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NAMES LOST IN VERMONT
Geneaologist Michael Dwyer
explores the Fields/Fellio/Fil-
lioe family of Brandon and
Pittsford.

PG. 2

LET THE GAMES BEGIN
The Brandon Library’s gaming
clubs focus on Pokémon, Mag-
ic: The Gathering, and D & D.
If you and/or your kids are look-
ing to play, you found the right
place.
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Reporter advice columnist
NEW FEATURE!
“Ask Joyce”: The Reporter’s
new advice column. Send Joyce
your questions about family, ro-

mance, friendships.
PG. 8

GARDENING CORNER

Lyn Desmarais visits the Ste-
vens Farm with Jane Costello.
PG. 14

ORIGIN STORY

Learn the beginnings of Bran-
don’s fabled Leaf People!
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Pumpkin season is here!

LEFT: ETHAN NELSON of Brandon deposited one of his trademark
humongous pumpkins in front of the Brandon Town Hall. This one
weighs about 200 Ibs. Right: The Winslow Farm in Pittsford has hun-
dreds of pumpkins just waiting to be carved and/or turned into pie.

Photos by Ethan Nelson and Steven Jupiter

HONOREE FLEMING AND her husband, Ron Powers.

Honoree Fleming is
more than her murder

BY STEVEN JUPITER

By now, everyone has heard
the shocking news of Honoree
Fleming’s murder in Castleton
last Thursday. A walk on a
widely used trail ended in hor-
ror when a still-unidentified
man ended Ms. Fleming’s life
with a single bullet. Vermont
State Police (VSP) have little
information to work with, oth-
er than the man had red hair,

is about 5’107, was wearing a
dark grey t-shirt, and was car-
rying a black backpack. VSP
press releases indicate that the
police are looking for evidence
and witnesses, but no break-
through has been announced so
far.

The story has made national
news and drawn attention to
Castleton for all the wrong

(See Honoree Fleming, Page 10)

Brandon SB talks postage, EV
chargers, and police assists

BY STEVEN JUPITER
BRANDON—The Brandon
Selectboard gathered for its
regular meeting on Monday
evening, preceded by its incar-
nations as the Board of Local

Cannabis Control Commis-
sioners and the Board of Sewer
Commissioners.

As the Board of Local Can-

nabis Control, it approved a
Tier 1 manufacturer: Funk’s
Farming.

As the Board of Sewer Com-
missioners, it heard from Bruce
Summa, who owns a multi-unit
house at 41 Conant Square. Mr.
Summa had asked the Board
to reconsider its policy regard-
ing apartment buildings. Mr.
Summa’s building contains six
apartments, three of which are
permitted more than one oc-
cupant and three of which are
permitted only one occupant
each. The current water/sewer
billing structure charges a flat
fee plus actual consumption
per residential unit. Since Mr.
Summa’s building contains
six units, he is currently being

charged that flat fee for each
unit. He asked the Board to
consider treating his three sin-
gle-occupancy units as a single
unit for purposes of water/sew-
er billing, so that ultimately he
would be paying the flat fee for
four units instead of six.

The Board did not taken any
action on Mr. Summa’s request
but did suggest that it would re-
evaluate and revisit the policy,
which had been put in place in
2006.

The Board then reconvened
as the Selectboard and Town
Manager Seth Hopkins present-
ed his report. The full text of
the report is available in the Se-
lectboard packet for 10/9/23 on
the town’s website. Highlights
included:

The town’s grant for the
Conant Square Park & Ride has
been closed out. All the town’s
obligations have been met.

Mr. Hopkins will meet with
representatives of GovPilot, an
online platform that the city of
Rutland uses to streamline its

(See Brandon SB, Page 19)
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Names lost in Vermont, Part 9: Fields, Fillioe, and Felion

BY MICHAEL F. DWYER
What started out as an inquiry
into solving one man’s changed
surname unexpectedly linked
three distantly related families,
with variant spellings of their
last name, to their common an-
cestral couple in Québec. Isaac
Fields of West Rutland died
on June 22, 1905, age 62. His
gravestone in Evergreen Cem-
etery in Rutland has the dates
of his birth and death as well

as those of his wife, Sauffronia
[sic] Fredette. Knowing Isaac
was born in Canada, I first as-
sumed that his Americanized
surname Fields may have been
a translation of Deschamps or
Beauchamp, the last syllable
being the French word for field
(champs). No results came from
that hypothesis. Then I became
more aware of another anomaly
in Isaac’s life. At the time of
their deaths, Isaac and his wife
belonged to the Baptist Church
in West Rutland. Most, but not
all, first-generation French-
Canadians remained Catholic
or later returned to the Catholic

MATILDA FELLIO (LEFT) and John Fellio (right).

WWW.GSTONEMDTORS.COM

Photos courtesy Brian Fillioe

36 Boardman St.,
Middlebury VT 05753
802-388-6718
gstonemotors.com

Church following a “rehabili-
tation” of a non-Catholic mar-
riage. Moreover, I could not
find a civil-marriage record for
this couple anywhere in Rutland
County or in Québec.

This temporary roadblock led
to a wider exploration of other
Québec-born families named
Fieldsin West Rutland. Itdoesn’t
come any better than carved in
granite: the Filion-Fields grave-
stone in Sacred Heart Cemetery,
West Rutland [see photo]. On
the reverse side, Hanora [sic,
misspelling of Honoré, often
translated to Henry] Felion, his
wife, and children. The double
names certainly reflect a foot in
two worlds, one of assimilation
to an American identity. Fields
doesn’t have much to do with
Filion, only some similar let-
ters. On the other hand, the mar-
riage license from West Rutland
of Henry’s son Joseph Fields in-
dicated a push back to identity
as a Québec-born Catholic. The
priest who officiated Joseph’s
marriage added the Filion after
Fields and wrote above it Filion
[see illustration].

Now aware of how Felion
became Fields, 1 searched for
Isaac’s marriage in the pub-
lished church records of Im-
maculate Heart of Mary
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Church, then known as Sa-
cred Heart of Mary Church in
Rutland. Sure enough, I found
Isias Filion’s marriage to Eloise

Middlebury Car Show <

& Fall Festival
Sunday Oct 15,
10am-3pm

in downtown
Middlebury! _
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[aka Sophronie] Fredette on 28

April 1870—unrecorded at the

town level. Their only child,
(See Names lost, Page 15)
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BY STEVEN JUPITER

Would you like to be a wiz-
ard? The pointed hat, the flow-
ing robes, the gnarled staff, the
spells, oh yes, definitely the
spells...it’s all just so enticing to
a kid with an eager imagination.

are pitted against each other in
battles for dominance. There are
thousands of characters, each of
which has specific powers and
abilities that allow it to vanquish
other characters or withstand cer-
tain types of attacks. The cards

are richly illustrated and highly
collectible as art, especially the
rarer, flashier cards (though there
are 3,000 Pokémon characters,
about 100 of the most popular
ones form the bulk of most play-
ers’ collections). No cards are
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Pokémon, Magic, and Dragons draw kids to the Brandon Library

lost during the game; kids can
trade cards with one another if
they wish to swap out characters
in their decks, but the rules of the
game do not require surrender of
cards to other players.

“It’s a simple game to learn,”

said Drzewianowski. “Little kids
can pick it up. It’s a good game
for families to play at home on
game night.”

The Pokémon Club has been a
big success at the library, draw-
(See Games at the Library, Page 21)

Or maybe your thing is crazy
Japanese critters with names like
Ghetsis, Acerola, or Xerosic, in
which case game of Pokémon
may be more your speed. But
whether you prefer to assume a
role or simply control an army of
characters, you and/or your kids
can find your groove with Eric

A 44-Year Middlebury Tradition of
Trusted & Caring Dental Excellence!

$0 Cleanings!

For most insured patients. Call for details.
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The clubs are free, require no
prior experience, and are open to
ages 5 and up.

Pokémon is a “trading card”
games, in which players col-
lect and deploy specially made
cards that depict characters who

from nearby or far away, and |
enjoy listening to their stories of
how they chose Brandon as their
new home. It is a reminder of

what a wonderful town Brandon J
is to live, work and play.
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BRANDON REPORTER

Guest-Editorial

Can we disagree like adults?

BY MARIA GIGLIELLO

“They [Vermont Fish and
Wildlife] need to be dispatched
(tortured, beaten) the same way
[as a trapped animal].”

“You’re no better than the Ku
Klux Klan.”

“Bunch of in-breds out there
just shooting animals for fun.
Great job Vermont Fish and
Wildlife!!!”

“Why any girl finds this fun
[hunting] is beyond me...she
must not have maternal in-
stincts.”

These are just some of the
social media comments that the
Vermont Fish and Wildlife In-
formation team sees on a regu-
lar basis. As the department’s
social media leads, Joshua
Morse and I get a front row seat
to the good, the bad and the ugly
emotions that the department’s
work brings to Facebook, Ins-
tagram and Twitter. I write this
piece as a reminder that despite
the public’s varying feelings on
the work we do at Vermont Fish
and Wildlife, there is always a
place for kindness.

Probably due to the Covid-19
pandemic, we’ve seen a shift
in the long-term trends of our
social media audiences. More
people are at home and online,
therefore making them more
observant and engaged with
wildlife management decisions
in the state. People are also in-
teracting more with each other
online and that separation from
person to person by a screen has
increased boldness in people—
boldness in their comments to
us and each other.

When people who feel
strongly about wildlife conser-
vation hit “send” on a comment
that calls department staff or
other commenters rude names,
threatens us, undermines our

work, personally attacks us,
etc., there are always actual
people on the other end of that
comment reading it.

These hateful comments are
very concerning and do not ac-
complish anything positive.

One of the department’s out-
reach goals is to use our social
media platforms as educational
tools. Teachers, students and
other educational groups use
our social media channels to
learn about Vermont’s wildlife.
We see the value in making
the natural world accessible to
all. However, we often receive
comments that are wildly inap-
propriate for young eyes. Com-
ments such as, “Hey look the
hunting idiot is back to show-
case he provides nothing to
Vermont wildlife but the brute
force rifle he backs next to his
tiny pecker.” We work hard to
make our social media chan-
nels welcoming to all and we
want to keep our channels wel-
coming to all.

Apart from the mental and
emotional distress that daily
hostile comments bring to de-
partment staff, this behavior
raises concerns regarding our
physical safety as these com-
ments can translate to the real
world. In July, Oregon Public
Broadcasting published an ar-
ticle on how Oregon’s natu-
ral resource staff face violent
threats, including attack dogs
and gunfire, in the field. In
2019, violent threats caused
Washington’s Department of
Fish and Wildlife to cancel
informational wolf manage-
ment meetings. And in 2019,
the U.S. Government Account-
ability Office found that pub-
lic land employees were faced
with threats that ranged from

(See Disagree like adults, Page 6)
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Sing a song of sunshine

THIS WARBLER IS a Northern Parula. Currently in migration to their wintering grounds in

Central America and the Caribbean islands.

Photo by Sue Wetmore

Community Forums

Pittsford’s 7th annual Chili Cook-off
and Cornhole on October 14ith

Sara’s Stories will be hosting
the 7th annual Pittsford Chili
Cook-off and Cornhole Tour-
nament on October 14th at the
Pittsford Recreation Center from
11 a.m. until 2 p.m. Registration
begins at 10:45 for both cornhole
and the cook-off. The registra-
tion fee is $10 per person.

Cash prizes for the cook-off
are $250 for 1st Place, $150 for
2nd Place, $75 for 3rd Place, and
$25 for Hottest. The winning
cornhole team will receive $100.
You can register the day of for
both events. Just bring a crock
pot full of chili!

It’s $5 for two voting tickets
for the cook-off. After you’ve
sampled all the contestants’

chilis, vote for best overall and
for hottest.

Liambru Ale Co. of Proctor
will be setting up their beer gar-
den again.

There will be a lot of great
raffle prizes, all of which were
donated. Local restaurants are
also donating desserts for a bake
sale. Keith’s and Momma T’s are
donating mac & cheese. Kamu-
da’s is donating cornbread and
toppings.

There will be free kids’ activi-
ties as well.

Sara’s Stories will be showing
off its new bookmobile, which
was purchased for them by Gard-
ner’s Trading Post and which
Pittsford Automotive Center will

be fixing and upgrading.

Sara’s Stories is a book pro-
gram founded by Jenelle Daly,
Kayla Desabrais, and Meghan
Fox in Pittsford in 2016. It is
named for Jenelle and Kayla’s
mother, Sara. There are currently
around 250 kids from ages 0 to
5 in the program. Each child in
the program receives a free book
in the mail every month from the
Dolly Parton Imagination Li-
brary. The program is open to all
kids 5 or under from Pittsford,
Proctor, Florence, Chittenden,
West Rutland, Shrewsbury, and
Clarendon. Sara’s Stories also
hands out free books at local
events to kids of all ages.
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Letters to the Editor

The details of the Brandon High renovations are not what's being presented

Like many of the people quot-
ed in your September 27 article,
“Nonprofit forms to rehab old
Brandon High,” I once fanta-
sized about the 1916 building's
potential, climbing through the
sun-filled, high-ceilinged rooms
to the spectacular view out
its third-floor windows. And 1
would like to think that most of
the people quoted in your arti-
cle have a similar regard for the
building and wish to preserve it.

The article quotes some lofty
aspirations by Mr. Briscoe, the
owner, and his recent busi-
ness partner, Jeff Dardozzi, a
Pittsford resident whose LLC
owns 6 West Seminary. When |
compare their public statements
to the language of their Appli-
cation for Land Use coming be-
fore the Development Review
Board on October 11, I read
very different intentions for the
old High School.

To understand the scope of
their proposed change, it’s im-
portant to know that their appeal
applies to the entire land parcel
owned by Mr. Briscoe. This par-
cel includes not only the land
along the Neshobe River bank
around the old High School, but
also the land across the street,
the greenspace that is the entire
western half of what we think
of as Seminary Hill Park, up to
the playground itself. Mr. Bris-
coe’s land is currently loaned
to the Town for use as the Dog
Park, bounded by West and East
Seminary Streets. This is the
land where the historic Brandon
Seminary was sited— and what
is decided for the High School
land will also apply to this
greenspace.

Mr. Briscoe’s application is
for the “substantial change in
nature or intensity of the cur-
rent use of any parcel of land”
included in his parcel, and asks
permission for “construction,
reconstruction, conversion,
structural alteration, relocation,
enlargement of any building or
other structure...,” and among
the proposed new uses is “...F-
1 Medium Hazard-Production.”
While Mr. Dardozzi is quoted
in your article stating their as-
piration is “affordable housing
for middle-income people,” the
project drawings actually show
a few individual rooms with a
common kitchen--- the model
for a boarding house or com-
mune, not middle-income hous-
ing.

Unlike every single person
interviewed by The Reporter,
moreover, [ actually live on
Seminary Hill. I look across to
the High School windows every
day and have watched it decay a
little more each year for almost
two decades, primarily under
the ownership of Mr. Briscoe, a
Texas native and Texas resident,
whose annual summertime vis-
its, except for this summer, last
from a few days to a few weeks.
Mr. Briscoe has a genuine love
for the building but for the en-
tire length of his ownership has
been unable to secure the means
to undertake even the bare es-
sentials of maintenance, let
alone restoration, of the build-
ing he loves.

His partner Mr. Dardozzi
states that the group of volun-
teers he has gathered together
“will roll up their sleeves” to
restore the old High School.

But this historic building can-
not be preserved with sweat eq-
uity. It needs at least five dozen
commercial-sized, double-pane
windows to replace the shat-
tered historic ones. It needs a
new roofing system, a complete
HVAC system, plumbing and
wiring. It will require an eleva-
tor to obtain a certificate of oc-
cupancy. It will need to meet the
requirements of an insurance
company and be insured to cov-
er a broad range of new manu-
facturing and public gathering
hazards. It needs a lot of money.

And it will need parking spac-
es.

This is a need that money will
not solve. The land surround-
ing the high school has a shared
driveway on its western bound-
ary, and the riverbank on its
eastern end. The application’s
proposed-use drawing shows
five parking spaces on its east-
ern edge, which would pull out
into the already narrow junc-
tion of River and East Seminary
Streets, just a few feet before
they spill to the three-way junc-
tion with West Seminary, and
blinded by the park’s hill to
the downhill traffic proceeding
down West Seminary to Route
7. One glance at the street map
tells you that this narrow pas-
sage is in frequent use by fami-
lies wheeling their children to
the Seminary Street playground
or walking their dogs to the dog
park. The dog park, of course,
would probably not be around
for long, as this too is part of the
parcel owned by Mr. Briscoe
and would almost certainly be
necessary to provide the num-
ber of parking spaces required

Brandon’s annual fall gathering, Harvest Fest,
was a fun and windy afternoon at Estabrook Park

Sponsored by the Nifty
Thrifty Thrift Shop and Whirl-
ie’s World, Harvest Fest featured
our ever popular leaf people—
made by Scarecrow Artisan Ar-
turo Mendiola—bounce houses
courtesy of Whirlie’s World,
and the bounciest of all, Em-

malJeanne Hoops. Adding to
the festivities were pony rides,
hay rides by Rick Nicklaw, deli-
cious food and baked goods and
great vendors.

Many thanks to Patty, Sophie
and Bill Moore, Dallas and Jeff
Ladd, Laurie Bertrand, Kathy

Singh, Bernie Carr, Arturo and
everyone who stepped up to
make this another successful
Brandon event! Our community
works together and it shows!
Thanks all,
Colleen Wright

ADVERTISE
mesesmmomsorecon W I TH  U'S

for his proposed new use.

Moreover, Mr. Briscoe’s ap-
plication shows the expansion
of public parking not only along
north side of West Seminary
Street, but adds at least 4 new
spaces on the southern side of
West Seminary. Anyone who
has watched the volume of U-
turning traffic on West Semi-
nary, or watched the mobility-
impaired neighbors of Neshobe
House, who lack any ADA
crosswalk or curb cuts, wheel-
ing their chairs down the middle
of the road in order to be seen
by cars swooping downhill and
blinded by the curve at #4 West
Seminary, will understand that
the proposed dual-side parking
takes the road from its present
hazardous conditions into a rec-
ipe for disaster.

The application before the
DRB on October 11, if granted,
will be forever. Whatever Mr.
Briscoe’s intentions may be, the
right to alter the historic build-
ing, to construct new commer-

cial buildings in its place or on
the greenspace across the street,
the right to manufacture, and to
choose who shall live there and
under what terms will belong to
him, and to the next owner, and
to the next.

The Brandon High School
building and its significant land
holding has been looking for a
savior for decades. It has never
been properly marketed. Its pro-
spective buyers have never been
vetted for their ability to pay for
or finance its stabilization or
restoration. This historic build-
ing deserved better treatment
and, in its present condition,
can’t last much longer in the
hands of underfunded enthusi-
asts. | hope this West Seminary
Street landmark will not ful-
fill the old saying about a road
paved with good intentions.

Janie Young

Brandon

Letters to the editor

Letters Policy: The Reporter will only print letters to the editor that are signed
with the author’s full name, address and a phone number so the author may be
reached for verification or questions. Only name and town will be printed.

Letters will only be accepted from residents of the eight towns we cover
(Brandon, Pittsford, Proctor, West Rutland, Goshen, Sudbury, Leicester and
Whiting) or letters that pertain to issues or people in our coverage area. We will
also consider letters from former residents if the subject matter is pertinent.

The editor reserves the right to approve or reject any letter to the editor. Any
letter considered slanderous or libelous will not be printed. Letters written locally
endorsing candidates for office will be accepted without charge.

Send your Letters to the Editor by Fridays before 5 p.m.
Brandon Reporter, 58 Maple St., Middlebury, VT 05753.
Or email to news@brandonreporter.com
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Disagree like adults

Obituaries

(Continued from Page 4)
phone harassment to attempted
murder.

This is a reality that many
Vermont Fish and Wildlife De-
partment biologists are aware
of and fear. While luckily no
physical harm has come to our
staff, it is an anxiety that lin-
gers in the back of our minds,
especially when we consis-
tently experience aggressive
and sinister language directed
against the department on so-
cial media. We need to be able
to do our jobs without fearing
for our safety.

If you want to help make our
social media a more welcoming
place for everyone and push
back against the disturbing be-
havior that has become more
common on these platforms,
this fall is a good time to think
about how to be a better mem-
ber of Vermont’s online conser-

Est. 1958

vation community. As our com-
missioner has stated in the past,
conserving wildlife requires re-
specting each other’s different
values and opinions.

We have noticed an increase
in online hostility when hunt-
ing and trapping seasons start.
It is that time of year again and
we ask that visitors of our so-
cial media channels approach
each other with tolerance de-
spite their varying viewpoints.
Whether you are with an advo-
cacy group, a hunter, a trapper,
an angler or just an admirer of
wildlife we all want to see the
ecological systems of our state
thrive. [ am certain that we will
not achieve this common goal
by being cruel to one another.

Maria Gigliello is the Com-
munications Coordinator for
the Vermont Fish and Wildlife
Department.

HOLIDAY PARTIES
Are you looking for a beautiful

venue to host your holiday party?
Look no further than Neshobe Golf

Club!

Neshobe Golf Club has a spectacular
venue sized for many attendees!

Our superior service and excellent
menu will put your guests in a very

receptive mood.

We can handle all aspects of your
event from entertainment to decora-
tions and from dietary needs to

Lucinda Ann “Cindy” Bell, 77, Proctor

PROCTER—Lucinda  Ann
“Cindy” Bell, age 77, passed
peacefully on Sunday, October
8, 2023, at her home in Proctor.

Cindy was born in Wolfe-
boro, NH on February 17,
1946. She was the daughter of
Fred and Mary Lucille (Win-
slow) White, Jr. She graduated
from the University of New
Hampshire Business School.
She moved to Ocala, Florida in
1983 to be close to family. She
was employed for many years,
as the office manager for Cen-
tral Florida Swimming Pool
Company in Ocala. She cared
for her ailing mother for sev-
eral years until her passing in
2007, when she moved to Bran-
don to be close to her brother.

Cindy loved boating while
residing in Florida. She enjoyed
decorating for all the holidays.

LUCINDA ANN BELL

She loved to knit and sew and
working in her flower gardens.
She attended the Union Church
of Proctor.

She is survived by her hus-
band, Robert Bell of Proctor,
whom she married in Ocala
on July 28, 1984. She is also

survived by one brother, Rev.
Richard White of Bakersfield,
and a sister, Mary Ann Knapp
and her husband Jim of New-
port, NH. Several nieces, neph-
ews, & cousins also survive
her. She was predeceased by
her parents.

The memorial service “In
Celebration of Her Life” will
take place on Friday, October
20, 2023, at the Miller & Ket-
cham Funeral Home in Bran-
don. Rev. Jenei Rossigg, pastor
of the Union Church in Proctor
will officiate. A private grave-
side committal service and
burial will follow the ceremo-
ny, in Pine Hill Cemetery.

Memorial gifts in lieu of
flowers may be made to;
Rutland Area Visiting Nurse &
Hospice, 7 Albert Cree Drive,
Rutland, VT 05701.
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Rained out but everyone still smiling!

specialty lighting!

Our team will be hard at work to
ensure your event runs smoothly and
our reputation speaks for itself!

Plan your holiday party with us today!

For inquiries please call (802)
247-3611 or submit the contact us
form on our website.

LONG IRON RESTAURANT

Open daily

Monday-Sunday

The restaurant offers both indoor and
outdoor seating options, with stunning
views of the golf course and surrounding
mountains. The indoor seating area

features large windows that allow guests
to take in the beautiful scenery while
they dine.

The golf course is OPEN!

Tee times available from 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

https://neshobe.com - (802) 247-3611

THE BRANDON FREE Public Library had to cancel its planned golf fundraiser on Saturday
because of the weather, but the dinner and auction at Neshobe Golf Club on Saturday night
were a huge success, bringing in approximately $37,000 to help fund the library's ongoing
renovation. Big-ticket items included a weeklong cruise in the Bahamas for $18,000, a week-
end at Chris and Rob Naylor's house on Lake Dunmore for $5,000, and a wheelbarrow full of
top-shelf liquor for $1,200. Larry Rowe donated his half of the $720 50/50 back to the library
as well. Above: (I to r) Sarah Pattis, David Roberts, Chris Naylor, and Travis Romano auction
off a beautiful quilt donated by Susan Johnson for $600.

Photo by Steven Jupiter

YT

3_‘}.:' BARNARD FUNERAL HOME INC. 3£

3186 U.S. Route 7 Pittsford - www.barnardfuneralhome.com

(802) 483-2811 Christopher Book/Director

For five generations the Barnard family has assisted
families in Pittsford, Proctor, Chittenden and the
surrounding area getting through one of life’s most

difficult times.

Also operating the Birch Grove Crematory
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On behalf of the Brandon Library Community Volunteers, we wish to thank everyone who contributed
to a very successful benefit auction and dinner...despite the fact that the rains canceled the actual
golfing! We are so very thankful for your support of this event, and of the Brandon Free Public Library.

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS:

n NAYLOR& BREEN

www.naylorbreen.com

]
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baar it HAYES
Coroly and (reorge Field
Leslie andl {indln

No Reading Required Sudbury Hot Tub Brandon
Book Club Book Club Book Club

THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO DONATED AUCTION ITEMS & PRIZES:

Dan and Judy Querrey, Rob and Chris Naylor, Gary Meffe, Donna and Chris Kent, Woodware, Joe's 19th Hole,
Neshobe Golf Club, Rutland Country Club, Proctor Pittsford Country Club, Ralph Myhre Golf Course, Hiland Park Golf Course,
Sue Hoxie, Lisa Curcio, Larry Rowe, Cafe Provence, Blue Seal, The Organized Launch, Blue Moon, Across the Street,
Nancy Leary Design, Elena Curcio, Susan Johnson, Michele Reniche, Mae's Place, Barn Opera, Brandon Florist,
Foley Brother's, Red Clover, Brandon House of Pizza, Carr's Gifts, Ace Hardware, The Bookstore, Blue Moon...
and to Neshobe Golf Course, for hosting and our auctioneer, Travis Romano for entertaining!

yentraised over g3

’ 000
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Reporter advice columnist
Treats, not tricks for Halloween please

Dear Joyce,

My wife and I have a three-year-old daughter
and we were planning to make this Halloween
the first one where we take her trick-or-treating.
But there aren’t a lot of houses where we live,
so we were thinking we’d take her someplace
with sidewalks and more houses, like Brandon
or Middlebury. We were talking about it with
my wife’s parents, who live near Boston, and
they said we should bring our daughter there
because there’s tons of kids and great trick-or-
treating and they’d be happy to take her around
and even make her costume. My wife immedi-
ately said yes without even discussing it with
me. Halloween is on a Tuesday this year and |
can’t take off from work to go to Massachusetts.
My wife would be taking our daughter without
me. When I said something about not wanting to
miss our daughter’s first Halloween, my wife’s
parents said they’d take videos and it wouldn’t
be a big deal. But it feels like a big deal to me
to be missing out on it. I was looking forward to
the whole thing, even making a costume for her.
She’s too young to really remember much, so
dressing her up and taking her around is more
for us than for her. I feel like I'm being cut out
of something important to me, but my wife and
her parents are acting like I’'m being selfish for
wanting to keep our daughter here. Am I being
ajerk?

Trick-or-Treat Dad

Dear Trick-or-Treat Dad:

You are not a jerk, and you are definitely not
being selfish! In fact, I think your expressed de-
sire to be a part of your daughter's first memory
and fun at Halloween is quite the opposite.

2 1

You obviously believe this day to be a mile-
stone and for you a "big deal" that you want to
be a part of. This is something your wife and
her folks will respect when, as a couple, you
and your wife revisit the discussion and pres-
ent a united front as to where Halloween will
be celebrated. Has anyone considered how your
daughter might feel if you were not present? If
the two of you are as close as I suspect you are,
she would not be happy about it. Has it been
suggested that the grandparents come down
from Boston? If it has been and they cannot
make the trip...you are the dad and should take
priority.

Children at your daughter's age are usually no
longer afraid of masks and such and are very ca-
pable of joining in the fun without fear or hesi-
tancy. Children at 3 and 4 are also capable of
remembering special events. I believe what will
contribute to her remembering will be how she
feels as you all share the fun of working on the
costume together, dressing her up, and taking
her trick-or-treating. It really is, after all, about
her.

It might be a good idea to speak with the
parents of your daughter's friends who face the
same dilemma - where to trick-or-treat. Suggest
getting a group together and going to the town
that works best for everyone. That way the chil-
dren will share the experience with friends and
familiar faces.

However it works out regarding the grandpar-
ents, it's always a good idea to make sure your
phone or camera is fully charged for that video
of a fun time and good memories for everyone.

Enjoy,

Joyce

Sharpen your mind with our puzzles.
5 See page 25
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Green Mountain Power sees
home batteries as the future

BY STEVEN JUPITER

MONTPELIER—Green
Mountain Power (GMP), Ver-
mont’s main utility company,
submitted a proposal to state
regulators on Monday to buy
large storage batteries, bury
some power lines, and rein-
force overhead cables. The
plan makes clear that GMP sees
a troubled future for home de-
livery of electricity, with rising
costs of production, heightened
risks of weather catastrophes,
and increased residential de-
mand because of growing reli-
ance on electric cars and heat
pumps.

According to the proposal,
GMP would purchase and in-
stall batteries in customers’
homes in order to store elec-
tricity that could be used when
demand surges, as during a
heat wave, or when power is
unavailable from GMP itself,
as during a power outage. By
GMP’s calculations, it would
be less expensive to provide
storage batteries, which would
be owned by the utility but in-
stalled directly in customers’
homes, than to continue to re-
pair and enlarge its infrastruc-
ture and delivery network.

Since 2015, GMP has main-
tained a program through
which customers can lease
Tesla storage batteries for their
homes. The current proposal
will allow customers to con-
tinue leasing batteries if they
choose but aims to install bat-
teries in all customers’ homes
by 2030. GMP estimates that it
will need to invest $1.5 billion
over the next seven years in or-
der to implement the program.
GMP also suggested that the
cost would be passed through
to consumers, though it is not
clear at this time the extent to
which customers’ rate will be
increased.

The program would begin
in areas where GMP sees its
infrastructure as particularly
susceptible to weather events.
The company would also be-
gin burying power lines and
strengthening overhead cables
to prevent outages due to fall-
ing trees.

The extreme cost of new
infrastructure is making util-
ity companies rethink their ap-
proach, which has historically
relied exclusively on cables
and power lines to deliver elec-
tricity to customers. Now that
this model is becoming cost-
prohibitive, alternative ap-
proaches are necessary to avoid
rate increases that could put
basic services beyond the reach
of many.

New England is already one
of the most expensive energy
markets in the U.S., exceeded
only by Hawaii and California.
Vermont’s rates are the lowest
among the New England states
but are still significantly above
the national average. Increas-
ingly violent weather, as Ver-
mont saw this past summer,
will only worsen the situation
for consumers, as utilities pay
to rebuild damaged networks
after storms. GMP said that it
has spent approximately $55
million on storm recovery so
far in 2023, more than five
times more than in any year
between 2015 and 2022. These
costs are ultimately borne by
consumers.

In an interview with the New
York Times, Mari McClure,
President and CEO of GMP,
said, “If you are leading a util-
ity anywhere in the country you
have to get on a path to stop the
madness, relative to rates.”

That path, at least for GMP,
will involve storing electricity
when it’s available for times
when it is not.
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Exciting Employment

aAt Home Opportunities
[

NI de 2l for Caring, Compassionate
People

HIRING FAIR

164 Woodstock Avenue
Rutland
Thursday, October 19th
10 am-2 pm
* Flexible, full-time, part-time, and per-diem
hours available.

* Looking for kind, caring individuals with or
without prior elder care experience.

* Must haves for the position are
COMPASSION, professionalism, and
genuine desire to care for others.

* Training provided regarding elder care and
provisions care.

TRUST ~ RESPECT ~ COMPASSION
Your Care ~ Your Way

For more information on hiring opportunities call 802-747-3427,
email info@athomeseniors.net, or apply online at
athomescvt.clearcareonline.com/apply

164 Woodstock Ave, Rutland, VT 05701
802-747-3427

. Scan to B
athomeseniors.net ,
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Honoree Fleming

(Continued from Page 1)
reasons. A college town with a
charming, historic main street,
Castleton is not a place one
would expect an act of such vi-
olence. It’s still unknown what
precipitated the attack—was it
random? did he know her?—
but it has shaken the town and
surrounding area to its core.
Things like that don’t happen
here, we thought. But clearly it
does happen here, and it hap-
pened to someone named Hon-
oree Fleming.

Ms. Fleming was 77 when
she was murdered, an ignoble
ending to what had been a rath-
er dignified life. She was an ac-
complished scientist and teach-
er, a beloved wife and mother,
a dear friend to many. And now
all of these things will be over-
shadowed by a senseless act on
a walking trail on a Thursday
afternoon in October. All ac-

counts of her life will forever-
more include the word “mur-
der.”

Castleton University (now
Vermont State University at
Castleton) has been the college
of choice for scores and scores
of students from Brandon,
Pittsford, Proctor and all the
surrounding towns for decades,
if not centuries at this point. So
many people in our community
knew Ms. Fleming, either as
a teacher, an administrator, or
simply as a friend.

I did not have the pleasure
of knowing her but given the
public statements of admiration
and affection from all who did,
I’m sure it would have been a
pleasure indeed.

Harry McEnerny, a Brandon
resident and former colleague
of Fleming’s at Castleton, re-
called that “she had the most
fantastic laugh. I loved when

digital@addisonindependent.com

INDEPENDENT
[)I(EJTF!\IJMMWFAEﬁ?

DIGITAL DOESN'T HAVE T0 BE HARD

Here at the Addy Indy we have always seen it as our job to
help connect your business with its clients.

As times change and technology evolves, pairing
digital services with your print advertising campaigns
is the best way to quickly & efficiently connect with the
community.

Independent Digital Marketing can help you
better reach our region with:

DIGITAL DIRECTORY
MANAGEMENT

CONTACT US TODAY TO GET STARTED!

802-388-4944

addisonindependent.com/independent-digital-marketing @ "

WEB DESIGN &
DEVELOPMENT

ORE

she came to plays I directed be-

cause if she thought something

was funny, it

Colleen Wright of Sudbury said
to me in a text. “She was such
an incredible

was obvious. |
got to see her
over and over
again  defend
the integrity of
the institution.

“As a friend, Hon-
oree was awesome.
She was funny, a in
great cook, very so-
cial and kind. And

researcher. She
was published
so many times
scientific
journals, did
such ground-

Uoreally - ap- opo1pas tough. She — Preaking work
preciated that . on uterine
about her.” kept going ﬂ'_lrough cancer cells,

Monica theworstthings remarkable in
McEnerny, that could happen a male-dom-
also a former  tg g person but inated  field.
colleague  at never got jaded or But she was
Castleton, re- . also a great
membered bzttgr. She loved her mentor for
Fleming as “a Jamily, she loved educators. She
vivacious, in- her studies. She was at Trinity,
tellectual, and loved her home_ ”? Middlebury,
community- _ : and Castleton
minded friend. Colleen Wright during her ca-
She will be reer, develop-
missed.” ing programs and inspiring stu-

“Honoree was so brilliant,”

dents.”

“As a friend, Honoree was
awesome. She was funny, a
great cook, very social and
kind. And she was tough. She
kept going through the worst
things that could happen to a
person but never got jaded or
bitter. She loved her family, she
loved her studies. She loved
her home.”

“And the thing is, if the per-
son who shot her had, instead,
asked for assistance or a meal,
she would’ve been the first to
help.”

It is fundamentally unfair
wheneveralife is ended through
someone else’s derangement.
We may never know why she
was targeted that day. But we
can right some of this horrific
wrong by remembering her not
by her fate but by her life.

Brandon Energy Committee

A New Mini-Library for Brandon and vicinity
brought to you by The Brandon Energy Committee
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Are you interested in hearing
some different perspectives on

adults. There are books about
climate resilience, building your
own net-zero home, installing
solar panels, cutting back on gar-
bage and plastics, and even the
the role of trees throughout his-
tory.

The library focuses on new
books published in the last few
years, with a few new editions
of older books, such as “A For-
est Journey,” which was origi-
nally published in 1986, and a

revised edition of Bill McKib-
ben’s “Earth.” The books were
purchased from The Bookstore
with a grant, which members of
the energy committee secured.
The mini Energy Library is
open whenever the downstairs
door to the Town Hall is open.
Abookshelf'is set up with these
books just outside the door to the
Brandon Free Public Library.
It’s the honor system. Just pick
a numbered card on which you

the energy crisis?
Or in getting some
ideas on small and
big changes you can
make in your ev-
eryday life to help
our country become
a leader in this en-
deavor? Or even
something to enter-
tain you?

Then, your next
trip to the Brandon
Town Hall should
include a stop at
the small library of |
books waiting for
you.

There are books
by Rachel Carson
(latest edition), Bill
McKibben, Greta
Thunberg, Elizabeth
Kolbert, and many
others. There are
storybooks for kids
and books for young

Tl%R%RY

will write your name and
phone number and drop
that into a sealed box.
Then use the clipboard
to enter your number
and the title of the book
or books which you are
borrowing. Because it is
a small library, we ask
that you keep the book
for no longer than two
weeks.

I am sure you will
find fascinating reading
among the choices avail-
able to you. Right now,
I’'m engrossed in “A
Year with No Garbage.”
I’'m hoping not to see
Harriet as often as I do
now—at least not at the
transfer station.

Kathy Clark

Brandon Energy

Committee volunteer
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2013 Hyunda

: 2015 Buick
— Encore
&4 AWD, 129k
‘ $8995

Accord
4dr. 141k
$9900
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Outback
215K
$6995

SALES & SERVICE

* Grease * Oil * Brakes
e Exhaust * Shocks * Tires

g 2011 Toyota
“5 Camry 4dr,
199K
$6995

== 2013 Chevrolet
Cruze

4dr. 135k
$5995

2017 VW
Tiguan
AWD, 144k
$9900

2016
Chevrolet

147k $6995

e ‘—'l 2012 Ford

Fusion
4dr. 145k
$6995

Camry
4dr, 160K
$8995

- ;]. 2013 Honda
A CR-V
173k AWD
$9900

#=1 2014 Nissan
-J  Xterra
4x4, 213k
$8995

=2~ 2012 Toyota

Corolla
4dr. 200k
$6995

2016 Dodge

135k $9900

| “13 Jeep Grand
il Cherokee
Laredo

4x4,183k $9900

- *| 2013 Honda
Pilot
4x4, 180k
$10,900

200 LX
131K
$8995

_{ 2013 Subaru

Impreza

M 172k $6995

5o 2019 Nissan
4| Frontier

Ext. Cab 4x2,

138k $12900

2016 Ford
Fusion
184k
$7995

B 2009 Toyota

¥ Scion XB
147k
$6995

2014 Jeep
Patrlot

127k $6995

2013
Chevrolet
Tahoe LT

163k $11900

2011 Ford
{ Fusion
181k
$5995

| 2015 Jeep

Compass
4x4,144k
$7995

2012 GMC
Yukon XL
132K
$11900

A ‘11 Jeep Grand
# Cherokee

Laredo 127k
$10900

2014
VW Jetta
4dr, 5sp, 89K

$9900

www.dankearneys.comn
775-2915 « 770 Business Rt 4A, Center Rutla

Pilot EX-L
4x4, 187K
$8995

TRYS

And Used Cars

g 2012 Hyundai
Santa Fe
4x4, LTD,

189k $6995
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STUDENT: Cameron Bradbury
GRADE: 3

SCHOOL: Lothrop
HOMETOWN: Pittsford

| MEDIUM: Paper and paint

B e B TEACHER: Matt Aucoin

STATEMENT FROM MR. AUCOINI
Cameron is a diligent and creative artist.

S
@ it 2023
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Morris can plaster a cer- Yolanda to complete the rest
tain wall in 3 hours. It would of the wall by herself?
also take Yolanda 3 hours to
plaster that same wall. If A) 90 minutes
Morris and Yolanda begin B) 108 minutes
to plaster the wall together C) 126 minutes

C'mon Mama.,
let's walk for }

at the same time, working D) 144 minutes
at their respective rates, and E) 162 minutes
Morris leaves after 18 min-

utes, how long would it take Answer on pg.21

Call 247-8080 for details.

Advertise
itin
the Reporter!

Yard
Sale?

Sunshine
and Rainbows!

A PUP APTLY named Sunshine stands
beneath a beautiful double rainbow in
Brandon.

Photo by Judit Schneider
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Get Ready for a Fabulous Fall!

50% off bushes and perennials including Magnolia and

Dwarf Alberta spruce trees.
A
Open daily 10-5
Sundays 12-5
Closed Tuesdays
- C/\(\_D
7 Open until Oct. 31

e Mums are here!

3 for $25

* Pumpkins & Fall

decor

* Spring Bulbs
* 50% off most

II items in gift shop

\\\\\\«[/{9)

Home and Garden
2473 Franklin Street (Rt. 7 South) « Brandon
w 802-247-0062 - Cell 324-0613
&14 Tim and Mary Shields, owners

. Like all things vintage?

are on page 24!

A/ZZ\NEW ENGLAND
W JWOODCRAFT

New England Woodcraft is
always looking for new talent
willing to learn new skills and bring
the organization forward for
generations to come!

Interested in building and growing
your career?

Call (802-247-8211),
email (tray@newoodcraft.com)
or stop by to see what
opportunities we have for youl!

¢ Knoll Orgha

l‘j A
Apples uvulluble on the stand und plck-your-own
Homemude C|der Donuts and AppIe Ples dum

H’Fresh Pressed Clder Muple Syrup, Honey, Vermont artisan
B cheese Jums Plckles Apple Buh‘er Pumpkins and Squash

Frltruys-Monduys 9AM -5
" 1672 East Road, Benson, VT 05743

Chefl,( avallablllﬂu at CobbleKnollOrchard.com, Facebook or Instagram. ﬁ fj
? . _— -

The Stevens Farmstead

BY LYN DESMARAIS

I needed an extra-large
wreath one year and found
Jane. I reconnected with her
recently at the Brandon Farm-
ers Market where I snagged her
last Vermonter Apple Pie. Ab-
solutely delicious. I'm always
curious about our farmers and
producers who feed us here in
Vermont, and how they feed us.

Jane Costello is a 9th-gener-
ation Vermonter on her mom’s
side. No family member cur-
rently lives on their family
farm.

“My mother's family settled
in Pittsford during the Revo-
lutionary War and ended up
in Cornwall,” she said. “Our
family farm was built in 1803
there. Her family lived there
continuously until 1986.”

Jane has always lived in the
Champlain Valley. She has a
farm in Sudbury which she has
named The Stevens Farmstead.

“My mom was Dawn Stevens
and she passed in 2012. She
taught me 90% of everything
I know about cooking and gar-
dening. I named my farm after
her, to honor my family. I was
renting from Champlain Or-
chards for years while looking
for places in Cornwall. I'd been
seriously looking for a house for
about a year. I kept looking and
seeing this one, and saying oh,
Sudbury it’s kind of far. Final-
ly, I came and looked at it and
I loved it. It was in much bet-
ter shape, less money, and less
taxes. I love it here. I bought it
in January. When spring came,
I learned that some of my land

was not super useful. It’s very
ledgy, so it can't be tilled. But
it could be good pasture. I was
married my first year here and
we raised some meat goats. I
might go back to that, no, not
my marriage, but possibly the
meat goats.”

“I grew up in a little house
on two acres on Route 116 in
Middlebury. I went to school
in Middlebury. I did a live-in
internship after high school at
Taproot Morgan Horse Farm
in Hinesburg. 1 worked with
horses for 20-odd years. I've
been working in restaurants
my whole life too, because you
can't live on horse-job wages. |
was pretty much always work-
ing multiple jobs: teaching,
working at a horse farm, work-
ing at a local restaurant. When
I first moved to Shoreham, I
was cooking at the Middlebury
Co-Op, and I was bartending
at Cattails in Brandon. Around
2010, I started the kitchen and
created the first menu for Otter
Creek Brewing Company and
worked there for a year and a
half. The summer before my
mom passed, I left there and
went to work at Champlain Or-
chards. I worked there on and
off for eight years. I managed
the pie bakery, and I helped
them with events. For a while
I sold their hard cider, so I
traveled all over Vermont and
New York. That was fun. I left
Champlain Orchards in 2020
because my own business had
become successful enough for
me to do it full-time. I finally
didn't have time for two jobs.

I had started my catering
business, very part-time, in
2014, selling my food at the
Vergennes Farmers Market. My
catering business slowly grew
from that. Any vegetables or
flowers that I grow supplement
my catering business. I make
meals for the Giving Fridge in
Middlebury. The Giving Fridge
was part of the ‘Everyone Eats’

Program established by FEMA
in Vermont during Covid-19.
The idea behind ‘Everyone
Eats” is to provide locally
made meals, using a percent-
age of local produce for local
families in need. I always in-

clude at least 50% local food
in my meals. The ‘Everybody
Eats’ federal program officially
ended in March but has been
continued by Bethanie Farrell
and the Giving Fridge through
fundraising.

I make meals for the Ver-
mont Farmers Food Center in
Rutland. 1It’s the ‘Everyone
Eats.” I make meals for the
Rutland Online Farmers Mar-
ket, and I provide vegetables
for the Farmacy Program. Last
week, I delivered 125 pounds
of tomatoes to them, which I
try to do every other week. I
also grow peppers. My toma-
toes and peppers were saved
from the bad weather this year
in my wonderful 100-foot
greenhouse.

In addition to these pro-
grams, I do a 10-week meal
share where anyone can order
dinner for two once a week and
I deliver it to your house on a
Tuesday. Finally, from May
through October, 1 provide
baked goods to or cater food for
various farmers markets, festi-
vals, and events like the Bristol
Harvest Festival and The Foot
of The Mountain Snow Travel-
ers annual dinner.

My passions are cooking,
horses, working on my 1875
(See Stevens Farmstead, Page 23)



Names lost

(Continued from Page 2)
Louis Wilfred Filion, was also
baptized at Immaculate Heart,
underscoring the unsolved mys-
tery of why they later left the
Catholic Church.

As 1 connected these two
Fields families to their common
Filion ancestors in Québec, I
wondered about the origins of
the Fillioe families of Brandon
and Pittsford. With the coopera-
tion of my dear

friend Shelley
(Fillioe) Martel
and the research
of her brother
Brian  Fillioe,
we documented
several gen-
erations  back
to this couple
buried in St
Mary’s  Cem-
etery in Bran-
don: John and
Matilda Fellio.
It took some
light cleaning
to make the
stone  legible.
[See John Fellio
stone]. Names
and dates on
a  gravestone,
however, may
not be accurate
or complete.
Matilda’s death

Pittsford Fire Dept.

UNTED

OCTOBER 20-21 & 2/-28

Tickets sold from 6-9 pm
Admission includes Wagon Ride

date does not state she lived to
be 100! From church and census
records, John Fellio/Fillioe, was
born in Québec around 1829
[not 1837], son of Jean Bap-
tiste Filion and his wife Julie
Audet. They moved to “Kiss-
ville” [Keeseville] New York in
the early 1830s, a time of very
poor record keeping for immi-
grants, exacerbated by frequent
moves. One of the truly laugh-
able attempts at indexing their
name came out as “Feelyou!”
By 1900, Matilda and John Fel-
lio/Filoe, together with three
generations of their family had
moved to Brandon. [See photos
from Brian Fillioe].

While ruminating about other
families with similar spellings,
I connected the ancestors of for-
mer student Josh Felion to the
same set of ancestral grandpar-
ents, John and Matilda Felliio
buried in Brandon. Thus, three
families, Fields, Fillioe, and
Felion are all distant cousins to
one another. One should never
assume that a difference in
spelling precludes a family re-
lationship.
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(e, T LR N G VT o I L T e
HEADSTONES WITH SEVERAL variations of the Fields/Fillioe
family name. Photos by Michael Dwyer

@BA@K BY POPULAR DEMAND

$10 for Adults—over 12 years old

$5 for Children—6 to 12 years old
(Too scary for children under 6)

For more information contact Tom Hooker (802) 236-0048 or (802) 483-2281

=

HO

426 Plains Rd.
Pittsford
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Calendar of events

October

Mondays

Brandon Rec offers Aikido classes

Come to Brandon Town Hall for Youth classes at 5 p.m.,
and adult classes at 6 p.m. Beginners and spectators
welcome. Visit www.aikidovermont.org for more infor-
mation, including fees.

I'uesdays

Maclure Library Story Time Playgroup

Looking for a fun, educational playgroup for your 2-5
year old? Look no further! From 10 a.m. - 12 p.m.

join Miss Allie , a certified teacher, for a weekly FREE
literacy-based playgroup. Light snacks will be provided,
along with stories, crafts, songs, games, and more. To
register, please email allie.griffiths@rcpcc.org with your
child's name, age, and contact information for your
family.

Friends Zone

The Friends Zone will be initially open 3 hours per week
at the Brandon United Methodist Church on Tuesdays
from 12-3 p.m. at 1 Franklin Street, Brandon.Social-

ize with old friends, make new ones. Sip some soup
while you sip a drink. Be puzzled for a bit, sorting out

a puzzle, or hold an Ace in the hole until the right mo-
ment to play it. If so inclined, you can bring to the table
a struggle of your own to work on or your thoughts on
developing the Friends Zone or improving our lives.

The door is open. Our minds are open. Our hearts are
open.

All are welcome in.

For more information contact pastors Reverend John
Hardman-Zimmerman (hzfm@hotmail.com or (802) 282-
7532) or Vicki Disorda (vqueenoftheearth@gmail.com or
(802) 345-4125).

Pins & Needles Craft Club at the Brandon Free Public
Library

Drop in from 5:30-7:00 p.m., and bring your projects to
work on.

Wednesdays

Ping Pong

The Green Mountain Table Tennis Club would like to
announce the beginning of its new season!

The club has begun playing on Wednesday evenings
starting at 7 p.m. It will meet nearly every Wednesday
year-round in the gym at the Rutland Area Christian
School in Rutland, located at the corner of Melrose Ave.
and Lincoln Ave. in Rutland, a block from the intersec-
tion of Route 7 and Melrose Ave. (110 Lincoln Ave.,
Rutland, VT 05701)).

Being a part of this unique and exciting club offers a va-
riety of activities, including regular practice, a challenge
board, clinics for beginner and advanced play, singles
and doubles, inter-club events with other table tennis
clubs, and even tournaments.

If you are interested in table tennis as a recreational or
athletic activity, we're interested in you! There is a mod-
est membership fee of only $30, although you can come
twice free as our guest. Bring your sneakers and paddle
(or use ours) and have some fun playing a great game
of "Pong!”

For further information about the Green Mountain Table

Tennis Club, visit our club’s website at www.gmttc.com.
Yoga Prana Shakti Zoom & Studio Chair Yoga, Gentle,
Wednesdays

From 10:30-11:30 a.m. at 155 Woodstock Avenue in
Rutland Lina Cloffe Hanson (Parvati) offers an Earth
Conscientious, Spiritual, Gentle Physical Yoga Practice.
We meet on Mondays via zoom. Contact for Zoom link.
(There is also a Monday Zoom only class)

Not everyone can get up and down off of the floor eas-
ily making traditional yoga classes difficult. If you have
physical limitation or a health issue this might be the
ideal class for you. With the help of a chair most people
can practice yoga and reaping the benefits of increased
circulation, balance, flexibility, mobility, strength and
more.

We spend a fair amount of the time exercising in a
seated position in the chairs but if possible, we also do
exercises standing, using the chairs for support. The
exercises can be adjusted for individual needs and we
move at a comfortable pace. | think will soon notice a
difference once you start. Looking forward to seeing
you in class!

Lina (Parvati) has 20 plus years of experience teaching
and a lifelong personal practice.

To stay tuned if there are any cancellations, follow on
Facebook and get on email list.
$15/class

Thursdays
h Storytime at the

Brandon Free Public
Library
Join Ariana at 11:00
a.m. for a story and a
craft. Age 7 and under
recommended. Stay
for a cup of coffee!

)

Ukulele Group

Free at the Chaffee
Arts Center from 12-1
p.m., for adults & 12+. This is not a class but a group
enjoying playing the ukulele together, Must pre-register,
There are a limited amount of in-house instruments to
reserve.

Attendees will be led through specific sheet music by
musician Steven Wilson. All levels are welcome.

Open Mic at Red Clover in Brandon
Join us starting at 6 p.m. for a rousing good time!

Fridays

Chaffee Arts Center All About the Arts Free Class for
kids 3-5

From 11am-Noon...FREE! Students will have fun creat-
ing and doing activities with art, music, literature, and
more!

One free book per student will be given weekly (while
supplies last) thanks to our partners at Rutland Free
Library. Adult must accompany children under age 4.
Must pre-register by Wednesday each week Instructor:
Lori Sullivan; Minimum 3.
Maclure Library Knit-

ting Circle

Come join us weekly

to share projects from v

noon —2:00 p.m. .
-~
o o2

Ml ;-

Corn Hole at the God-
nick Adult Center

By request, we will have
drop-in cornhole in the

Rec Hall on Fridays from 2-4 p.m.

Play with whoever shows up each time or just practice

your cornhole skills!

Sundavs

Brandon Town Hall Painting with Crystal

Crystal Ketcham leads an all ages painting event!

Yes, you CAN paint! More info, contact
Crystal at
ceastman88@gmail.com

“The study of art is the most important
study a garden designer can pursue.”

Fridav 13th

Going:

aroun

Queen City Ghostwalk Darkness Falls Tour

Our Darkness Falls tour was created by historian and
author Thea Lewis (Haunted Burlington, Haunted Inns
and Ghostly Getaways of Vermont, and more). This
perennial favorite, chosen one of New England's best
haunted walks by both Yankee Magazine and AAA,
features some of Burlington's most infamous characters
and intriguing haunts; theater ghosts, smugglers, serial
killers, and more. Generally suitable for individuals ten
and up. Some sensitive subject matter. Parental discre-
tion advised. All ticket sales are final, no refunds, no ex-

Sweater Weather Soiree: A

Come Alive Outside and the Real
Rutland are delighted to co-host the
first ever Sweater Weather Soiree
on October 14th from 3:00 PM to
8:00 PM. This free fall extravaganza
is at the Center Street Market Place
in Rutland, Vermont, and promises
to be a day of fall festivities and
community spirit, including a truck
full of puppies, live music and
sweaters of all stripes and sizes.

What can folks expect at the
Sweater Weather Soiree? Here's a
peek at some of the festivities:

Homegrown Delights: Folks can
purchase yummy treats from Marble
Valley Catering and Inspired Cook-
ies and warm up with a cup of
Chaga Chai. They can also explore
local products and goods at various
vendor stalls, including Fairy Hair,
Rutland is Rad, and Phoenix Books.

Smooth Tunes: Musician Elizabeth
Reedy will play at the soiree, set-
ting the mood for the event, while
emcee Nanci Gordon will bring the
energy and keep the fun rolling.

Free Activities: Enj
tive activities and g
by Come Alive Out
Rutland organizatic
Alive Outside for a
stroll through dowr
at 4:30, or sing son
“scary-oke" our Ha
karaoke, instead.

Sweater Swap and
ready for a sweater
tion at 3pm, where
trade or bid on fun
sweaters. Bring a s\
simply pick a new ¢
swap is free to all.
Auction has items f
along with national
bid. Auction-goers
new favorite autum

Butternut Goldens
Golden

Retrievers

will wag

their way

into the /
soiree. Visit i
them for p
pets, pics, i I
or both!

Outdoor Movie Sc
sun sets, gather wit
family for an outdo
Scary Stories to Tel
6:00 PM to 8:00 PV
based on a book se
adults and is rated
freaky creatures an:
scares. All children




con
d town

changes. Need more information? From 8:00-9:15 pm,
$25.00. See our FAQ page at queencityghostwalk.com.

Friday 13th Saturday 14th

Friends of the Rutland Free Library October Book
Sales

10 Court St., Rutland, VT 802-773-1860

Friday, (10 - 4) and Saturday, (10 -2)

Public Always Welcome

Thousands of organized, gently used books, CDs, DVDs
and puzzles for all ages.

Always a broad selection of rare and antique books.

All purchases by donation only. Limit of two grocery
bags per family. No book dealers.

Proceeds to support library programs
and collections and designated
library projects.

www.rutlandfree.org

The new Vermont folk-grass group
Marsh Lights features the singing
and songwriting of Colby Crehan
(Bluegrass Gospel Project and PossumHaw) with her
PossumHaw bandmates

The new Vermont folk-grass group Marsh Lights will be
appearing at the Old Fire House in Tinmouth, VT on
Friday, October 13, and the Vergennes Opera House on
Saturday, October 14. The group features the singing
and songwriting of Colby Crehan, former vocalist of the
Bluegrass Gospel Project and PossumHaw. She reunites
with her former PossumHaw bandmates after 6 years to
present new, original acoustic folk-grass music with a

Fall Fantasy in Vermont!

oy fun interac-
ames provided
side and other
ns. Join Come film. -
1 urban legends
town Rutland

e tunes during
lloween-themed

Auction: Get
swap and auc-
patrons can

<y and cozy fall
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retailers up for
might find their
n fashion piece!
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reening: As the
h friends and

or screening of

| in the Dark from
. Scary Stories is
ries for young
PG-13 for gore,
] supernatural
under 16 must

be accompanied by an adult. Bring
a chair or blanket to sit on the grass
and enjoy the

[ J
The Sweater
Weather Soiree '
is a FREE event,
and no RSVP
is needed. We
invite the com-
munity to come
together, cel-
ebrate the joys
of fall, and make
unforgettable memories.

Join Come Alive Outside and

Real Rutland on October 14th at

the Center Street Market Place in

Rutland, VT, from 3:00 PM to 8:00

PM for the Sweater Weather Soiree.

For more information, visit www.
comealiveo-
utside.com or

follow us on

social media

@comealiveo-
\ utside.

The Sweater
. \Weather
Soiree is proudly sporisored by
Vermont Country Store, SVCOA,
Marble Valley Catering, Rutland
Regional Medical Center (RRMC),
Mountain Cider, Rutland Free
Library, and Rutland County Solid
Waste. Their support has allowed
Come Alive Outside to create a
quintessential fall celebration in the
Green Mountain State.

Family friendly Opera
October 13th &14th

BARN Opera and The Lyric Opera of
Whoville present Rossini’s “La Ceneren-
tola” (“Cinderella”), a kid-centric, fami-
ly-friendly production designed to engage
children even if they can’t understand the
original Italian, which will be presented
as “Who language” (from Dr. Seuss).

At the BARN Opera House, 1386 Pearl
Street in Brandon. Tickets and additional
information at barnopera.com.

hyper-literate edge and beautiful execution.

The group had their regional debut at the Whallons-
burg Grange in Essex, NY, where Manager Mary-Nell
Bockman said, "the combination of talent, passion, and
songwriting in the band is breathtaking."

Vergennes Opera House president Gerianne Smart
added, "There is something about Colby's voice, her
delivery, the harmonies and her emotional commitment
to the songs that resonates deeply with audiences.
Several years ago, the Bluegrass Gospel Project chose
the Vergennes Opera House as the venue for their final
concert, and we haven't forgotten that special night.
We are all looking forward to welcoming Colby back to
our historic stage."

Colby and her bandmates have received accolades, in-
cluding Vermont Vocalist of the Year and Vermont Song
of the Year (Tammie Awards, Barre-Montpelier Times-
Argus). The group's strong rapport built over years

of performing together makes for a band that can go
light and heavy, solemn and joyful, fast and slow.

"We are so excited to be back on the stage in
Vergennes and Tinmouth," says Colby Crehan. "After
years of performing at the VOH with the Bluegrass
Gospel Project and at the Old Firehouse with Possum-
Haw, it really feels like coming home for us."

Marsh Lights' new songs explore bravery, darkness,
spirituality, and grace with lyrics that often employ
metaphoric places and female heroes and perspec-
tives. And Marsh Lights pulls from the old songbook of
PossumHaw, particularly the songs found on their last
recording, the live 2017 album Limberpine.

"While | don't write autobiographical songs," says Colby,
"| can always relate to the characters and stories in the
songs in a deeply personal way. | hope our listeners will
feel the same connection.”

In addition to Colby's lyrical pieces, the band also plays
instrumentals written by banjoist Ryan Crehan and man-
dolinist Stephen Waud. "The instrumentals are high-

energy, expressive and a lot of fun. They provide a great
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contrast and really set the stage on fire" says Colby.

Marsh Lights is Colby Crehan on lead vocals, rhythm
guitar and keyboard, Ryan Crehan on vocals, banjo and
harmonica, Charley Eiseman on vocals and lead guitar,
Steve Waud on vocals and mandolin, and Mitch Barron
on vocals and upright bass.

Sunday 15th

MiddleburyUCar Show and Fall Festival 2023
See more than 75 classic cars and trucks alongside ven-
dors, great food, live music, raffle drawings, and more!

Join us in Middlebury, Vermont on Sunday, October
15th for our Car Show & Fall Festival, hosted by the
Addison County Chamber of Commerce and the Better
Middlebury Partnership! See more than 75 classic cars
and trucks alongside vendors, great food, live music,
raffle drawings, and more! With kids' activities as well,
this event is fun for the whole family and free for specta-
tors!

Sun at 10:00 am- 3:00 pm
Triangle Park, Main StreetMiddlebury

“Bootified Brandon™

Halloween
Decoration Contest!

Brandon is loaded with creative people as well as
folks who just like to have fun! So it makes sense
that Brandon Rec would collaborate with friends
Barbara Scribner from the Inn on Park Street (check
out their amazing decorations already!) and Trish
Lafayette to create a townwide Halloween decorat-
ing contest!

Registration is on the Brandonvt.myrec.com web-
site. For $10, you’ll be able to register your house
and have a chance to be the Halloweenest house in
town! The DEAD-line for registration is Octo-
ber 20. Voting is $1 per vote, and will be taken at
various businesses, where you can also get maps of
participating, Boo-tiful houses during the week of
October 20-26. The winners will be announced at
Spooksville, the famous Trunk or Treat at Estabrook
Park on Friday, October 27, from 5 to 6:30 p.m.

Categorgies will be: Homes, Businesses, and
Apartment Complexes. And the prizes are pretty
cool! So get your Zombie friends to vote for you,
with plenty of pictures on social media and beyond!
Let’s have fun!
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OFF THE SHELF

Adult Fiction

The Wren, The Wren
by Anne Enright

Nell McDaragh never knew her
grandfather, the celebrated Irish
poet Phil McDaragh, but his love
poems seem to speak directly to
her. At twenty-two, Nell leaves
her mother’s orderly home to find
her own voice as a writer, ghost-
blogging for an influencer, and to
live a poetical life. As she chases
obsessive love, damage, and tran-
scendence, in Dublin and beyond,
her grandfather’s poetry seems
to guide her home. Nell's mother,
Carmel, knows the magic of her
father's poetry too well, and she
struggles to reconcile “the poet”
with the father whose desertion
scars her life, along with that of
her dutiful sister and mother. “The
Wren, The Wren” brings to life
three generations of McDaragh
women who must contend with
the inheritances of a man who is
lauded in public and carelessly
selfish at home.

The Caretaker
by Ron Rash

In the 1950s, Blackburn Gant, a
victim of childhood polio, seems
condemned to spend his life as
the sole caretaker of a hilltop
cemetery in Blowing Rock, North
Carolina,. It suits his withdrawn
personality, and the inexplicable
occurrences that happen from

DID YOU KNOW?

We will be offering basic
computer classes again!
The first one is Email
and Google Basics,
Wednesday, Oct. 18 at 4pm.
Please contact the library
to register: 802-247-8230

time to time rattle him less than
interaction with the living. But
when his best and only friend,
Jacob Hampton, is conscripted
to serve overseas, Blackburn is
charged with caring for Jacob's
wife, Naomi, as well. Sixteen-year-
old Naomi Clarke is an outsider in
Blowing Rock, considered poor
and uneducated, who works as a
maid in the town's most elegant
hotel. When Naomi eloped with
Jacob a few months after her ar-
rival, the marriage scandalized the
community, most of all his wealthy
parents who disinherited him.
Shunned by the townsfolk for their
differences and equally fearful
that Jacob may never come home,
Blackburn and Naomi grow closer
and closer until a shattering devel-
opment derails numerous lives.

The Unsettled
by Ayana Mathis

From the moment Ava Carson
and her ten-year-old son, Tous-
saint, arrive at Philaelphia’s
Glenn Avenue family shelter in
1985, Ava is already plotting a

H M
BRANDON

FREE PUBLIC

LIBRARY

way out. She is repulsed by the
shelter's squalid conditions: their
cockroach-infested room, the
barely edible food, and the shifty
night-security guard. When Tous-
saint’s father, Cass, reappears, she
is swept off course by his charisma,
and the power of his radical vision
to bring about a bold new way
of living. As Ava becomes more
enmeshed with Cass, Toussaint
senses the danger simmering all
around him—his well-intentioned
but erratic mother and the intense,
volatile figure of his father. He
begins to dream of Dutchess
and Bonaparte, his home and
birthright, if only he can find his
way there.

Shadow Speaker: The
Desert Magician's Duol-
ogy: Book One
by Nnedi Okorafor

Niger, West Africa, 2074. When
fifteen-year-old Ejii witnesses her
father's beheading, her world
shatters. In a time of mind-blowing
technology and seductive mysti-
cism, Ejii embarks on a journey to
track down her father's killer. With
a newfound friend by her side, Ejii
comes face to face with an earth
turned inside out—and with her
own mystical ability. And then she
discovers that her travels across
the sands of the Sahara have a
deeper purpose.

OUR ANNUAL APPEAL FOR 2023

Deay Friends and Neighbors,

Thank you for your ongoing support of the Brandon Free Public Library’s
operating budget. We rely on our community to fund a large portion of our
annual operating budget and your gift helps bridge the gap between the town

B H

HELP BUILD
YOUR '

LIBRARY

appropriations that we receive and the total cost of operating the library.

2023 has been a very busy year so far:

o The summer reading program offered 29 events with overall attendance of 425 children.

o Adult-focused programming offered 94 events with attendance of over 800 adults.

« Librarians offered 17 Teen events with attendance of 154 teens.

» We serve ~6000 patrons in Brandon, Leicester, Sudbury, Goshen, and Forestdale.

YouY g ity is i mpo Y+ant! Over half of our annual operating

budget comes from direct donations, grants, and Friends of the Library
fundraising events. As in years past, we invite you to make a one-time
or sustaining gift. Your financial support of the Library ensures that
this cornerstone of our community continues its work, so please

give what you can. Stop into the library or visit our website at

https://brandonpubliclibrary.org/annual-appeal/ and donate directly.

With Gratitude and Appreciation,

O y2e.

David Roberts, President of the BFPL Board of Trustees
vermont.roberts@gmail.com / 617-512-3894

Flasher deemed to display
'insufficient evidence' for charges

October 2

* Brandon Police Department
(BPD) was called to Mulcahy
Drive and Arnold District Road
for a report of a man on a Marble
Valley Transit bus who was having
a mental-health episode, frighten-
ing other passengers, and refusing
to disembark. Responding officers
were able to get the man off the
bus, at which point he left the area
on foot. Officers were called back
to the area later in the day because
the same man was acting strangely
and yelling at himself. The man re-
fused to interact with the officers
and walked off again on foot. No
criminal behavior was observed
and no further police action was
taken.

* Police responded to Lovers
Lane for a report of a disabled ve-
hicle. The driver was found to be
okay and went on her way.

* Police were dispatched to an
alarm activation at Blue Seal on
Alta Woods. The alarm company
subsequently called to cancel the
dispatch because the alarm was de-
termined to be accidental.

October 3

* Officers briefly halted traffic
on Grove Street at the request of
Xfinity so that a utility wire could
be installed.

* Police conducted a directed
patrol in Park Village on Mulcahy
Drive. No activity observed.

* Vehicle stop for driving on the
shoulder on Franklin Street. Driver
was issued a ticket for driving an
unregistered vehicle and given a
warning for failure to maintain
travel lane.

* BPD responded to a report of
a woman at North Street and For-
estdale Road who was walking a
small dog and had fallen. Officers
determined that she may have been
suffering from dementia. She was
given a ride home to the care of her
husband, who was provided with
information about support services.

* A parent came into the lobby of
the BPD to report a sexual assault
of a minor. The incident was deter-
mined to have occurred in Pittsford
and the parent was asked to contact
the Vermont State Police for further
investigation.

* BPD responded to a residence
on Forestdale Road for a report of
an untimely death. It was later de-
termined that the cause of death of
the individual was due to natural
causes.

* BPD was contacted by the Vet-
erans Administration Hospital in
White River Junction to request a
welfare check on a patient who had
ignored medical advice and left the
hospital prematurely after surgery.
The individual was located at his
residence on Franklin Street and
found to be ok.

Brandon

Police Report

* Vehicle stop on Park Street
Extension for stop sign violation.
Warning issued.

» Officers responded to Han-
naford Supermarket for a report of
a man stripping his clothes off in
the parking lot. Officers found evi-
dence that the man had been smok-
ing crack cocaine and was possibly
still under the influence. Brandon
Area Rescue Squad was called to
the scene to evaluate the individu-
al. Investigation is still ongoing and
criminal charges may be brought.

October 4

* An officer on patrol observed
a car in the parking lot of the Jiffy
Mart on Grove Street after the busi-
ness had closed for the night. The
officer spoke with the man in the
car and determined that no criminal
activity was underway.

* Officers attempted to locate a
vehicle entering Brandon that had
been the subject of a Be-On-Look-
out for erratic driving. The vehicle
was not located.

* A parent contacted BPD to re-
port that her son was being bullied
at Neshobe School. The situation
is being handled as a disciplinary
matter within the school, as no
crime had been committed.

* Police initiated a traffic stop
on Grove Street in the parking
lot of the former Cattails Res-
taurant for possible drug-dealing
activity. The driver fled the scene
when confronted and led the of-
ficer on a brief pursuit before the
officer abandoned the chase. The
driver was identified as Dustin Ma-
linowski. Criminal charges will be
brought at a later date and several
traffic tickets will be issued to Mr.
Malinowski. Investigation ongo-
ing.

* Traffic stop on Franklin Street
for failure to maintain travel lane.
Warning issued.

* Traffic stop on Arnold District
Road. Warning issued.

October 5

* An officer received a report of
suspicious activity at the intersec-
tion of Conant Square and West
Seminary Street regarding an indi-
vidual who was allegedly exposing
his genitalia to the public in front of
an open window at a residence. The
incident was investigated and there
was insufficient evidence to sug-
gest a crime had been committed.

* BPD received a complaint re-
garding suspicious activity on High
Pond Road in which a mailbox was

(See Police report, Page 19)



Police report

(Continued from Page 18)
damaged. Investigation ongoing.

* A house on Steinberg Road was
burgled. The incident is currently
under investigation.

* A citizen on Morning Dove
Lane submitted information to
BPD about ongoing criminal activ-
1ty.
* A lost wallet found on Forest-
dale Road was returned to its own-
er after being turned into BPD.

* BPD responded to a serious
single-car accident on the Gap
Road in Goshen. One of the ve-
hicle’s occupants was transported
to the hospital with serious injuries.

October 6

* A complaint was referred to
Vermont OSHA regarding a report
that was made to BPD concerning
an employee-safety issue at a busi-
ness in Brandon.

* Two-car motor vehicle crash on
Center Street in Brandon, near the
River Pub. No reported injuries and
both cars remained drivable. The
cause was determined to be lack
of care when one car attempted to
leave a parking spot.

* BPD assisted Brandon Fire
Department with traffic control on
Champlain Street at the scene of a
couch fire.

* BPD investigated an alleged
violation of a protective order on
Mulcahy Drive. No violation was
found.

* Vehicle stop on Franklin Street
for a potential safety violation. No
enforcement action taken.

* Vehicle stop on Franklin Street
for speeding. Ticket issued.

October 7

* Property watch at Jiffy Mart on
McConnell Road.

* Property watch at Jiffy Mart on
Grove Street.

BPD received a report of a th
* eft of tires and a rack on Lake
Dunmore Road. The theft was
determined to have occurred in
Leicester and the reporting party
was referred to the Vermont State
Police.

e Directed traffic enforcement
conducted on Forestdale Road
because of residents’ complaints
about speeding. No violations
noted.

* BPD responded to a report of
an unconscious woman in a car
on Town Farm Road. Officers de-
termined that she had just fallen
asleep while waiting for assistance
with her disabled vehicle.

* BPD investigated threats made
to a juvenile riding on the VAST
trail by a resident of Forestdale. In-
vestigation ongoing.

e BPD received a complaint
about dirt bikes being ridden up
and down Church Street. Officers
were unable to locate the bikes.

« Officer assisted Brandon Res-
cue with a lift assist on North
Street.

October 8
* Traffic enforcement on Frank-
lin Street at High Street.
e BPD received a complaint

about ATVs on Deer Run Road. In-
vestigation ongoing.

* Directed patrol on Grove Street
at Pine Hill Cemetery.

* Police assisted Brandon Res-
cue with a lift assist on Dyer Street.

* Vehicle stop on Franklin Street
for defective equipment and failure
to display license plates. Warning
issued.

* Vehicle stop on Franklin Street
at Park Street for following too
closely. Warning issued.

* Police observed what appeared
to be an abandoned vehicle at the
Masonic Lodge on Park Street Ex-
tension. Investigation revealed that
the owner had permission to be
there.

* Police received a report of a
vehicle driving erratically on Route
7 near Otter Valley Union High
School. Officers were able to locate
the car and pull it over on Carver
Street. The driver was found to be
extremely tired. No criminal activ-
ity observed.

* BPD located two individuals
trespassing by vehicle at the McK-
ernon Group building on Jones
Drive. Police cleared the building
and found no further criminal ac-
tivity.

* Vehicle stop on Lovers Lane at
Grove Street for failure to display
license plates. Warning issued.

* Vehicle stop on Arnold District
Road for failure to maintain travel
lane. Warning issued.

* BPD assisted Brandon Res-
cue with a lifeline activation on
Mulcahy Drive. It was determined
that the activation was accidental.

* BPD assisted Brandon Fire
Department to gain access to a resi-
dence on River Street.

x*

ARIES March 21-April 20

Aries, this week you may invite a friend
over who shares all of his or her good en-
ergy with you. It's just the boost you need
right now to have a positive few days.

TAURUS April 21-May 21

You ma* have an urgent need to get
physically active, Taurus. That can propel
you to get a gym membership or to
organize a walking club with some local
friends.

GEMINI May 22-June 21

Gemini, some shake-ups at work may
leave you wondering how secure things
will be for you moving forward. Start
asking a few pointed questions.

CANCER June 22-July 22

You are in the process of widening your
field of opportunities, Cancer. This may
translate into taking a trip overseas or
even across the country for a little bit.

WEEKLY HOROSCOPE

LEO July 23-Aug. 23

Your typically amicable personality could
be nowhere in sight this week, Leo.
Perhaps you are feeﬁng disrespected and
bullied and want to advocate for yourself.

VIRGO Aug. 24-Sept. 22

There are moments when everyonegets
strong feelin?s of where they should be
heading in life, Virgo. Sometime this
week you could receive an epiphany
moment.

LIBRA Sept. 23-Oct. 23

Take a few moments this week to go over
spending, as you may determine that you
have to reel in your budget a little more
than you had expected, Libra.

SCORPIO Oct. 24-Nov. 22

Scorpio, this week you could be inspired
by someone who comes across as a
natural leader. Learn from this individual
about how you can become more asser-
tive.

SAGITTARIUS Nov. 23-Dec. 21
Sagittarius, even though you have been
instrumental in your involvement with
a particular situation, there is not much
more you can do this week. Let it rest for
now.

CAPRICORN Dec. 22-Jan. 20

table this week, especially with those

Capricorn, put all of your cards on the

close to you. They deserve to see the big-
ger picture if they are involved with you.

AQUARIUS Jan. 21-Feb. 18

The week ahead may be trying for you,
Aquarius. You may have to prove yourself
to loved ones by offering a speech or
other actions. It could be emotionally
draining.

PISCES Feb. 19-March 20

Pisces, Kou can look forward to your busy

week ahead because the time is going to

fly by. Do not schedule anything extra, as
ou will not be able tofit it in for the time
eing.

412 &3 &3 &8 &3 &4 &8

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS

Oct. 13 Nusrat Fateh Ali Khan,

gawwal and ghazal singer (d)
Usher, singer (45)

Fela Kuti,

musician and singer (d)

Nico, singer (d)

Eminem, rapper (51)

Wynton Marslais, musician (62)
Peter Tosh, Reggae artist (d)

Oct. 14
Oct. 15

Oct. 16
Oct. 17
Oct. 18
Oct. 19

The Reporter, October 11, 2023 — Page 19

Brandon SB

(Continued from Page 1)
permitting process.

Mr. Hopkins and Board
Member Tim Guiles completed
additional FEMA emergency
management training.

The town attempted to obtain
decibel-measurement  equip-
ment to help resolve a noise
dispute between neighbors but
was not able. Mr. Hopkins felt
that the town had done as much
as it could do to resolve the
matter.

Delinquent property taxes
were $393,561 and are now
$402,505. Delinquent water/
sewer fees

Brandon taxpayers were being
asked to pay for services de-
livered to other towns and that
Brandon should charge for the
use of its police force.

Mr. Hopkins suggested that
he could initiate discussions
with Goshen, Sudbury, and
Leicester, if the Board wanted
to begin the process of formal-
izing contractual relationships
with those towns for use of
Brandon’s police force. It was
noted that an analogous rela-
tionship already exists between
the Town of Goshen and Bran-
don Fire Department (which is

not under the

were $289,046
and are now

After a lengthy

control of the
Brandon Select

$252, 357. and sometimes Board).

B o ar d contentious discus- Mr.Guiles
Member  Bri- . duri hich noted that the
an  Coolidge "Slon’ uring whic Board should
asked Mr. it was suggested not take any

Hopkins about
repair costs of
the plate-glass
windows at
the Town Of-
fice, which had
been the sub-
ject of previ-
ous discussion.

that perhaps Bran-
don should re-
think even offering
[electric] charging
stations at all, Mr.
Coolidge’s motion
to increase the cur-
rent rates failed in

action on the
idea until it had
been  warned
as an agenda
item at a future
meeting. It was
agreed to leave
the matter there
and ask Police
Chief Kacha-
jian to attend
the next meet-

Mr.  Hopkins
said that he
a 2-3 vote.
had received
one quote in

the range of $20K and that one
other company had visited the
site but had not yet submitted
a bid.

Mr. Coolidge also inquired
about the parking lot in front
of the Brandon Inn, which also
had been the subject of previ-
ous discussion. Deputy Town
Manager Bill Moore stated that
the Inn had posted signage in-
structing guests to park behind
the Inn and unless the Board
wanted to change the status of
that public parking lot, it could
not compel people to park else-
where in order to free up spaces
for the other businesses along
that stretch. Board Chair Tracy
Wyman noted that the Inn’s
rear parking was full on a re-
cent visit and that the Inn itself
seemed to be enjoying high oc-
cupancy recently.

Mr. Coolidge then inquired
whether the Brandon Police
Department (BPD) was com-
pensated when it assisted with
matters outside of Brandon’s
jurisdiction, an apparent refer-
ence to a recent car accident on
Route 73 in Goshen, to which
BPD had responded. Mr. Hop-
kins replied that BPD is not cur-
rently compensated for these
assists and that it responds to
outside requests as a matter
of public safety. Mr. Coolidge
expressed some concern that

ing to discuss
the idea.

Recreation Department Di-
rector Bill Moore then gave a
brief summary of some of the
Rec Department’s recent ac-
tivities. He had been on vaca-
tion and did not include a writ-
ten report with the Selectboard
packet. He mentioned that the
weekend’s Harvest Fest had
been a success and that 66 Leaf
People had been bought and
created. He also mentioned that
he was awaiting a quote for the
resurfacing of the tennis court
at Estabrook Park.

During the Public Comment
segment of the meeting, Mr.
Coolidge stated that he had
been “disgusted” by what he
saw as the wastefulness of a
mailing that the Brandon En-
ergy Committee had sent out
to advertise an event to local
businesses. Mr. Coolidge felt
that the cost of the postage was
not justified and that there were
better ways to communicate
with the public. He was joined
in his concern by Brandon resi-
dent Sharon Stearns, who noted
that she had received multiple
mailings at her three business-
es, even though those business-
es were all at the same address.

Ms. Stearns also stated that
she did not feel that it was ap-
propriate for the Energy Com-

(See Brandon SB, Page 31)
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'SHARING CREATIVE TALENTS'
BRINGS ART AND POETRY T0
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
OF BRANDON

L e s

"SHARING CREATIVE TALENTS” at the United Methodist Church of Brandon
brought together artists from the Methodist and Congregational Churches in
Brandon. In addition to the artwork, poetry by Mary Oliver, Ruth Stone, and
Marge Piercy was shared. Pictured here are (clockwise from top left) Wyatt Wa-
terman, Sue Wetmore, Vicki Disorda, and Joanne Cathcart. Ms. Disorda holds a
photo of the Methodist Church whose origins are shrouded in mystery. If anyone
recognizes the artist, please contact The Reporter or the Methodist Church.




Games at the Library
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(Continued from Page 3)

ing anywhere from 16 to 25 kids
on any given Tuesday (the club
meets from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m.). Any
child who wants to learn is wel-
come to join and will be given a
starter deck to begin play (they
can keep the deck after they’ve
attended a few club meetings).
Drzewianowski estimates he’s
distributed over 25 decks since
the club formed. And the club’s
growth also prompted him to
seek outside funding to keep up
with demand.

“We got some grant money,
and I was even able to buy some
of the rarer cards that the kids
wanted,” said Drzewianowski.
The gaming clubs received
$2,500 from the Walter Cerf
Foundation (specifically for
Pokémon), about $2,000 from
the Livak Foundation, $500 from
Nifty Thrifty, and $100 from the
Brandon Area Toy Project.

Much of the grant money was
used to fund the Pokémon camp
that the library ran this past
summer. The camp was a big
success, enrolling 14 kids who
met from 12 to 3 p.m. Tuesday
through Friday. The camp culmi-
nated in a tournament with priz-
es. The library will offer another
Pokémon camp during February
school vacation and again next
summer.

“Working with kids all day
long, I learned a huge apprecia-
tion for teachers,” laughed Dz-
rewianowski.

Magic: The Gathering (MTG)
is another popular trading-card
game kids can learn at the library.

A bit more complex than Poké-
mon, it’s more suitable for kids
11 and older. In MTG, players
are “Planeswalkers” who travel
between dimensions (planes)
and do battle with one another,
by casting spells, wielding arti-
facts, and summoning creatures,
all of which depend on the spe-
cific cards that a player holds in
their deck. MTG cards are more
expensive than Pokémon cards,
so the library MTG club plays
a version called “Commander”
in which cards can be printed at
home rather than purchased. The
MTG club meets at the library on
Tuesdays from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.
and usually has 8 or 9 members.

And then, of course, there’s
the classic role-playing game
Dungeons & Dragons, known
widely as D & D. The structure
of D & D is very different from
the trading-card games in that
the players take on roles them-
selves and immerse themselves
in an ongoing story (“‘cam-
paign”). The roles will be famil-
iar to anyone who enjoys Lord of
the Rings and other fantasy lit-
erature/movies: wizards, elves,
clerics, etc. The narrative is con-
trolled by someone who acts as
Dungeon Master (DM) and who
essentially creates the world in
which the campaign takes place.
The length and complexity of
play make D & D appropriate for
older kids and adults.

“D & D is great for teens be-
cause you get to try on different
personas,” said Drzewianowski.
“You can play as the character
you always saw yourself as in

KIDS PLAYING POKEMON at the Brandon Free Public Library’s summer camp. The game requires
players to collect cards in order to pit characters against each other in battle.

A

your head.”

Campaigns can

other week.

Drzewianowski is aided in
these gaming clubs by Cary
Palmer, who recently moved to
the area from Florida and had
been a judge for Pokémon and

MTG tournaments down there.

last days,
weeks, months or even years.
Drzewianowski once played a
campaign that lasted three years.

The D & D club meets every

Brandon

Answer: (D)

If Morris can complete
the wall in 180 minutes (3
hours), then in 18 minutes
he can complete 1/10 of
the wall (since 18 is 1/10 of
180). The same would apply
to Yolanda. So, together they
would complete 1/10 + 1/10
=2/10=1/5 of the wall in 18
minutes. Therefore, Yolan-
da would have to complete
the remaining 4/5 of the wall
by herself. If it takes her 3

Brain Buster
Answered

hours to complete the entire
wall, then it would take her
4/5 of that time to complete
4/5 of the project. If 3 hours
is 180 minutes, then 4/5 of 3
hours would be 4/5 x 180 =
144 minutes.

Alternatively, since Mor-
ris and Yolanda work at the
same speed, their working
together is equivalent to just
one of them getting twice
as much done in the same
amount of time. In other
words, in the 18 minutes that

'k o o

J1

they worked together, they
got as much done as just one
of them would have done in
36 minutes. So, if Yolanda
had worked alone for 36
minutes—and could finish
the whole wall in 180 min-
utes—then it would take her
an additional 180 - 36 = 144
minutes to finish the project.

. G EER 1
ERIC DRZEWIANO

WSKI SHOWS off some the Pokémon cards

he's collected for use by kids in the Pokémon club. “It's an easy

game for kids to pick up,” he said.

“Cary has definitely taught me
things I didn’t even know,” said
Drzewianowski. In fact, mutual
assistance is key to the clubs.
More experienced players help
out newcomers.

“It’s to everyone’s advantage
to help boost the quality of play,
so the older kids want to teach
the younger ones how to im-
prove.”

There are also gaming stores
in Middlebury and Rutland for

Photo by Steven Jupiter

anyone interested in exploring
this world with their kids, or
even for themselves.

“The big thing is social inter-
action,” said Drzrewianowski.
“It teaches kids how to interact
with other kids. It teaches sports-
manship. We always end with
‘good game,” no matter how it
went. We really just want to
build a good community.”
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LEAF PEOPLE INVADE BR |

BY STEVEN JUPITER

BRANDON—Once again,
Brandon has been overrun by
Leaf People, those scarecrow-
like creatures that emerge from
their hiding places every au-
tumn and scare the daylights
out of passing motorists who
slam on their brakes when they
catch sight of one seemingly
about to wander right into the
road.

But whence came they?

The story goes back to
Wood’s Market in the 1970s,
when Bob and Sally Wood cre-
ated and posed the figures in
vignettes around the farm, as a
way to draw attention to their
farmstand.

“We had around 30 of them,”
said Sally Wood recently. “We
had a farmer and his wife. We
had a witch in a tree. We had
kids playing ring-around-the-
rosy.”

“People would stop to buy
apples and take their pictures
with them,” added Bob and
Sally’s daughter, Pat. Pat re-
calls donating her black high-
school graduation dress and
boots to the witch in the tree.

Warren Kimble then had the
idea of turning the scarecrows
into a Brandon trademark by
planting them all over town.
The idea took off and by the
90s, it was an annual tradi-
tion overseen by the Brandon
Chamber of Commerce (BCC).

“We took [the Woods’] idea
and ran it through the rest of
the town,” said BCC Execu-
tive Director Bernie Carr. “We
put them all through downtown
and on the roads coming into
town and in the parks. People
loved them, except for the peo-
ple who hated them.”

It was Mr. Carr who had the
stroke of Halloween genius
this year to place a Leaf Per-
son in a white wedding gown
in the middle of the ancient
town cemetery behind the Con-
gregational Church, where she
seems to wander among the
stones looking for a long-lost
love. A photograph of the fig-
ure earned hundreds of likes in
a cemetery-enthusiasts group
on Facebook, with dozens of
people clamoring to know what
town she could be found in.

(See Leaf people, Page 28)

SOME OF THE current crop of Leaf People around Brandon. Bernie Carr’s stroke of macabre genius
gave us Cemetery Bride, who developed a following on Facebook. Below her are a happier family

in Kennedy Park. Photos by Steven Jupiter



Annual tire recycle and resale event provides
fiscal benefits and transportation support to Vermonters while heating homes

Wheels for Warmth shows no signs of tiring in eighteenth year

(BARRE, VT) — The turning
leaves are a sign of the chang-
ing seasons and that it’s time to
schedule the tire changeover.
But in a year when Vermonters
are facing unprecedented loss-
es, damages, restoration, and
recovery, the annual Wheels
for Warmth event needs every
tire people can spare to con-
tinue the work of driving safely
and living warmly in Vermont.

The annual tire recycle and
resale event collects tires from
around the state to be either
recycled or sold at two area
events on Saturday October
28th. Proceeds from the event
go to emergency heating assis-
tance throughout Vermont pro-
vided by Capstone Community
Action, BROC Community Ac-
tion and Champlain Valley Of-
fice of Economic Opportunity.

“This effort has had so many
benefits since we started it al-
most 20 years ago,” said Gov-
ernor Phil Scott. “But with so
many Vermonters in need fol-
lowing our historic and cata-
strophic flooding, alongside
rising costs in just about every
area, it’s more important than
ever for us to find ways to help
our neighbors and our commu-
nities. Wheels for Warmth is
a great way to do both, and I
hope to see record turn out this
year so we can keep Vermont-
ers warm and keep our state
clean.”

In eighteen years, Wheels for
Warmth has raised $670,000
for emergency fuel assistance,
sold

25,000 safe donated tires and
recycled 50,000 unsafe tires.
We have also seen over 1,100
volunteers contributing time
from over 120 companies or

organizations, resulting in over
25,000 volunteer hours.

“Wheels for Warmth exem-
plifies the power of a commu-
nity coming together to solve
a problem. This event supports
low-income Vermonters strug-
gling to afford to keep warm
in our harsh winters, connects
Vermonters to good used tires
to keep them on the road safely
and securely and properly recy-
cles worn tires to reduce envi-
ronmental impact,” said Alison
Calderara, chief of advance-
ment and programs of Cap-
stone Community Action. “The
partnership that makes it hap-
pen is priceless and Capstone
is excited to continue to be a
part of this timeless Vermont
tradition of neighbors helping
neighbors.”

Tires will be collected
Thursday, October 26 and
Friday, October 27 from 2
pm—6 pm at Vermont Granite
Museum, Barre; and Casella
Waste Systems, Williston; Ca-
sella Construction, Mendon, 1
PM - 5 PM Stowe Events Field,
Stowe.

The tire sale will take place
on Saturday, October 28 from
8 am—12 pm in two locations:
Vermont Granite Museum in
Barre and Casella Construc-
tion in Mendon.

If tires cannot be re-sold
those tires are recycled at $5
fee per tire, $10 fee per truck
tire. To learn more about the
event visit wheelsforwarmth.
org or find the event on Face-
book: facebook.com/wheels-
forwarmth and Instagram: @
WheelsForWarmth.

Capstone Community Ac-
tion was founded in 1965 and
works to overcome poverty by

serving people in crisis and cre-
ating economic opportunity for
people and communities. Cap-
stone’s programs include emer-
gency food, heat assistance,
housing counseling and home-
lessness intervention, savings
and credit coaching, business
counseling, workforce devel-
opment, home weatherization,
transportation  access, and
child and family development
programs in Early Head Start/
Head Start. We serve nearly
11,000 people through these
programs each year. www.cap-
stonevt.org.

About Champlain Valley
Office of Economic Opportu-
nity (CVOEO)

As a social services organiza-
tion with nine distinct yet inter-
connected programs, CVOEO
addresses fundamental issues
of economic, social, racial,
and environmental justice and
works with people to achieve
economic independence.
Formed in 1965 to carry out
the Economic Opportunity Act
of 1964, CVOEO is a 501(c)
(3) nonprofit organization that
relies on support from vari-
ous sources, including federal,
state, and local governments,
foundations, corporations, and
individuals. With a dedicated
and passionate staff of more
than 200 employees, CVOEO
offers a holistic and client-
centered approach to serving
individuals, families, and com-
munities and provides vital
support to 20, 200 Vermonters
every year.

To learn more about CVOEOQ,
its mission, impact, and pro-
grams, visit WWw.cvoeo.org.

BROC Community Action’s
mission is to provide hope, op-
portunity and a path forward
out of crisis or poverty so our
neighbors and communities
thrive. We have a two-pronged
approach to helping our neigh-
bors in need — we provide as-
sistance to people in crisis and
we provide a sustainable path
forward. Treating everyone
with respect and dignity, we
lead by example and advocate
for people of low income and
those living in poverty. BROC
Community Action offers an
array of programs and services
in both Rutland and Benning-
ton Counties such as our Com-
munity Food Shelf, Housing
program, Home Weatheriza-
tion, Crisis Fuel, Micro Busi-
ness Development, Child and
Adult Care Food Program and
the Rutland County Communi-
ty Justice Center; just to name
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a few. Please check out www.
BROC.org for more details.

Stevens Farmstead

(Continued from Page 14)

farmhouse, and hanging with
my dogs.

I host the occasional din-
ner party with friends or take

and retail. My stand opens the
weekend before Thanksgiving,
and of course, I make pies, lots
of pies.

To get on her email list for

4-mile walks with my dogs. pies, wreaths or food email
In November, I ‘take a break’ Jane at:

to become a wreath-making tThestevensfarmstead @

machine, binding together gmail.com

400 wreaths. I sell wholesale

REAL ESTATE

— Sunset Hill Condo

DUNMORE CONDO: A sunset Hill condo
excellent views of Moosalamoo & Dunmore.
*! Summer living on a great lake: swimming, paddle
il boarding, fishing, kayaking, boating, biking &
hiking/mountain biking trails. Delightful camp for
Summer living. Being sold mostly furnished. Open
= living/dining area - vaulted ceilings, remodeled
) kit. w/new stove & refrigerator. Shower Bath
: “ newly remodeled. Propane parlor stove. 2 BRs, a
\uonderhl! screened porch cornpleies 444 square feet of living space. Wood & carpet flooring. Storage
Shed. About 15 min. Brandon or Middlebury. A restaurant and general store are also close by. The HOA
fee is about $2,000 per year. The cottage is part of Sunset Hill Condominium Association, a seasonal
association that includes a great sandy beach and lake side patio and a playground area. $é

WhittakerRealEstate.com 802-247-6633
(802)236-9076(T) {802)236-9075(C)
Tom@WhittakerRealEstate.com
Top of the Hill, Brandon, VT

Stylish home in great condition. Woodland Park custom build,
featuring a bright and crisp interior with a vaulted ceiling in
the kitchen, dining, and living areas and a roomy loft above
the bedroom. The open layout and large window banks really
connect the house to its country setting. The home is sited on a
private 15.44 acres with a small pond and stream, and panoramic
views of the surrounding woods. A detached one-car garage

provides additional storage. Close to Lake
Hortonia and Lake Bomoseen with quick
access to Route 30. $205,000

802-236-9112 - Wendy@RoweRealEstate.com
RoweReal Estate.com

EAL ESTAT
247-3449
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Can you identify any of the people
in these vintage photos from

Mim Welton’s Dateline Brandon
newspaper archives? Let us know!

Recognized

Frederick Pocket identified this man as Paul
Houle of Leicester.

Dorothy Miner also recognized her son in
law, Paul Houle.

Additionally, Dorothy Miner recognized Joe
"Jody" Bertrand, Jr. who lived in Brandon.

E-mail ads@brandonreporter.com
if you can identify someone in
these photos.

Or call us at 247-8080




Crossword

CLUES ACROSS

1. Information

5. Seaport (abbr.)

8. Agricultural disease (abbr.)

11. Riding horses

13. Boxing's GOAT

14. Hurt or discomfort

15. A small sharp knife to trim
vegetables

16. A beaver builds one

17. Horizontal passage into a
mine

18. Self-immolation by fire rituals

20. Chain bar with lots of games
(abbr.)

21. Goo Goo Dolls’ hit

22. Agreeable

25.In an early way

30. In a way, struck

31. It's there in the morning

32. County in the S. Pacific

33. Central Florida city

38. Numbers cruncher

41. Mexican beers

43. Lawyers say you can indict
one

45. Capital of South Australia

47. Wings

49. Drug used to treat HIV/AIDS

50. Fencing sword

55. Capital of Qatar

56. Portable bed

57. Afflicted

59. Lying down

60. Midway between northeast
and east

61. Spiritual leader of a Jewish
congregation

62. Inflamed

63. Soviet Socialist Republic

64. Impudence

Sudoku
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CLUES DOWN

1. A way to fish

2. Greek mythological figure

3. Scarlett’s home

4. Assist

5. More doleful

6. Premeditated

7. Dish featuring minced food

8. San Diego ballplayer

9. Eight

10. Unwelcome picnic guests

12. Human gene

14. Bucket

19. Make full

23.Dirt

24. Person cited as ideal
example

25. A part of (abbr.)

26. The 17th letter of the Greek
alphabet

27.Very long period of time

28. Gas usage measurement

29. North American native
people

34. It says "moo”

35. Folk singer Di Franco

36. Resinlike substance of
certain insects

37. Residue

39. Grand homes

40. Popinjays

41. Man who behaves
dishonorably

42. Figures

44. One who watches over
children

45. Expressed pleasure

46. No longer living

47. Hebrew calendar month

48. Part of the ear

51. Swiss river

52. Prejudice

53. ltalian Island

54. Resist authority (slang)

58. Criticize

SPONSOR THE RCHS AD FOR $275 A MONTH CONTACT GEORGE@BRANDONREPORTER.COM OR CALL 802 236-4662

Here's how a sudoku puzzle

works: Sudoku puzzles are

formatted as a 9x9 grid, 1 7 8 6

broken down into nine 3x3

boxes. To solve a sudoku 8 6 9

every row, every column and

every box must contain the 1 7 4

numbers 1 through 9. Each

number must appear only 3 9

once in each row, column

and box. Figure out where

to fill in the missing numbers 6

by using the numeric clues

already provided in the 1 7 3

boxes. The more numbers

that are filled in, the easier it 3 6 7

gets to solve.

5 4
8 2
Level: Intermediate
PUZZLE SOLUTIONS
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Help Support RCHS by
Becoming a Monthly Donor!

Do you want to make a difference for the homeless animals every month? You can now sign up for our monthly giving
program, and let the animals in our care know you're there for them all year long! It's super easy to sign up once,
and then all you have to do is kick back and relax, knowing that you're helping those animals that need food, medical
care, and love. Monthly giving is an easy, efficient, and tax-deductible way to make a difference for the animals all
year long. You can make a big impact with a small monthly donation while helping so many animals each year. By
becoming a monthly donor, you can give the animals in our care hope, as we work towards a more humane community.
Visit rchsvt.org and click on the blue “Donate” button to sign up today or call our business office at 802.483.6700
for any questions.

1 COULD BE THE NEW FRIEND YOU'VE BEEN LOOKING FOR!

Not only is Sadie a stunnlng girl, she is as sweet as can be She arrived at RCHS from a busy
shelter in Texas. During her time in the south, she was in a foster home with other dogs and
got along with them well. Sadie is more of the laid back type of girl, she enjoys a walk or a
romp around the yard, but will also love to curl up beside you on the couch for a snooze. If
you are interested in meeting Sadie stop by the adoption center Tuesday-Saturday 11am-4pm.

MEET ARYA - 5 YEARS OLD. SPAYED FEMALE. DOMESTIC SHORT HAIR. GREY TIGER.

Arya is a beautiful girl who has been through a lot in her life. She came to us on July 4 because her
previous owner passed away. When she got here, she was very shut down and grieving the death
of her owner. She will need someone who will be patient with her. Her personality is starting to
bloom. We think she would do best in a quiet house where there is not a ton going on. She did
have a brother, so we are assuming she does well with other cats. We do not have a history on
how she will do with dogs or kids. If she sounds like your type of cat, please stop by to visit with &
her. The Adoption Center is open Tuesday through Saturday 11 AM - 4 PM.

RUTLAND COUNTY

HUMANE SOCIETY
802-483-6700 « WWW.RCHSVT.ORG
765 STEVENS RD. * PITTSFORD

OUR ADOPTION CENTER IS OPEN
TUESDAY-SATURDAY FROM
11AM-4PM.
”./ NO APPOINTMENT NEEDED.
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BRANDON'S HARVEST FEST CELEBRATES FALL

L A Au i

PEOPLE CAME FROM far and wide to ride ponies, hula hoop with EmmaJeanne Hoops,
make Leaf People (Arturo Mendiola is pictured with the wooden frames he made for the
occasion and Bernie Carr is hidden among some that the Chamber was selling pre-made).
66 Leaf People were created at the event, so keep an eye out for new Leaf Peeps around
town! Photos by Steven Jupiter
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Mew Mexicd
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Leaf peop

(Continued from Page 22)

In 2021, the Brandon Rec-
reation Department took over
the project and this past week-
end folks were invited to create
their own Leaf People at Bran-
don’s Harvest Fest at Estabrook
Park. Wood-and-burlap frames
(built by Arturo Mendiola) and
piles of old clothing were pro-
vided. Sixty-six of the figures
were made by fairgoers, to be
planted in yards all around the

area.

Other towns in Vermont,
most notably Shelburne, have
copied the idea. But no one
does it with as much heart as
Brandon.

So, the next time you’re in
Brandon, keep an eye out for
these autumn visitors. You
might find one where you least
expect.

Restaurant
gaz'de

Gl Bvoce

A%

11 Center Street, Brandon, VT

From Provence to You
De la Provence a Vous

Wednesday — Saturday: ~ Want a reservation? Please
11:30 a.m.=9 p.m.

Sunday: 10 a.m. - 9 p.m.

book through the website
bttps:/feafeprovencevt.com
orcall (802) 247-9997

ﬁ FOOD, FRIENDS & FUN @

Full Menu 7 days a week
Eat In or Take Out

P Prime Rib Every
Friday & Saturday

Available for Parties E from 4-9 p.m.

25 North Street, Proctor = 802-459-3320

Ad design included in pricing
Call 802 236-4662, or email
george@brandonreporter.com
for more information

THE BOTTOM THREE photos are of
some of the original Leaf People on
the Wood farm in Brandon, including
the witch that wears Pat Wood's grad-
uation gown!

Photos provided
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Otters love to play in water

Despite the terrible weather, Otter Valley beat Rice 16 to 8! Go Otters!

Photos by Virginia Carroccia

QAT OCT. 14, T-10PM

Brandon American Legion

$10 per person
Music by DJ Kaos out of Burlington
Benefit for the Brandon Carnival

“«_ . Vermont Lumber

Gagnon

Lumber 1§
- Native LU

* Bark Mulch - Delivery Available

Hemlock Framing Stock ° Pine Shiplap Siding
Pine Tongue & Groove ° Custom Cut Timbers

89 Stevens Road Pittsford, VT | 802-483-6550
Mon-Fri: 7am-4pM & Sat: 8AM-12PM | www.gagnonlumber.com

Planting - Pruning - Removing - Repairing
Stump Removal - Timber Harvesting < Land Clearing « Firewood

Educated, Experienced and Fully Insured Professionals

iy

Tree, land/&Forest ELEZL1E
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Business

& Service
Directory

Ad design included in price. Call The
Reporter today at 802-247-8080 or
email ads@brandonreporter.com

Accounting

LAURIE L. BERTRAND
Certified Public Accountant

Bookkeeping & Payroll Services
Individual & Corporate Tax Preparation
Experience You Can Count On |

4 Carver Street, Brandon « By Appt. Only
465-8362 « fax 465-8438 ;

Accounting

Sharon L. Stearns, CPA, PLLC

Accounting, Tax & Consulting Services

Tax Planning
& Tax Return
Preparation

Individuals, Bookkeeping
Small Business Payroll
& Non Profits | Quickbooks
P. O. Box 22, 900 Pearl Street, Brandon, VT 05733
sharon@stearnscpa.com ¢ www.stearnscpa.com

(802) 247-8300 e By Appt. Only

Auto Body Shop

Auto Repair

Certified Collision Experts

‘ I-m All Makes and Models
[\

Working with all
Certified Technicians Insurance companies
(802) 388-9961

Mon-Fri 8am-5pm
2196 Rt 7 South,
Middlebury
stonecdjr.com

stanwadireom

Hometown Service from
Your Hometown Dealers!

Factory-Trained Technicians
Servicing all makes and models G

G Stone Motors Stone
36 Boardman St,, Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram
Middlebury 2149Rt7So., Middlebury
(802) 388-6718 (802) 388-9961

gstonemotors.com stonecdjr.com

Auto Sales and Leasing
STONE CHRYSLER DODGE JEEP RAM

NEW AND USED CARS AND TRUCKS

Skylar Silloway

Sales & Leasing Consultant

We will take anything in trade!

Bus: 802-388-9961
Fax: 802-388-6708
ssilloway@stonecdjr.com
www.stonecdjr.com

2149 ROUTE 7 SOUTH | P.O. Box 748 MIDDLEBURY, VT 05753-0748

Beauty Salons

Delilah’s Hair Studio, LLC
\ Full Service Hair Care
for Men, Women and Kids.
Cuts e Color ¢ Highlighting e Tanning

Manicures e Artificial Nails e Lashes

l@l Skin Treatments with Kim

from Brunswick Medical Aesthetics
Welcoming Zoe Elliott. Now accepting walk-ins.
802-247-3345 e 25 Center St., Brandon VT 05733

Excavating

Flooring

1963 —— Celebrating 60 Years —— 2023

arkowshi

Excavating, Inc.

RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL « INDUSTRIAL
Dozers. Excavators. Heavy Hauling.
Top Soil. Gravel. Sand.

P.O. Box 69 Florence, VT 05744
Phone: (802) 483-6469 Fax: (802) 483-6978

B TN e

Wales Floors, m&

For a free estimate
call 802-877-8323

Fully insured
Custom & non-toxic finishes

Installation, refinishing & restoration of
residential and commercial wood floors

Hair Salon

. SHEILA'S
F

"~ HAIR STYLING

> Cuts « Colors
N\ O Wash & Sets
~// | '\ Men «Women « Children
Accepting New Clients ¢ Walk-Ins Welcome
Weds-Sat 10-6  Evenings by appointment

3 Franklin St. | Brandon, VT | 802-247-6829

Massage

B2 il Bwéf? xR

MASSAGE THERAP

Cea J 2

Certified Massage Therapist Since 1993
Therapeutic Massage: Swedish/Esalen

Residential Care Homes

N\ Soft Tissue Release ® Cupping ® S
VT Registered
(802) 247-8106

2 o 24 Hour Personal Care
Wﬂmﬁg@@ « Home Cooked Meals

Residential Care Home [N Ca Nl

Level Il « ERC Care » State Licensed [RSNNNOVERUIAT |

o Exceptional Staff

o Medication
Management

o Daily Activities

« Transportation &
Hospice Care Provided

Keep Your Loved Ones Close to Home

Please call for info 802-247-5987
3 Union Street
and 360 New Road
Brandon, VT

Owners, Mary and Mike Jensen

Restoration

Disaster Recovery, Inc.

24/7 Emergency Services Covering Vermont
www.DisasterRecoveryInc.com
« Water Damage Drying/Clean Up
» Mold Remediation

« Carpet Cleaning & Deodorization
« Smoke and Sewage Cleaning

S 877.765-6340

Fully insured & certified

Storage Containers

STORAGE CONTAINERS

Rentals & Sales

Delivered To Your Location
Safe & Secure - Water Tight
Great for Seasonal Storage,
Renovation Projects
or Job Sites

Welding

TICIARS

Welding, LLC
Tom Bouchard
131 Leicester-Whiting RD Whiting, VT 05778
Phone# 802 989-1271
Email: tomsweldingllc@gmail.com
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(Continued from Page 19)
mittee to assume that Brandon-
area business owners had not
already researched and rejected
the committee’s proposals. Fur-
thermore, she felt that it was in-
appropriate for a town commit-
tee to promote any particular
private business.

Mr. Hopkins responded that
the Energy Committee has an
explicit “outreach” budget and
that the mailing fell under that
rubric. But he did state that it
was “regrettable” that taxpayer
money, even if budgeted, had
been “wasted” on multiple
mailings to single addresses.

Bernie Carr, Executive Di-
rector of the Brandon Chamber
of Commerce interjected that
the Chair of the Energy Com-
mittee, Jim Emerson, had made
an effort to weed out duplicate
addresses from the mailing lists
they were able to obtain but it
isn’t possible to catch them all.

A representative of the Ot-
ter Creek Communications
Union District then presented
a report detailing its budget for
2024 and its proposal to bring
high-speed internet to “the ru-
ral communities of Rutland
County,” an area encompass-
ing not only Brandon, but also
Benson, Castleton, Chittenden,
Fair Haven, Goshen, Hubbard-
ton, Pawlet, Pittsford, Poult-
ney, Sudbury, Wells, and West
Haven. It’s a $14-million proj-
ect slated to begin in 2024 and
reach completion in 2025. Cop-

CLASSIFIED ORDER FORM

ies of the report can be found
on the organization’s website:
occud.org.

The Board then took up a
discussion of the electric-car
chargers in the municipal park-
ing lot behind Dunkin’ Donuts.
Mr. Coolidge stated that he be-
lieved the chargers should be
financially self-sufficient, in-
cluding eventual replacement
costs. The charging heads have
a lifespan of approximately 10
years and currently cost about
$600 each to replace. The
town’s current rate structure of
$0.75/hr to plug in and $0.17/
KwH for electricity has netted
the town only $110/year, which
Mr. Coolidge deemed insuffi-
cient.

Mr. Coolidge proposed in-
creasing the rate to $1.50/hr
to plug in and $0.30/KwH for
electricity, which Mr. Guiles ar-
gued was out of line with what
neighboring towns were charg-
ing. After a lengthy and some-
times contentious discussion,
during which it was suggested
that perhaps Brandon should
rethink even offering charging
stations at all, Mr. Coolidge’s
motion to increase the current
rates failed in a 2-3 vote, with
Mr. Coolidge and Mr. Wyman
voting yea and all other mem-
bers voting nay.

The Board then voted unani-
mously to approve a new agree-
ment with the Clean Water
State Revolving Fund to reduce
the amount of money the town

* 25¢ per word * minimum $2.50 per ad

* minimum 2 insertions

=
<
=

Name:
Address:

Email:

Or Submit Your Classifed Ads On Our Website! brandonreporter.com

PLEASE PRINT YOUR AD HERE

The Reporter assumes no
financial responsibility for errors
in ads, but will rerun the ad in
which the error occured at no
charge. No refunds will be made.
Advertisers will please notify us of
any errors noted.

Cash in on our 4-for-3 rates! Pay for 3issues, get 4th issue free!

Special 4 for 3 rates not valid for the following categories: Help Wanted Services,
Opportunities, Real Estate, Wood heat, Attn. Farmers, & For Rent).

Phone:

CATEGORIES

needed to borrow from the fund
for the ongoing wastewater
plant project from $1.5 million
to $849,457.00. The town has
received a grant that offset the
amount it would need to bor-
row to complete the project.

The Board also unanimous-
ly approved a warrant in the
amount of $455,428.55.

The discussion turned to a
proposal to use $18,318.00 in
federal grant money obtained
through Senator Sanders’s of-
fice to purchase an electric mo-
torcycle for the town’s police
department, which already has
one. The Board was not en-
thusiastic about the proposed
purchase and did not seem in-
clined to approve it. Ms. Re-
niche-Smith noted that before
they make a decision to reject
the proposal, they should deter-
mine whether the terms of the
grant required that it be spent
on the motorcycle or whether
the money could be used in oth-
er ways. Mr. Hopkins cautioned
the Board that since Sen. Sand-
ers’s office had approached the
town to offer the money, reject-
ing it might be perceived nega-
tively and jeopardize future re-
quests for funding. The Board
ultimately decided to table the
item until it could research the
terms of the grant and speak
with Chief Kachajian, with Mr.
Guiles and Mr. Coolidge voting
against tabling in favor of out-
right rejection.

The Board’s final bit of pub-

DEADLINE

lic business for the evening was
the appointment of six mem-
bers to the Budget Committee:
Doug Bailey, Jan Coolidge,
Neil Silins, Barry Varian, Pa-

tricia Welch, and Peter Werner.
The committee will begin work
on next year’s budget in No-
vember. All meetings are open
to the public.

Classifieds

HELP OFFERED

ODD JOBS: PROPERTY - clean up, junk removal, brush cutting, lawn and
lawn work. Call us today, we do other jobs too! 802-999-2194 - John.

YARD SALE

HUGE GARAGE/MOVING SALES! - Mt. Pleasant, Brandon: 11 North
Conant Drive and 10-11 Sunset Drive. Saturday, October 14, Sunday, Octo-

ber 15, 9am-4pm. Great Deals!

FOR RENT

12'x 25' STORAGE SPACES - in Brandon. Call 802-349-4212.

PUBLIC NOTICES

2,2023.

PUBLIC NOTICE
OTTER VALLEY UNIFIED UNION SCHOOL DISTRICT
OVUUSD is seeking to fill the following School Board vacant seats:
1 - Brandon Representative
1 - Pittsford Representative

The appointed school board members for these seats must be a resident of
the respective town and would serve through to the next election in March 2024.

Interested parties should send a letter identifying the seat they wish to be
considered for and outlining why they would be a good addition to the Board
to Melinda Piper at mpiper@rnesu.org by no later than Thursday, November

The Board intends to take action at the following OVUU School Board
meeting on Tuesday, Nov. 7, 2023 at 6:00 PM at the OVUHS Library.

S

Friday noon for Wednesday paper

] Notices ] Work Wanted
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[] Services [0 Help Wanted
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GOLD SPONSORS: —————+————————————————————— SEASON SPONSORS:

Stewoants Shops

Rutland Regional Friprs DAKE FAMILY INITY Eeaeils . AR TRAc WESAMESUN
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AN EVENING WITH

UPCOMING I8
SHOWS e

CNew: stouws announced each month! & S
NPLUEEES ‘DoN MﬂlEﬂN ,«

—— VISIT PARAMOUNTVT.ORG FOR THE COMPLETE LISTING ——
— — THURSDAY, OCTOBER 12 | 7:30 PM FRIDAY, OCTOBER 13 | 7:00 PM
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wwwBGlowComedy.com

(L4

BRUCE COCKBURN

» : | W 0 SUN O MOON
B & 5\ o CONGERT

A

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 17 | 7:00 PM SATURDAY, OCTOBER 21 | 7:00 PM

’1:1‘“\“ TIME GRAMMY WINNER
Y

5 DIONNE &3
. WARWICK &Y/

—
v*__-.
LIVE IN CONCERT _— "%

/ CHAMPION§

= ‘H\DIHELISSI[!USIH]STS T INCREDIBLE SHAW
) 7

TUESDAY OCTOBER 31 | ? 30PM SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 4 | 7:30 PM FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 24 | 7:00 PM FRIDAY, DECEMBER 1 | 7:30 PM

vermont - Feat. VS0 String b *{ i
vares  Ensemble ‘L ; !
.-} i

4‘*3? 7 i j-"]SIJ B2 u~
Comedian ; - 4§ FEFREAK AccmENTm

. BOB
“MARLEY

SATURDAY, JANUARY 20 | 8:00 PM WEDNESDAY, MARCH 20 | 7:30PM FRIDAY, MARCH 29 | 7:30 PM

SATURDAY, APRIL 20 | 7:00 PM FRIDAY, MAY 3 | 7:00 PM 2 Shows! MAY 28 & 29 | 7:30 PM

TIZKETS AT Herlage Family QNLINE BOX OFFICE

30 CENTER ST.
RUTLAND, VT

802.775.0903




