The Brandon e Pittsford e Proctor ¢ West Rutland e Lake Dunmore e Leicester « Whiting e Sudbury e Goshen

REPORTER

A community supported newspaper

Vol. 28, No. 34

Wednesday, August 23, 2023

DO IT FOR THE ANIMALS

‘For the Luv of Dogs’ car
show brought in $1,200 for the
Rutland Humane Society. See
some of the amazing classic
cars.
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NAMES LOST IN VERMONT

Michael Dwyer tells us how
Santa came to Brandon and end-
ed up off center.
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STEP UP BRANDON
Claire Astone explains the im-
portant Restorative Justice work
done by BRAVO in Brandon.
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eing
FOND REMEMBRANCES

Vicki Disorda shares her mem-

ories of a dear friend and cel-

ebrated Vermont writer, Yvonne
Daley.
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FUN IN THE SUN
‘Slide out of Summer’ at Esta-
brook Park wrapped up the 2023
summer season with fun in the

sun.
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their balancing skills on the logroll.

BY LISA WOLCOTT

Saturday.

PITTSFORD—It was chilly and over-
cast, but people still came out to celebrate
the ‘Sunshine Village’ on Pittsford Day last

There were multiple activities for young
and old alike: log rolling, mini golf, bounce
house, a magic show, a driving simulator,

YOUNG AND OLD came out to celebrate Pittsford on Pittsford Day at the Pittsford Rec Cen-
ter. Vendors, activities, music, and food kept everyone entertained and happy. Here, kids test

Photos by Lisa Wolcott

Pittsford Day shines in
Vermont’s ‘Sunshine Village’

and even a frying-pan throwing contest.

Music was provided by Resolution Band
and Satin and Steel.

Pittsford First Response were on hand to
offer up fried dough and French fries. The
Pittsford Fire Department was also there to
show off its amazing Boo Mobile and remind

(See Pittsford Day, Page 8)

Fred Putnam of Busy Bee
Honey is a busy bee indeed

BY STEVEN JUPITER
BRANDON—For some folks, a bee sting
can cause a serious allergic reaction or even
result in death. For most of us, though, it’s
just a painful reminder that we’re someplace
the bee would rather we were not. And so the
buzzing of a bee in the vicinity, like the rattle
of a rattlesnake, makes many people either
freeze in fear or run in panic. Beekeepers
in action, then, are a fascinating display of
sangfroid in a situation that would send most

of us shrieking over hill and dale.

Fred Putnam of Brandon’s Busy Bee
Honey, however, goes about his business—
managing colonies and collecting honey—as
if walking among tens of thousands of bees
were not the terrifying prospect it would be
for the rest of us. When he invited me to
come learn how bees are kept and honey
is gathered, I immediately told him of my
childhood trauma of being stung multiple

(See Busy Bee Honey, Page 21)

CLOSE UP OF honeybees in an opened
one of Fred Putnam’s apiaries. The raw, unfil-
tered honey is sold through Busy Bee Honey.

‘Broom Art’
showcases

work by Kimble,
Bull, Mayo

BY STEVEN JUPITER

BRANDON—The
conantsquareGallery in Brandon
has a compelling new show of ab-
stract art by a group of prominent
artists who make Brandon their
home. Warren Kimble, Fran Bull,
and Sandy Mayo have had long,
successful careers and have known
each other for years, but this marks
the first occasion that the three of
them have shown their work to-
gether.

The impetus for the show was
the opening of the gallery in the
downtown building that Mayo pur-
chased two years ago from Charles
Powell, Steven Zorn, and Brent
Buehler, who had run the antiques
shop Found Objects in the store-
front there for years. The space
that the shop had occupied was
perfect for an art gallery. And with
the Brandon Artists Guild and the
Vermont Folk Art Gallery already
drawing art lovers to Brandon, it
seems like another gallery would
enhance Brandon’s reputation as
an art hub in the area.

“I was reluctant to open a gal-
lery,” said Mayo in the minimalist,
gray-walled space. “I enjoy studio
work.”

But the gallery is an opportunity
for Mayo to present her own work
and that of artists she knows and
admires, like Kimble and Bull.

The inaugural show isn’t simply
an excuse to haul old work out of
storage. Instead, the three came up
with an approach that was meant

(See conantsquareGallery, Page 9)
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Names lost in Vermont, Part 6: Battis Santa aka
John Center

BY MICHAEL DWYER
“Battis Santa” and “Julia Pot-
way” were married in South
Hero, Vermont on October 19,
1838 by a Justice of the Peace.
With no further information
on the marriage record, their
names, albeit garbled forms,
pointed to their origin in Can-
ada. As a starting point, their
marriage outside the Catholic
Church, would have resulted
in their excommunication un-
less their marriage was later
validated or “rehabilitated” by
a priest. No further record was
found. Julia’s surname was
easier to reorient than Santa’s.
She was baptized as Julie
Lapoetrie at Varennes, across
the St. Lawrence River, from
Montreal, on March 31, 1817.
Wondering if Julie and her
husband left Canada in the
aftermath of the rebellions, I
discovered that Julie’s uncle
Barthélemy Lapotterie, a car-
riage-maker of Varennes, was
arrested on February 18, 1838
for making a dinnertime toast
to the health of rebel Louis-Jo-
seph Papineau. Evidently, one
of his neighbors denounced
him. While freed 11 days after
incarceration, Lapotterie’s ar-
rest underscores the social ten-
sion within his village.
Jumping forward to the cen-
sus of 1900, widow Julia Cen-
ter, age 92 [really 82], lived
with her son Adam Center. A
telling statistic from the cen-
sus: Julia had borne 13 children
of whom only 6 were living.
Having lived in many places,
Julia spent her last days with
married daughter Sophie Ploof
in St. Regis Falls, New York,
where she died in 1909. The
Ploof family gravestone in St.
Ann’s Cemetery with Julia’s
name and dates looks fairly
modern, rather than dating
from the early 20th century.
Only through tracking Julia’s
family through censuses from
1850 through 1880 did her hus-
band’s true identity come into
sharp relief. Battis Santa was
born Jean-Baptiste Henri Pal-
land/Payer dit St. Onge at La
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Présentation, Québec, in July
1819. Only 19 at the time of his
marriage, “Battis,” later known
as John, would have needed his
parents’ permission if married
in the Catholic Church. Thus,
the dit portion of his last name,
St. Onge, was mangled to Santa
and then Center.

In the first ten years of their
marriage, John and Julia Center
had at least six children born in
northern Vermont, their births
unrecorded. I can only specu-
late why they ended up in Mil-
waukee, Wisconsin, at the time
of the 1850 census alongside
the family of Lewis “Lapu-
tra,” Julia’s brother. Their time
west was short-lived because
they were counted in New York
State’s 1855 census in Granby,
Oswego County before com-
ing back to Vermont in 1860.
Searching by last names alone
can lead down false paths. Liv-
ing in Grand Isle, the census-
taker wrote John and Julia’s
surname as Stone! Perhaps the
recorder heard St. Onge and
could not spell a French name.

More moves awaited this mi-
grant family: John, Julia, and
their two remaining children at
home lived in Dickinson, New
York, in 1870, nearby to their
married children. John Center
died sometime before 1900,
probably in New York State,
where vital records were not
as well kept as Vermont dur-
ing this time. One branch of
John and Julia’s family estab-
lished themselves in Brandon
and surrounding towns. Some
of the Center descendants may
have figured out some earlier
generations were named St.
Onge, but it is a greater leap
to learn their first ancestor to
migrate from France to Canada
was Jacques Payant dit Saint-
Onge, a soldier, who chose to
stay in New France (Quebec),
where he married and plied his
trade as a shoemaker. He was
born in the village of Jonzac,
within the Saintonge region of
France—at last a dit name with
a specific link to geography!
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TOP: BATTIS "BATTICE"” Santa’s marriage record in the Vermont Vital Records.

BOTTOM: ADAM CENTER'’S off-center headstone in Pine Hill Cemetery. Not only is the name off
center, but the year of death was also never engraved. Photos provided.
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Slide out of
Summer 2023!

Kids frolicked and cavorted at Esta-
brook Park on Sunday, August 20 to
send summer 2023 off with a bang. Pic-
tured bottom right (I to r): Kas Singh,

~| Patty Moore, and Dallas Ladd.

Photos by Harmony Van Eaton and Colleen Wright

2018 VOLKSWAGON ATLAS
V6, SEL Premium, AWD, Auto 8-spd, 119k miles

$24,995
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2013 HONDA PILOT
EX, AWD, V6, Loaded, 8 passenger, 79k miles

$16,995

AFFORDABLE, SAFE & RELIABLE
USED CARS AND TRUCKS
We also buy cars,

locate specialty orders
& consider consignments
Call Dave for an appointment
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W
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CARS »» TRUCKS
802 465 4688

2015 TOYOTA TACOMA
4x4, V6, 4dr, Double Cab, 110k miles

$24,995

2012TOYOT HIGHLANDER

2012 TOYOTA SEQUOIA
SR5, 4X4, Loaded, Third row seat, 150k miles SE, AWD, Third row seat, 171k miles
$17,995 $12,995 i

Wimett Tra&ing Coml:)an9
at the Big White Barn in Leicester
bordtimers s 802-465-4688

Michael Jackman, 51 Years Experience
2668 Route 7 « Leicester, VT 05733 « wimetttradingco@gmail.com
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Point CounterPoint 2023
Summer Faculty Concert Series

Concert times are 7:30pm. Admission is free:

Each concert differs in repertoire, instrumentation,
and faculty performers.

Thursday, August 24th -
Salisbury Congregational Church, 853 Maple St, Salisbury

Friday, September 1st—
Champlain Valley Unitarian Universalist Society, 2 Duane Crt. Middlebury

Friday, September 29th —
PCP Alumni Celebration Concert - Salisbury Congregational Church

< Partnering with
= the Otter Creek Music Festival
0 I nt e ¥ Wheelchair Accessible
Cou nterfoint www.pointcp.com
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Guest Editorial

BRAVO comes to Brandon

BY CLAIRE ASTONE

Welcome to Brandon Restor-
ative Action for Victims and Of-
fenders (BRAVO). Let’s talk for
a bit about this unusual name for
a town committee in Brandon
and what actually happens with-
in the workings of this group of
volunteers.

What we do is something
called Restorative Justice (RJ).
If the words are understood in-
dividually, you might be amazed
at how much you already know
about these ideas.

Restorative: This is a word
you may not use much but it is
something almost all of us do.
We restore or bring new life back
to something of value or worth to
us. How about that vintage car,
the garden in spring, repairing a
child’s bike that’s been forgot-
ten all winter in the snow, new
zipper in the old-but-still-good
coat? Repairing fences comes to
mind or that especially fun job
of putting the fallen rocks back
into something like a wall. What
is it that kids say to a parent? Can
you fix this for me? This is the
idea of restoration and it is a part
of our lives throughout the year.
We do it because we believe in
the value of the work necessary.

Justice. Probably not a part of
our everyday lives unless maybe
you might be presiding over the
courtroom, holding the gavel,
in the justice system itself. But
maybe there is a way to talk or
think about justice that we might
mostly be willing to agree to.

The first idea that comes to
mind for many is the notion of
fairness and perhaps that peo-
ple get what they deserve. We
may often think that something
happened which was negative
or even horrible and we want
“justice” or fairness or to make

it right or better. It may also be
about the notion that we want
justice to be something that is
available to all persons and situ-
ations. The idea that although we
know people and situations are
not perfect, there is a way or a
means for things to be worked
out in what ends up being fair to
all parties. Perhaps even a result-
ing peace.

Some simple words with big
ideas could find themselves here:
integrity, goodness, a fair shake,
impartiality,  evenhandedness,
honor, righteousness, doing the
right thing are some examples.

Now let me try and connect
these two very different words
together with their meaning.
Restorative justice (RJ), is what
we try to bring to the commu-
nity when someone has been
arrested and often someone or
something has been harmed. We
work toward a sense of justice in
that there is a fairness for all in-
volved. An agreement of a final
acceptance of outcomes. That the
person harmed feels made whole
again by the actions and behav-
iors of that very same individual
that created the harm. This is
what draws us to this work.

We are invested in this ser-
vice as one in which we attempt
to restore balance and a better
reconciliation between the per-
son harmed and the person who
inflicted the harm. Not cars, not
toys, not fences. We try to facili-
tate the restoration and justice
into the room and between the
parties so that the individuals
and the community might remain
safe and respectful and hopeful.
We do this by asking that people
tell their stories. What did they
experience? How does the per-
son harmed feel? Was fear cre-

(See BRAVO Brandon, Page 7)
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All that glitters

THIS GOLDEN-WINGED WARBLER was in residence under the power line in Long Swamp.
Golden-winged Warblers breed in tangled, shrubby habitats and often move into nearby
woodland when the young have fledged. They spend winters in open woodlands and shade-
coffee plantations of Central and South America.

Photo by Sue Wetmore

Community Forums

Otter Valley 55th Reunion coming up

The O. V. U. H. S. Class of
1968 will hold a reunion at the
Brandon Inn on Saturday eve-
ning, September 23rd. The fes-
tivities start at 5 and go until 10.

All classmates have been noti-
fied by email or postcard, but if
you or someone you know hasn’t
received an invitation, or if you
want more details, please contact

Diana Coleman at dianawcole-
man@gmail.com or Jim Peck at
jpeck206@gmail.com

Brandon United Methodist Church
hosting fundraiser tag sale Sept. 2nd

The Brandon United Meth-
odist Church is having a Fund-
Raising Tag Sale Saturday
September 2nd 9-1, 1 Franklin
Street. Rain or Shine. Donations
Welcome.

We will be accepting dona-
tions Sunday, August 27th, from
12:30-2 and Tuesday, August
29th, from 12-3. No clothing
or upholstered furniture please.

Table space will be available for
$20. Mark your calendars and
clean out your basements and
garages.

The Brandon United Method-
ist Church is home to the Food
Shelf and Friend Zone. For
more information or to assist the
church in its endeavors to help
sustain the marginalized & un-
derserved in our community or

to help restore or historic build-
ing, please contact Pastor John
Hardman-Zimmerman (hzfm@
hotmail.com) or (802) 282-7532
or Vicki Disorda (vqueenofthee-
arth@gmail.com) or (802) 345-
4125. All Welcome.

Donations can be mailed
to Brandon United Methodist
Church, PO Box 55, Brandon,
VT 05733.



Letter to the Editor

Come to tell & hear stories about the Brandon Inn-

the Mitroff years

I am the daughter of Al and
Trudy Mitroff, who were inn-
keepers at The Brandon Inn
from 1961 to 1983. I am hop-
ing by this letter to find those of
you (or someone you know) who
worked for my parents at the Inn
to invite you to an informal night
of “Inn” storytelling at the Bran-
don Inn on Thursday, September
22nd, 2023, from 7 to 10 pm.

I will share a few stories that
I remember, as well as share
stories that my mother wrote
about the goings-on at the Inn
in letters sent to me when I was
in college—weddings, skiers,
permanent residents. The sto-
ries about guests and employees
that she tells are funny, sad, silly,
and serious; they give a wonder-
ful glimpse into the “behind the
scenes” insanity of innkeeping. |
know there are even more stories
out there from employees who

worked at the Inn—and we had
a lot of you! Recently, after go-
ing through old payroll records,
just within a 4-year timeframe
(1968-1972), I counted 188 em-
ployees!

The new innkeeper, Sid Bec-
car Varela, is excited about hear-
ing these stories and will be join-
ing me, along with nephew Scott
Mitroff, who has stories as well.
Both my brothers, Jack and Bill,
have passed away (2020, 2021).
I will be visiting Brandon and
staying at the Brandon Inn from
September 21 through 24. My
OVUHS Class of 1968 is having
its 55th Reunion at the Brandon
Inn on Sept 23.

Please RSVP to my email or
phone/text:

Mitroff.annmarie@gmail.
com; 914-815-5872 cell (PDT)

And, if you have any ques-
tions or want to join by ZOOM,

please let me know by calling or
an email.

We will have munchies and li-
bations available.

Finally, in the spirit of my fa-
ther, one of his poems is appro-
priate for the occasion:

NOSTALGIA

Nostalgia is a wondrous thing

To catch, quite worth the try.

It pumps blood faster through
the heart,

And brings back days gone by.

‘Tis here we find our past,
quite safe,

Its’pains and tears all gone,

And only pleasant memories

Their warmth still lingering
on.

-A.PM.
7/17/78
It would be nice to see you,
Ann-Marie Mitroff

town will be printed.

Letters to the editor

Letters Policy: The Reporter will only print letters to
the editor that are signed with the author’s full name,
address and a phone number so the author may be
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Letters will only be accepted from residents of the
eight towns we cover (Brandon, Pittsford, Proctor, West
Rutland, Goshen, Sudbury, Leicester and Whiting) or
letters that pertain to issues or people in our coverage

charge.

area. We will also consider letters from former residents
if the subject matter is pertinent.

The editor reserves the right to approve or reject any
letter to the editor. Any letter considered slanderous
or libelous will not be printed. Letters written locally
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Send your Letters to the Editor by Fridays before 5
p.m. Brandon Reporter, 58 Maple St., Middlebury, VT
05753. Or email to news@brandonreporter.com

Stop by to
take advantage
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of these
new rates!

7-MONTH CD
4.15% interest rate

*Annual Percentage Yield

INatlonal Bank
of Mlddlebury

s Vermont Communitie

Grow your money with our

special CD offering
4.24% APY"

Minimum of $50,000 to open. Penalty for early withdrawal.
Interest rates are as of 07/24/23 and may change at any time.

Member

FDIC
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ADVERTISE

WITH US

CONTACT US TODAY!
SALES@BRANDONREPORTER.COM

Sharpen your

mind with

our puzzles.

Crossword & Sudoku on page 17

DIGITAL DOESN'T HAVE T0 BE HARD

INDEPENDENT
DIGITAL W(QJ inge

Here at the Addy Indy we have always seen it as our job to
help connect your business with its clients.

As times change and technology evolves, pairing
digital services with your print advertising campaigns
is the best way to quickly & efficiently connect with the
community.

Independent Digital Marketing can help you
better reach our region with:

DIGITAL DIRECTORY
MANAGEMENT

CONTACT US TODAY TO GET STARTED!

WEB DESIGN &
DEVELOPMENT

802-388-4944
digital@addisonindependent.com

ORE

addisonindependent.com/independent-digital-marketing @ "
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In Honor of Freedom of Speech

Angel Over Our Shoulder (Revisited)

BY VICKI DISORDA
BRANDON — One year ago

this month, Yvonne Daley—

author, mentor, and friend—

passed away. When first mov-
ing to Vermont, Yvonne settled
in Brandon. Before becoming a

of us, were out on the verandah
with nothing to do. I'm wearing
my seersucker and we’re all up
there watching him work. He’s
looking at us, these little fat kids
and these ladies in their wide-
brimmed hats and you know
what he’s think-
ing, ‘They’re us-
ing me for their
entertainment.’

All of the sud-
den, he yells out,
‘Move your ars-
es, you old god-
dam  bitches,’
and other swears
and insults.
‘Salty isn’t he?
Rustic,” Mother
says. ‘Let’s go
inside, shall
we?’

I loved it. I

YVONNE DALEY

reporter for the Rutland Herald
and covering the news in town,
Yvonne was a substitute teacher
at Otter Valley. She knew Bran-
don and its people well. Much to
her credit, Yvonne appreciated
the characteristics of the people
as well as the land.

Given this era of buzzwords
and catch phrases that are all too
frequently intended to impress
rather than inform, native area
residents may be feeling less
than confident about projecting
their thoughts, feelings, and be-
liefs, particularly working-class
(or is it blue-collar?) citizens
from the private sector who may
not necessarily be hip to the lat-
est trends nor care because their
incomes are not reliant on words.

So, in honor of the people and
class of folks I grew up with here
in Brandon and our freedom of
speech, I am re-sharing this arti-
cle which was originally written
and published last year in honor
of Yvonne. One of my fondest
examples of Vermont-speak was
published in her book “Going
Up the Country” and reads as
follows:

The last comes from Dick Mc-
Cormack, a folksinger, teacher,
radio broadcaster, and longtime
Vermont Senator.

McCormack’s family goes
back several generations in
Bethel, but his father couldn’t
wait to get out of Vermont. As
soon as possible, he moved to
New York, where he worked
as a teacher. “We were summer
people. We would take turns at
the Bethel house, a wonderful
time with hiking and berrying
and just being outside. One day
a man came to pasture the hay.
My mother and grandmother, all

loved that free-
dom he had to
say exactly what
he was thinking with no regard
for how we might react. That’s
independence, the kind money
can’t buy.”

Yvonne artfully captured the
language I grew up with as a
native Vermonter and skillfully
spun tales of some of Brandon’s
most legendary characters into
the introduction of her book. As
I read the antics of poet Mike
Lewis and local plumber Ray
Downs, set in LaDuke’s bar and
restaurant, I wondered if my
grandmother was there. Gram
was employed at LaDuke’s, as
well as at the Yankee Kitchen
and Brandon Inn at different
intervals throughout her work-
ing career. If they had met, what
would Yvonne have penned
about her?

Gram had a penchant for tell-
ing it like it is as well as any
farmer in the land. The freedom
to speak one’s mind and the salti-
ness of the language Dick Mc-
Cormack admired so much was
as likely and natural to hear from
someone’s grandmother as it was
any man in those days. Or should
I say male-gendered person? It
was truth telling at its core, and it
was raw. Nobody minced words.
This freedom of expression is
why I love my grandmother’s
spirit, Yvonne Daley, and Ver-
mont so much. Even a child can
sense the truth, no matter the lan-
guage it is packaged in.

This freedom seems like it is
about to disappear.

In lieu of raising cultural
awareness and acceptance, we
natives are expected to change, to
bend, or to be silent. But thanks
to persons like Yvonne, we will
not break. No matter how one ar-
ranged vowels, syllables, the ad-

jectives used, or the consonants
left out, Yvonne caught the truth
and the spirit of the Vermonters
she wrote about by striving as
she always did... to understand.
We as a nation and our leaders
could stand to learn a lot from
her. Most certainly, we could all
use a little bit more truth these
days...without fear of ridicule or
chastisement.

Personally, I am blessed to
have known Yvonne, not only
as writing mentor, but as friend.
While we natives have a unique
way of telling-it-like-it-is that
may be offensive to some,
Yvonne crafted characters her
readers could love and possibly
even admire. This was done by
taking the time to get to know
the individuals who inhabited
the land upon her arrival. Too
bad Columbus didn’t have her as
a friend.

Throughout her life and ca-
reer, Yvonne carried herself in
the spirit of love she identified as
being a liberal, “as defined as a
person who is tolerant, unpreju-
diced, open-minded and enlight-
ened.” One needs to be specific
these days.

Old timers and Vermont na-
tives seem to have a penchant
for speaking in a manner which
might be downright hard to
hear, particularly for those with
delicate ears or who have nev-
er heard the language before.
“That’s independence, the kind
money can’t buy.” When my
uncle died in February of 2021,
it felt like a part of our culture
—and our freedom— died with
him. Thanks to Yvonne and oth-
er writers like her, the spirit and
customs of those gone shall live
on.

What a blessing it has been
to our glorious state and to our
town (and to me) that a young
woman known as “Boston” came
to settle here all those years ago
“when the hippies, dreamers,
freaks, and radicals moved to
Vermont.” Yvonne will long be
remembered as the angel over
our shoulder whenever we com-
municate the only way we know
how...freely. She will always be
in the recesses of my mind as I sit
and type, journal into notebooks
and express myself exploring the
gifts she taught so well.

Yvonne will live on because
of the patient practice of under-
standing she believed in. Her
work, this community, and the
many lives she documented will
be known for many generations
to come. Yvonne, may you rest
in peace knowing your calling
has been fulfilled. God blessed
us with an angel the moment you
arrived. Namaste.

All the rage 'back in the day’

BY GENE CHILDERS

What music were folks
“kicking up their heels to” in
the early 1900s? Well, rag-
time was certainly popular. It
was essentially a piano style
that began in the U.S. with
pianist Scott Joplin and be-
came very popular here and
abroad. The bouncy, happy,
syncopated rhythm was
a refreshing change from
rhythms of the day. “Rags,”
as the pieces were known,
were quickly adopted by
bands and orchestras. How-
ever, the hot, new music that
really got people moving
and grooving was what is
referred today as traditional
jazz or, as it is also called,
Dixieland jazz. It began in
New Orleans as a small-band
style with some unique char-
acteristics.

Popular music and dance
styles in the 1800s were
largely based on European
popular, classical, or folk
traditions. The Afro-Carib-
bean influences found in
New Orleans mixed with the
music of the church, Euro-
pean forms, blues, and rag-
time and produced a whole
new style of music and dance
steps. What would eventually
be called jazz first appeared
around 1895 with trumpeter
Buddy Bolden and his band.
A special feature of this new
American music was impro-
visation. Everyone in the
band could take a turn show-
ing off their skills. Jazz was
essentially highly rhythmic
music for dancing and pa-
rading. The instruments usu-

ally found in these bands in-
cluded various combinations
of trumpet, trombone, tuba,
clarinet, saxophone, banjo,
guitar, string bass, piano and
drums. Most bands playing
this style numbered 5 to 7
musicians. The “hot jazz”
bands and players became
stars: Kid Ory, Joe “King”
Oliver, Louis Armstrong,
Jelly Roll Morton, Bessie
Smith, and the list goes on.
They were among the first
popular music entertain-
ment stars. Jazz was played
in dance halls, parades, bars,
night clubs, street corners,
parks, and on riverboats.
The “Original Dixieland Jass
Band” recorded the first ever
jazz record in 1917. The re-
cord was an instant hit and,
as 1s often said, “The rest is
history.” Traditional jazz is
foundational to all jazz styles
that would follow. The sen-
sibilities of jazz, especially
improvisation,  influenced
rhythm and blues and rock.

This Saturday, August 26,
2023 the “Onion River Jazz
Band” will play at the Bran-
don Town Hall. This will be
a fun evening of dancing,
toe-tapping, good listening
and laughs. There will be a
“Second Line Parade” led by
Emma Jeanne Hoops. Every-
thing you need know to join
in the parade and be a “sec-
ond liner” will be provided
and explained. All that’s re-
quired is a joyous spirit and
fun-loving attitude. Come
and “kick up your heels” to
the music that was all the
rage “back in the day.”
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(Continued from Page 4)
ated? Was there a dollar amount
of damage that needs to be ad-
dressed? What might be of sup-
port to them and what outcomes
do they wish to see come from
this process of RJ?

We ask what happened with
the respondent to create this situ-
ation. Are there other options or
decisions that could have been
chosen?  Was

the crime.” Creating and com-
pleting significant tasks given
back to create the just balance of
things.

I hope this helps to provide a
basis for your understanding of
what happens when the involved
parties meet with us. However,
I need to be fair and state that
often, the persons harmed do
not wish to participate, which

is their choice.

there pressure or
perceived need
for this nega-
tive act to un-
fold? How does

Our goal is building
relationships and
helping to create
trust and an un-

We do provide
this  process
and options to
the person af-
fected. Some-

it feel to be here . times they
and listening de_rStandlng that a may choose to
to the impacts mistake does not share what they

of your choices
and behavior?
What might
make this situ-
ation better and
how might you
move forward?
How have your
choices impact-
ed you and your
family and your

chance?

need to take you out
of your community,
or define you, or
destroy your future.
People are precious,
and who does not
deserve a second

would like to
see happen or
be learned. It
may be an apol-
ogy in writing
and/or to know
what was de-
cided between
the panel and
the respondent.
Last year, dur-

community?

This is some of the process
facilitated by the committee per-
sons (called a panel) as the main
focus of the work to explore. To
reach consensus and most im-
portantly to facilitate the repair
or restoration which might be
put into place to contribute to
healing and a sense of justice.
This might be where you could
think about the “sentence fitting

ing a statewide
conference with RJ communities
across Vermont, we were sur-
prised that our experience of not
having a victim in the room with
the respondent is more often the
case than not. We do not force or
pressure people to attend. We do
however explain that this is often
an experience where their voice,
anger and hurt can be shared and
heard, but again, it’s each per-

son’s choice. We respect that.

The cases we get do come from
our Brandon Chief of Police. He
is able to speak with a State’s
Attorney in Rutland County and
has input into the course of the
case. We are not offered felonies.
Those automatically are sent to
the court system. When we re-
ceive a case, we contact both
parties and explain the process
to them. The respondent must be
willing to accept responsibility
for RJ to occur. If this does not
happen, the case automatically
goes to the court system. We ar-
range schedules and a place of
privacy to ensure confidentiality
and move forward. Generally, it
will take at least three sessions
to get through the process. The
story is created during the pro-
cess and we document them as
shared by the participants, the
work which will be written as
a contract and which requires
completion by the respondent
and proof of outcomes. These
reparations are very dependent
upon the age of the person who
is sitting with us. Anyone under
18 must be accompanied by a
parent or guardian. We have seen
youth as young as 11 and over
the past few years most of our
cases have involved youth. With
a successful completion and jus-
tice served, the case is consid-
ered closed and sealed. There is
no court involvement. The debt
is paid. Hope for the future has a
path forward.

Here is how restoration may

2018 GULFSTREAM VINTAGE 23" T.T. WITH 2018 FORD X-CAB F-150 PICK UP
WILL CONSIDER TAKING ANYTHING IN TRADE
PICK UP HAS ONLY 49,000 MILES WITH THE WORLD FAMOUS 6 CYL. TWIN TURBO ENGINE
TRAVEL TRAILER (ONLY 3,410 LBS.) SLEEPS 4-QUEEN BED AND TWO BUNKS

be experienced in your world
and in ours within BRAVO. You
start with some ideas and per-
haps some notion of how things
might move ahead. A plan. But
things almost never go as you
planned. This is the challenge
and the great joy you get to ex-
perience, when in spite of all
odds, you have helped shape
and complete the process at
hand. You have made something
whole again. And for us it might
be an angry kid who doesn’t
want to speak and has an attitude
larger than any you can remem-
ber from your own adolescence.
Or a person harmed, hurt, and
experiencing a lack of trust. But
there is a moment when it be-
comes clear, and you know that
your training—being a good and
fair listener, holding the group
to being respectful even when it
looks like it all may blow up, a
sense of humor which helps al-
most everything, and a genuine

Est. 1958

caring and integrity that has been
displayed throughout—supports
the process to a beautiful ending.
Our goal is building relation-
ships and helping to create trust
and an understanding that a mis-
take does not need to take you
out of your community, or define
you, or destroy your future. Peo-
ple are precious, and who does
not deserve a second chance?

Gratitude from BRAVO. To
be a part of this community, to
serve and support the process
of reshaping lives and building
peace in our community is our
mission.

Please visit the new BRAVO
website under the Committes
section on the Town of Brandon
website.

Gratefully and
respectfully submitted,
Claire Astone

Chair, BRAVO

Whalen Open | Sept 8-10

5 person scramble - $1600 per team
includes skins, food, Golf/Cart - 2 carts
per team - 2022 Teams are in with
application and payment - All other
will go on waitlist until application
due date - Scores on Friday to flight
teams - Gross Skins and gross prizes
only - Flight 1 & 2 Blue tees, all other
flights get white - Ladies green tees -
Closest to pin all par 3's

APPLICATIONS AND MONEY DUE AUG
31 (NO EXCEPTIONS)

Register your team online, then pay
via check or cash in the pro shop.

ONE PIECE ROOF WITH NO SEAMS

POWER AWNING, POWER JACK, REAR ENTRY, 13,500 BTU AIR
THISUNIT IS BUILT OF AZDEL SUBSTRATE AND WILL NOT ROT, MOLD, OR MILDEW
THIS UNIT HAS UNBELIEVABLE STORAGE SPACE!

WE ARE HIRING!
! Part-Time Line Cook

Looking for a part-time line cook,
no experience required. Will train depend-
able, creative, hard working team players
to work in our seasonal golf club kitchen.
Serving lunch daily along with special
o dinners and events throughout the season
(April-October). $16 - $22/hour.

Outdoor Grill and Waitress

We are seeking a skilled and enthusiastic
individual to join our team as an Outdoor
Grill and Waitress at Neshobe Golf Club.
The successful candidate will be responsi-
ble for providing excellent food service at
our outdoor grill station, ensuring a posi-
- tive and memorable dining experience for
our valued members and guests. This
seasonal position will start on August 10
and continue until the end of the golf
season (exact date to be determined).

ALL NEW
2022 RV'S
BELOW COST

0000000000000~

WWW.BRANDONRVVT.COM
« 802.483.9934
* 4769 US-7 PITTSFORD, \'T

The golf course is OPEN!
Tee times available from 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
https://neshobe.com - (802) 247-3611

Branoon RV
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Pittsford Day

(Continued from Page 1) and to maintain the town’s fan- e o of g W17 R S W S X
folks that it will be running its tastic trail system. . P - b Ll ARy s i R
famous Haunted House for the “We like Pittsford largely be- TR A . " . e
40th year this fall (October 20, cause of the relationships we Sa - Jafi i
21,27, 28). have made with our neighbors, S -

Liz Alvarado, who is taking the joy being outdoors brings,
over for Jen Popp as Pittsford’s and the simple lifestyle,” said
Recreation and Economic De- Pittsford resident Yancy Ham-
velopment Director, said she’s mond-Graf.
excited to plan activities for ev- It’s a sentiment a lot of peo-
eryone in the community, espe- ple in town share.
cially for children and seniors,
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A 44-Year Middlebury Tradition of
Trusted & Caring Dental Excellence!

$0 Cleanings!

For most insured patients. Call for details.

. Ii:;‘
Middlebury Sy 20 1
DENTAL GROUP < -
1330 Exchange Street, Suite 107 = 5 - - pr —

e Middlebury ®

802-388-3553

MlddleburyDcntalVT com

Welmme Befme @? Al‘ter \Wnrk or bn.hool

A% \NEW ENGLAND F’ TS
W JWOODCRAFT ——

New England Woodcraft is
always looking for new talent
willing to learn new skills and bring

the organization forward for
generations to come!

Interested in building and growing
your career?

Call (802-247-8211),
email (tray@newoodcraft.com)
or stop by to see what
opportunities we have for you!




FRAN BULL STANDS before two of her new "broom” paintings that channel the gestural energy of
the Abstract Expressionists of the 1950s. It was a departure for Bull, who felt “flummoxed” by the
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assignment of painting with brooms.

conantsquareGallery

NEW EASTCOAST
ARMS COLLECTORS
ASSOCIATES |

IGUN SHOW =,

Quality Firearms, New, Used & Antique...
.. Knives, Swords and Military Collectables.
Promotlng the Collecting of Firearms & Militaria since 1982

l August 26, 27
| Rutland, VT |

| Vermont State Fairgrounds - Exhibition Hall

175 South Main St. (Route 7), Rutland 05701 AG AlN |

~ Great Food Concession on Premises ~

| THE PUBLIC is urged to participate Regular Hours: |

= Saturday 9AM to 5 PM
| o Sunday 9AMto 3 PM |

Admissi _ _ .
Buy e Sell » Trade dmission $9.00 / $8.00 Senior

(Children under 14 Free
Bring Items to Sell or Trade with Exhibitors! with Adult) |

| B.R.

Present This Ad for $1 Off |
NEACA.COM e sales@NEACA.com ¢ 518-664-9743

Visit our Hours

website

Photos by Steven Jupiter

www.vermontcamera.com

(Continued from Page 1)

to stimulate their creativity and
liberate them from their old hab-
its: all the work in the show had to
be painted with brooms. And why
not? A broom is, in essence, a large
brush.

The brooms could be big or
small, but they had to be clearly
brooms with stiff bristles and not

WARREN KIMBLE NEEDED to "loosen up” and
embraced the project. Here, he embraces one
of the brooms he used in making the work he
showed at conantsquareGallery.

soft brushes. So, they used classic
floor-sweeping brooms, handheld
dustpan brooms, and all sizes in
between. While the technique may
sound gimmicky, the results are
reminiscent of the Abstract Ex-
pressionist work that dominated
the art world in the 1940s, 50s, and
60s.

Kimble is perhaps best known
for the faux-folk
art he popular-
ized in the 80s
and 90s: highly
stylized animals
and landscapes
that are instantly
recognizable as
his. But the suc-
cess of that work
was both a bless-
ing and a curse.
It was financially
lucrative but
boxed him in as
an artist.

“l wanted to
loosen up,” he
said. “I needed to
get wild. I needed
something to
get me excited.
It was a healthy
thing for me.”

The work he
produced for this
show has a great
deal in common
with Jackson Pol-
lock, a similarity
Kimble readily
acknowledges.
Several of Kim-

Ifyou love classic film cameras you need to pay us a visit.
Leica, Zeiss, Rolleiflex, Nikon, Voigtlander
and many others.

ble’s works here use the drip tech-
nique that Pollock pioneered, cov-
ering the canvas in a veil of drips,
drops, and splashes. As with any
Pollock work, the key is in the con-
trol of the paint. Kimble takes care
here not to present a wild mess but
rather a coherent composition.

For example, in “Ode to J.P.,”
the title of which is a direct refer-
ence to Jackson Pollock, Kimble
creates a fabric of slender blue
tendrils on a dark background, be-
ginning and ending off the canvas,
giving the illusion of infinite space.

In another piece, called “Passag-
es,” Kimble plays at the intersec-
tion of abstraction and represen-
tation, allowing the Pollockesque
drips to form shapes that suggest
tunnels and roads.

“People don’t think of me as
an abstract artist, but I am,” said
Kimble. Not only does Kimble
create abstract sculptures—assem-
blages—out of found objects, but
he also sees his stylized folk forms
as abstractions of reality.

Fran Bull began her long ca-
reer among the artists who made
Abstract Expressionism the hot
new thing in the 50s. It’s work
she knows well and which seems
to come naturally to her, despite
her years making representational
work, ranging from photorealism
to the exuberant exaggerations of
her latest sculptures. In this show,
she channels some of the gestural
strength that was in vogue in the
1950s without devolving into
kitsch. She recognizes as much
(See conantsquareGallery, Page 24)

3200 US RT 7, Pitsford

(802)483-9357 vew(@vermontcamera.com Jim & Liz McRae

Sizzling S Sales!
122 mg ummer Jaleés.
30% off many bushes, shrubs and perennials including

apple trees, roses, clematis, lilacs, peonies and more

e Mums are here!

3 for $25

* Hanging baskets Hours: Daily 10-5,

Sundays 12-5.

e Farm fresh local §
sweet corn

picked daily

Home and Garden

2473 Franklin Street (Rt. 7 South) « Brandon
802-247-0062 « Cell 324-0613
Tim and Mary Shields, owners

Like all things vintage?

are on page 16!
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ARTISTS: Luna

AGE: 5 years old

SCHOOL: Home school

MEDIUM: Markers

TITLE: Stromae sings at the
"Tiny Desk Concert"



TANNER SIEMONS WON his first race since 2021.

At Devil's Bowl Hanson, English,
Barrows, and more nab wins

Masterson and Siemons
Split Modified Doubles

WEST HAVEN - Josh Master-
son and Tanner Siemons headlined
a long list of winners Sunday night
at New England’s Fastest Dirt
Track. The 14th event of the 2023
schedule was a massive card of
racing that sported double features
in every division besides the Mini
Stocks, plus two Mohawk Valley
Vintage Dirt Modified features that
brought back great memories from
Devil’s Bowl’s nearly 60-year his-
tory.

David Boisclair and Anthony
Warren led the 30-car field to green
in the first of two Sunoco Modified
feature events. While Boisclair led
the early going, 14th place starter
Josh Masterson slowly worked
through the field, using a pair of
mid-race cautions to propel himself
to victory lane. Masterson became
the first repeat winner in the ultra-
competitive class in 2023. Walter
Hammond, Jr, Brent Warren, Marty
Kelly, IIT and Frank Hoard, III
completed the top five. The second
feature saw Orford, Nh.’s Tanner
Siemons check-in to the winners’
circle for the first time since 2021.
Siemons was followed by Warren,
Hammond, Jr, Quenneville and
Justin Comes.

The first O’Reilly Auto Parts
Limited Sportsman feature was
won by Steve Miller of Vergennes.
Miller charged from 6thplace to his
first win at “The Bowl’ this season
over Justin Lilly, early leader Fred
Little, points leader Randy Ryan
and William Lussier, Jr. In the sec-
ond feature, Gary English, Jr scored
the win over Little, Alex Layn, Lus-
sier, Jr and A.J. Munger.

Eric Shaw scored his first career
win in the Novice division, using
the top groove to power off the out-
side of the front row and scooting
out to a comfortable lead. A series
of late cautions forced Shaw to
hold off a rim-riding Matt Wade,
who was tailed at the line by Tyler
Travis, Russ Farr and Ed Bell. Bell
completed the night with a win in
the second feature over Adam La-
Fountain, Bobbi Hults, Randy Ed-
son and Wade.

Ray Hanson won the first Friend

Construction Mini Sprint feature
over Logan Denis, Roger LaDuc,
Kevin Smith and John Smith. Then
in the second feature, Kevin Smith
went from 5th to 1st to claim the
win over John Smith, Denis, Gage
Provencher and Hanson.

In full-fendered racing, Jake Bar-
rows captured his second win of
2023 in the 15-lap Mini Stock race
in impressive fashion, climbing
from 14th starting spot to secure the
win. Griff Mahoney was 2nd fol-
lowed by Jakobee Alger, Craig Kir-
by and Brian Blake. The new, 9th
State Crown Vic division enjoyed
two 10-lap feature events. The first
of which was won by Norm Mo-
rill over Rob Steele, Chad Merill,
Jackson Ducharme and newcomer
Elisabeth Dupont. Steeled com-
manded the second feature, starting
3rd and passing Morill and Ducha-
rme on his way to another victory
in the class’ first season. Morill was
runner-up and Ducharme was 3rd.

The Mohawk Valley Vintage
Dirt Modified Series ran two, 20-
lap features with five different divi-
sions racing together. Jack Miller
captured the Modified feature,
which ran simultaneously with
the Sportsman and Late Models,
won by Merv Blackwell and Matt
Mosher, respectively. The Mys-
tique and Antique features were
won by Carl Cram and Don Briggs.

Devil’s Bowl Speedway is back
for with a “Win and You’re In”
Vermont 200 qualifier draw-race
Saturday, August 26th, as Stove
Depot presents a regular show for
all other classes plus a 50-lap Five
Star Roofing Enduro.

Devil’s Bowl Speedway is lo-
cated on Route 22A in West Haven,
Vt., four miles north of U.S. Route
4, Exit 2, and just 20 minutes from
Rutland, Vt. For more information,
visit www.DevilsBowlSpeedway-
VT.com or call (802) 265-3112.
Devil’s Bowl Speedway is on
Facebook at facebook.com/Devils-
BowlSpeedway, and on Instagram,
Twitter, and Snapchat at @Devils-
BowlSpeed; follow the action using
the #DevilsBowl hashtag.
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Calendar of events

Brandon Rec offers Aikido classes

Come to Brandon Town Hall for Youth classes at 5 p.m.,
and adult classes at 6 p.m. Beginners and spectators wel-
come. Visit www.aikidovermont.org for more information,
including fees.

Maclure Library Story Time Playgroup

Looking for a fun, educational playgroup for your 2-5 year
old? Look no further! From 10 a.m. — 12 p.m. join Miss

Allie , a certified teacher, for a weekly FREE literacy-based
playgroup. Light snacks will be provided, along with stories,
crafts, songs, games, and more. To register, please email
allie.griffiths@rcpcc.org with your child's name, age, and
contact information for your family.

Friends Zone

The Friends Zone will

be initially open 3 hours

per week at the Brandon

United Methodist Church on

Tuesdays from 12-3 p.m. at

1 Franklin Street, Brandon.

Socialize with old friends, make new ones. Sip some soup
while you sip a drink. Be puzzled for a bit, sorting out a
puzzle, or hold an Ace in the hole until the right moment to
play it. If so inclined, you can bring to the table a struggle
of your own to work on or your thoughts on developing the
Friends Zone or improving our lives.

The door is open. Our minds are open. Our hearts are
open.

All are welcome in.

For more information contact pastors Reverend John
Hardman-Zimmerman (hzfm@hotmail.com or (802) 282-
7532) or Vicki Disorda (vqueenoftheearth@gmail.com or
(802) 345-4125).

Pins & Needles Craft Club at the Brandon Free Public
Library

Drop in from 5:30-7:00 p.m., and bring your projects to
work on.

Drop-In Tech Help at the Brandon Free Public Library
Drop in from 11:30 a.m.—2:30 p.m. with your tech issues—
not sure how to set up email on your phone or how to rent
an audiobook? We can help.

Ping Pong
The Green Mountain Table Tennis Club would like to an-
nounce the beginning of its new season!

The club has begun playing on Wednesday evenings
starting at 7 p.m. It will meet nearly every Wednesday year-
round in the gym at the Rutland Area Christian School in
Rutland, located at the corner of Melrose Ave. and Lincoln
Ave. in Rutland, a block from the intersection of Route 7
and Melrose Ave. (110 Lincoln Ave., Rutland, VT 05701)).

Being a part of this unique and exciting club offers a
variety of activities, including regular practice, a challenge
board, clinics for beginner and advanced play, singles and
doubles, inter-club events with other table tennis clubs,

and even tournaments.

If you are interested in table tennis as a recreational or
athletic activity, we're interested in you! There is a modest
membership fee of only $30, although you can come twice
free as our guest. Bring your sneakers and paddle (or use
ours) and have some fun playing a great game of “Pong!”

For further information about the Green Mountain Table
Tennis Club, visit our club’s website at www.gmttc.com.

Yoga Prana Shakti Zoom & Studio Chair Yoga, Gentle,
Wednesdays

From 10:30-11:30 a.m. at 155 Woodstock Avenue in
Rutland Lina Cloffe Hanson (Parvati) offers an Earth Consci-
entious, Spiritual, Gentle Physical Yoga Practice. We meet
on Mondays via zoom. Contact for Zoom link. (There is also
a Monday Zoom only class)

Not everyone can get up and down off of the floor easily
making traditional yoga classes difficult. If you have physi-
cal limitation or a health issue this might be the ideal class
for you. With the help of a chair most people can practice
yoga and reaping the benefits of increased circulation, bal-
ance, flexibility, mobility, strength and more.

We spend a fair amount of the time exercising in a seated
position in the chairs but if pos-
sible, we also do exercises stand-
ing, using the chairs for support.
The exercises can be adjusted for
individual needs and we move
at a comfortable pace. | think will
soon notice a difference once you
start. Looking forward to seeing

you in class!

Lina (Parvati) has 20 plus years of experience teaching and
a lifelong personal practice.

To stay tuned if there are any cancellations, follow on Face-
book and get on email list.
$15/class

Meditation Group at the Brandon Free Public Library
From 12:30-1:30 p.m. join neighbors for quiet meditation
led by Kerrie Quinn.

Storytime at the Brandon Free Public Library
Join Ariana at 11:00 a.m. for a story and a craft. Age 7 and
under recommended. Stay for a cup of coffee!

Ukulele Group

Free at the Chaffee Arts Center from 12-1 p.m., for adults
& 12+. This is not a class but a group enjoying playing the
ukulele together, Must pre-register, There are a limited
amount of in-house instruments to reserve.

Attendees will be led through specific sheet music by musi-
cian Steven Wilson. All levels are welcome.

Open Mic at Red Clover in Brandon
Join us starting at 6 p.m. for a rousing good time!

Chaffee Arts Center All About the Arts Free Class for kids
3-5

From 11am-Noon...FREE! Students will have fun creating
and doing activities with art, music, literature, and more!

One free book per student will be given weekly (while
supplies last) thanks to our partners at Rutland Free Library.
Adult must accompany children under age 4. Must pre-
register by Wednesday each week Instructor: Lori Sullivan;
Minimum 3.

Maclure Library Knitting Circle
Come join us weekly to share projects from noon — 2:00
p.m.

Corn Hole at the Godnick Adult Center
By request, we will have drop-in cornhole in the Rec Hall on
Fridays from 2-4 p.m.

Play with whoever shows up each time or just practice your
cornhole skills!

Brandon Town Hall Painting with Crystal
Crystal Ketcham leads an all ages painting event!

Yes, you CAN paint! More info, contact Crystal at
ceastman88@gmail.com

“The study of art is the most important study a garden
designer can pursue.”

Bandwagon Summer Series: Bread & Puppet

The Next Stage Bandwagon Summer Series presents
beloved Vermont institution Bread & Puppet, bringing their
touring production to Putney on Thursday, August 24 at
6:00 pm.

The Bread and Puppet Theater celebrates their 60th an-
niversary with The Mother Dirt Circus!

Audiences will delight as Bread and Puppet draws on its
distinctive iconogra-
phy to call attention
to the urgent issues
of the day. Young
and old will thrill

to see stilt dancers

BRANDON 2023 L|

. August 26
and paper maché T Ve Saimi:
beasts of all sizes September 9

accompanied by
the riotous Bread
and Puppet Circus
Brass Band. A
colorful spectacle of
protest and celebra-
tion performed
under the Vermont
summer sky.

Doug Ross w/ Wade Davis
rock covers & originals

Sourdough rye

with aioli will be
offered after the
performance and
The Bread and Pup-
pet Press and Cheap Art Emporium will be open for your
perusal.

September

Wednesday 13th

FREE Square Dance Nights with Cast Off 8's

Mark your calendars for the fall startup of contemporary
square dancing in Rutland County. Cast Off 8's Square
Dance Club starts its fall season of classes on Sept 13.
NOT your grade school square dancing, contemporary
square dance is danced to a variety of music including
pop, country music, Broadway, rock, Motown, and hip-hop.
Casual dress, no special clothes. A great no-stress way to



IVE AT KENNEDY PARK

get back out and socialize among friendly people. Singles
as well as couples. Children 8 and up. First two classes are
free, Wednesdays, September 13 and 20. Ice cream social
on 9/27. Lothrop School, Pittsford, VT. 6:30 to 8:00 p.m.
For more info see Castoff8s.com or Facebook Cast Off 8's
Square Dance Club. Contact Lauren at lauren.castoff8s@
gmail.com

Cocktails for a Cause to benefit the Brandon Free Public
Library Great Renovation

Join us from 5-8 pm at Café Provence for an evening of
specialty cocktails, ‘celebrity’ servers, and merriment...all
for a wonderful cause! Your ticket gets you one compli-
mentary drink and light hors d'oeuvres. An additional cash

bar will be available. Tickets must be purchased in advance.

Ages 21 and up. Tickets at brandonpubliclibrary.org/library-
events/

Calling Brandon Democrats - join us at 3pm!

Please consider becoming involved in the Brandon Town
Democratic Committee. We welcome all levels of partici-
pation! In Vermont, town committees are the foundation
of the Vermont Democratic Party organization. These com-
mittees do the organizing that allows the party to connect
with voters across the state and build social infrastructure
in our towns and counties. This enables people with

similar values to work together to build a better, stronger
Vermont.On September 17, the Brandon Democratic Party
will have its reorganizational meeting to select a chair and
other officers. This meeting is an opportunity for people

to become official members of the Brandon Democratic
Party. Through this committee you will have input on
decision-making and become informed of events within
the Democratic Party at the local, county, and state level. In
recent years, Brandon has been largely voting Democratic
- over the last six sessions, Brandon has been represented
by Demo-
crats in
the VT
House of
Repre-
sentatives.
However,
our local
town com-
mittee has
not expe-
rienced an
increase
in the
number
A of people
who are
actively
involved.
We would
like to
change
that and welcome more folks to get involved. Participation
could be purely social or as an officer on the Committee -
this is up to you.We are planning an informal get-together
at the Red Clover Ale Co. for September 17 at 3pm. This
will be an opportunity for newcomers, long-time residents,
and all of us in between to get acquainted and to learn
about what's going on in the local Democratic Party. Let's
continue to strive for a Vermont that works for all of us. We
hope to see you there!

September 23
Silas McPrior acoustic rock

All shows will be 11a.m.=1p.m. on
the 2nd & 4th Saturdays in Kennedy
Park (upper falls, near

the crosswalk).

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Bob
Clark at 802-247-3935 or Stephanie Jerome at 802-683-
8209.
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Silent film classic “The Freshman’ on
9 at Town Hall in Brandon, V.

Saturday, Sept.

BRANDON—What happens
when a first-year student's dreams
of college collide with the realities
of campus life?

The result is Harold Lloyd in
'The Freshman' (1925), one of the
most popular comedies of the silent
film era. Filled with classic scenes
and a great story, '"The Freshman'
endures as one of Lloyd's most
crowd-pleasing movies.

See for yourself with a screening
of 'The Freshman' (1925) on Sept.
9; kick-off time is 7 p.m. at the
Brandon Town Hall and Communi-
ty Center, Route 7, in Brandon, Vt.

All are welcome to this family-
friendly movie. Admission is free,
with free-will donations accepted
in support of ongoing Town Hall
renovations.

The screening, the latest in the
venue's silent film series, will fea-
ture live accompaniment by Jeff
Rapsis, a New Hampshire-based
composer who specializes in creat-
ing music for silent films.

"Put the whole experience back
together, and you can see why peo-
ple first fell in love with the mov-
ies," Rapsis said.

'The Freshman,' the most suc-
cessful film of Lloyd's career, was
an enormous box office smash. Its
release sparked a craze for college
films that lasted well beyond the
1920s, and even a popular hit song,
the collegiate fox trot "Freshie."

The story follows Lloyd, small
town newbie, to Tate College,
where he hopes to achieve fame as
Big Man on Campus. Instead, his
quest to win popularity becomes a
humiliating college-wide joke, with
Harold getting tricked by upper-
classmen into hosting the school's
annual "Fall Frolic" at his own ex-
pense.

Realizing he's an outcast, Lloyd
decides he can make his mark on
the college football team, where he
holds the lowly position of water-
boy and serves as tackling dummy.
On the day of the Big Game, can
the bespectacled "freshie" some-
how save the day and bring gridiron
glory to dear old Tate?

For football fans, the film's cli-
mactic game sequence was shot on
the field at the actual Rose Bowl in
1924. The crowd scenes were shot
at halftime at California Memorial
Stadium during the November 1924
"Big Game" between UC Berkeley
and Stanford University. Other ex-
terior scenes were filmed near the
USC campus in Los Angeles.

Beyond its comic appeal, '"The
Freshman' today has acquired an
additional layer of interest in its
depiction of college life in the
1920s—a time of raccoon coats,
ukeleles, and many other long-gone

fads and fashions.

"It was long before television, the
Internet, cellphones, or Facebook,"
said Rapsis. "To us today, it looks
like college on another planet,
which I think adds to the appeal of
a film like 'The Freshman.'"

"But at its core, 'The Freshman' is
still a great story about people, and
that's why it remains such an enter-
taining experience today, especially
when shown as Lloyd intended it,"
Rapsis said.

In 1990, 'The Freshman' was se-
lected for preservation in the U.S.
National Film Registry by the Li-
brary of Congress as being "cultur-
ally, historically, or aesthetically
significant," named in only the
second year of voting and one of
the first 50 films to receive such an
honor.

Lloyd, along with Charlie Chap-
lin and Buster Keaton, is recognized
as one of the silent screen's three
great clowns. Lloyd's character, a
young go-getter ready to struggle to
win the day, proved hugely popular
in the 1920s. While Chaplin and
Keaton were always critical favor-
ites, Lloyd's films reigned as the
top-grossing comedies throughout
the period.

Despite the passage of time, au-
diences continue to respond just
as strongly as when the films were
new, with features such as 'The
Freshman' embraced as timeless
achievements from the golden era
of silent film comedy.

Critics review 'The Freshman':

"Regarded as the quintessential
Harold Lloyd vehicle.”

—TV Guide

"Gag for gag, Lloyd was the fun-
niest screen comic of his time. Pas-
sionately recommended. "

—Dave Kehr, Chicago Reader

The screening of 'The Fresh-
man' is sponsored by local residents
Frank Mazza and Linda Zaragoza;
Kathy and Wayne Rausenberger;
and Edward Loedding and Dorothy
Leysath.

Upcoming programs in the Bran-
don Town Hall's silent film series
include:

 Saturday, Oct. 7, 7 p.m.: 'My
Best Girl' (1927) starring Mary
Pickford, Charles 'Buddy' Rogers.
In a big city department store, ro-
mance blossoms between a humble
stockroom clerk and the store own-
er's son—who is already engaged!
A sparkling “rich man, poor girl”
romantic comedy from 1927 star-
ring screen icon Mary Pickford and
Charles 'Buddy Rogers,' her future
real-life husband. Sponsored by
Harold and Jean Somerset; Fyles
Brothers, Inc.; and Jeanette Devino.

* Friday, Oct. 27, 7 p.m.: 'The
Cat and the Canary' (1927). Can a
group of distant relatives survive
the night in a haunted house to learn
the secret of a madman's will? Find
out in the original Gothic thriller
from silent film director Paul Leni.
Just in time for Halloween, a movie
filled with deep shadows, dark se-
crets, and a surprisingly timeless
mix of humor and horror that will
keep you guessing. Sponsored by
Pam and Steve Douglass.

* Saturday, Nov. 11, 7 p.m.: 'The
Big Parade' (1925) starring John
Gilbert. We salute Veterans Day
with this sweeping saga about U.S.
doughboys signing up and shipping
off to France in 1917, where they
face experiences that will change
their lives forever—if they return.
MGM blockbuster directed by
King Vidor; one of the biggest box
office triumphs of the silent era.
Sponsored by Donald and Dolores
Furnari; Jeanette Devino; and Lor-
rie Byrom.

Head back to school with ‘The
Freshman’ (1925), to be shown with
live music by Jeff Rapsis on Satur-
day, Sept. 9 at 7 p.m. at the Brandon
Town Hall and Community Center,
Route 7, in Brandon, Vt.

Admission is free, with free will
donations accepted in support of
ongoing Town Hall renovations.
For more info, visit www.brandon-
townhall.com.

For more about the music, visit
www.jeffrapsis.com.
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‘For the Luv of Dogy’ car show
naived funds §or the Rutland Humane S‘ocwty

BY NATE MCKAY

BRANDON-—Thanks to
the amazing efforts of Colleen
Wright, Brandon kicked off its
first annual car show!

On Saturday afternoon, un-
der threatening skies, the first
"For the Luv of Dogs" car show
was held at Estabrook field in
Brandon as a fundraiser for the
Rutland County Humane Soci-
ety. This wonderful event raised
approximately $1,200 for the
pets in need. Almost 50 cars and
trucks of various vintages and
makes made their way to the
show field. While old friends
gathered near their vehicles and
reminisced about old times, new
friendships were made while
comparing vehicles and experi-
ences. The Brandon Fire De-
partment barbecue sold grilled
foods, fries, and cold drinks.

The DJ played tunes and kara-
oke, and took requests. Vendors
sold their snacks and wares, and
people enjoyed their time at the
show. The trophies that were
awarded at 4:30 were met with
great anticipation.

Some of the entrants included:

‘31 Ford Roadster, ‘29 Ford
A truck, & ‘29 Ford AA truck,
owned by Steve Dombrowski

‘37 Chevy Coupe, owned by
Roger Mitchell (voted Best Hot
Rod)

‘82 Ford Mustang GT 5.0,
owned by Steve Baccei

‘59 Ford Edsel, owned by
Craig Pickett

‘19 Ford Mustang GT 5.0
Convertible, owned by Shaun
Ketcham

‘65 GT 350, owned by Nate
McKay

‘73 VW Bug, owned by Tracee

SHANNON BERTRAND
ACCEPTS a check for
$1,200 from Jeff Ladd
(I) and Bill Moore (r) on
behalf of the Rutland
Humane Society at the
For the Luv of Dogs car
show at Estabrook Park
on Saturday, August 19.

Photos by Nate McKay, Kate
McKay, and Colleen Wright

Pockett

‘36 Ford truck model 51,
owned by Nancy Jones

‘68 Dodge Coronet/73 Ford
Mach | mustang, owned by
Kevin Birchmore

‘70 Chevy Nova, owned by
David Anthony

‘66 Chevy II SS,
byDennis Barttell

‘36 Dodge Custom, owned
by Charlie Nassau (voted Fan's
Choice)

‘59 Chevy El Camino /cus-
tom built motorcycle (voted Best
Motorcycle), owned by Jason
Marechaux

36 Chevy pickup, owned by
John Weiner

‘17 Subaru WRX, owned by
Kendrick Evans

‘54 Corvette, owned by Nate
Natoli

77 Ford F150, owned by Clin-

owned

ton Snyder (voted Best Truck)
35 Hudson Terraplane, owned
by Allen Ladd

‘64 Buick Riviera, owned by

Vinny Messina

‘68 GMC C1500/64 Chevy
Impala, owned by Jon and Rob
Deering

Colleen Wright and Bill
Moore credit the success of this
first show to the help of many
volunteers and thank all the par-
ticipants and fans for showing
up.

The money went to a good
cause and brought our commu-
nity out for another day of fun
in Brandon. Be sure to spread
the word and keep an eye out for
next year’s show, it promises to
be even bigger and better.
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REAL ESTATE

X

Fern Lake & Dunmore

Fern Lake Building Lot: 123.54 feet frontage at North end of Fern Lake. 1.02 Acre wooded lake lot.
Mountain views to South. Soil work indicates standard in-ground system is possible. Level lake road access from
Route 53. Close to Brandon/Middlebury for shopping, theater, groceries & dining. Opportunity $149,900.

DUNMORE CONDO - views of Moosalamoo

P & Dunmore. Summer living.: swim, paddle board,

[ fish, kayak, boat, bike, hike. 444 sq.ft: open liv/

i din area, remodeled kit.& shower Bath Parlor stove.

2 BRs & screened porch. Seasonal assoc. includes a

great sandy beach, lake side patio and playground
area. New Price - $21 5,000

WhittakerRealEstate.com 802-247-6633
(802)236-3076(T) (802)236-9075(C)
Tom@WhittakerRealEstate.com
Top of the Hill, Brandon, VT

\Whittaker

r-OHR LICTINGS
wiw

Stylish home in great condition. Woodland Park custom build,
featuring a bright and crisp interior with a vaulted ceiling in
the kitchen, dining, and living areas and a roomy loft above
the bedroom. The open layout and large window banks really
connect the house to its country setting. The home is sited on a
private 15.44 acres with a small pond and stream, and panoramic
views of the surrounding woods. A detached one-car garage
provides additional storage. Close to Lake
Hortonia and Lake Bomoseen with quick
access to Route 30. $215,000

Make the dream of home ownership a reality.
We can help. Contact us today or apply online.
Beth Buckman | Community Lender | NMLS #41062

EQUAL

Nlavtli_(()iraall l])3~ank EOE FBIC "283ne
nseuof Viiddlebury nbmvt.com » 1-877-508-8455

Serving Vermont Communities Since 1831 Bank NMLS #403372
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Can you identify any of the people
in these vintage photos from

Mim Welton’s Dateline Brandon
newspaper archives? Let us know!

E-mail ads@brandonreporter.com
if you can identify someone in
these photos.

Or call us at 247-8080




Crossword

CLUES ACROSS

1. Midway between east and
southeast

4. Atright angles to a ship's
length

9. William Penn'’s business
partner

14. __de plume

15. Accomplished soccer coach

16. Bone cavities

17. __juris: independent

18. Popular Philly sandwich

20. Northern Ireland county

22. Performing artist

23.SSS

24. Lacks flavor

28. Commercials

29. Anno Domini (in the year of
Our Lord)

30. Qatar’s capital

31. Indigenous peoples of
Alberta

33. Popular footwear

37. Indicates position

38. Anglican cathedral

39. Aircraft part

41. Before

42.Blood group

43. Secretory organ

44 Fencing swords

46. The small projection of a
mammary gland

49. Technological advancement

50. Male parent

51. Dissociable

55. More cold

58. Cape Verde Islands capital

59. Blood disorder

60. Creative

64. Sun up in New York

65. Made angry

66. Relieves

67. Brooklyn hoopster

68. Seasonsings

69. Movable barriers

70. Attempt

Sudoku

CLUES DOWN

1. Occur as a result of

2. Spiritual essences

3. Representative

4. Entering

5. Nobel Prize-winning physicist

6. Midway between northeast
and east

7. Consumed

8. Tablelands

9. Kids' craft accessory

10. Not known

11. Sound directed through two
or more speakers

12. A major division of
geological time

13. Wild ox

19. Shock treatment

21. Turner and Lasso are two

24. Genus of flowering plants

25. Relating to ductless glands

26. Stock certificate

27. Satisfies

31. Places to enjoy a rest

32. Edward __, author and writer

34."__butgoodie”

35. One hundredth of a liter

36. Shabbiness

40. TV personality Roker

41. Triangular upper part of a
building

45. Speed at which you move

47. Offend

48. A reference point to shoot at

52. Forays

53. Biblical city

54. Blatted

56. Northern sea duck

57. Shabby (slang)

59. Allege

60. Tax collector

61. Whereabouts unknown

62. Chinese philosophical
principle

63. Indicates equal

Here's how a sudoku

puzzle works: Sudoku 6
puzzles are formatted
as a 9x9 grid, broken
down into nine 3x3 3

boxes. To solve a
sudoku every row,
every column and

every box must contain
the numbers 1 through 9
9. Each number must

appear only once in 4
each row, column and

box. Figure out where
to fill in the missing
numbers by using the

numeric clues already
provided in the boxes. 8

The more numbers
that are filled in, the
easier it gets to solve.

6|2 5
Level: Intermediate

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 |11 12 |13
14 15 16
17 19

20 22

25 26 |27

30
36 37
41
44 |45

51

4 50
55

34 |35
9
59
2 |63

60 |61 6
65 67
68 70

SPONSOR THE RCHS AD FOR $275 A MONTH CONTACT GEORGE@BRANDONREPORTER.COM OR CALL 802 236-4662

Join our Team at RCHS!

Do you love animals? Do you want to be part of an important cause with a life-saving mission? Would
you like to make a difference for homeless animals? If so, the Rutland County Humane Society (RCHS)
would like to hear from you! RCHS is currently hiring a Development Director, a part-time Animal Care
Associate, and a part-time Volunteer Coordinator. Interested applicants should send their resume and
cover letter to rchs@rchsvt.org. No calls or visits, please. To learn more visit www.rchsvt.org.

1 COULD BE THE NEW FRIEND YOU'VE BEEN LOOKING FOR!

MEET MADDIE -
"\ 2-YEAR-OLD. SPAYED FEMALE. MIXED BREED. WHITE.

Maddie is super sweet, playful and goofy! She likes to bound around and prance and really
blossoms when she’s outside. Beautiful Maddie arrived on August 6 from a busy shelter in
TX. She's all ready to start her new life in the colder climate with her thick fur and spunky
personality. She can be stubborn at times and needs some work on jumping but otherwise,
she’s a great, super duper pooch. Stop by and meet her. The Adoption Center is open
Tuesday through Saturday from 11 AM - 4 PM.

MEET EDITH -
2YEAR-OLD. SPAYED FEMALE. DOMESTIC SHORT HAIR. BROWN TABBY.

Edith came to us from a busy shelter in South Carolina with a few of her other feline
companions. We have noticed that she is not overly impressed with sharing her space with
any other cats, so she may be perfectly happy being the only child. Edith has no known
history with children or dogs. If you are looking for a lovely young lady with a splash of sass
to add to your family, stop by the shelter 11 am- 4 pm Tuesday- Saturday to hello to Miss Edith.

RUTLAND COUNTY
HUMANE SOCIETY

802-483-6700 * WWW.RCHSVT.ORG
765 STEVENS RD.  PITTSFORD

A 4

OUR ADOPTION CENTER IS OPEN
TUESDAY-SATURDAY FROM
11AM-4PM.
K NO APPOINTMENT NEEDED.
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OFF THE SHELF

e
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Junior Graphic
Novels

The Witch Boy
by Molly Osterta

In  thirteen-year-old  Aster's
family, all the girls are raised to
be witches, while boys grow
up to be shapeshifters.” Anyone
who dares cross those lines is
exiled. Unfortunately for Aster,
he still hasn't shifted... and he's
still fascinated by witchery, no
matter how forbidden it might
be. When a mysterious danger
threatens the other boys, Aster
knows he can help-- as a witch.
It will take the encouragement
of a new friend, the non-magical
and non-conforming Charlie, to
convince Aster to try practicing
his skills. And it will require even
more courage to save his family...
and be truly himself. Also avail-
able are the sequels The Hidden
Witch and Midwinter Witch.

Ghost Book by Remy Lai
July Chen sees ghosts. But
her dad insists ghosts aren't real.
So, she pretends they don't exist,
which is incredibly difficult now as
it's Hungry Ghost month, when
the Gates of the Underworld
open and dangerous ghosts run
amok in the living world. When
July saves a boy ghost from be-
ing devoured by a Hungry Ghost,
he becomes her first-ever friend.
Except William is not a ghost.
He's 'a wandering soul wavering
between life and death. As the
new friends embark on an adven-
ture to return William to his body,

'

they unearth a ghastly truth—for
William to live, July must die.

Picture Books

Summer is for Cousins by

Rajani LaRocca

avi can't waitto spend summer
vacation at the lake house with
his family—especially his cousins!
Summer vacation is for days at the
beach, long hikes, paddleboard-
ing, and—of course—ice cream.
Ravi and his oldest cousin, Dhruy,
had the same favorite flavor last
year, but everything feels differ-
ent now. Dhruv's much taller and
his voice is deeper. Ravi's worried
that Dhruv won't be interested
in spending time with him, the
little cousin. The ice cream shop
doesn't even have their favorite
flavor this year. But on the last
night of vacation, the cousins
decide to make dinner, and Ravi's
in charge of dessert. He only has
one special thing in mind!

Rosie Runs
by Marika Maijala
Racing dog Rosie dreams of
forests, meadows, hares, and
freedom. Trapped at the race-
track, she sprints in endless circles
— until one day, Rosie makes a
fearless beeline to the enormous
world beyond the track. Scared
and a little excited, too, Rosie runs
throu%h shadowy forests, a circus,
a bustling train station, and even
takes a quick dip alongside a ferry.
She keeps running through small
towns and whirling cities, observ-
ing the gentle moments of pass-

You are invited...

4,
-

Y

H M
BRANDON

FREE PUBLIC

LIBRARY

DID YOU KNOW?

You can now check out a
Birding Backpack-provided
by Hills and Hollow Fund
and the Rutland County
Audubon Society. Includes
2 pairs of binoculars, field
guide, and a journal with
birding sites!

ersby. Readers will find peace in a
private look at a man watering his

lants, or a jolt of happiness at a
ong-snouted dog wearing a cap
on a train as they see the world
through Rosie's eyes.

YA Graphic Novels

Stars in Their Eyes
b{AJessica Walton

aisie is on her way to Fancon!
She's looking forward to meeting
her idol, Kara Bufano, the action
hero from her favorite TV show
who has a lowerleg amputa-
tion, just like Maisie. But when
Maisie and her mom arrive at the
convention center, she is stopped
in her tracks by Ollie, a cute
volunteer working the show. They
are kind, charming, and geek out
about nerd culture just as much
as Maisie does. And as the day
wears on, Maisie notices feelings
for Ollie that she's never had
before. Is this what it feels like to
fall in love?

cocktails

FOR A CAUSE

Sunday, September 17 from 5-8pm
Join us at Café Provence for an evening of specialty cocktails, ‘celebrity’ servers, and
merriment...all for a wonderful cause! Your ticket gets you one complimentary drink and
light hors d"oeuvres. An additional cash bar will be available. Tickets must be purchased in

advance. Ages 21 and up.

[

The event is brought to you by the Brandon Library Community Volunteers
and all proceeds will benefit The Great Library Renovation.

TICKETS:

purchase:

$25 Couple, $15 Single
§ Scan the code or go online to

brandonpubliclibrary.org/library-events/

HELP BUILD
YOUR @ ¥4

LIBRARY

Gasoline is not an FDA
approved bong cleaner

August 14

* Vehicle reported hit in the
parking lot of Hannaford, some
time after the fact. Case num-
ber generated for insurance re-
port.

* A resident of Union Street
reported that his neighbor had
set off fireworks the previous
week and that the debris had
fallen on his roof but did not
cause any damage. The com-
plainant was advised that if any
damage had occurred, it would
not have been a criminal mat-
ter but a civil one instead. He
was also advised to contact the
police if the neighbor set off
fireworks again to determine
whether the proper permits had
been obtained and whether en-
forcement action need be taken.

» Officers responded to the
area of River Street regarding
a property dispute between two
neighbors. The subjects were
advised that the property dis-
pute was a civil matter and that
they should hire a surveyor to
determine the exact boundaries
of their properties. The parties
were also told to avoid any fur-
ther contact with one another to
avoid any further issues.

* Brandon Police Depart-
ment (BPD) responded to the
intersection of Newton Road
and Town Farm Road for a re-
port of a two-vehicle collision
involving a car and an ATV,
which left the scene of the ac-
cident. The investigating offi-
cers quickly located the driver
of the ATV nearby at his resi-
dence. Michael Laporte, 62, of
Brandon was issued a citation
for leaving the scene of an ac-
cident. Mr. Laporte was cited to
appear in the Rutland County
Superior Court-Criminal Divi-
sion on September 25, 2023, at
10 am for arraignment on the
aforementioned charge.

» Officers conducted a wel-
fare check on a juvenile living
on Furnace Road, at the request
of a family member. The young
girl was located and determined
to be safe and sound.

August 15

* BPD responded to a do-
mestic disturbance at an apart-
ment in Conant Square. A male
left the apartment prior to the
arrival of the officers. The fe-
male complainant was advised
of her options and was offered
services. At that time, it was
determined that no crime had
been committed between the
two parties.

* A vehicle crossed over the
center line on Champlain Street
and nearly struck an officer in

Brandon

Police Report

a head-on collision. The of-
ficer avoided the collision and
proceeded to conduct a traffic
stop on the vehicle. The opera-
tor was found to be an elderly
driver. The operator was picked
up from the scene by a family
member and issued a ticket. A
request for retesting was filed
with the Vermont Department
of Motor Vehicles for the op-
erator.

* An employee at the Jiffy
Mart on Grove Street called
to report that there was a pos-
sibly intoxicated male inside
the store who had almost fallen
over. The responding officer
determined that the man was
simply not feeling well. A ride
was arranged to bring the man
home.

* Directed speed enforcement
was conducted on Union Street.
Two vehicles were stopped for
speeding.

* BPD responded to a report
of domestic disturbance at an
apartment on Conant Square.
BPD had been dispatched the
residence on two prior occa-
sions in less than 24 hours. The
male in the residence was sub-
sequently served with a Tempo-
rary Relief from Abuse Order
and forced to leave the apart-
ment. The multiple incidents
are under active investigation
to determine if any criminal
charges are warranted.

* BPD responded to reports
of an individual following and
threatening another individual
on River Street. The caller was
advised of the option to apply
for a no-stalking order.

» Officers were approached
in Conant Square by a con-
cerned citizen who had said
that she observed a male pull
down his pants and expose
himself on Grove Street in the
area between the Jiffy Mart and
the flower shop. Officers were
unable to locate the man.

* BPD received a call regard-
ing a suspicious female at the
Jiffy Mart on Grove Street who
was asking to purchase 50 cents
in gas “to clean her bong.” The
woman then attempted to enter
the store at closing time but left
after finding the door locked.

August 16
* James Dugard, 46, was is-
sued a citation by the Rutland
City Police Department for
(See Police report, Page 19)
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(Continued from Page 18)
violating an abuse-prevention
order that had occurred in
Brandon. Dugard was cited
to appear before the Rutland
Superior Court, Criminal Di-
vision, on August 17, 2023 at
12:30 pm for arraignment on
the violation.

* A Brandon resident report-
ed a fraud/bad check incident
that had occurred in the state of
Florida. The complainant was
advised to contact the appropri-
ate agency in Florida.

* A two-vehicle crash oc-
curred on Mill Lane, off of
Center Street. No one was in-
jured but the crash resulted in
a reportable amount of damage
to both vehicles.

* Vehicle stop for a right-on-
red violation on Union Street.
Warning issued.

» Officers assisted Brandon
Area Rescue Squad (BARS)
with an intoxicated male on
River Street who had fallen
at his residence and sustained
some injuries. The individual
was subsequently transported
to Porter Hospital for treat-
ment.

* Have an upcoming event that you'd like to have added to our calendar?

August 17

* BPD responded to the mu-
nicipal parking lot behind Café
Provence on Center Street for
a complaint of an abandoned
car that had been left there
for more than a month. Offi-
cers were unable to contact the
owner and the car was towed
from the premises.

e Directed traffic enforce-
ment conducted on Route 7. No
violations noted.

August 18

* Officers conducted a direct-
ed speed enforcement on Union
Street. No violations noted.

* BPD responded to an
apartment on Mulcahy Drive
for a 911 call reporting what
sounded like a loud “pop!” in
the area. The complainant was
contacted but was not coopera-
tive. The area was searched but
nothing out of the ordinary was
detected.

* BPD responded to a resi-
dence on Fox Road for a 911
hang-up call. It was determined
that there was no emergency at
the residence and that the call
was the result of an issue with
the land line.

* A restraining order was
served at a residence on Brook-
dale Street.

* Officers conducted a motor-
vehicle stop on Franklin Street
for speeding. Warning issued.

* Vehicle stop at the inter-
section of Franklin and Park
Streets for a cell-phone viola-
tion. Ticket issued.

* Vehicle stop on Park Street
for a turn-signal violation.
Warning issued.

* Vehicle stop on Union
Street for speeding and failure
to obey a stop sign. Two tickets
issued along with two written
warnings.

August 19

* Property check at the Jiffy
Mart on Grove Street.

* Property check at the Wal-
green on Union Street.

* Vehicle stop on Union
Street for expired registration.
Warning issued.

* BPD took a report of a sto-
len vehicle in Leicester. Inci-
dent forwarded to the Vermont
State Police-New Haven Bar-
racks.

* Officers conducted foot pa-
trol at a car show at Estabrook

Park.

*+ BPD was contacted by a
resident of Forest Dale Road
requesting assistance with their
7-year-old son who would not
listen to him and was throwing
a temper tantrum. The com-
plainant was advised that this
was not a criminal matter and
was given information on par-
enting support groups.

* An incident of vandalism
was reported inside a residence
on Steinberg Road. Case under
investigation.

» Officers conducted a traf-
fic stop for a violation that
occurred on Grove Street, re-
sulting in the arrest of Brian
Sheldon of Cornwall, VT for
Driving Under the Influence.

August 20

* BPD responded to a resi-
dence on Basin Road after a
male caller reported that his
girlfriend attempted to harm
herself. Upon the officer’s ar-
rival, it was found that the
woman had caused bodily inju-
ry to the man. Elizabeth Renee
Smith, 32, of Ware, Massachu-
setts, was arrested and charged
with the offense of Domestic

SPREAD THE WORD!

LET US KNOW BY EMAIL AT NEWS@BRANDONREPORTER.COM

ARIES March 21-April 20

Aries, you may want to move your relation-
ship in a different direction, but your
partneris resistant. This could be a conflict,
orsomething that opens up a dialogue.

TAURUS April 21-May 21

Taurus, you might feel like doing all you
can to make a problem go away, and think
that acting immediately is the way to go.
But ponder a few options beforehand.

GEMINI May 22-June 21

Gemini, a professional opportunity that
seems to have many positive financial
outcomes actually could have a down side
toit. It's best if you do your research before
acting.

CANCER June 22-July 22
You may think that others do not under-

WEEKLY HOROSCOPE

stand you, Cancer. But that may be a good
thing. You can focus on explainin? your
position and maybe make a few friends
along the way.

LEO July 23-Aug. 23

Leo, you tend to be attracted to things that
tempt fate or may even be considered
forbidden. When others want you to walk
the straight and narrow for a bit, it could
be tough.

VIRGO Aug. 24-Sept. 22

Virgo, an opportunity to get away presents
itself. Enjo¥ this much-needed resrite and
don't be afraid to go the extra mile to en-
sure the trip is as memorable as possible.

LIBRA Sept. 23-Oct. 23

You may want to do it all, Libra, but some-
times you have to let others know you have
limits. When you don't, it is easy to get
taken advantage of or run yourselgragged.

SCORPIO Oct. 24-Nov. 22

Scorpio, are you ready for an adventure?
Identify some new hobbies and then learn
all you can about getting out there and do-
ing those types of activities with frequency.

SAGITTARIUS Nov. 23-Dec. 21
A loved one may want to be more cozy

CAPRICORN Dec. 22-Jan. 20

with you this week, but you're content to
have ample space and do your own thing,
Sagittarius. Let your views ge heard on this
situation.

Capricorn, you may want to tell a loved one
what they want to hear right now to make
a difficult situation go awaﬁ. However, that
only postpones the inevitable tough talk.

AQUARIUS Jan. 21-Feb. 18

You have been feeling like it is time to
break away from your regular routine,
Aquarius. It could ge because there has
been added stress on
vacation may be needed.

PISCES Feb. 19-March 20

There are some limits to doing all of the
work on your own, Pisces. First off, you may
lack the time and the expertise. Bring on
helpers this week if anyone is available.

SLELELELELSLELSL

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS
Aug.24 Jorge Luis Borges, author (d)
Aug. 25 Althea Gibson, athlete (d)
Aug.26 Melissa McCarthy, actor (53)
Aug.27 Man Ray, artist((Y)
Aug. 28 AiWeiwei, artist (66)
Aug.29 Dinah Washington, singer (d)
Aug.30 Nancy Wake,

WWII resistance leader (d)

our shoulders. A
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Assault. Smith was cited to
appear in the Rutland County
Superior Court, Criminal Di-
vision on August 21, 2023, to
answer the above charge.

* While on the way back from
dropping a prisoner off at the
correctional center in Rutland,
officers from BPD stopped to
assist Rutland City Police with
a burglary in which the suspect
had just fled the scene.

* BPD responded to the in-
tersection of North Street and
Middle Road for a report of
a single-vehicle motorcycle
crash with injuries. It was later
determined by the investigating
officers that speed was a factor
in the cause of the crash.

» Directed traffic enforce-
ment on Franklin Street. Warn-
ing issued to operator who
failed to yield to a pedestrian.

* Police responded to a com-
plaint of illegal burning on
Mulcahy Drive. Officers deter-
mined that the smoke was sim-
ply the result of someone grill-
ing their dinner.
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Hemlock Framing Stock ° Pine Shiplap Siding
Pine Tongue & Groove ° Custom Cut Timbers

89 Stevens Road Pittsford, VT | 802-483-6550

Mon-Fri: 7am-4pm & Sat: 8AM-12PM | www.gagnonlumber.com

Planting - Pruning - Removing - Repairing
Stump Removal - Timber Harvesting  Land Clearing - Firewood

Educated, Experienced and Fully Insured Professionals

Thad Poremski
(802)
349-2815
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From Provence to You
De la Provence a Vous

Wednesday — Saturday:
11:30 a.m.=9 p.m.

Sunday: 10 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Want a reservation? Please
book through the website
bttps:/feafeprovencevt.com
orcall (802) 247-9997

11 Center Street, Brandon, VT

&

Full Menu 7 days a week .
Eat In or Take Out

Available for Parties 5

25 North Street, Proctor = 802-459-3320

G

Prime Rib Every
Friday & Saturday
from 4-9 p.m.

FOOD, FRIENDS & FUN

Ad design included in pricing
Call 802 236-4662, or email
george@brandonreporter.com
for more information

BEER LOVERS FROM near and far gathered in Tunbridge for NanoFest, a celebration of craft
beers. Brandon’s own Red Clover brought its award-winning offerings to the event.

Photos by George Fjeld

Vermont NanoFest 2023 gathers small brewers

BY GEORGE FJELD

TUNBRIDGE-Thirteen  of
Vermont’s smallest breweries,
including Brandon’s own Red
Clover Ale Company, gathered
at the Tunbridge Fairgrounds
last Saturday to celebrate their
hand-crafted beers. Red Clo-
ver’s Pete Brooks said, “Be-
cause we are so small, we can’t
do many festivals and keep our
taproom supplied. But we al-
ways make sure we can go to
NanoFest. It is such a well-run
event and has a special place in
our hearts for sure.”

“This is our seventh
NanoFest,” said Organizer
Anne Linehan from Brockle-
bank Craft Brewing. “Smaller
breweries, it can be hard to
get a foothold. To get attention

S’mores False Dawn (cask-
aged stout made with S’more

nity to taste many different of-
ferings of similar styles as well

ingredients) from as some
Upper Pass Beer «pooquse we are so truly differ-
Company, Cool B ent  Dbeers.
Guy cucum- Small, we can’t do By  serv-
ber pilsner from many festivals and ing beer in
Brocklebank keep our taproom sizes from
Brewing, Straw- . 3, 6, 9, to
berry  Shortcake supplied. But we al- 12 ounces,
Sour Ale from Ways make surewe ,itendees

Whirligig Brew-
ing, and Rad, a

can go to NanoFest.
It is such a well-run

could sam-
ple a wide

grapefruit radler variety  of
from Good Mea- even.t and has_ a beers with-
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These are unique  hearts for sure.” suming too
beers not found — _Pete Brooks much. This
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the most flavor-
ful and original
beers found.
The beers are
not widely dis-
tributed but can
be as good as or
better than the
larger brewer-
ies' products.
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_d This gathering

with, you know, some of the
big names out there. So, this
is a good chance for people to
learn about some of the little
breweries that are out there. We
love getting brewers from all
over Vermont together to cel-
ebrate beer.”

By “out there,” she means
from Bennington (Farm Road
Brewing) to Jericho (Lucy &
Howe Brewing Company) to
St. Johnsbury (Whirligig Brew-
ing). The NanoFest started 8
years ago with only 3 brewer-
ies.

The beer selection was all
over as well: many variations
of TPAs, lagers, pilsners, and
stouts. A few examples are

was an opportu-

for beer lov-
ers from all over the northeast;
tickets went on sale last June
and sold out quickly.

Outside space was plentiful
for the beer lovers and their
families. There was ample
space outside the beer hall to
set up chairs, pop-up shelters,
and sample the diverse offer-
ings from the food trucks. Kids
had tons of room to run around
and play. Musical entertain-
ment was provided, with reg-
gae, Celtic, and folk all repre-
sented.
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times by bees that lived beneath my
bedroom window. But Putnam’s
calm demeanor, his declaration that
his bees were especially docile at
that moment, and his reassurance
that we’d be suited up all persuaded
me to give it a try and perhaps even
overcome my bee-related PTSD.

Plus, he corrected me: I was like-
ly stung by wasps or hornets, not
honeybees.

And he would absolutely know
the difference. Putnam has been
working with bees since 2014, af-
ter a 37-year career with the For-
est Service. A farm kid from New
Hampshire, he’d planned on buy-
ing land with maple trees and sug-
aring, as his family had done. But
when it proved difficult to find suit-
able land, his brother-in-law sug-
gested beekeeping. He took some
classes, bought some colonies, and
had a successful first year. He was
hooked.

So, on a warm, overcast day, we
rode out to Sudbury to visit some of
Putnam’s bees in a beautiful mead-
ow tucked away on a farm.

“The farmer asked me to put
some bees here,” said Putnam.
“The bees pollinate the crops. And
it’s a nice, protected location for the
bees.”

There were 12 stacks of red and
blue boxes at this site, all secured
with metal straps and surrounded
by an electric fence to deter bears.

“Nylon straps don’t work,”
said Putnam. “Bears can tear right
through them.” He even had to raise
the height of the fencing when it
became apparent to him that a bear
could jump over it. Humans aren’t
the only creatures with a fondness
for honey.

When it comes to natural sweet-
eners, maple syrup gets all the glory
in Vermont. It’s literally the official
state flavor. But honey is at least as
delicious and as hard to produce.
And as with maple syrup, so much
of a season’s yield depends on fac-
tors humans cannot control.

Bees need nectar to produce
honey and the amount of available
nectar varies with temperature and

rainfall.

“When we had that frost in May,
it killed off most of the sources that
the bees normally feed on,” said
Putnam. “They had to find other
sources of nectar. They travel up to
three miles to find food, so I can’t
say for sure what they were eat-
ing, but the honey they made was
darker than usual and had a deeper
flavor.” Having tasted that batch,
which Putnam named “Late Sum-
mer Amber Wildflower,” I can at-
test that this is true. The honey had
arich flavor, like the darkest maple
syrup.

When resources are scarce, bees
get protective of their honey, which
serves as their main source of carbo-
hydrates (pollen is the main source
of their protein). When conditions
have been favorable and they have
plenty of honey, they generally just
2o about their business.

“They’re really docile right now.
This is the calmest I've seen them
in a while,” said Putnam. He hand-
ed me a beekeeper’s jacket with a
full hood, which I gladly donned,
along with a pair of latex gloves.
Even with these precautions, I was
hesitant at first to approach the
hives.

“Walk behind them,” advised
Putnam. “All the activity is in the
front of a hive, so if you’re behind
them, you won’t seem like a threat.”

While bees collected at the en-
trances to the hives, there were very
few flying around.

“Bees use the sun as a guide
when they fly, so on an overcast
day like today, you’re not going to
see a lot of them flying out to for-
age,” Putnam explained.

As we learned as kids, bees do
indeed dance for their colonies to
communicate about food sources.
The movements of the dance relate
the location and distance of the food
to the position of the sun and the
intensity of the dance indicates the
desirability of the source. So, a re-
ally nice clump of buckwheat (a fa-
vorite food, according to Putnam),
might elicit a frenzied dance, like a
little kid getting animated when ex-
plaining to his friends where there

aries.

RIGHT: QUEEN BEES ready to be introduced to

new colonies.

was ice cream to be had.

At one point, a single guard bee
decided it wanted a closer look at
me and began buzzing around my
head. Although fully covered, I
tensed up—old triggers die hard.
But the bee apparently deemed
me uninteresting and flew off. As
time wore on, I became less and
less nervous and allowed myself
to get closer to the hives for a bet-
ter look, especially when Putnam
began to open them up to conduct
the business of the day: determin-
ing whether the colonies had good
relationships with their queens.

Each colony has a queen, whose
job is to lay eggs and keep the
colony viable. Each egg develops
into either a male drone or a female
worker. The females tend to the
eggs, forage for nectar and pollen,
and produce wax and honey. In
short, the females do all the things
we tend to associate with honey-
bees. The males exist solely to mate
with the queens (though not neces-
sarily with the queens of their own
colonies). Only eggs that are fertil-
ized develop into females. Unfer-
tilized eggs become males. Since
more females than males are nec-
essary for the success of a colony,
queens need to mate often to keep
up the supply of fertilized eggs.

But sometimes a queen needs to
be replaced, either because she has
died or because her colony is dis-
satisfied with her egg production. A
queen who doesn’t produce enough
eggs will be killed and “supersed-
ed” by a new queen, which can be
made from any fertilized egg if the

TOP: FRED PUTNAM of Busy Bee Honey (l) got
Steven Jupiter (r) all suited up at one of his api-

larva is fed a
consistent  diet
of “royal jelly”
by the worker
bees. A new
queen can also
be introduced into the colony by the
beekeeper, who then needs to track
whether she has been accepted by
the colony. A queen that is not ac-
cepted will be killed.

This all sounds quite harsh, but
the bees accept their fates for the
survival of the colony, each of
which should be seen as a “super-
organism,” according to Putnam.
The individual bees that make up
the colony live solely to ensure the
survival of the colony as a whole.

Putnam tipped each hive forward
slightly to feel how heavy it was.
A heavy hive is a good sign, as it’s
likely to contain a good amount of
honey. I tipped some of the hives as
well and felt the difference.

When Putnam opened the hives
to check on the activity within, he
used a smoke gun to disperse the
bees so he could pull out the wood-
en frames and check whether there
were eggs and honey, both signs of
a properly functioning colony.

Each frame was covered with the
iconic hexagonal cells. Some cells
were topped with wax to seal off
the honey for later use. Some cells
had clearly visible white specks
at the bottom: eggs. This colony
clearly had a functioning queen.

Honey is made from evaporated
nectar, a process hastened by work-
er bees fanning the nectar with their
wings in the hive. The goal is to

concentrate the sugars in the nectar,
in much the same was that boiling
concentrates the sugars in maple
sap.

Putnam used a device called a
refractometer to test the moisture
content of the honey. Ideal mois-
ture content is below 18.5%. When
honey contains a higher percentage
of water than that, it becomes a fer-
tile ground for yeasts and other mi-
croorganisms that can cause honey
to spoil. A moisture content below
18.5% ensures that the honey will
“self-preserve,” as Putnam put it.

“Honey is hydrophilic,” Putnam
said, “which means it attracts mois-
ture from the air. Always keep your
honey covered.”

The honey in the combs that Put-
nam pulled had a moisture content
of 18.1%, on the higher end but still
acceptable. It was ready to be har-
vested, so he set the frame inside
a box to be extracted at home. Un-
like maple sap, honey doesn’t need
to be processed. In fact, Putnam
doesn’t heat or filter the honey he
sells.

It was hard not to be impressed
by the singular purpose of these
bee colonies, which have to adapt
to constantly shifting conditions
with the seasons. A bee colony’s
population peaks in summer and
dwindles in fall, shrinking from

(See Busy Bee Honey, Page 23)
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(Continued from Page 21)
around 60,000 to 8,000, as the col-
ony prepares for the winter, during
which time it will live off of honey
stores. As winter nears, bees die off
and are not replaced. The remain-
ing bees huddle together and shiver
to keep the temperature of the hive
warm enough for their survival.

It was also hard not to be im-
pressed by Putnam’s knowledge
and composure.

“Beekeepers like to talk about
bees,” he joked.

But it’s a tough job. Theft of
honey by bears, failure of a colo-
ny to “requeen,” increased use of
pesticides, infestation by Varroa
mites—a constant source of con-
cern for any beekeeper—all of it
can devastate a colony.

In fact, one of Putnam’s colo-
nies at this site appeared to have
lost its queen and failed to produce
a new one. So, Putnam slipped a
new queen into the hive in a little
cage sealed with sugar paste. The
bees in the colony will sense the
new queen’s pheromones and eat
through the paste to get to her.
When she’s finally released from
the cage, the colony will decide
whether to accept her, in which
case she will mate and produce

FRED PUTNAM CHECKS a frame for eggs and honey to see
whether the colony is in good shape.

eggs, or to kill her, in which case
the colony will remain queenless
and potentially collapse.

Despite having been stung hun-
dreds of times—"It still hurts like
h--- he said—Putnam remains
committed to these little critters.
You can sense the respect he has for
them and the pride he takes in the
quality of his honey, which he sells
at local markets and online, with
customers as far away as Hawaii

_BSCRIBE

(“Hawaiian honey isn’t good,” Put-
nam laughed).

It’s not a job for the faint of heart
but for Fred Putnam it remains a
passion.

Visit Busy Bee Honey online at
busybechoneyvermont.com.

And while I'm proud of myself
for remaining calm in the presence
of so many stingers, I’ll just enjoy
the honey and leave the bees to the
experts like Fred Putnam.
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conantsquareGallery

(Continued from Page 9)
in her artist statement, which ref-
erences giants of that era, such as
Franz Kline and Robert Mother-
well, who created work with big,
black forms much as Bull does in
some work here.

Bull used her brooms, which
were mostly handheld, to create
forceful blocks of color. In several
works, isolated patches of bright
color vibrate against darker back-
grounds, creating an enjoyable ten-
sion that evokes a feeling of claus-
trophobia and release.
In a work titled “Blue

WWW.GSTONEMDTORS.COM

Broom,” a small field
of bright orange is
surrounded by a large
sea of blue and it’s
impossible to discern
whether the orange
floats on the surface of
the blue, escaping it,
or is captured by it and
rendered immobile.

“I wanted to let the
broom be a broom and
not contort it to be a
brush,” said Bull. “I
felt completely flum-
moxed at first. But 1
put the canvases on
the ground and it was
almost like I swept the
floor and you saw the
marks.”

Of the three artists,
Mayo had the most
experience  making
purely abstract work,
as the genre is what
she’s known for. The

36 Boardman St.,
Middlebury VT 05753
802-388-6718
gstonemotors.com

work she produced for this show
has a softer quality than that of
her gallerymates. It’s somewhat
impressionistic, evoking some-
thing familiar without depicting it
directly.

In “Rain and Water,” Mayo uses
blue and white paint to suggest
the movement of flowing water.
“Current” evokes lightning and
electricity while still remaining
steadfastly abstract. In “Incoming
Storm,” she was inspired by the
water rushing over the falls next
to the gallery building on Conant
Square (in which she also makes
her home) during the heavy rains
in July.

“I realize now that in the process
of creating [these works], alone in
my studio as well as being in dia-
logue with Fran and Warren, I fell
into a whole new art experience,”
wrote Mayo.

“We need to bring the viewer
in,” Mayo continued. “This is a
cross between a museum and a
gallery. The work is for sale, but
I don’t think about who’s going to
buy it.”

The conantsquareGallery is
open from 3 to 5 on Tuesdays
and Thursdays and from 5 to 7 on
Fridays. It’s open to the public.
“Broom Art” runs through Octo-
ber 31.

LEFT: WARREN KIMBLE stands next to “Ode to J.P.”, an hom-
age to Jackson Pollock, who pioneered the drip technique that
Kimble employed here.

ABOVE: SANDY MAYO next to "Incoming Storm,” which was in-
spired by the heavy rains Vermont experienced in July.

Congratulations
and best wishes
to Phil Devoid on
his retirement!

Phil has been a key player in
helping our new dealership

get off to such a successful
start. He ended his career

with his final sale to longtime
customer John Mclntyre We
wish him all the best on his
retirement and thank him for &

his hard work!

2149 Rt 7 South,
Middlebury VT 05753
802-388-9961
stonecdijr.com
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