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STILL REMEMBERED
Local historian Kenneth McFar-
land traces the history of one of
Brandon’s fallen Civil War sol-
diers: John Plude.
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NOT SNOWY, BUT STILL FUN
Winners of the Brandon Cham-
ber/Rec Dept’s Xmas decorating
contest!
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SERVICES LACKING
A student’s death raises ques-
tions about health support ser-
vices at Middlebury College.
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A LIFE OF SERVICE
Father Moe celebrates 25 years
in the priesthood.
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LOCAL LORE

Learn the story of the scallop
truck that was stolen in RI and
buried in Goshen.
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Winter Wonderland

THE LAWN BEHIND Brandon Inn was all decked out in its holiday best by the Brandon
Rec Dept on Saturday, December 23. Young and old came from near and far to stroll

through the display, which included a Snoopy on a chopper.
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As ESSER funding ends, OVUU Board
discusses budget and Pre-K funding

BY STEVEN JUPITER

BRANDON—The Otter Valley Unified Union
(OVUU) School Board convened for its regular
meeting on Tuesday, December 19 at the Neshobe
School.

The Board spent time reviewing the second
draft of its proposed budget, which will be put
before district voters in March. As it now stands,
the proposed budget contemplates a 16% increase
over the current budget, coming in at $27,234,000.
This is not a final budget and does not necessarily
represent the figure that the Board will propose to
voters in March.

Much of the increase is due to the expiration
of ESSER (Elementary and Secondary School
Emergency Relief) funding that was provided
by the federal government during COVID to
help schools weather the pandemic. Now that the
funding is reaching its end, schools have to de-
cide which ESSER-funded resources to retain and
which to eliminate.

Additionally, some positions that were fund-
ed by the OVUU budget will be shifted to the
Rutland Northeast Supervisory Union (RNESU)
budget in order to keep the OVUU budget within

the “guardrail” that caps property tax increases at
5%. The current proposal is $215 per student over
that limit, which means that the 5% increase cap
would not apply for the next 4 years. The current
tax rate is $1.21. With a 5% increase, it would rise
to $1.27. Without the 5% protective cap, it would
likely rise to $1.36.

The currently proposed shifts from OVUU to
RNESU represents $898,000 in the total budget.
At the elementary level, those shifts represent
$589,000. At the secondary level, they represent
$309,000.

Some positions have been eliminated entirely,
including a paraeducator at Neshobe and the dean
of students at OV.

The proposed RNESU budget envisions an
increase of 11.85%, which will become an as-
sessment to both OV and Barstow. The District
decided against hiring a School Resource Officer
at this time for budgetary reasons.

The next version of the proposed OVUU bud-
get will be presented at one of the Board’s Janu-
ary meetings.

The Board also discussed student councils

(See OVUU, Page 23)
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Life after OV:
Tanner Romano,
class of 2000,
builds big at
Naylor & Breen

BY STEVEN JUPITER

BRANDON—Naylor & Breen (NB)
is one of the largest and most successful
firms of its kind in Vermont. Since 1978,
when the company was founded by Rob
Naylor and Peter Breen, NB has been in-
volved in major residential and business
construction throughout New England. NB
has constructed dorms for Middlebury Col-
lege, multimillion-dollar homes, and event
spaces for landmarks like Hildene in Man-
chester, for example. The firm is currently
overseeing the renovation of the Brandon
Library.

By 2016, the company was seeing more
than $40 million in annual revenues. A suc-
cess by any measure, the triumph is even
sweeter as a local company founded by lo-
cals and now run by Tanner Romano, an
Otter Valley grad who worked his way up
from carpenter to owner.

Romano grew up in the profession.

“My father was a residential builder in
Brandon,” Mr. Romano said at NB’s yel-
low-painted offices overlooking Route 7
just south of Brandon village. “I grew up
in Brandon and the surrounding towns.
My dad would buy and renovate houses all
around the area. We lived in a lot of them,
t00.”

“Dad brought us to work sites when we
were very young. I worked with him in
high school,” Romano recalled.

(See Tanner Romano, Page 23)

TANNER ROMANO
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TRACING THE PAST: THE STORY OF JOHN PLUDE OF BRANDON

BY KENNETH MCFARLAND

The short name “John Plude” on
Brandon’s Civil War monument be-
lies a long, fascinating, and sad story
of a Vermonter who, like many oth-
ers, went to war and never returned.
It’s also a tale of those who came
back forever scarred physically and
emotionally. In addition, John Plude
was one of many thousands of im-
migrant Union soldiers. In this case,
he came to Vermont from Quebec,
born there Antoine Napolian Plude
in January 1823. (The earlier spell-
ing of the name was Plourde.) In
July 1841, Plude married Quebec
native Louisa LaClair King, born in
1827. Wed in Brandon, the couple
began their family with sons Jen-
nis and Lewis, born in 1845 and
1849, respectively. Census records
show John’s occupation as “labor-
er,” while Lewis was a carpenter,
and army records show Jennis as a
“farmer.”

Life changing moments first for
the father and later the two sons
came when the three joined the 2nd
Battery, Vermont Light Artillery, a
Brandon unit mustered in originally
in December 1861. John served lon-
gest and saw the most action, join-
ing the battery in January 1862. It
was only in November 1863 that
Jennis and Lewis enlisted. Mean-
time, Louisa was left with six more
children.

The 2nd shipped out from Mas-
sachusetts to the Gulf Coast in
February 1862. Soon they were in-
volved in numerous operations, be-
ing the first Federal artillery troops
to enter New Orleans. The battery
would then spend the remainder of

JOHN PLUDE’S NAME is memorialized on the Civil War monu-

the war primarily around Port Hud-
son, Louisiana.

The lifting and jostling of artil-
lery service were demanding for
privates like John Plude, especially
one nearing forty whose previous
life surely involved hard physical
work. Soldiering took such a toll
that Plude spent weeks in the fall of
1862 hospitalized in New Orleans
suffering “lumbago,” an early term
for low back pain. As well, lumbago
was then associated with rheuma-
tism and linked to cold and damp
conditions, typical of army camps.

A fate worse than hard duty, how-
ever, befell John Plude. Following
a Union defeat at Jackson, Louisi-
ana on August 3, 1863, Plude was
captured by Confederate cavalry.
Like thousands of fellow soldiers,
he ultimately found himself at An-
dersonville prison camp in Georgia.
And as with thousands of comrades,
he did not survive confinement in
this the most notorious of all Civil
War POW camps. The subject of
a Pulitzer Prize-winning novel by
MacKinlay Kantor, Andersonville
(aka Camp Sumter) was crowded to
300% over capacity, lacking proper
food and medicines, and character-
ized by unimaginably poor sanita-
tion. Survivors described the camp
as a place of filth beyond belief,
with prisoners continually plagued
by lice and various diseases.

In total, nearly 13,000 Anderson-
ville prisoners died, chiefly from di-
arrhea, dysentery, scurvy, and gan-
grene. Amazingly excellent records
identified most of the deceased,
however, and they are now neatly
buried in marked graves. And there

- Ao

ment in Brandon, which was erected in 1888 in honor of Bran-

don'’s fallen soliders.

Photo by Ken McFarland

A LIGHT ARTILLERY battery similar to the one that John Plude of Brandon served in during the Civil
War. Plude died in a Confederate POW camp in 1864, having been captured in Louisiana in 1863.

lies John Plude, who passed on July
11, 1864, owing to “rheumatism,”
a determination quite different
from the more common disorders.
Whether this related to his earlier
lumbago diagnosis, with Plude be-
ing totally disabled by back issues,
is a question that must remain un-
answered.

John Plude would never have
seen his sons, given his capture in
August 1863 and their 2nd Vermont
enlistment in November. Both vol-
unteered for three years, Jennis be-
ing the legal enlistment age of eigh-

teen, while the younger Lewis must
have misstated his age by three or
four years Their exact arrival time
in Louisiana is not clear. Like his
father, however, Jennis was plagued
by physical ailments beginning
with “Rubeola” (measles) leading
to a Brattleboro army hospital stay
from January 26 until February 16,
1864. Fortunately, Jennis did not
join the over four thousand soldiers
who died of measles during the war,
though it can be wondered if after-
effects lingered. Surely, however,
the hard conditions of artillery ser-

Photo provided.

vice echoed his father’s. Jennis was
ultimately “mustered out” in June
1865 after nearly three-months at
the Baton Rouge army hospital be-
cause of “inflammation of the knee
joint.”

Though apparently healthy,
Lewis Plude also had a sad story.
It’s a tale recounted in court martial
records from July 1864, as young
Plude was charged with stealing a
sergeant’s “pocketbook” containing
approximately $70, a hefty amount
in the 1860s. In brief, the pocket-

(See Tracing the past, Page 6)

ANDERSONVILLE NATIONAL CEMETERY in Georgia, the resting place of 13,000 Union soldiers,
including John Plude.

Photo provided
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Brandon Chrisomas decoration
contest winnersqﬁzgqﬁt up winter m;gmts

Spotlight On Business
NANCY LEARY DESIGN LLC

LY . fi

WINNERS OF THE Chamber/Rec Dept Xmas Decoration contest, clockwise from top left: The De-
paties of Carver Street for the best “Griswold” festive decorations; the Quigley residence of Park
Street Extension for the classiest decorations; Ace Hardware on Grove Street for best commercial
decorations; and the Brandon Fire Department for best Civic Building. The winners will receive
subscriptions to The Reporter. Congrats, all!

@

of

Nancy Leary Design LLC has
been designing new homes,
additions & renovations to
existing and interior design
around New England in her
downtown Brandon Office since
1997. Nancy works with clients to
establish a program for their
project which leads to schematic
designs, construction documents
and construction visits. Nancy
Leary Design also does business

as The Home Shop, located in
the Conant Block above the
Bakery, which is a retail shop
selling rugs, cabinet hardware,
light fixtures, and other “jewelry”
for the home.

NEW ENGLAND
WOODCRAFT

New England Woodcraft is
always looking for new talent
willing to learn new skills and bring
the organization forward for
generations to come!

Interested in building and growing
your career?

Call (802-247-8211),
email (tray@newoodcraft.com)
or stop by to see what
opportunities we have for youl!
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BRANDON REPORTER

Editorial

Ayear in, The Reporter needs
support from the community

In our last issue of 2023, which
marked our one-year anniversary
as an independent nonprofit, we ran
an ad that got a good bit of atten-
tion, at least as far as I can tell by the
number of comments I’ve received
about it around town. In the ad, we
let it be known that we’re looking
for writers and editors to take on
some of the responsibilities of put-
ting the paper together. It’s been an
exhilarating and exhausting year,
but the team needs to expand in
order to keep this endeavor going.
We’d like to explain.

When George Fjeld, Barbara
Ebling, and I took this project on
over a year ago, it was with the
intention of creating a community-
supported newspaper that reflected
the breadth and depth of the com-
munities we serve. There was a
very real possibility at the time that
if someone didn’t step up and as-
sume responsibility for the paper, it
would disappear. We believed then,
as we do now, that the paper is too
valuable a resource to let slip away.
We believe that the paper is a cru-
cial element in maintaining a sense
of community cohesion. Without it,
it would be very easy for the vari-
ous segments of our communities to
drift apart.

We didn’t jump into this blindly.
But we’ve found over the past year
that relying on a team of essentially
three people (myself, Mr. Fjeld, and
Sepi Alavi, our graphic designer) is
not a sustainable business model,
for several reasons.

First, if any one of us were to be-
come unavailable, the paper would
cease to function. We sometimes
joke that if any one of us were hit
by a car, the paper would fold. We
made it through the first year with-
out missing an issue, but there were
some close calls and we did have

to delay publication by a day once
or twice because of challenges that
popped up unexpectedly. It doesn’t
make sense in the long run to rely
entirely on just the three of us to put
the paper out every week. We need
a bigger team in order to provide the
necessary redundancies.

Second, it’s often impossible for
us to cover all the meetings and
events that should be covered. We
can’t be everywhere we’d like to
be, and we often have to make deci-
sions about what to cover based on
whether we can get to the event. On
occasion we’ve had to miss events
and meetings that we’d like to have
covered. Though we do often get
material from outside contribu-
tors—and are very appreciative—
we need a bigger team in order to
provide adequate coverage of the
towns we serve. We need writers
who are willing to attend Select-
board and other municipal meet-
ings in addition to the more excit-
ing stuff. Folks rely on us to keep
abreast of what’s going on in our
towns and we’d like to be able to
provide that service reliably.

Third, it’s not wise for the bulk of
our content to be produced by just
one or two people. We try to provide
quality material every week, but the
demands of the schedule sometimes
don’t allow us to spend the time
we’d like on every story. And it’s
probably healthier to have a wider
range of voices in the paper. As
much as I enjoy writing, I never in-
tended the paper to become primar-
ily a showcase for my own work.

And, lastly, Mr. Fjeld and I can-
not perform these services indefi-
nitely, especially since neither of us
is receiving any compensation (nor
is either of us seeking any). We took
on this responsibility because we

(See Community support, Page 6)
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A farewell to rodents
THIS PEREGRINE FALCON has had a recent meal. Note the blood on its talon.
Photo by Sue Wetmore

Community Forums

Open enrollment period for Vermont
Health Connect ends January 15

The Open Enrollment period
for Vermont’s health insurance
marketplace, known as Vermont
Health Connect, is ending soon,
but there is still time for eligible
Vermonters to enroll or make
changes to their plan. January
15 is the last day to enroll for
qualified health plan coverage
in 2024. Any eligible Vermonter
can enroll via Vermont Health
Connect by January 15 for cov-
erage starting February 1.

This year, the Department of
Vermont Health Access is ex-
cited to announce that online
self-service is available through
the end of Open Enrollment!
In most cases, Vermonters can
complete the application — from
start to finish — online at www.
VermontHealthConnect.gov.
Additionally, any customer cur-
rently enrolled in a qualified
health plan can change their
plan during this time. The Plan
Comparison Tool is a resource
available to Vermonters to help
select the right plan for their

needs.

Vermonters can save money
on the amount they pay for
plans, called premiums, if they
qualify and sign up on the health
insurance marketplace. Over
90% of people who are enrolled
through Vermont Health Con-
nect qualify for financial help.
Thousands of Vermonters now
pay less than $25 a month for
coverage through the market-
place.

Customers eligible for finan-
cial help can apply the savings
to the plan of their choice. It's
important that customers shop to
see which plan is best for them.
All qualified health plans avail-
able include the same essential
health benefits. For Vermonters
who have recently transitioned
off Medicaid or other health
coverage, these qualified health
plans provide a way to regain
or maintain continuous health
insurance coverage at a low
cost. If eligible for Marketplace
subsidies, people who no longer

have Medicaid coverage may
find health plans that, like Med-
icaid, have zero (or near-zero)
monthly premiums.

“We're proud of the work the
Department has done during
this time to help Vermonters ac-
cess coverage for 2024. It’s an
especially important year with
the restart of Medicaid renew-
als resulting in loss of coverage
for some. We’re encouraging
all uninsured Vermonters to ex-
plore plan options and enroll in
coverage before the January 15
deadline.” said Addie Strumolo,
Acting Commissioner of the De-
partment of Vermont Health Ac-
cess, which operates Vermont’s
health insurance marketplace.

January 15, 2024 will be the
final day of the Open Enroll-
ment period. While January 15
is a holiday, Vermonters can
still make plan selections or
edits online that day via www.
VermontHealthConnect.gov.
Once Open Enrollment is over,

(See VT Health Connect, Page 7)



BY AUDITI GUHA/
VTDIGGER

Megan Sorensen sleeps with her
daughter’s ashes so that she can be
close to her at the end and the start
of each day.

Three months after 20-year-old
student Evelyn Mae Sorensen died
from an accidental overdose on the
Middlebury College campus, her
mother is still seeking answers. Me-
gan Sorensen has become increas-
ingly frustrated with the response of
college administrators and alleges
that the school failed to support
her daughter, a transgender woman
who struggled with mental illness
and substance use.

Faculty members and friends of
Evelyn have also been demanding
answers from college officials. In
a letter to the administration weeks
after Evelyn’s death, 11 faculty
members asked a series of pointed
questions — about the circumstanc-
es of the third-year student’s death
and the state of on-campus support
services for mental health and sub-
stance use disorders, especially for
marginalized groups such as LG-
BTQ+ people. Through a protest
and social media posts, students
have also been calling on the col-
lege to do more.

Middlebury spokespeople de-
clined to discuss details of Evelyn’s
case, citing privacy laws, and did
not respond to repeated requests for
interviews with college leaders. But
they have disputed allegations that
the school doesn’t provide enough
support to students.

As she grieves at home in Ore-
gon, Megan Sorensen has grappled
with regret. She said she wishes her
daughter had pursued higher educa-
tion elsewhere — somewhere less
elite and closer to home.

“You don’t expect to send your
kid to college to come home in a
coffin,” Sorensen said, through
tears, during an interview with
VTDigger earlier this month. “You
expect (school officials) to be sup-
portive if they are depressed. You
expect them to be supportive if
there is drug involvement. You ex-
pect that the college is going to take
care of them.”

A DIFFICULT SUMMER

Sorensen and other people close
to Evelyn described her as a bright,
caring student who was active in
the mountaineering, bicycling and
queer communities on campus. She
enjoyed photography, nature and
working at local cafes.

The summer, her mother said,
was full of opportunity — but also
significant challenges. Evelyn was
earning straight A’s in her pursuit
of a double major in geology and
gender, sexuality, and feminist stud-
ies. She was also looking forward

to working as a research assistant
in earth and climate sciences, col-
laborating on projects with NASA’s
Goddard Space Flight Center. And
as a person who struggled with
mental health issues and substance
use disorder, Evelyn had achieved
“an extended period of sobriety,”
Sorensen said.

But Evelyn was also “struggling
with the possibility of relapse,” her
mother said, as is common among
people in recovery, and had been
“open to her providers at the college
about her use.” She was working to
stay healthy through an opioid treat-
ment program, a local addiction
support group and services through
the college’s Disability Resource
Center, Sorensen said. She said
Evelyn disclosed to her medical
providers on campus that she was
“looking at ordering a package of
fentanyl.”

According to Sorensen, Evelyn
told her mother she bought the fen-
tanyl, having it delivered to herself
on campus sometime in late May,
but threw it away without using
it because she was on suboxone,
which is used to treat opioid depen-
dence.

In messages Evelyn sent her
mother and a faculty advisor, Ev-
elyn said that Derek Doucet, the
associate vice president and dean
of students, showed up at her sum-
mer dorm room days later, early in
the morning of May 30. She said in
the messages that Doucet gave her a
short period to pack up and vacate
her room and handed her a plane
ticket to fly home to Oregon later in
the day.

In an email sent to a professor,
Lizz Ultee, on May 30, Evelyn
wrote, “I am so sorry but I'm not
going to make our 1lam meeting
and don’t even know if I will con-
tinue with the plans of having me as
a research assistant. Derek Doucet
told me this morning at 8:30am that
I am being kicked off of campus
effective at 1pm today so I need
to pack and get on a flight back to
Oregon. I don’t know if I could still
continue my research remotely and
would be incredibly thankful if I
could.”

Ultee, an assistant professor in
earth and climate sciences who had
hired Evelyn for the summer, said in
an interview that Evelyn told her the
school wanted to put her on a forced
medical leave of absence because of
“a substance use disorder for which
she was already in treatment, with
a program overseen by a medical
doctor.” According to Ultee, Evelyn
“said that the dean of students did
not understand medication-assisted
treatment and wanted her to go to
inpatient rehab.”

Ultee emailed Doucet the same

day and Doucet confirmed to her
via email that Evelyn had been re-
quired to depart campus but had
access to telemedicine services.
He said he could not share more
because of “significant privacy con-
siderations.”

Evelyn chose to stay in Vermont
because, she said in texts to So-
rensen, her health care team thought
it would be the most stable option,
given that she was on medication-
assisted treatment for substance use.

Despite a severe shortage of op-
tions, Evelyn found temporary
housing at a Middlebury homeless
shelter. There, she told friends and
family, other residents, mostly older
men, encouraged her to take drugs.

Evelyn appealed Doucet’s deci-
sion, according to Sorensen and
faculty. Emails shared by Sorensen
show at least two concerned faculty
members agreed that the college
had put her in “grave danger” dur-
ing a housing crisis in Vermont with
very few emergency beds available.

“I honestly feel like we’re fight-
ing for her life,” Sorensen wrote in
a June § email in response to the
faculty. “(Homelessness) is a death
sentence either by drugs or suicide.
Coming home is better than that,
but it would just be prolonging the
struggle, and there would be great
doubts of whether she would ever
return to Middlebury. The college
holds her life and future literally in
their hands.”

Evelyn sent her mother a series
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A student’s death sparks questions about
support services at Middlebury College

of texts outlining her condition dur-
ing that time. One, sent from the
homeless shelter in June, reads: “I
haven’t slept a whole night since
Derek kicked me out. I'm sick,
weak, lost so much weight my ribs
are showing. My mental health is
the worst it’s ever been.”

“Every day I get more depressed
and closer to wanting to die,” Ev-
elyn wrote in another text to her
mother on June 11.

Following the appeal, Evelyn
was allowed back into a dorm room

on June 16, according to Ultee.
Even as she struggled, Evelyn
was open about mental health and
substance use challenges evidently
related to depression, anxiety and
other issues. In a July TikTok post,
she wrote, “Over 5 weeks without
f3nt, cOke, and x@ns,” referring
to fentanyl, cocaine and xanax. “I
know I have a long way to go and
everyday is difficult but I finally
feel like I have my life back.” The
post logged more than 800 likes and
(See Evelyn Sorensen, Page 18)
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Obituaries

Tammy Lynn Platt, 51, Brandon

Tammy  Lynn
Platt, age 5I,
passed away on
Saturday, Decem-
ber 30, 2023, at her
home in Brandon.
Tammy was born
in Middlebury on
June 1, 1972. She
was the daugh-
ter of Wayne and
Charlotte (Greeno)
Platt. She grew up
in Brandon, where
she received her
early education and
graduated from Otter Valley Union
High School. She afterwards at-
tended Champlain College and later
eared her Registered Nurse De-
gree from Castleton State College.
She began her working career as
an R.N. at Porter Nursing Home in
Middlebury and later worked at Al-
bany Medical in Albany, N.Y. She
continued in her career, as a travel-
ing nurse serving in several states.
She was forced to retire due to ill-
ness. She loved to play the piano,
enjoyed cooking, family gatherings,
and animals. She is survived by 4

Reap the rewardi
of membership forZ

ot $20 oday/

TAMMY LYNN PLATT

sisters: Judy Kil-

peck (Bob) of Bran-

don, Susan Reed

(David) of Wells,

Brenda Currie

(Jim) of Leicester,

and Pamela Bruce

of Brandon. Many
nieces, nephews,

& cousins also sur-

vive her. She was

predeceased by her
parents.
A gathering “In

Celebration of Her
Life” will take place
on January 13, 2024, from 11 AM
until 1 PM, at the Brandon Ameri-
can Legion.

A private graveside committal
service and burial will take place at
a later date in the family lot at East
Shoreham Cemetery.

Memorial gifts in lieu of flowers
may be made, in her memory to;
Rutland County Humane Society,
765 Stevens Road, Pittsford, VT
05763.

Arrangements are under the di-
rection of the Miller & Ketcham
Funeral Home in Brandon.
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Community support

(Continued from Page 4)
care deeply about our community,
but it’s not a project that we can sus-
tain by ourselves in the long run. We
need to train others to take over the
management of the paper so that its
survival isn’t completely dependent
upon us.

Over the course of the year, we
have taken on more and more of
the responsibilities that our former
parent company, the Addison Inde-
pendent, was providing for us. Do-
ing so has prompted us to hire an
assistant to help manage these new
tasks as well as alleviate some other
pressures. But we still need writers,
and we still need someone willing
to learn the editorial operations so
that I can begin to transition to a
more supervisory role rather than
the week-to-week management I've

been doing.

We also need an advertising man-
ager to help us grow our advertising
revenues in order to support a larger
team. It’s a position that requires
interpersonal and organizational
skills.

Although George and I have not
drawn salaries, we recognize that
this is not a possibility for the vast
majority of people who might be
interested. Our means are limited
but we do intend to make these paid
positions to the best of our ability.

We spent the first year getting
our sea legs and establishing good
will with our readers. We now need
to spend the next year making sure
that The Reporter can continue be-
yond the participation of its current
staff. If we re unable to build a long-
term team, we cannot guarantee the

Tracing the past

survival of the paper. We would not
have given so much of our time and
energy to this project if we had any
intention of shutting down, but the
reality is that we cannot support the
entire operation ourselves indefi-
nitely.

Anyone who is interested in ex-
ploring editorial/writing positions
should contact me at sjupiter@
brandonreporter.com. Anyone in-
terested in ad management or oper-
ations should contact George Fjeld
at george(@brandonreporter.com.

Anyone who’d like to talk about
other ways that they can support the
paper, whether through donations
or other services, should please feel
free to contact either of us as well.

The first year was, from our per-
spective, a great success. We hope
you’ve enjoyed The Reporter will
help us find a way to keep it going.

Thank you.

(Continued from Page 2)
book was found and returned con-
taining only $40. The court quickly
found Plude guilty. Attempting
redemption, he penned a letter
seeking forgiveness and promis-
ing repayment of stolen funds.
Despite heart-tugging references to
his “Poor Mother” who was suffer-
ing “trouble Enough,” Lewis was
drummed out of camp and given a
dishonorable discharge. In his de-
fense, Lewis Plude was then age
fifteen, still a boy in a very adult
world. For several years, moreover,
he had lacked a father’s guiding
hand.

Lewis’s welcome in Brandon
was surely cold...except maybe
in his large family’s arms. Rejoin-
ing the family too was Jennis, who
continued suffering painful effects
from service, the 1870 census list-
ing him as “lame.” Sadly, Jennis
was fated for a short life, succumb-
ing to an undefined “fever--sore” on
May 18, 1871. Adding to Louisa’s
woes, Lewis followed his brother in
death by less than a year, drowning
in January 1872.

Although we’ve looked chiefly

(802) 483-2811

3@ BARNARD FUNERAL HOME INC.

3186 U.S. Route 7 Pittsford - www.barnardfuneralhome.com

For five generations the Barnard family has assisted
families in Pittsford, Proctor, Chittenden and the
surrounding area getting through one of life’s most

difficult times.

Also operating the Birch Grove Crematory

Christopher Book/Director

8.
3
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JOHN PLUDE’S GRAVESTONE in Andersonville, Georgia.

at three soldiers, this story’s cen-
tral character is clearly wife and
mother Louisa. Even after her older
sons enlisted, she was still raising
six children...not easy, though she
received a pension after husband
John’s 1864 death. Yet, “soldier
on” she did, guiding her children
to adulthood, some remaining in
Vermont and others building lives
in Bridgeport, Connecticut. There
Louisa died on April 26, 1898, liv-
ing with family. Today, however,
a trip to St. Mary’s Cemetery in

Brandon is all that’s needed to visit
Louisa’s grave, where she rests qui-
etly with beloved sons Jennis and
Lewis.

(Many thanks to Stephen Bu-
novsky, a John and Louisa Plude
direct descendant, who inspired this
article during a recent Brandon visit
with his wife Elizabeth. A history
teacher in Connecticut, he and his
aunt Linda Kohler also provided
much of the source material needed
for the narrative.)
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The Governor’s Institutes of Vermont
welcomes Brandon’s Gary Marini as a new Trustee

The Governor’s Institutes
of Vermont (https://giv.org),
40-year-old nonprofit inspir-
ing high-school students to
envision meaningful careers
in topics from healthcare to
engineering to graphic design,
recently welcomed three new
trustees: Sue Bentlage, Gary
Marini, and Dan Mullen.

Bentlage, of Essex Junc-
tion, is currently a Senior Di-
rector at Marvell Technology
in Burlington. Prior to joining
Marvell, she held engineering
management positions at Glo-
balFoundries and IBM. Her
daughter was inspired from
her summer at the Governor’s
Institute on the Arts to explore
music, and now is a profession-
al, Grammy-nominated musi-
cian in part due to that experi-
ence.

VT Health
Connect

(Continued from Page 4)
customers can only change their
2024 plan if they qualify for a
Special Enrollment Period.

It's easy to sign up:

Create an account and apply.
Tell us about your household.
You will be screened to see if
you are eligible for subsidies to
help pay for a health plan.

The easy-to-use Plan Compar-
ison Tool for 2024 health plans
is designed to help you choose a
plan to best meets your financial
and medical needs.

Assisters are  professionals
who are trained and certified
by the Department of Vermont
Health Access to help Vermont-
ers enroll and maintain health
coverage. They can answer
questions and walk you through
an application. Assisters work
for various agencies in the com-
munity, such as hospitals, health
care providers, and community-
based organizations.

Learn how to calculate if em-
ployer-sponsored insurance is
affordable or if you can get fi-
nancial help through the market-
place with this online tool.

In order to assist as many
Vermonters as possible through
the end of Open Enrollment, the
Customer Support Center (1-
855-899-9600) will extend its
hours. In addition to normal op-
erating hours, the call center will
also be open on January 11 and
12 from 8:00AM — 6:00PM and
over the weekend on January 13
and 14, from 8:00AM — 12PM.

GARY MARINI

community.

DIGITAL DIRECTORY
MANAGEMENT

CONTACT US TODAY TO GET STARTED!

802-388-4944

digital@addisonindependent.com

INDEPENDENT
DIGITAL WFJ inge

DIGITAL DOESN'T HAVE T0 BE HARD

Here at the Addy Indy we have always seen it as our job to
help connect your business with its clients.

As times change and technology evolves, pairing
digital services with your print advertising campaigns
is the best way to quickly & efficiently connect with the

Independent Digital Marketing can help you
better reach our region with:

WEB DESIGN &
DEVELOPMENT

ORE

addisonindependent.com/independent-digital-marketing @ "

Marini, of Brandon, joined
New England Woodcraft in
2013 as the CFO and has been
President since 2017. He is a
Vermont CPA and brings over
35 years of financial and opera-
tional experience.

Mullen, of Richmond, works
as Corporate Counsel for Sci-
entific Certification Systems,
Inc. d/b/a SCS Global Services,
an environmental and sustain-
ability services company.

They join a thriving board
in overseeing this 40-year-old
nonprofit as it enters its fifth
decade.

GIV Institutes take place
on Vermont college campuses
and give attendees the oppor-
tunity to dive deep into a topic
of interest for an intensive 1-2
weeks. Each Institute is fo-
cused around a career-oriented

Est. 1958

topic including Arts, Engineer-
ing, Entrepreneurship, Envi-
ronmental Science & Technol-
ogy, Global Issues & Youth
Action, Health & Medicine,
Mathematical Sciences, and
Technology & Design.

The Governor’s Institutes of
Vermont is a 501(c)3 nonprofit
organization that welcomes
business sponsorships and in-
dividual donations to help fund
GIV’s efforts to deliver high-
quality programming to all
interested Vermont students,
regardless of their family’s fi-
nances. In 2023, nearly 80% of
students needed financial assis-
tance. If you are in a position to
give, please call 802-865-4448
or visit www.giv.org/support.

NESHOBE GOLF IS
CLOSED FOR

THE SEASON
Thank you for a wonderful 2023!
.

2 INDOOR SIMULATORS

AVAILABLE NOW

CALL: (802) 247-3611

LONG IRON RESTAURANT

Winter hours and weekly events
Wed, Thur, Fri 11:30-8

Sat 11-4

Sun 10-2 Brunch

Wednesday

Open for lunch + Wednesday Wing

night
Thursday

Open for lunch + Burger and Beer

night
Friday

Open for lunch + Friday Night Dinner

Saturday
Open for lunch

Sunday

Sunday Brunch from 10am to 3pm

Simulator hours:

Wed-Fri 10-8, Sat 10-4, Sun 10-2

Price

$34/hour except Wed-Fri 10-4 is $25/hr

https://neshobe.com - (802) 247-3611
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Legislative
Report

BY STEPHANIE JEROME

Looking forward to getting to work for Vermont

I am looking forward to
starting the second half of the
2023/24 biennium. This is my
third term in the legislature, rep-
resenting the wonderful town of
Brandon. In the legislature, I am
the vice-chair of the Committee
on Commerce and Economic
Development, a legislative mem-
ber of the University of Vermont
Board of Trustees, a member
of the Rural Caucus, Women’s
Caucus, and Climate Solutions
Caucus, among other responsi-
bilities. There are so many issues
to address that are important to
Brandon, Rutland County, and
Vermont - at the top of my list
are workforce, housing, climate
resiliency, and data privacy.

Workforce: T am proud of the
work that I have done to build
our workforce in Vermont. Last
session, we allocated $40 million
to enhance programs to increase
workforce participation — pro-
grams that educate, train, and
help businesses hire and retrain
workers. We funded forgivable
loan programs, scholarships, and
certificate programs. We made
financial commitments to our
teachers, adult education and
training, graduates of Vermont
colleges and universities, the
trades, up-skilling certifications,
criminal justice, technology, crit-
ical occupations, mental health

practitioners, EMT, nurses, hu-
man services, the arts, and rural
economic development. T will
continue this work and focus on
a bill to expand technical educa-
tion for both students and adults.

Housing: Vermont is facing
a housing crisis across the eco-
nomic spectrum. Last session,
S.100 addressed goals to help
alleviate the crisis, including
increasing the availability of af-
fordable housing, promoting
homeownership, and expanding
housing opportunities. Major
changes were made to municipal
zoning and Act 250 to allow for
denser developments in our des-
ignated downtowns and villages.
This bill balanced the need for
development while preserving
our natural environment and ru-
ral character. More work will be
done to address Act 250 and sen-
sible growth this year and create
more opportunities for housing.
In a small town like Brandon,
each unit of housing is impor-
tant.

Climate Resiliency: I will con-
tinue to advocate for energy ef-
ficiencies, EV infrastructure, and
clean water and air. This year,
we saw catastrophic damages
caused by the July and Decem-
ber floods. Across the state, our
towns and villages must be able
to withstand these storms. Bran-

don generally fared well this
summer, due to the work done
to upgrade our infrastructure af-
ter Hurricane Irene. Vermont has
made significant investments in
water, sewer and stormwater in-
frastructure, weatherization, and
other climate change mitigation -
but more needs to get done. This
work must continue, to ensure
our future health and safety.

Data Privacy: I will continue
work on H.121, an act relating
to enhancing consumer privacy.
Many other states have already
passed significant bills to pro-
tect personal identifying data
- including CA. CT, VA, CO,
and MT. This bill will update
our privacy laws with regards
to personally identifying in-
formation, biometric data, data
minimization, and the right of
consumers to sue businesses that
violate their privacy, and other
provisions including safety of
children’s data. This bill protects
Vermonters.

Rep. Stephanie Zak Jerome
(Rutland-9) Brandon

Vermont House of
Representatives

Committee on Commerce and
Economic Development,
vice-chair

802-683-8209

ADVERTISE

Can you guess the street?

BY LAURA PETERSON
“Trees have been shown to
calm traffic and reduce vehicle
speeds by appearing to narrow
the width of the roadway. With-
out trees, the open space gives
drivers the illusion that they
have more control to drive faster
— when in reality, that’s exactly
how accidents occur. Reminder:
If a street looks like a highway,
people will treat it like a high-
way. In an areca where streets
were widened and trees were not
present, accidents increased by
500% within an 8-year period.”
Taken from Hester, Christina,

"Trees for Traffic Calming",
Casey Trees, January 17, 2023
https://caseytrees.org/2023/01/
trees-for-traffic-calming

Can you figure out what street
in Brandon is depicted in the
photo? Though the street has
changed greatly since the photo
was taken circa 1900, certain as-
pects should make it relatively
casy to identify. But the trees
along the roadside certainly help
keep it looking residential.

We will reveal the name of
the street next week and be back
with another vintage photo.

FATHER MAURICE MOREAU recently celebrated his 25th an-
niversary in the priesthood. "Father Moe” leads congregations
at St. Mary’s Catholic Church in Brandon and St. Alphonsus in
Pittsford. Congratulations, Father Moe.

Photo provided

Father Maurice Moreau
“Father Moe" celebrates 25
years in the Priesthood

BY MARGE MUNGER

On November 15,2023, Father
Maurice Moreau, OFM Cap cel-
ebrated his 25th anniversary in
the Priesthood. He is the Pastor
at Our Lady of Good Help (St.
Mary’s) in Brandon and St. Al-
phonsus in Pittsford. “Fr. Moe”
concelebrated a Mass at Our
Lady of Good Help with several
priests, brothers, and deacons,

which included Monsignor Peter
Routhier from Burlington. The
organist and folk groups from
both parishes performed beauti-
ful hymns for the occasion. Fol-
lowing the Mass, the Otter Val-
ley Catholic Community joined
Father Moe for a potluck supper
at St. Alphonsus Hall. About
150 parishioners from both par-
ishes celebrated with him.




BY GEORGE FJELD

Carol, Milo, and I left Biloxi,
Mississippi (without gambling)
with Bean in tow behind Bull.
We were headed for New Or-
leans, or more accurately, Grand
Isle, which is 55 miles south of
the city. Prior to planning this
trip, I really didn’t have a clue
that there was land that far south
of New Orleans. We didn't have
to swim or take a ferry, just a slew
of elevated roads surrounded by
the bayou. Along the way, there
were a few islands with towns/
ports which had a variety of oil
drilling and shrimp-fishing boats
docked. It was a really different
ride through a very unusual envi-
ronment. Eventually, we reached
our destination, the little island
of Grand Isle, 8 miles long and 1
mile wide, home to 1,000 people.

In 2021, Hurricane Ida’s eye
wall hit the island and damaged
all of Grand Isle’s 2,500 build-
ings, with 700 destroyed. The
campground had been closed
since but reopened in the spring
of 2023. Locals wonder why
Mississippi’s barrier island state
campgrounds opened earlier than
Louisiana’s Grand Isle and with
more improvements and ameni-
ties thanks to federal recovery
funds. They wonder what the
government did with the money

in Louisiana, a state known for its
graft and corruption.

The campground is set parallel
to the beach behind the dunes and
the “Burrito Levee,” a miles-long
artificial tube of geotextile fab-
ric filled with 760,000 yards of
sand. The 8.5- foot diameter tube
is visible in a few places where
recent storms have disturbed the
covering sand and foliage. On the
other side of the levee is a mar-
velous flat sand beach with stone
breakwaters about 150 feet off
the shore. There were lots of peli-
cans flying back and forth along
the coast. I sighted a couple of
dolphins following fishing boats
headed into the Gulf. They are a
sure sign of a good marine envi-
ronment.

We set Bean up in a spacious
pull-through site and connected
up the water and electricity. Af-
ter setting up the awning, we
explored the campground. There
wasn’t much to see. The pier that
had run out into the Gulf hadn’t
been rebuilt and the east end of
the area was just the way Ida had
left it. However, we did meet
some of our neighbors and were
soon snacking on a few fresh
shrimp they offered us. Those
shrimp were surely the best
campground snack we ever had!

A week earlier, I had met a fella

in a bar in Apalachicola, Florida
and he recommended a particular
fishing technique after I informed
him I was after a big redfish. He
grew up in coastal Louisiana and
knew Grand Isle. “There’s plenty
of bull reds there” he claimed.
A little information on fishing
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Adventures of Starship Bean #6 Grand Isle, Louisiana

vernacular: small fish of a par-
ticular species are called “dinks,”
medium-sized fish are “good
fish,” and large fish can be called
“bulls.” Honestly though, most
large fish are females so would
be more appropriately called
“cows.” This wording has been

£

GEORGE FJELD HOLDS the massive bull redfish he caught in

Louisiana. The realization of a longtime dream, Mr. Fjeld held the
trophy long enough to snap a photo and then released it back

into the ocean.

Photo by Carol Fjeld

adopted by many Northeast strip-
er fisherman, myself included.
Back to the technique... This fella
claimed that fishing a small 1.5-
inch spoon in the shallow coastal
waters from shore would catch a
“bull.” I was skeptical and I let
him know that. But he retorted,
“Elephants eat peanuts.” So, a lit-
tle spoon will be my presentation.

The next morning in Grand Isle
saw me wading in the shallow
Gulf waters and casting repeat-
edly. I wandered up and down
about a mile of beach without any
success. | tried changing lures
without any bites. I contemplated
switching to bait which I hardly
ever do. Talking to one of the 2
other fishermen on the miles of
beach, I found out that bait will
really only attract the sharks. I
had no interest.

After a break for lunch and a
short conversation with a camp-
ing neighbor, I headed back. Car-
ol came along for the walk and to
do some shell collecting. I moved
further west down the beach after
noticing a little irregularity in the
beach. I worked that spoon hard
and was about to move on when
the big hit came! My 8-foot surf
rod doubled over and the line
started screaming off my open-
faced spinning reel. I worked the

(See Starship Bean, Page 11)

Stay Healthy This Winter

“This is viral season so having great hand
hygiene is key. We want to encourage
everyone to stay healthy by washing

their hands for at least 20 seconds with
soap and water and avoid touching

their face at all costs. We also encourage
community members to get vaccinated
for influenza and COVID. People 60 or
older should consult with their provider
for the RSV vaccine.”

Nkiruka A. Emeagwali, MS, MD, PhD
Pulmonary & Critical Care Medicine

Rutland Pulmonary Center

A Department of Rutland Regional Medical Center

160 Allen Street, Rutland, VT 05701 | 802.775.7111 | www.RRMC.org
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Brandon

Brain C o

Buster

Annie and Bobby are
standing at opposite ends of
a perfectly straight, perfectly
level road that’s 100 miles
long. At exactly the same
time, they begin traveling
toward each other on the
road. Annie is traveling at 22
miles per hour on a moped.
Bobby is traveling 11 miles
per hour on a bicycle. If they
continue to travel toward
each other at their respec-

k/

J1

tive constant speeds, with-
out stopping or deviating
from the road, how long will
it take until they are exactly
one mile from each other?

A) 6 hours
B) 5 hours
C) 4 hours
D) 3 hours
E) 2 hours

Answer on pg. 21

TN

BLOODROOT GAP ENTERTAINS the crowd at Red Clover.

It was a great week for
local music in Brandon

BY GEORGE FJELD

Holiday week saw local mu-
sicians strumming their strings
and filling the air with originals
and covers at Red Clover Ale
Company. Thursday saw singer/
songwriter Breanna Elaine en-
tertain an enthusiastic crowd
with many original songs includ-

ing “I’m Unstable,” which may
be her first hit single. On Friday,
Bloodroot Gap members Rob
and Jim McCuen and Freeman
Corey welcomed local talents
Walter Stone (banjo) and Ethan
Nelson (guitar and vocals) to ac-
company them.

BREANNA ELAINE PERFORMS at Red Clover Ale Company in Bran-
don. She enthralled the audience with her song “I'm Unstable.”

Photos by George Fjeld

The Reporter, January 3, 2024 — Page 11

MAPLEMQ@WW by Mat? Queor

Maple, what are you
doing for your New
Year's Resolution?

It's when you make a change in
your habits that will make your
life better. Something you wish

you did last year but couldn't.

I'M GONNA
EAT MORE
COOKIES!

Starship Bean

(Continued from Page 9)

fish back in not once but three
times after drag pulling runs. I
could feel the fish tiring and start-
ed yelling to Carol to get the cam-
era out. She was way ahead of me,
as usual, and had been filming the
whole time! My fish came to the
shallows and I was finally able
to see her! A massive bull red! I
landed her on the beach and after
a quick picture and measurement,
I returned her to the gulf. She was
41 inches long. You can’t keep
the big ones, they are important
for breeding and replenishing the
stock of fish. Keepers are 18-27
inches only. However, I was not
disappointed, really, mostly elat-
ed. A giant! It fulfilled my wild-
est dream! I left on this trip with
a wish to catch my first redfish
and then if possible, a big redfish.
Wishes do come true. I kept fish-
ing for another couple of hours
but after only one more bite. I
headed back.

To get to the camper, I had to
cross the levee. There I ran into
a wall of bugs. Mosquitos, huge
(even by Vermont standards) and
plentiful. Not too bad in the mid-
dle of the day with a good breeze
but in the evening when the air

is still, they came out in droves.
I hustled right along, swatting
madly as [ went. When I was fix-
ing the tarp outside the camper
and slapped at my leg when I
felt a bite. Boy, was I surprised
when I looked down and saw 5
dead bugs! And blood! Man, they
are terrible in
coastal Loui-
siana.

Back at the
campground,
I ran into the
same neigh-
bor, and let
him know
about my
catch.  After
congratulating
me, he related
that he had
been on the
professional
redfish  tour
years earlier.
Many stories
later, he gave
me a lure which he promised
would catch me another big red.
I retired to the camper to rest up
and have a little dinner before
heading back out for a little eve-
ning fishing. Unfortunately, that

That's not
exactly how
it works...

| have a great
resolution this
year!!

little lure didn’t produce. But
those mosquitos were ferocious!

We didn’t stay long in Grand
Isle, mosquitos have a way of
making a place less than fun to
hang out. Plus, I’d already had
my wish fulfilled and we were
headed to Texas.

Bean chimes in: I’ve never
been around so much water! All
the way south there was nothing
but water. I began to wonder if

GEORGE FJELD ENJOYING a great day fishing
on the Gulf Coast of Louisiana.

we were going to get on a boat.
I’ve heard about a kind of boat
that cars and trucks drive onto
and think it might be fun. But
mostly scary! I can’t swim!
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Brandon Rec offers Aikido classes

Come to Brandon Town Hall for Youth classes at 5
p.m., and adult classes at 6 p.m. Beginners and spec-
tators welcome. Visit www.aikidovermont.org for more
information, including fees.

Maclure Library Story Time ﬁ

Playgroup )

Looking for a fun, education-
al playgroup for your 2-5 year
old? Look no further! From
10 a.m. = 12 p.m. join Miss
Allie, a certified teacher, for a
weekly FREE literacy-based
playgroup. Light snacks will
be provided, along with
stories, crafts, songs, games,
and more. To register, please
email allie.griffiths@rcpcc.org with your child's name,
age, and contact information for your family.

Friends Zone

The Friends Zone will be initially open 3 hours per
week at the Brandon United Methodist Church on
Tuesdays from 12-3 p.m. at 1 Franklin Street, Brandon.
Socialize with old friends, make new ones. Sip some
soup while you sip a drink. Be puzzled for a bit, sort-
ing out a puzzle, or hold an Ace in the hole until the
right moment to play it. If so inclined, you can bring
to the table a struggle of your own to work on or your
thoughts on developing the Friends Zone or improv-
ing our lives.

The door is open. Our minds are open. Our hearts are
open.

All are welcome in.

For more information contact pastors Reverend John
Hardman-Zimmerman (hzfm@hotmail.com or (802)
282-7532) or Vicki Disorda (vqueenoftheearth@gmail.
com or (802) 345-4125).

Pins & Needles Craft Club at the Brandon Free Pub-
lic Library
Drop in from 5:30-7:00 p.m., and bring your projects

to work on.

Ping Pong
The Green Mountain Table Tennis Club would like to
announce the beginning of its new season!

The club has begun playing on Wednesday evenings
starting at 7 p.m. It will meet nearly every Wednes-
day year-round

in the gym at

the Rutland

Area Christian
School in Rutland,
located at the
corner of Melrose
Ave. and Lincoln
Ave. in Rutland,

a block from the
intersection of

ar of events

Route 7 and Melrose Ave. (110 Lincoln Ave., Rutland,
VT 05701).

Being a part of this unique and exciting club offers a
variety of activities, including regular practice, a chal-
lenge board, clinics for beginner and advanced play,
singles and doubles, inter-club events with other table
tennis clubs, and even tournaments.

If you are interested in table tennis as a recreational
or athletic activity, we're interested in you!
There is a modest membership fee of only
$30, although you can come twice free as our
guest. Bring your sneakers and paddle (or
use ours) and have some fun playing a great
game of “Pong!”

For further information about the
Green Mountain Table Tennis Club,
visit our club’s website at www.gmttc.
com.

Yoga Prana Shakti Zoom & Studio

Chair Yoga, Gentle, Wednesdays

From 10:30-11:30 a.m. at 155 Woodstock
Avenue in Rutland Lina Cloffe Hanson (Parvati)
offers an Earth Conscientious, Spiritual, Gentle
Physical Yoga Practice. We meet on Mondays
via zoom. Contact for Zoom link. (There is also
a Monday Zoom only class)

Not everyone can get up and down off of the floor
easily, making traditional yoga classes difficult. If you
have physical limitation or a health issue this might
be the ideal class for you. With the help of a chair
most people can practice yoga and reap the benefits
of increased circulation, balance, flexibility, mobility,
strength and more.

We spend a fair amount of the time exercising in a
seated position in the chairs but if possible, we also
do exercises standing, using the chairs for support.
The exercises can be adjusted for individual needs
and we move at a comfortable pace. | think you will
soon notice a difference once you start. Looking for-
ward to seeing you in class!

Lina (Parvati) has 20 plus years of experi-
ence teaching and a lifelong personal
practice.

To stay tuned if there are any cancellations,
follow on Facebook and get on email list.
$15/class

Ukulele Group

Free at the Chaffee Arts Center from 12-1
p.m., for adults & 12+. This is not a class
but a group enjoying playing the ukulele
together. Must pre-register. There are a
limited amount of in-house instruments to
reserve.

Attendees will be led through specific
sheet music by musician Steven Wilson. All levels are
welcome.

Open Mic at Red Clover in Brandon
Join us starting at 6 p.m. for a rousing good time!

Chaffee Arts Center All About the Arts Free Class for
kids 3-5

From 11am-Noon...FREE! Students will have fun
creating and doing activities with art, music, literature,

and more!

One free book per student will be given weekly (while
supplies last) thanks to our partners at Rutland Free

Library. Adult must accompany chil-
Sheldon

dren under age 4. Must pre-register by
Wednesday each week.

Instructor: Lori Sullivan; Minimum 3.
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