford.

Goings on
around town

Cast Off 8’s
Free introductory contemporary squarc dance this week

Cast Off 8's Square Dance Club is
excited to announce the start of its
47th year of introducing new dancers
to square dancing. The new workshop
season kicks off on September 11th at
Lothrop School in Pittsford, with ses-
sions held every Wednesday night.

free sessions,

The club welcomes dancers from all
walks of life, including working profes-
sionals, retirees, families, singles, and
couples. Starting with simple calls, the
square dance lessons gradually prog-
ress to more complex calls. The music
ranges from popular contemporary
hits to traditional tunes, creating an

engaging and enjoyable atmosphere.

The club embraces the philosophy world.

that “Anyone can square dance—if
you can walk, you can square dance!”

on September 11th
and 18th, from 6:30
to 8 pm at Lothrop
School. After the

participation is just
$7 per dancer, with
discounts available
for those who sign
up for 10- week ses-
sions. By the end of
the workshops, par-
ticipants will be well
prepared to enjoy
square dancing at
events around the

For more informa-
tion or to pre-regis-

It's not only a fantastic way to relieve
stress but also an excellent opportu-
nity to meet new people and forge
connections, which can lead to greater
happiness.

The upcoming workshop season be-
gins with two free introductory nights

ter, please contact

Lauren at lauren.castoff8s@gmail.
com and visit our website http://www.
castoff8s.com.

Don't miss this chance to join a wel-
coming community and experience
the fun of square dancing!
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Fish Art Contest

(Continued from Page 4)
said Vermont Fish and Wildlife
Department Education Special-
ist Corey Hart. “Last year, 226
Vermont Students submitted
artwork of Vermont fish spe-
cies. Several Vermont schools
incorporated the contest into
their curriculum, allowing the
teachers to highlight the select-
ed fish species in detail before
the students created their mas-
terpieces.”

Winners will be selected for
four grade categories: K-3, 4-6,
7-9, and 10-12.

Winners will receive a fish-
ing rod and reel, and their art
will be entered into a selection
process to be featured in the

ADVE

CONTACT US TODAY!
SALES@BRANDONREPORTER.COM

department’s forthcoming 2026
Fishing Guide and Regulations
publication.

Rules and information about
the contest are available at
this link: rules and informa-
tion about the Contest: https://
www.theartofconservation.org/
fish-art-contest

Entries to the 2025 Ver-
mont Student Fish Art Con-
test must be submitted by
February 28, 2025 at this
link: https://form.jotform.
com/242386164735159

Teachers who have questions
may contact Corey Hart by
email at Corey.Hart@vermont.
gov or by phone at 802-505-
5562.

RTISE
WITH US

olf Course

Plan ahead for next year!

It’s that time of year again! Neshobe
Golf Club is excited to reintroduce our
special offer: Buy a 2025 Membership
now and play the remainder of 2024

for FREE!
This incredible deal

allows you to

enjoy the rest of this year’s golfing
season at no additional cost while
locking in your membership for 2025

at our current 2024

pricing.

New members only—this offer is
designed just for you! Plus, every
Neshobe membership comes with full
Rocky Ridge Golf Club membership
privileges at no extra charge.

Don't miss out on this fantastic oppor-
tunity to experience two great clubs

for the price of one.
For all membership

inquiries please

visit the Membership Page on our

website!

We look forward to welcoming you to
the Neshobe family!

WE ARE

HIRING!

Cook

Share your compassion and talents with
patients and their families in your community

You can make a difference
by volunteering for

RUTLAND—Visiting
Nurse Association and Hos-
pice of the Southwest Region
(VHAHSR) provides training
for those interested in becom-
ing hospice volunteers.

Training will be held on Fri-
day, October 18, from 8am—
4pm in the Casella Confer-
ence Room at the VNAHSR
Rutland office, located at 7
Albert Cree Drive. Training is
free and open to individuals 16
years of age and older. Volun-
teers need to pass a background
check. No previous hospice
and health care experience is
required. Pre-registration and
proof of COVID-19 vaccina-
tion are required.

At VNAHSR, volunteers
play a critical role in enhanc-
ing the end-of-life experiences
of people facing serious illness
and their families. Volunteers
represent all life experiences
and are drawn to hospice for
a variety of reasons, but the
defining characteristics that
unite them are compassion
and the desire to help others.
Their many skills are matched
to important tasks within our
mission.

Once training is complete,
assignments and schedules are
tailored to the volunteer’s geo-
graphic and time commitment

VELCO fire

preferences.
TRAINING TOPICS
INCLUDE:

e Understanding the Hos-
pice philosophy of care

* Knowing boundaries when
interacting with patients and
families

* Communicating with pa-
tients and families

¢ Understanding basic health
and safety precautions

* Understanding patient
confidentiality
THE BENEFIT OF
BECOMING A HOSPICE
VOLUNTEER

While our volunteers make
a tremendous impact on the
lives of our patients, fami-
lies, and staff, we hear time
and again that they, too, ben-
efit from their hospice experi-
ences. Among the things they
mention are:

* Increased appreciation for
living life in the moment and
defining what is really impor-
tant

e Greater knowledge and
more inner peace about the
end-of-life experience

» Greater insight about di-
versity and the different per-
spectives among cultures

» Heightened sense of ful-
fillment and pride because of
their contributions to patients

(Continued from Page 1)

A request was made to VELCO to power down
the substation so that PFD firefighters could en-
ter the site safely. PFD’s ladder truck returned to
PFD while a small crew remained on site.

At 9:30 p.m., PFD sent another engine to

We are currently seeking a skilled and
dedicated Cook to join our culinary team at
Neshobe Golf Club. The ideal candidate will

have a passion for creating delicious and
visually appealing dishes while ensuring a
high standard of food quality and safety.

Bartender
We're currently searching for a skilled and
enthusiastic bartender to join our team. If
you have a passion for creating great
drinks and providing excellent customer
service, we want to hear from you.

The golf course is OPEN!

Tee times available from 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

https://neshobe.com - (802) 247-3611

the site after receiving word that the substation
was nearing shutdown. Soon after the engine’s
arrival, the site was deemed safe to enter and
two crews of two men each entered the facility,
wielding dry chemical extinguishers and water
cans. At that point the fire was limited to a con-
duit.

After the fire was extinguished, thermal im-
aging equipment was used to determine that the
surrounding equipment was at a safe tempera-
ture. All PFD personnel and assets cleared the
scene at 11:20 p.m.

The cause of the explosion has not been de-
termined.

Thank you to the Pittsford Fire Department for
their work.

Hospice

and families and to VNAHSR.

For more information
or to register, call Mary at
802.442.0540 or email at
mary.pleasant@vnahsr.org.

VNAHSR is a non-profit,
Medicare-certified home
health and hospice agency
delivering a wide range of
advanced medical care with
compassion,  dependability,
and expertise to people of all
ages throughout Bennington,
Franklin, and Rutland Coun-
ties.

With office locations in Ben-
nington, Dorset, Manchester,
Rutland, and St. Albans, we
have over 250 trusted health
professionals and caregivers
committed to providing ex-
ceptional care to patients and
families.

Proud of our national repu-
tation for quality care, VNAH-
SR is highly rated for Qual-
ity of Patient Care and Patient
Satisfaction from the Centers
for Medicare & Medicaid Ser-
vices and is recognized as one
of the nation’s top perform-
ing home health agencies by
HomeCare FElite, a market-
leading review that identifies
top Medicare-certified agen-
cies.




Can you guess the street?

BY LAURA PETERSON

The front porch, or front veranda of the Brandon
Inn was open until 1997. Although there has been
a hotel of some sort in that location since 1786,
the structure we recognize today was built in 1892
after a devastating fire.

For over 100 years, the flat roof of the porch had
been hammered by snow and ice sheeting off of the
Inn’s mansard roof and soaked by rain and melt-
ing snow unable to drain off of its flat surface. By
the 1990s, the roof was leaking, the Doric columns
that held it up were crumbling, Rt 7 was a busy
road just feet away, and mosquitoes had come to

FRONT VERANDA
OF the Brandon
Inn circa 1892 and
today.

town.

The young couple who bought the Inn in 1988,
Louis and Sarah Pattis, decided to save the porch
before it collapsed, and in the meantime make
some improvements. Nancy Leary helped them de-
sign a glassed-in porch with a pitched roof and a
heated floor. This helped with run-off, noise, dust,
rain, cold drafts in the Inn’s lobby, and mosqui-
toes. Kemper Fredericksen and Louis Pattis did the
work, and now this space is a lovely, tranquil, pro-
tected space all year round.

<
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Your mystery for next week!
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September 20th, 7-8:30 pm

The Brandon Artists
Guild presents,

Arust Talk: Featured
Wood Arust, Guy Rossi

Guy Rossi shares his fascination for the properties found
in wood. How he incorporates texture and grain patterns in
small ornament pieces to large home furnishings.

“Meet the Artist” Friday night, September 20th at 7pm. Re-
freshments will be served

The gallery is open Monday - Saturday 10am-5pm, and
Sunday 10am—4pm

7 Center Street, Brandon, VT 05733,(802) 247-4956

" PRICE REDUCED! 6,000+ SQ. FT.

Impressive 2 story commercial building with 6,614 sq. ft. This meticulously
maintained building was entirely renovated in 2007. Features a spacious
commercial kitchen, office space, conference room, a very yoga/pilates
room. All rooms are large and bright with ample lighting and natural light.
The building is well insulated, with a state of the art heating system with
radiant heat, and 3 separate Buderus Logamax furnaces. ADA compliant
with a lift/elevator, 4 restrooms, ample paved parking, 3 bay garage and a
spacious backyard. There are a multitude of potential uses for this building.
Located in Historic Brandon Village. A great
investment opportunity offered at $415,000

REAL ESTATE
PLYERTY )

802-236-9112
Wendy@RoweRealEstate.com
RoweRealEstate.com
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E-mail
kate@brandonreporter.com
if you can identif? someone

in these photos.

Or call us at 247-8080

Mim's Photos

Can you identify any of the people in these vintage photos from
Mim Welton’s Dateline Brandon newspaper archives? Let us know!

Recognized

Michele Witherbee recognized the location of this
photo. It was taken at RFL Industries, which is the
current home of New England Woodcraft on Sem-
inary Hill in Brandon. Ms. Witherbee writes that
RFL was “owned by a company out of England,
and they made electrical boards for appliances,
radios, etc.” The man on the far left in the photo
is Frank, the company’s CEO, who used to live

1.

/

in East Middlebury. The woman standing second
from last is Marge Charbonneau, who handled
reception, payroll, human recourses, etc. And the
third woman from the right was Betty Pfenning,
better known as Betty Steele—Ms. Witherbee's
mother. Betty was an executive and second in
command.

Stephanie (Bird) Wilson recognized
the girls in this photo. She thinks it
was likely a 4H or Girl Scouts project,
and writes, “l was involved in both
and must have been absent when this
photo was taken! A hearty shoutout
to my old friends, from left to right:
Kim Sprague, Vicki Disorda, Robin
Schmidt, Danica Bostock, Stacy Phil-
lips, and Debbie Ayer.”

Linda and Bob Schmidt also recog-
nized the girls pictured here (including
their daughter Robin Schmidt [Shrum]),
and they identified the gentleman in
the center as Mr. Stephen Mann of
Park Street.




Crossword

CLUES DOWN
1

. Greenwich Time

CLUES ACROSS
1. Wrest
5. Russian river
10. Grupo Montparnasse
founder
12. One who quits prematurely
14. Related to the nature of
being
16. Early multimedia
18. Indigenous Tibetan religion
19. Tease
20. J.M. __, Irish dramatist
22. Pounds per square inch
23. Surrendered

25. Notable Dallas Cowboy Leon

26. Dash

27. Man who behaves
dishonorably

28. British Air Aces

30. Data executive

31. Spiritual leader

33. Flower cluster

35. Ofthe cheek

37. Tears down

38. Uncoordinated

40. Touches lightly

41. Soak

42. Founder of Babism

44.Not good

45. Inches per minute (abbr.)

48. Type of casino game

50. Skills assessments for adults

52. Check

53. Gives a job

55. Fifth note of a major scale

56. Small, faint constellation

57. Thou

58. Reduce

63. Another recording

65. Removes for good

66. Jill and Catherine are two

67. Cruise

U wnN

7.
8

9.

. Metropolis

.Complete

. Scheduled

.One who obeys

. Resinlike substance secreted

by certain lacinsects
Days (Spanish)

. Unsaturated hydrocarbon

radical
Region of the U.S. (abbr.)

10. Tributary of the Alabama

11.

River
One who eliminates

13. Ballroom music
15. Officer in the Book of

17.

Mormon
Denies

18. Barrels per day (abbr.)

21.

Make vital

23. Former NFLer Newton
24. Kashmiri tribe

27.

29.

Indigenous S. American
person
Capacitance unit

32. MLB great Scherzer
34. Taxi

35.Boggy

36. Artist's workroom

39.

47.
49.
51.

Feline

. Prosecutors
. Freshwater perches

. Young ladies

. Whittles

Licensed for Wall Street
Type of gene

Express displeasure

54. Fly high

59.

Norwegian krone

60. Investment account

61.

Chinese surname

62. Language
64. By the way (abbr.)

Sudoku

Here's how a sudoku puzzle works: Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken
down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku every row, every column and every box
must contain the numbers 1 through 9. Each number must appear only once in each row,
column and box. Figure out where to fill in the missing numbers by using the numeric
clues already provided in the boxes. The more numbers that are filled in, the easier it gets

to solve .
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September is Adopt-a-Shelter-Pet Month!

Give a Loving Home to a Furry Friend from the Rutland County Humane Society (RCHS). With so many wonderful
pets waiting for their forever homes, there’s no better time to adopt. We have adorable cats, playful pups, and
snuggly small animals who can’t wait to meet their new families. Visit www.rchsvt.org to see all of our adoptable
animals. We're open for walk-in visits Tuesday through Saturday, 11 am to 4 pm. Let’s find loving homes for
them all this September!

1 COULD BE THE NEW FRIEND YOU’VE BEEN LOOKING FOR!

MEET ROXIE 5-YEAR-OLD. SPAYED FEMALE. DOMESTIC SHORT HAIR. BROWN TABBY.

Roxie arrived at the shelter on September 4th after her previous owner was unable to keep
her due to a move. Roxie has fallen into a routine here at the shelter and we think that she
will adjust well in her new home. We currently have her in our Community Cat Room where
she can socialize with the other cats at RCHS. As soon as she stepped foot in the room,
she started to explore and settle in. If you are looking for a sweet, laid-back lady who likes

to go with the flow, we think you will love Roxie. You can visit the Adoption Center Tuesday-

Saturday from 11 am-4 pm.

MEET ALARA - 3-YEAR-OLD. SPAYED FEMALE. HOUND MIX. TAN/WHITE/BROWN.

Say hello to our cute girl Alara! She came to us as a surrender after her previous home
collapsed. She’s a very sweet and quiet girl, who's under-socialized and will need a calm
patient family to go home to. She has made a lot of progress with the staff but will need
to continue this in her new home. Alara is eager to learn and will blossom into a loving
hound given time and attention. She has lived with other dogs, but we have no history
with cats or children. If you would like to meet her, the Adoption Center is open Tuesday-
Saturday 11 am-4 pm.

OUR ADOPTION CENTER IS OPEN
TUESDAY-SATURDAY FROM

RUTLAND COUNTY
HUMANE SOCIETY

11AM-4PM.
802-483-6700 » WWW.RCHSVT.ORG NO APPOINTMENT NEEDED.
765 STEVENS RD.  PITTSFORD 3

£ o v...0
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Some things

of interest:

On Wednesdays, we will be
offering up homework help for
grades K-12, made possible with
a grant from the Winnie Belle
Learned Fund. Available in a
1-on-1 format or in a small group.
Every Wednesday from 3:30 -
5:00 pm, no registration required.
Most subjects are available

- email dan@brandonpubliclibrary.
org or call 802-247-8230 for more
information.

Also on Wednesdays- free tech
support from 4:30 - 6 pm! Stop
in and get help with your phones,
tablets, or laptops FREE. No
appointment needed. As always,
you can also make an appoint-
ment for tech help at other times.

The Meditation Club has re-
turned! Join others in quiet con-
templation on Tuesdays at 10:30
am in our new meeting room!

Storytime is back on Saturday
in our beautiful new children’s
room. Come listen to stories,
have a snack, dance, and catch
BUBBLES! Lots of room to play
and have fun. Coffee/tea/cocoa
available for adults.

Our Library of Things is now on
easy display between our main
fiction room and kids’ room. We
have a birder’s backpack with two
sets of binoculars to check out, a
portable DVD player, projector
for outdoor movie nights, and
more.

We have some great fall
programming coming up for
teens. Keep an eye on socials or
join our email list (sign up on our
website) to see what's coming. A
little peek at what we're hoping
to bring your way: college essay
Erep, kitchen/cooking basics, car

asics. Have an idea? Want to
teach a program? Reach out and
let us know! We'd love to hear

B B
BRANDON

FREE PLUELIC

LIBRARY

DID YOU KNOW?

We are back open at our
Park Street location and
lots of exciting things are
coming. Stop in and say hi,
have a cuppa, and see all
that's new!

your thoughts.

Opening this week- the Bran-
don Area TOOLSHIP! In partner-

ship with reBHS and the Brandon
Energy Committee, all registered

patrons will be able to check

out battery-operated EGO lawn

tools from that cool orange box
you may have seen out in front

of the library. Details available in

the library, by phone, or by email.
We'll have a mower, string trim-

mer, and leaf blower available.

Also starting up this fall - Family
Game Nights, Coffee and Cards

club, Friday afternoon flicks and
more!
We hope to see you soon!

Explore the Crown Point Road in Proctor
September 21, 10:00 am to 1:00 pm

Gather to explore parts of the Proctor area. The
meeting area is the west shore of Beaver Pond.
Begin by walking part of the original Crown Point

Road, and finish by visiting a 20th century indus-
trial site that is being “re-wilded”.
https://www.crownpointroad.org/home/calendar/

ARIES March 21-April 20

A disagreement may have you questioning
a relationship this week, Aries. Do not get
ahead of yourself, as you'll figure out that the
turmoil will subside soon enough.

TAURUS April 21-May 21

GrouP activities or time spent with a
significant other may not go as well as usual
this week, Taurus. With your mind elsewhere,
it's hard to focus on having fun and others
will catch on.

GEMINI May 22-June 21

Do not believe everything you hear this
week, Gemini. There are a Yot of rumors
floating around, and only a portion of whatis
being said is accurate. Get tﬁe facts first.

CANCER June 22-July 22
Cancer, you are usually outgoin? and
easygoing, but this week you may be feeling

more reserved and shy. Are you missing
someone? If so, %et in touch and you'll feel
more like yourself.

LEO July 23-Aug. 23

Friends or family members may be making
more demands on your time, Leo. You want
to go along with it, but be careful not to
stretch yourself too thin.

VIRGO Aug. 24-Sept. 22

Virgo, someone close to you might be feel-
ing under the weather and could use a little
extra support right now. Perhaps you can
make soup or drop in for a visit to cheer this
person up?

LIBRA Sept. 23-Oct. 23.

Seek out quiet spots right now, Libra, as
[ately your life has been a bit of a whirlwind.
Change is good, but so much change at one
time can be exhausting.

SCORPIO Oct. 24-Nov. 22.

Scorpio, take a step back from all of your
responsibilities. Things will not go haywire
if you take a break for a few days or even a
week. You can commit fully again after some
rest.

SAGITTARIUS Nov. 23-Dec. 21
There's no point getting into an arg?ument
over a situation beyond your control, Sagit-

/< WEEKLY HOROSCOPE

tarius. Instead, wait until the time is right
to express your thoughts and work out a
solution.

CAPRICORN Dec. 22-Jan. 20
Capricomn, even though you may want to
expand your friend network right now, you
aren't sure how to begin. Social media can
connect you with those nearby.

AQUARIUS Jan. 21-Feb. 18

Itis a good idea for you to have set deadlines
for your goals, Aquarius, otherwise, you may
keep putting things off. With dates on paper,
you can check things as they get done.

PISCES Feb. 19-March 20

Pisces, Kou want to return to a relationship
right where you left off, but the other person
may not be on the same page right now.
Give ita little more time.

MTp Mo 1Ty Tip Mo 1Tp T

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS

Sept. 20 Dale Chihuly, artist (83)
Sept. 21 Bill Murray,

actor, comedian (73)
Sept. 22 Michael Faraday, scientist (d)
Sept. 23 Hasan Minaj, comedian (39)
Sept. 24 Jim Henson, puppeteer (d)
Sept. 25 bell hooks, writer, activist (d)
Sept. 26 Serena Williams,

tennis player (43)

Brandon

Police Report

September 9

* Conducted a foot patrol
in downtown Brandon along
Center Street. Businesses were
checked and nothing suspicious
was observed.

* Conducted speed enforce-
ment on Grove Street at Larch
Lane. Three stops were made
and two tickets issued, both for
speeds in excess of 70 miles per
hour in a 50 mile per hour zone.

* Found a vehicle exceeding
the posted speed limit on Grove
Street (72 mph in a 35 mph
zone). The vehicle was stopped
and the operator was issued a ci-
tation.

* Vehicle stop on Grove Street
for traveling 74 mph in a 50 mph
zone. Ticket issued.

* Vehicle stop on Grove Street
for traveling 80 mph in a 50 mph
zone. Ticket issued.

* Vehicle stop for speed on
Grove Street. Warning issued.

» Conducted traffic enforce-
ment on Carver Street near
Church Street for ongoing speed-
ing complaints by area residents.
One vehicle stop with ticket is-
sued for speeding.

* Vehicle stop on Carver Street
for speeding. Ticket issued for
driving without a license.

* Vehicle stop at the intersec-
tion of Franklin Street and Nick-
erson Road for speeding. Warn-
ing issued.

* Completed a VIN verifica-
tion on Conant Square.

* Took fingerprints for DCF
and Rutland School District em-
ployment.

* Took fingerprints for educa-
tional purposes.

September 10

» Conducted traffic enforce-
ment on Carver Street at Syn-
dicate Road. No violations ob-
served.

* Vehicle stop on Grove Street
at Arnold District Road for driv-
ing without headlights. Warning
issued.

* Vehicle stop on Grove Street
at Arnold District Road for
speeding. Warning issued.

» Assisted the Brandon Fire
Department with an unknown
odor call on Conant Square.

* Received a complaint of an
intoxicated man who had just
left the Union Street Market in
a vehicle, after urinating on the
building, and was driving into
downtown Brandon.

* Investigated vandalism to a
truck that occurred in the park-
ing lot adjacent to an apartment
complex on Mulcahy Drive.

* Conducted a patrol on Frank-

lin Street.

* Conducted a traffic stop on
Grove Street for an erratic opera-
tor. Upon investigation, the man
driving showed signs of alcohol
impairment and was taken into
custody for suspicion of DUI.
The man was processed and ul-
timately released.

September 11

* Participated in the 9/11 Me-
morial Ceremony at the Twin
Towers Monument located at the
Brandon Police Department.

* Spoke with a resident of
Conant Square at the station
about the housing conditions she
was living in at her apartment
building. The individual was
referred to the Rutland Hous-
ing Trust to address the various
complaint(s).

* Received a walk-in com-
plaint of a lost phone that was
located on Deer Run Road.

* Conducted a patrol on New-
ton Road.

* Assisted the Vermont State
Police-New Haven with a fam-
ily fight in Goshen on Capen Hill
Road.

* Spoke with an individual at
the station regarding several is-
sues in his life that he wanted to
speak with an officer about now
that he has moved to Brandon.

September 12

* Responded to a report of a
suspicious vehicle near a child’s
bicycle on Champlain Street.
The bicycle was located, and it
appeared to have been left as lit-
ter.

* Responded to a report of a
subject leaving the scene of a
crash on Center Street.

* Responded to a trespass
complaint on River Road. The
suspect was located and is-
sued a citation to appear before
the Rutland Superior Court on
10/21/2024 at 10:00 A.M. for
trespassing.

* Received a request to serve
a restraining order on Hollister
Quarry Road. The residence was
not in Brandon and that service
was transferred to the appropri-
ate agency.

* Received a call from a wom-
an regarding an ongoing stalking
situation involving her ex-boy-
friend.

* Received a call regarding
a woman who pulled into the
driveway at a home on Fox Road
and was harassing the residents.

» Served a citation on a man
residing on Mulcahy Drive on
behalf of the Vermont State Po-
lice—Rutland Barracks.



Police report

(Continued from Page 18)

* Responded to a vehicle com-
plaint on Forest Dale Road for a
motorcycle that was revving its
engine in front of a residence.
Officers were unable to locate
the motorcycle.

* Conducted speed enforce-
ment on Forest Dale Road at
McConnell Road due to ongoing
complaints from residents con-
cerning speeding. No violations
were observed.

September 13

* Conducted a foot patrol and
business checks on Center Street.

* Received a complaint from
OVUHS that a student was sell-
ing vapes on the campus to other
students. The school will handle
the issue administratively.

* Assisted Middlebury Res-
cue on North Street with an in-
dividual believed to be having
a seizure. The subject was later
transported to the hospital for
treatment.

* Assisted an individual with
information regarding a trespass
order and how to apply for a re-
lief from abuse order.

* Conducted a welfare check
on a child at a local residence.
The child was found to be in
good health and doing fine.

* Conducted a patrol in the
Forest Dale Area.

* Responded to a noise dis-
turbance in the trailer park on
Brookdale Street. The parties
were advised regarding the noise
levels.

* Dispatched to a second
noise complaint on Brookdale
Street. All parties involved were
warned to keep it down or they
would be charged with noise in
the nighttime.

September 14

¢ Dispatched for a 911 hang-
up call at the Jiffy Mart on Grove
Street. A child had accidentally
contacted 911. No emergency
had occurred.

* Opened an investigation into
a stalking complaint.

* Observed a child hanging out
of a sun roof in a passing car and
conducted a vehicle stop. Ticket
issued for Unrestrained Child.
DCEF notification was also made
regarding the incident.

* Conducted a community po-
licing detail at OVUHS during a
football game.

* Received a call of a dispute
between two groups of young
juveniles on Park Street. Upon
investigation, it was determined
that no crime had been commit-
ted by any party involved.

* Vehicle stop on Franklin
Street for a red light violation.
Warning issued.

* Responded to the Brookdale
Trailer Park for a noise distur-
bance involving numerous in-
toxicated individuals who were
yelling and being physically ag-
gressive.

September 15

e Conducted a patrol in the
Forest Dale area near Brookdale
Trailer Park due to ongoing noise
complaints. No issues observed.

* Conducted a patrol on Frank-
lin Street.

* Responded to Conant Square
for a report of juveniles riding
dirt bikes in the area. The juve-
niles, who were not on dirt bikes,
were located and respectful to-
wards the officer. No criminal
activity observed.

* Conducted a foot patrol on
Center Street.

* Received a report of an on-
going child custody issued.
Complainant advised regarding
the situation.

* Police are attempting to lo-
cate a Rutland man after he ex-
torted money from his grandpar-
ents and threatened them with
physical harm. The suspect has
also made threats to shoot police.
Investigation ongoing.

e Responded to a building
alarm on Forest Dale Road.

* Vehicle stop on Franklin
Street for failure to display li-
cense plates. Warning issued.

* Vehicle stop on McConnell
Road for failure to display li-
cense plate(s). Warning issued.

Brandon SB & budget

(Continued from Page §)

rather than 4 hours.

Chief Kachajian stated that he
understands that this situation is not
sustainable for the town and that he
was exploring options with Bran-
don Town Manager Seth Hopkins.
Mr. Bailey added that the current
set-up would likely cost the town
over $150K in overtime pay for the
year vs. the $19K that had been al-
located in the budget.

The 24/7 presence of on-duty of-
ficers in Brandon has been at least
partially responsible for the increase
in drug arrests this year, said Chief
Kachajian.

“Lots of drug deals were happen-
ing in the open, but we didn’t have
officers on duty to see it,” he said.
He also attributed the increase in
drug arrests in Brandon to the in-
tensification of policing in Rutland
City, pushing drug dealers out to
nearby communities. Brandon’s
K-9 officer, Guinness, has also been
extremely successful in discover-
ing illegal narcotics in cars, help-
ing BPD confiscate over $100K in
drugs this year.

Chief Kachajian noted that the in-
creased police presence in Brandon

was also having a positive effect on
traffic accidents, since BPD officers
were stopping more cars and thus
diminishing dangerous driving.

The Chief also stated that BPD
has generally seen a significant up-
tick in calls for service in 2024 com-
pared to 2023.

The discussion turned to police
vehicles. BPD currently has 5 po-
lice vehicles, of which 3 are near-
ing the end of their useful lives and
should be replaced, according to the
Chief.

Several members of the Commit-
tee and the Selectboard expressed
their desire for a capital plan that
would allow the town to look ahead
several years to know what assets
and equipment would need to be re-
placed at what time. The town cur-
rently does not have such a plan and
equipment tends to be replaced only
when circumstances absolutely de-
mand, causing the town to scramble
to figure out how to pay for the ex-
pense.

Board member Tim Guiles dif-
fered from other members of the
Board and Committee in that he has
long advocated for a smaller police
force in Brandon. He questioned

whether BPD’s current staffing pro-
vided the correct “level of service”
for the town.

Chief Kachajian replied that the
U.S. Department of Justice recom-
mended an even larger police force
for a town of Brandon’s size.

Board member Heather Nelson
suggested that the “level of service”
could perhaps be determined by
voters, if options were given on the
ballot for different levels of service
with their attendant costs.

The discussion of the Police
Department took up all but 15
minutes of the allotted two hours,
leaving little time for Town Clerk
and Treasurer Sue Gage to speak
about the needs of her department.
But she did state that she’d like to
see a S-year capital plan and even
a S-year budget, as opposed to the
year-by-year approach currently
taken by the town.

The next budget meeting will be
held on Monday, September 30 at
7 p.m. at the Brandon Town Hall.
Topics will include the Highway
Department, the town manager, and
community development.

The Reporter, September 18, 2024 — Page 19

Archery deer season

(Continued from Page 4)
more antler points one inch in
length or longer.

Hunters must have a stan-
dard hunting license in order
to purchase an add-on archery
deer hunting license, except
that nonresidents may purchase
an “archery only deer license”
costing $75. Licenses may be
quickly and easily purchased
on Fish and Wildlife’s website
(www.vtfishandwildlife.com).

Hunters planning a Vermont
archery deer hunting trip will
find it helpful to download a

copy of the 2023 Deer Harvest
Report from Fish and Wild-
life’s website with this link:
https://tinyurl.com/2vmdt9jt.
It has the number of deer taken
in each town in last year’s deer
hunting seasons.

For more information and a
summary of regulations, down-
load the 2024 Deer Seasons
Guide from Vermont Fish and
Wildlife’s website, or pick up
a free copy of the 2024 Hunt-
ing & Trapping Guide from any
license agent or highway rest
area.

SUBMIT YOUR BIRTH, ANNIVERSARY,

OR WEDDING ANNOUNCEMENTS

Restaurant
guide

From Provence to You
De la Provence a Vous

Wednesday — Saturday:  Want a reservation? Please
11:30 a.m.=9 p.m.

Sunday: 10 a.m. - 9 p.m.
11 Center Street, Brandon, VT

book through the website
bttps:/Jcafeprovencevt.com
orcall (802) 247-9997

Full Menu 7 days a week
Eat In or Take Out

Available for Parties E

25 North Street, Proctor = 802-459-3320

p Prime Rib Every
Friday & Saturday
from 4-9 p.m.

Ad design included in pricing
Call 802 236-4662, or email george@bran-
donreporter.com for more information
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GARDENING CORNER

"SUMMER ENDS WITH the equinox. Here are summer’s last blooms.
As you can see, most of them are brightly colored zinnias, sunflow-
ers, and other annuals that just bloom and bloom and bloom as
long as they are watered and fed small amounts of fertilizer. We are
so lucky to have such dedicated gardeners in Brandon!”

Text and photos by Lyn Desmarais
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Business

& Service
Directory

Ad design included in price.

Accounting

LAURIE L. BERTRAND
Certified Public Accountant

Bookkeeping & Payroll Services
Individual & Corporate Tax Preparation

Experience You Can Count On /

4 Carver Street, Brandon * By Appt. Only /
465-8362 « fax 465-8438

Accounting

Sharon L. Stearns, CPA, PLLC
Accounting, Tax & Consulting Services
Tax Planning

& Tax Return
Preparation

Bookkeeping
Small Business | Accounting
& Non Profits | Quickbooks
P. O. Box 22, 900 Pearl Street, Brandon, VT 05733
sharon@stearnscpa.com ® www.stearnscpa.com

(802) 247-8300 * By Appt. Only

Individuals,

Auto Body Shop

Auto Repair

Certified Collision Experts

I-m All Makes and Models
!

Working with all
Certified Technicians Insurance companies
(802) 388-9961

Mon-Fri 8am-5pm
2196 Rt 7 South,
Middlebury
stonecdjr.com

Hometown Service from
*h. Your Hometown Dealers!

:f -
"’ Factory-Trained Technicians
k¥ Servicing all makes and models

G Stone Motors Stone
36 Boardman St,, Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram
Middlebury 2149Rt7So., Middlebury
(802) 388-6718 (802) 388-9961
gstonemotors.com stonecdjr.com

Auto Sales and Leasing

G STONE MOTORS, INC.

NEW AND USED CARS AND TRUCKS

Devin Bradford

Sales & Leasing Consultant
We will take anything in trade!

Bus: 802-388-6718

Fax: 802-388-6891

Cell: 802-349-5557
Devin@gstonemotors.com
www.gstonemotors.com

36 BOARDMAN ST | P.O. Box 527 MIDDLEBURY, VT 05753

Hair Salon

Excavating

\

~2/

~ HAIR STYLING

/;) \ Cuts « Colors
- // \ >~ Wash & Sets « Perms
/ Men « Women ¢ Children
Acceptmg New Clients s Walk-Ins Welcome
Wednesday-Saturday e Evenings by appointment

3 Franklin St. | Brandon, VT | 802-247-6829

1963 —— Celebrating 60 Years —— 2023

arkowshi
Excavating, Inc.

RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL « INDUSTRIAL
Dozers. Excavators. Heavy Hauling.
Top Soil. Gravel. Sand.

P.O. Box 69 Florence, VT 05744
Phone: (802) 483-6469 Fax: (802) 483-6978

« Weekly and bi- weekIY pickup
of Garbage and Recycling

+ Residential and Commercial Dumpsters

- Containers available for Cleanouts,
Construction waste and all other needs

64 Paintworks Rd. | Brandon | 802-247-8340

Massage

82 il /é/\%

MASSAGE THER
Cea Y 2

Certified Massage Therapist Since 1993
Therapeutic Massage: Swedish/Esalen

~\ Soft Tissue Release ® Cupping * S
VT Registered
(802) 247-8106

Residential Care Homes

Wﬁ[mﬁ@[m o Home Cooked Meals

Residential Care Home ISl

Level Il « ERC Care « State Licensed [INROVARUIALA!

« Exceptional Staff

o Medication
Management

o Daily Activities

« Transportation &
Hospice Care Provided

« 24 Hour Personal Care

Keep Your Loved Ones Close to Home

Please call for info 802-247-5987
3 Union Street
and 360 New Road
Brandon, VT

Owners, Mary and Mike Jensen

Restoration

Disaster Recovery, Inc.

24/7 Emergency Services Covering Vermont
www.DisasterRecoverylnc.com

« Water Damage Drying/Clean Up

» Mold Remediation

« Carpet Cleaning & Deodorization
« Smoke and Sewage Cleaning
Service

877-765-6340

Fully insured & certified

Storage Containers

STORAGE CONTAINERS
Rentals & Sales

Delivered To Your Location

Safe & Secure - Water Tight

Great for Seasonal Storage,

Renovation Projects
or Job Sites
" l.._].-"llqll':-n*:r

e

Welding

TICIARS

Welding, LLC
Tom Bouchard
131 Leicester-Whiting RD Whiting, VT 05778
Phone# 802 989-1271
Email: tomsweldingllc@gmail.com

Call The Reporter today at
802-247-8080
or email
ads@brandonreporter.com




Classifieds

FOR SALE SERVICES

BATTERY OPERATED WEED — wacker, $60. Electric
hedge trimmer, $40. Skill saw, $40. Two electric drills, $10

each. All items OBO. 802-247-0170.

OIL UNDERCOATING SERVICE - Protect Your Vehicle
From Salt & Brine. Call 802-417-8877 to schedule now.OIL

UNDERCOATING SERVICE - Protect Your Vehicle From

Salt & Brine. Call 802-417-8877 to schedule now.

Rob Roper

(Continued from Page 5)

The Global Warming Solutions
Act was passed in 2020 “over
Governor Scott’s veto without
knowing how it was going to
be paid for, how it was going to
work, or if it was even feasible.”
The Act requires Vermont to re-
duce greenhouse gas pollution to
26% below 2005 levels by 2025.
Emissions would need to be 40%
below 1990 levels by 2030 and
80% below by 2050. (Source: cli-
matechange.vermont.gov) “If we
don’t meet these mandates, says
the Global Warming Solutions
Act, anybody has standing to sue
the state of Vermont, which is us,
the taxpayers.”

The Conservation Law founda-
tion has already announced that
they are going to sue the state
now.

“Not only do we have to pay to
defend a suit— from anybody, we
are also going to have to pay their
fees when we lose— and we are
going to lose these suits. Because
the goals set forth with the Global
Warming Solutions Act are im-
possible for us to meet as a state.”
What is not in the Global Warm-
ing Solutions Act, Rob says, is a
way to actually do it. About 40%
of Vermont’s greenhouse gases
come from heating our homes.
This is called the Thermal Sector,
which includes heating water and
cooking.

“They devised this system
called the Clean Heat Standard
which basically is a carbon tax
on a ton of greenhouse gas emis-
sions.” The way they’ve struc-
tured it is if someone wants to sell
you propane, for instance, “they
have to buy a carbon credit from
somebody somewhere— probably
a default delivery agent who has
yet to be determined. But it’s go-
ing to be Efficiency Vermont. The
credit functions essentially as an
excise tax. We have a 2-cent ex-
cise tax on fuel already. It raises
about five million dollars a year.
There is no difference structur-
ally by paying somebody a car-
bon credit to sell your product or
paying a tax to sell your product.
Where it differs from paying a tax
is that it is so convoluted in how
it works because the seller has to
figure out how many tons of car-

bon is emitted from the product
sold, which depends upon wheth-
er it is used for heating, cooking,
or for a generator.”

They still haven’t determined
who owns these carbon credits.

“Generating them is almost like
Bitcoin. We’re almost creating a
cryptocurrency with these clean
heat credits.” There are eleven or
twelve categories of things you
can do that theoretically remove
a ton of carbon from the atmo-
sphere to claim a credit, like in-
sulating or installing a heat pump.

“In order to meet the thermal
requirements by 2030, we have to
install 122,000 heat pumps and a
similar number of heat pump wa-
ter heaters and we have to switch
twelve to thirteen thousand
households to biofuels.” Mobile
homes can’t have heat pumps.
“They don’t work.” Nor do they
work in older homes with smaller
rooms instead of an open floor
plan. Additionally, there is not
enough labor to do the work by
the deadline. There are currently
about 700 people in the state of
Vermont who are licensed and ca-
pable to do the work while more
like five or six thousand are need-
ed in order to complete it on time.

“Each one of these actions is
like mining for Bitcoins. It has to
be verified by somebody that it
took place. It has to be quantified
over the life of the machine in
the home it is installed in, which
varies by home size and level of
insulation. This is going to be
hugely bureaucratically compli-
cated and expensive to do.”

Then Roper went on to share
that (retiring) Windsor County
Senator, Dick McCormack, who
sits on the Natural Resource and
Energy Committee one day in
committee said, “I do not under-
stand how this thing works. To
me it looks like a Rube Goldberg
carbon tax.”

“It is a complicated mechanism
of implementing a carbon tax on
home heating fuel,” Roper con-
firmed. The estimates just came
out from a group called NVS5,
paid for through the Department
of Public Service. It is going to
cost somewhere between $1.79 to
$4 a gallon extra on home heating
oil or kerosene and somewhere

between 95 cents to $2.12 a gal-
lon extra on propane. The antici-
pated cost is $3,000 extra every
year to heat Vermont homes.

“It’s just not practical,” Roper
stated. The administration of all
of this is expected to cost Ver-
mont tax payers $40 million
a year. “Not to give them any
ideas,” Roper said, “but if they
just raised the 2-cent excise tax
on home heating fuel there would
be no added bureaucratic cost to
this. They’re charging you $40
million extra every year to create
a program so they don’t have to
call it a tax when they run for re-
election this November.”

All of this does not account for
any sort of social safety net pro-
gram for low-income Vermont-
ers.

The legislature is going to vote
on this in January. “The makeup
of the legislature is crucial as to
whether this thing gets imple-
mented or gets put on moth balls
until the Act can be repealed.”
In 2022, the current legislature
passed it. The governor vetoed it.
They tried to override the gover-
nor’s veto and missed by one vote.
In 2023, the legislature passed it.
The governor vetoed it and they
overrode his veto this time. “If
you send the same crowd back
to Montpelier and think that they
are going to all of the sudden say
‘NO, we’re not going to do this,’
you’ve got another thing coming.
That’s the crucial vote. That’s
why voters need to understand
what this is before September 23
when the ballots get mailed out.”
To see the details of the Clean
Heat Standard and who voted for
it, please search the following:
Bill Status S.5 (Act 18) (vermont.
gov).

“This is just the thermal sec-
tor, which is only about 40%. The
other big chunk is transportation.
We will see something similar
for gasoline and diesel by 2030,”
Roper predicted.

To view Rob Roper’s full pre-
sentation at the Brandon Town
Hall, search the following: FY-
IVT Rob Roper Clean Heat Stan-
dard Property Taxes VT (you-
tube.com).
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PUBLIC NOTICE

DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD
AGENDA
Wednesday, October 2, 2024

The Brandon Development Review Board (DRB) will hold its regular
meeting, including any properly noticed public hearings, on Wednesday,
October 2, 2024, beginning at 7PM, at the Brandon Town Hall, 1 Conant
Square, Brandon, Vermont. The board expects to consider the following
agenda. The public may participate in-person, by Zoom, or by telephone.
Advance testimony for consideration of the board may be submitted in writing
to Larry Stevens, Brandon Zoning Administrator, at zoning@townofbran-
don.com by 4PM on the day of the hearing.

3 Public Hearing(s)

Participants must take an oath or make an affirmation administered by the
DRB chair. Testimony and comments on hearing matters must be made
while the hearing is open.

a Application #6341
Applicant  Yossi Schorr, dba YHS Group LLC
Parcel ID  9999-0010
Location 291 Jones Drive
Review Local Act 250 (sections 6, 7 and 10) review
Proposal  Convert Building “J”, previously a dormitory,
to 22 residential units
b Application #6350
Applicant  Arthur Mitchell
Parcel ID ~ 0118-0238
Location 238 Stearns Rd
Review Setback Waiver
Proposal  Construction of 20’ x 20’ x 16’ Pole Barn

Zoom Meeting ID 840 9456 4293
Zoom Link https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84094564293 Dial-in only
(929) 205-6099; Enter Meeting ID 840 9456 4293 #; # again

Gagnon

Lumber

Native
‘. - Vermont Lumber

Bark Mulch - Delivery Available

Hemlock Framing Stock ¢ Pine Shiplap Siding
Pine Tongue & Groove * Custom Cut Timbers

89 Stevens Road Pittsford, VT | 802-483-6550
Mon-Fri: 7aM-4pM & Sat: 8AM-12PM | www.gagnonlumber.com

Educated, Experienced,
Fully Insured Professionals

Tree Removals « Pruning « Planting « Stumps
Timber Harvesting » Land Clearing « Firewod
Serving the area since 1999
Thad Poremski (802) 345-2815
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Never Forget

A SOLEMN CEREMONY was held at 9 a.m. on Wednesday, September 11 at
the Brandon Police Department to honor those lost in the attacks of Septem-
ber 11, 2001. Members of Brandon American Legion Post #55, the Brandon
Police Department, and Ray Jobst, the sculptor of the 9/11 memorial, were on
hand to speak words and prayers of remembrance.

G Stone Motors says Thank You!

. 382 " ) . And congrats to our other prize winners:

.. Becky Congdon, Bre Cyr, Maloney Gee,
Thanks to everyone who came | Alice George, Peter Guendel, Donald Hayes,

Matt Kohl, Hailey Sayles

out to celebrate G. Stone
Motors' 50* anniversary
on Saturday Sept. 14th, and
congratulations to Jack Helm,
the winner of a 2-year lease
on a 2024 Ford Bronco!

_H Sy 36 Boardman St.,
802-388-6718 Things came full circle as Jack had his 1924 Ford
gstonemotors.com on display at the event and left with a 2024 Ford as well!




