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MYTHIC & QUOTIDIAN
Fran Bull and Peter Wallis show 
their surreal side at the Chaffee in 
Rutland.  
 PG. 8  

IN MEMORY OF OFFICER  
JESSICA EBBIGHAUSEN

Lost too early.  Words from Bran-
don Police Chief David Kachajian.  

PG. 6

ARPA AND SEWER RATES
Brandon Selectboard continues its 
debates on ARPA and sewer rates.  

PG 2

SUMMER FUN
‘Little Phantoms Summer Camp’ 
enjoys its irst wet-n-wild summer 
in Proctor.  

PG 20

Echoes of Irene
THE NESHOBE RIVER rages under the bridge in downtown Brandon on Monday afternoon.  Bran-
don was spared the worst but much of the state suffered.   Photo by Steven Jupiter

DAVE HAMMOND DISCUSSES his replica Davenport motors.  

Photo by Steven Jupiter

Goshen Town Clerk is latest 
in many changes in town

Relentless 
rainfall 
devastates 
Vermont

BY GEORGE FJELD
GOSHEN—In the latest of a 

series of major changes in local 
government in Goshen, Martin 
Fjeld has been appointed town 
clerk by the Selectboard. Board 
chair Bill Mathis was impressed 
by Fjeld’s energy and enthusiasm 
for the job, as well as his posi-
tion to not take sides in the cur-
rent political changes in Goshen. 
Mathis stated, “He’s not caught 
up in the nonsense going on.”  
Fjeld’s nomination was presented 
by resident Timmy Mofi. Fjeld 
is ready to take on this challenge. 
He has no prior experience but is 
excited to learn. He stated, “I will 

use all the state and local resourc-
es, of which there are many.” He 
recently invited Brandon Town 
Clerk Sue Gage to Goshen to 
help him get a feel for the job 
from a veteran. Gage helped 
Fjeld link to different organiza-
tions important to his new work 
as town clerk.

Former governor F. Ray Key-
ser, Jr. once said “Vermont poli-
tics are local people getting elect-
ed and doing a job for a time and 
then letting someone else take 
over.”

Former town clerk Rosemary 
McKinnon resigned/retired part-

(See Selectboard, Page 7)

BY STEVEN JUPITER
BRANDON—With an in-

tensity not seen since Tropical 
Storm Irene in 2011, rainfall 
lashed Vermont for two days 
earlier this week, swelling rivers 
and streams beyond their natu-
ral capacities and sending water 
into the main streets of major 
towns and villages.  Both Presi-
dent Biden and Governor Scott 
declared a state of emergency 
to release the funds and services 
that will be needed for recovery.  
FEMA Administrator Deanne 
Criswell was scheduled to visit 
the state on Wednesday to assess 
conditions and needs.  While the 
Brandon/Pittsford area was gen-
erally spared the worst of the 
damage, with looding mostly 
limited to outlying roads, it will 
take months to restore much of 

(See Flood, Page 3)

(See Davenport, Page 14)

BY STEVEN JUPITER
BRANDON—The second-

annual Davenport Electric Fest 
entertained and informed visi-
tors on Saturday, July 8. More 
than 400 people came to the 

campus of Otter Valley Union 
High School to talk with mak-
ers of electric vehicles, see 
replicas of some of the earli-
est known electric motors, 

Davenport Electric Fest  
jolts Brandon in its 2nd year

The Brandon/
Pittsford area  
left largely intact
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the state.  
In Brandon, the Neshobe Riv-

er, which wreaked such havoc 
during Irene in 2011, managed 
to remain within its banks.  The 
overlow culvert in downtown, 
installed in the aftermath of that 
devastating storm, performed 
its job and handled the excess 
capacity with relative ease.  
Though the water cascading over 
both sets of falls in downtown 
Brandon seemed overwhelming 
at times, none of the surrounding 
buildings or homes was ever in 
serious jeopardy and the over-
looks in Green and Kennedy 
Parks were popular places for 
photographs.

In Brandon, Town Manager 
Seth Hopkins and Deputy Town 
Manager Bill Moore spent most 
of Monday traversing the town, 
keeping an eye on water levels 
not only in downtown, which 
suffered so heavily during Irene, 
but also in all of the spots with 
a known propensity to lood, 
like Newton Road in Forestdale 
and Route 73 near the Sudbury 
line.  Mr. Hopkins relayed in an 
email that Brandon’s wastewa-
ter treatment facility processed 
three times the normal daily low 
(2,000,000  vs. 700,000 gallons) 
through the town’s sewer system.

Though there was minimal 
looding in Brandon during the 
rainstorm on Monday, by Tues-
day afternoon Otter Creek began 
spilling over its banks as water 
from harder-hit areas upstream 
made its way north.  By Wednes-
day morning, Union Street, Pearl 
Street, and Champlain Street 
(Route 73) all had inundation 
that necessitated closure.  Long 
Swamp and Short Swamp Roads 
were also impassable.  Con-
versely, Mr. Hopkins also re-
ported on Wednesday morning 

that the overlow channel on the 
Neshobe in downtown Brandon 
was no longer needed to handle 
excess water.

In Pittsford, Town Manager 
David Atherton monitored water 
levels on Otter Creek and Fur-
nace Brook throughout the day.  
On Monday night, the Pittsford 
Fire Department reported that 
Elm Street and Gorham Bridge 
Road had become impassable.  
Parts of Route 3 and West Proctor 
Road were also underwater.  By 
Tuesday morning, all four of the 
town’s covered bridges were ei-
ther partially submerged or close 
to it as Otter Creek and its tribu-
taries continued to swell.  Parts 
of West Creek Road were closed 
because of looding as well.

Even with some roadways 
rendered unusable, the Brandon/
Pittsford area emerged relatively 
unscathed from the storm.  Towns 
farther south, such as Ludlow and 
Weston, suffered much greater 
damage.  Ludlow’s downtown 
was looded by Monday after-
noon, and it was reported that 
Weston was completely cut off at 
one point.  Many roads through 
the Route 100 corridor between 
Rochester and Ludlow were 
closed or impassable.  Fortunate-
ly, no deaths had been reported in 
Vermont as of press time.

But the greatest casualties of 
the Flood of 2023 are likely to 
be Montpelier and Barre, both of 
which saw torrents of water low 
through their streets.  Though 
water levels had been reported 
to recede on Tuesday, the threat 
of additional looding loomed 
as oficials debated the neces-
sity of releasing water from the 
Wrightsville Dam, three miles 
upstream from Montpelier on 
the Winooski River.  With only 
3 feet of additional capacity left 
in the reservoir, it seemed likely 

that some water would need to 
be released into the river to avoid 
uncontrolled spillover and even 
worse damage.  By Wednesday 
morning, it appeared that the 
dam would hold.

Unlike Irene, which had been 
tracked as a hurricane before 
downgrading to a tropical storm 
over land, this storm seemed to 
come out of nowhere, catching 
the state by surprise.  It had al-
ready been a fairly wet summer 
and a few more days of rain 
didn’t feel unusual, however un-

welcome they may have been.  
The intensity and duration of 
the downpour, though, exceed-
ed most expectations.  The irst 
emergency lash-lood warning 
was issued to cellphones at 3:03 
a.m. on Monday morning.  For 
many people, that warning was 
the irst inkling that this storm 
might be more than a simple 
shower.  Two more warnings 
were issued on Monday, one at 
7:26 a.m. and one at 11:50 p.m.

By Tuesday morning, the 
skies had cleared and one had 

little sense from the weather 
that the previous day had been 
so vicious.  Even with blue 
skies, though, the danger had 
not passed.  Water was still com-
ing down off the mountains and 
waterways might continue to 
rise, especially as excess vol-
ume works its way downstream.  
There is more rain in the forecast 
over the coming week.  With the 
soil already saturated, Vermont 
is likely to see additional lood-
ing and subsidence of weakened 
ground.  

Flood
(Continued from Page 1)

TOP: THE NESHOBE River in Brandon. BOTTOM RIGHT: view of looded lands in Proctor.  BOTTOM 
LEFT: Gorham Bridge inundated by Otter Creek as seen from Pittsford. 

Photos by Steven Jupiter, Alicia Malay, and Dale Christie
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The sight of Montpelier un-
derwater is just heartbreaking.  
On a human level, the capital 
is no more important than any 
other town in Vermont, but 
symbolically there was some-
thing particularly agonizing 
about seeing our statehouse 
perched above a sea of muddy 
water.  Of course, the water 
will eventu-
ally recede 
and the town 
will appear as 
it did before 
the storm.  But 
we will know 
how vulner-
able it is—how 
vulnerable we 
are.  The idea 
of Vermont as 
a climate ha-
ven is looking 
somewhat less 
certain this 
morning. 

When Irene devastated our 
state in 2011, it was seen as 
a generational event, a 1-in-
100 storm that we’d tell our 
grandkids about as they stared 
in wide-eyed wonder.  Now 
it’s clear that these events can 
happen at any time, without 
any warning.  We went to bed 
on Sunday thinking the rain 
was annoying.  We woke up on 
Monday with emergency alerts 
on our phones, wondering what 
was happening and how bad it 
would get.  Only 12 years af-
ter Irene, we lived through an-
other “generational event” and 
chances are we won’t have to 
wait even that long for the next 
one.

At this point, there really 
shouldn’t be any debate over 
the reality of climate change.  
The debate should be focused 
solely on what to do about it.  

But we’re still mired in a po-
litical tar pit, unable to execute 
even the merest mitigations 
without endless recriminations 
from those who’d have us be-
lieve that it’s normal for Ver-
mont to lood at the same time 
as Canadian forest ires are ill-
ing our skies with smoke at the 
same time as the southern U.S. 

is experienc-
ing insane heat 
and the ocean 
off the coast 
of Florida is 
almost 90 de-
grees.  Every 
new year now 
seems to claim 
the record for 
hottest year 
ever.  Is it a 
natural cycle?  
Maybe to some 
extent, but if 
it’s exacerbated 

at all by our own activities, it 
seems prudent to take a step 
back and ask what we can do to 
slow this roll.

In “The Sun Also Rises” by 
Ernest Hemingway, one char-
acter asks another how he went 
bankrupt.  The answer: “Two 
ways.  Gradually, then sud-
denly.”  This exchange has al-
ways struck me as profoundly 
insightful.  So much in life fol-
lows that pattern: gradually, 
then suddenly.  We don’t no-
tice gradual changes until they 
snowball into what seems to be 
a sudden collapse.  A wealthy 
man makes a series of small 
misjudgments, chipping away 
at his wealth until there’s “sud-
denly” none left.  Seemingly 
sturdy bridges that “suddenly” 
collapse turn out to have been 
gradually deteriorating for 
years.  An ecosystem is gradu-

 CASTLETON, Vt. — The 
Vermont Fish & Wildlife De-
partment will once again be of-
fering Teen Conservation Week-
end to be held at the Edward F. 
Kehoe Conservation Camp in 
Castleton on August 18-20.

“We are pleased to announce 
a fun and exciting opportunity 
for teens ages 15-17. Teen Con-
servation Weekend allows us to 
provide teens with an exciting 
weekend of quality environ-
mental education,” says Han-
nah Phelps, Camp Coordinator.  
“Campers will arrive Friday 
evening and immediately be-
gin participating in Let’s Go 

Fishing and Hunter Education 
programing before backpack-
ing out to a remote pond for an 
evening of camping and ish-
ing.”

The weekend is open to ages 
15-17 and is the perfect way 
for teens to unplug and engage 
with peers outdoors before 
heading back to the classroom.  
The weekend is capped at 20 
participants, but there is still 
space for new registrants.  Ar-
rival time is 5:45 p.m. Friday, 
August 18 with departure time 
4 p.m. on Sunday afternoon.

All participants will be ex-
pected to only bring gear they 

can carry themselves as they 
will participate in a backpack-
ing trip to a remote campsite on 
Saturday evening.

The cost for the weekend is 
$125, which includes all meals.  
Sponsorships are available to 
cover the cost.

To register for the week-
end, please email a completed 
application found at https://
vtfishandwildlife.com/learn-
more/conservation-education/
teen-conservation-weekend 
to Hannah.Phelps@vermont.
gov. Any questions can be di-
rected to Hannah Phelps at  
802-249-4199.

Just passin’ through…
THIS IS A Black-throated green warbler that was migrating through Brandon. 

Photo by Sue Wetmore

Editorial

BRANDON REPORTER

Periodicals Postage Paid at Brandon, Vt. 05733

Published every Wednesday in Rutland County by Reporter News Media Corp., Brandon VT. 
Member Vermont Press Association; New England Press Association; National Newspapers Association.

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION RATE: $50.00, SENIORS $45 • OUT OF STATE SUBSCRIPTION RATE: $60.00, SENIORS $55
The Reporter assumes no inancial responsibility for typographical errors in advertisements but will reprint that part of an 
advertisements in which the typographical error occurred. Advertisers please notify the management immediately of any 

errors which may occur. SJ

Postmaster, send address change to The Reporter,
58 Maple St., Middlebury, VT 05753 • Phone: 802-388-4944

Email: news@brandonreporter.com, ads@brandonreporter.com

The Reporter is a nonproit, community-supported newspaper  
managed by a volunteer Board of Directors. 

Current board members are Steven Jupiter, president;  
Dr. George Fjeld, treasurer; Barbara Ebling, secretary.  

Graphic design by Sepi Alavi

Community Forums

VT Fish & Wildlife Teen Conservation 
Weekend

At this point, there 
really shouldn’t be 
any debate over 
the reality of cli-
mate change.  The 
debate should be 
focused solely on 
what to do about it.  

Gradually, then suddenly

(See Suddenly, Page 4)

ally compromised in survivable 
ways until “suddenly” we can 
no longer survive.

Is that alarmist?  Surely there 
will be people who think so.  
As long as there’s food in the 
supermarket and running wa-
ter in our plumbing, we choose 

to kick the can down the road, 
thinking there’s still plenty of 
time to make changes.  Or we 
even deny any need to change 
anything at all.  But both of 
these positions are clearly un-
tenable.  But how do we man-
date change?  Is it even pos-
sible in this political moment 

to mandate anything and ex-
pect compliance?  Think about 
how hard it was to get people 
to simply wear masks during 
the pandemic.  And even if 
we make changes in Vermont, 
beyond those we’ve already 
implemented, are we just salv-
ing ourselves if those changes 
aren’t adopted everywhere 
else?

— Steven Jupiter

Suddenly
(Continued from Page 4)
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Mythic and Quotidian: 
Fran Bull & Peter Wallis 

share surreal visions of 

life at the Chaffee
BY STEVEN JUPITER

RUTLAND—You awaken 
from a dream and try to make 
sense of the fragmentary im-
ages still swirling in your head. 
Glimpses of people, place, 
things slip in and out of your 
mind’s eye as you struggle to 
piece everything together before 
it all recedes back into your sub-
conscious, like toys thrown back 
into a toybox you can only ac-
cess when you’re sleeping. Such 
is the effect of the artwork on 
display in “Mythic and Quotid-
ian” by Fran Bull and Peter Wal-
lis at the Chaffee Art Center in 
Rutland.

Bull has been living and work-
ing in Brandon for years and the 
material in this show was select-
ed from a larger exhibit she had 
at the Compass Center in Bran-
don last year. That exhibit was ti-

tled “We’re All at a Party Called 
Life on Earth!” and the signage 
from that show is displayed with 
the pieces Bull chose for the 
Chaffee. There are paintings in 
the exhibit, but the focus is reso-
lutely on the sculpture: clown-
like igures painted in garish 
colors with exaggerated limbs 
and ghoulish smiles, all exuding 
the doomed joy of guests waltz-
ing to their deaths on a sinking 
ship. There is no soundtrack to 
the show, but one could easily 
imagine a circus calliope spew-
ing a deliriously upbeat melody 
to drown out the agony these ig-
ures clearly live in.

And that seems to be Bull’s 
absurdist point: that life on Earth 
can sometimes be a grotesque 
party where we paint our faces 
and force our laughter in order 

to hide the pain that often comes 
with being human—the struggle 
to ind joy in the struggle to 
survive. The bright colors and 
determined smiles mask a des-
peration to ind meaning. The 
busts in this show were inspired, 
Bull says, by Greek and Roman 
statuary, perhaps as an evocation 
of ancient vanity: these humans 
once existed but exist no more…

Bull has been an artistic no-
mad throughout her career, mov-
ing from one style and/or subject 
to another to satisfy her restless 
curiosity. She started out, de-
cades ago, as a photorealist, pro-
ducing exquisitely convincing 
paintings and prints. Now, after 
a lifetime as an artist—and hu-
man—her work is looser, more 
expressive, and more interested 
in peeling back surfaces than in 
depicting them.

Peter Wallis is several decades 
Bull’s junior, yet his work holds 
its own next to hers. Originally 
from Pittsford, Wallis now lives 
in the San Francisco area and has 
come home with shows at the 
Chaffee and at Northern Daugh-
ters in Vergennes. The work on 
display at the Chaffee, mostly 
small-scale surrealistic vignettes 
of seemingly random igures—
a cast of thousands engaged in 
some coded choreography—
reads like wordless graphic nov-
els telling stories we’re invited 
to translate for ourselves. 

“I like the viewer to create the 
story,” said Wallis at the show. 

And the above reference to 
choreography has a literal ele-
ment to it: Wallis enlisted artist 
Jonathan Capone to digitize one 
of Wallis’s works and hook it 
up to a sensor so that someone 
moving in front of the piece ac-
tually ends up animating it. It’s 
just another way for Wallis to 
entice viewers to interact with 
his work.

Wallis created these works 
as one-off lithographs, which 
he then overpaints in gouache 
(opaque watercolor). This tech-
nique lends them a somewhat 
vintage feel, like illustrations in 
antique children’s books. The 
components of these scenarios 
are quite varied but a few ele-
ments appear in several: indus-
trial settings, dancers, soldiers, 
skeletons, and, in sync with 
Bull’s work in the adjacent 
room, clowns. What it all means 
depends on the speciic connec-
tions the viewer makes among 
these igures and locales. 

Wallis also recruited several 
colleagues and local friends to 
create shadowboxes out of ci-
gar boxes, each one divided into 
compartments illed with assort-
ed objects that are simultaneous-
ly discrete and connected. Like 

Wallis’s 2-D pieces, the boxes 
are meant to tell stories that the 
artists might create but the view-
er is free to interpret differently.

“Childhood,” said Mike Wil-
son of Goshen, when asked what 
he intended to convey through 
his box.

Those who like to be chal-
lenged by art, who enjoy the 
interpretive process, will ap-
preciate this show. Even those 
who prefer more traditional ap-
proaches will still ind a lot to 
admire in the technical prowess. 
There’s a sophistication of both 
concept and execution that’s 
absolutely worth investigating 
here, and an opportunity for the 
viewer to integrate their own 
imagination into the work.

“Mythic and Quotidian” runs 
through August 18 at the Chaffee 
Art Center in Rutland City.

ART REVIEW:

TOP:  PETER WALLIS describes his methods to visitors.  MIDDLE: Works by Wallis.  BOTTOM: 
Works by Fran Bull.  

Photos by Steven Jupiter.

FRAN BULL
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ARTIST: AYDEN LAROCQUE

GRADE: 8

SCHOOL: OTTER VALLEY UNION   

JUNIOR HIGH

TITLE: ORGANIC AND 

GEOMETRIC DRAWING  

OF A HORSE

TEACHER: DASHA KALISZ

Sharpen your mind 
with our puzzles. 

See page 17
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Congrats to Oficer Alnwich 
and K-9 partner Guinness

Brandon 
By Izaiah

Bookstore with great books.

Really good ice cream at BHOP (Brandon 

House of Pizza).

Amazing food.

No it won’t get boring.

Don’t leave yet you haven’t seen it all.

Over there is a cool shop with wind spinners.

Never have I ever seen a more beautiful place.

On Friday, June 30, 2023, Oficer Aidan Alnwich and his K-9 
partner Guinness graduated from the Orange County Sheriff’s 
Department K-9 Training Academy in the State of New York 
after going through 4 months of intensive training in tracking, 
evidence recovery, agility, obedience, and patrol work. K-9 
Guinness is now fully certiied in both narcotics detection and 
patrol work. K-9 Guinness was presented with his badge at the 
graduation by Chief Kachajian. Everyone at the Brandon Police 
Department is very proud of our K-9 Team and the hard work, 
dedication, and sacriice that they made being away from home 
so that they could attend the training school. Our team will not 
only be an asset for our police department but also for our town 
and the community we serve. Please help us with expressing 
our “Congratulations” to our K-9 handler and his partner.

Respectfully,
Chief David Kachajian
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July
Mondays 
Brandon Rec offers Aikido classes  
Come to Brandon Town Hall for Youth classes at 5 p.m., 
and adult classes at 6 p.m. Beginners and spectators 
welcome. Visit www.aikidovermont.org for more infor-
mation, including fees.

Tuesdays
Maclure Library Story Time Playgroup  
Looking for a fun, educational playgroup for your 2–5 
year old? Look no further! From 10 a.m. – 12 p.m. 
join Miss Allie , a certiied teacher, for a weekly FREE 
literacy-based playgroup. Light snacks will be provided, 
along with stories, crafts, songs, games, and more. To 
register, please email allie.grifiths@rcpcc.org with your 
child's name, age, and contact information for your 
family.

Friends Zone 
The Friends Zone will be initially open 3 hours per 
week at the Brandon United Methodist Church on 
Tuesdays from 12-3 p.m. at 1 Franklin Street, Brandon.
Socialize with old friends, make new ones. Sip some 
soup while you sip a drink. Be puzzled for a bit, sort-
ing out a puzzle, or hold an Ace in the hole until the 
right moment to play it. If so inclined, you can bring 
to the table a struggle of your own to work on or your 

thoughts on develop-
ing the Friends Zone or 
improving our lives.

The door is open. Our 
minds are open. Our 
hearts are open.

All are welcome in.

For more information 
contact pastors Reverend 
John Hardman-Zimmer-
man (hzfm@hotmail.com 
or 802-282-7532) or Vicki 
Disorda (vqueenofthee-
arth@gmail.com or 802-
345-4125).

Pins & Needles Craft 
Club at the Brandon Free 
Public Library 
Drop in from 5:30–7:00 
p.m., and bring your proj-
ects to work on.

 
Wednesdays
Drop-In Tech Help at the Brandon Free Public Library  
Drop in from 11:30 a.m.–2:30 p.m. with your tech is-
sues—not sure how to set up email on your phone or 
how to rent an audiobook? We can help. 

Ping Pong  
The Green Mountain Table Tennis Club would like to 
announce the beginning of its new season!

The club has begun playing on Wednesday evenings 
starting at 7 p.m. It will meet nearly every Wednesday 
year-round in the gym at the Rutland Area Christian 
School in Rutland, located at the corner of Melrose 
Ave. and Lincoln Ave. in Rutland, a block from the 
intersection of Route 7 and Melrose Ave. (110 Lincoln 
Ave., Rutland, VT 05701).

Being a part of this unique and exciting club offers a 
variety of activities, including regular practice, a chal-
lenge board, clinics for beginner and advanced play, 
singles and doubles, inter-club events with other table 
tennis clubs, and even tournaments.

If you are interested in table tennis as a recreational 
or athletic activity, we’re interested in you! There is a 
modest membership fee of only $30, although you can 
come twice free as our guest. Bring your sneakers and 
paddle (or use ours) and have some fun playing a great 
game of “Pong!”

For further information about the Green Mountain 
Table Tennis Club, visit our club’s website at www.
gmttc.com. 

Yoga Prana Shakti Zoom & Studio Chair Yoga, Gentle, 
Wednesdays 
From 10:30–11:30 a.m. at 155 Woodstock Avenue in 
Rutland Lina Cloffe Hanson (Parvati) offers an Earth 
Conscientious, Spiritual, Gentle Physical Yoga Practice. 
We meet on Mondays via zoom. Contact for Zoom link. 
(There is also a Monday Zoom only class)

Not everyone can get up and down off of the loor 
easily making traditional yoga classes dificult. If you 
have physical limitation or a health issue this might be 
the ideal class for you. With the help of a chair most 
people can practice yoga and reaping the beneits 
of increased circulation, balance, lexibility, mobility, 
strength and more. 

We spend a fair a.m.ount of the time exercising in a 
seated position in the chairs but if possible, we also do 
exercises standing, using the chairs for support. The 
exercises can be adjusted for individual needs and we 
move at a comfortable pace. I think will soon notice a 
difference once you start. Looking forward to seeing 
you in class! 

Lina (Parvati) has 20 plus years of experience teaching 
and a lifelong personal practice. 

To stay tuned if there are any cancellations, follow on 
Facebook and get on email list. $15/class

Calendar of events
Meet the Artist Night at  

the Brandon Artists Guild
Muffy Kashkin Grollier, com-

bines her skills as a ine art painter 
with the iber art of needle felting. 
Grollier’s painterly process brings 
to life the animal kingdom using 
dyed wool as her medium produc-
ing a 3-D effect.

Please join us on Friday, July 21, 
between 7-8:30pm, light refresh-
ments will be served.

The gallery is open Monday - 
Saturday 10am- 5pm, and Sunday 
10am - 4pm, located at 7 Center 
Street, Brandon, VT 05733. For 
more info call (802) 247-4956 or 
visit brandonartistsguild.org.

Magical Mischief Unfolds at Rotary Park
Come Alive Outside and Partners for Prevention are celebrating fantasy, fairytales and folklore during their 

Magical Mischief festival at Rotary Park on July 29 from 10 to 1pm. This free event connects people to the 
magic of nature with games, activities and a costume parade in the green space of Rotary Park. 

Come Alive Outside, Partners for Prevention and friends have created a day of hands-on activities that will 
stoke creativity and ire up imaginations. Festival-goers can adopt an Ent or test their skills by tackling Mer-
lin’s bootcamp, and create afirmation charms. Build a fairy house, make a wand or create a blessed charm 
during this celebration of outdoor magic. They can also listen to magical stories told by mythical creatures 
and soak a mermaid or a mortal in the dunk tank. Humans of all ages can also dust off their fairy wings for the 
costume parade at noon, with winners receiving bragging rights, plus a little token of their victory. 

This event and activities are free for the public. Food trucks Frickin’ Chicken and So- Full Sisters will be 
serving up signature dishes and beverages for purchase. Participants enjoying the food trucks should bring 
cash. Families experiencing inancial hardship are invited to request Food Truck vouchers from Arwen@
comealiveoutside.com.

“Building on the success of last year’s inaugural wizard-themed wellness event, we are excited to expand 
the theme to include more fantastical worlds that inspire imagination, creative play, and inclusion” says Sarah 
Cosgrove one of the planners behind this event.

“I had so much fun last year,” says six-year-
old Keaton Stine who came to last year’s event. 
“I made a lot of stuff and saw lots of people in 
funny hats. I want to do it again!” 

Magical Mischief will take place in light 
drizzle or shine. Cancellations due to inclem-
ent weather will be posted on Come Alive 
Outside’s social media channels and on their 
website. Stay up to date on weather and event 
parking by visitingcomealiveoutside.com/
events/

Sponsors for Magical Mischief include 
Partners for Prevention, AARP, Red Empress 
Foundation and Wild Kind Toys. Partners for 
Magical Mischief include Rutland Free Li-
brary, ONE Kids, Wonderfeet Kids’ Museum, 
and New Story Center.
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Full Menu 7 days a week

25 North Street, Proctor 802-459-3320

Prime Rib Every 
Friday & Saturday

from 4–9 p.m.
Eat In or Take Out
Available for Parties

Restaurant 
    guide

11 Center Street, Brandon, VT

Restaurant

From Provence to You

De la Provence à Vous
Wednesday – Saturday:
11:30 a.m.–9 p.m.

Sunday: 10 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Want a reservation? Please 
book through the website
https://cafeprovencevt.com
or call (802) 247-9997

Ad design included in pricing 
Call 802-236-4662,  

or email george@brandonreporter.com  
for more information

Davenport
(Continued from Page 1)

learn about Thomas Davenport, 
have some great food, and ind 
out about opportunities to get 
involved in the push for clean 
energy in Brandon.  The event 
was sponsored by the town of 
Brandon in conjunction with 
the Brandon Energy Commit-
tee, the Brandon Area Chamber 
of Commerce, and the Brandon 
Museum.

The stars of the event this year 
were Dave Hammond, who re-
turned with his replica motors, 
and BETA Technologies of Bur-
lington, a manufacturer of elec-
tric airplanes that’s been getting 
a great deal of attention over the 
last few years.  Both Hammond 
and BETA drew great interest 
with their models and devices, 
which represented the entire 
span of the electric motor, from 

its inception in the 1830s to the 
present day.

Mr. Hammond, formerly of 
the physics department at the 
University of Vermont, has spent 
the last several years study-
ing and replicating the motors 
built by Thomas Davenport, the 
Brandon blacksmith for whom 
the event is named.  Hammond 
brought several of these working 
models on Saturday, including 
the 1837 version that won Dav-
enport the irst U.S. patent for an 
electric motor, and a much larg-
er, later model that Davenport 
used to power an electric print-
ing press.  He used that press for 
his own short-lived newspapers 
dedicated to the pursuit of elec-
tric locomotion.

The Brandon Museum set up 
their new exhibit on Davenport 
directly across from the table 

where Mr. Hammond was en-
thralling visitors.  The exhibit 
consists of seven large informa-
tional panels that tell the story 
of Davenport’s efforts to invent 
and proit from electric motion.  
Though he was successful as an 
inventor, his attempts to mon-
etize his innovations failed.  He 
died essentially penniless in 
1851.  172 years later, there’s a 
festival celebrating his accom-
plishments in the town where he 
lived and worked.  

Setting up shop in front of the 
high school, BETA Technologies 
was on hand to talk with the pub-
lic about their own innovative 
uses of electric motors: aircraft.  
Based in Burlington, BETA has 
gotten a lot of publicity over the 

last few years for their work on 
electric airplanes.  Several BETA 
“team members” were at the fes-
tival to explain the company’s 
technology.

“We’re excited to be here be-
cause of Thomas Davenport,” said 
Willa Clark, who works in public 
affairs for BETA and is the daugh-
ter of Kyle Clark, one of the com-
pany’s founders.  “200 years later, 
we’re here building motor-driven 
aircraft.  My father wanted to 
show it could be done in Vermont.  
Vermont is a special place.”

BETA brought table-top rep-
licas of the two models that it 
currently has in development: 
the CX300 and the ALIA-250.  
The CX300 is a ixed-wing craft 
while the ALIA-250 has the 

same basic design as the CX300 
with the addition of four rotat-
ing blades that allow it to take 
off vertically like a helicopter.  
The beneit to the vertical lift 
is an ability to land on rooftops 
and other tight spots, making the 
plane ideal for urban spaces and 
delivery of medical supplies.  At 
the moment, the CX300 has cer-
tiication only for cargo lights 
from the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration (FAA).  The ALIA-
250 is still in testing, awaiting its 
own FAA certiication.  

Both planes currently have a 
lying range of about 250 nau-
tical miles (approximately 288 
miles on land) on a fully charged 
set of 5 batteries.  BETA realizes 
that the success of its planes de-
pends on the success of its bat-
teries and chargers.  To that end, 
it’s working to install charging 
stations at airports around the 
country, chargers which could be 
used to replenish batteries in cars 
as well as aircraft.

“Most of the rule book is be-
ing written with us,” said BETA 
team member Evan Cahill, ac-
knowledging that BETA is blaz-
ing a trail in its ield.

When it comes to cost, these 
craft aren’t cheap: they run in the 
neighborhood of $4 million each, 
though a full charge costs roughly 
$15, compared to $750 for a full 
tank of gas for a Cessna.  And, of 
course, there are the environmen-
tal beneits of zero emissions.

BETA team member Jeremy 
Trilling also brought his “tool 
bus,” a classic yellow school bus 

PICTURED FROM LEFT to right: Evan Cahill, Willa Clark, and Nabil Alanbar of BETA Technologies 
pose with the two models of electric aircraft that the company manufactures.  

Photo by Steven Jupiter

POLLY WOOD-HOLLAND, A direct descendant of Thomas Dav-
enport, lays lowers at the inventor’s grave at Pine Hill Cemetery.  

Photo by Jennifer Mariano

(See Aircraft, Page 15)
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PUBLIC NOTICES 

FOR SALE

FOR SALE: GOLD 2012 Chevy Impala LT. 60k. $7500 OBO. 802-247-3240.

FOR RENT

SUDBURY: SHARE A HOME w/ an avid reader in her 60s who enjoys 

volunteering & classical music. $500/mo. plus sharing companionship & 

outdoor chores. Must be cat-friendly! No smoking. Private BA. (802) 863-

5625 HomeShareVermont.org for application. Interview, refs, background 

check req. EHO.

HANCOCK: SENIOR WOMAN (and friendly small dog!) seeking female 

to share a home at minimal rent in exchange for help w/ errands, light 

cleaning & companionship. Shared BA. (802) 863-5625 HomeShareVer-

mont.org for application. Interview, refs, background check req. EHO.

Classiieds

D E A D L I N E S

Friday noon for Wednesday paper

CLASSIFIED ORDER FORM

PLEASE PRINT YOUR AD HERE

The  Reporter assumes no fi nancial responsibility for errors in ads, but will rerun the ad in which the error occured at no charge. No refunds will be made. Advertisers will please notify us of any errors noted.

Number of words:
Cost:

# of runs:
TOTAL:

BRANDON REPORTER
58 Maple St., Middlebury, VT 05753

802-247-8080
email: ads@brandonreporter.com

R
A

T
E
S

• 25¢ per word • minimum $2.50 per ad • minimum 2 insertions 
Cash in on our 4-for-3 rates! Pay for 3 issues, get 4th issue free! 

 Special 4 for 3 rates not valid for the following categories: Help Wanted Services, Opportunities, Real Estate, Wood heat, Attn. Farmers, & For Rent).

Name:

Address:

Notices

Card of Thanks

Personals

Services

Free**

Lost & Found**

Garage Sales

Lawn & Garden

Opportunities

Work Wanted

Public Meetings**

For Sale

Help Wanted

For Rent

Want to Rent

Real Estate 

Wanted

Vacation Rentals 

Wood Heat

Animals

Att. Farmers

Motorcycles

Cars

Trucks

SUVs

Snowmobiles

Boats
Phone:

CATEGORIES

** No charge for these ads

Email: Adoption

Or Submit Your Classifed Ads On Our Website! brandonreporter.com

TOWN OF PROCTOR
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Scope of Work: West Street:  Starting from the Town of Proctor boundary and 
extending 1-mile heading North, then a .6-mile section of West Street starting 
at address number 1336 heading North (~8,554 lf): Cold Plain and place 1 1/2 
inches bituminous concrete pavement base course and 1 1/

2
-inch bituminous 

concrete pavement top course.

Sealed bids will be received for paving and associated work by the Town of 
Proctor at the Town Ofice, 45 Main Street, Proctor, VT 05765 until 4:00 p.m. 
July 24, 2023.  Bids will be opened and read aloud during the July 24, 2023 
Selectboard Meeting.  Bidders shall contact Michael Ramsey, Town Manager with 
any questions regarding the locations and speciications for the work. He can be 
reached at the Town Ofice, 52 Main Street, Proctor, VT  05765, by phone at 459-
3333 ex.13 or manager@proctorvermont.com  

Bidders are invited to meet with the Town Manager to review locations and 
work.  

Bids shall be submitted on the Bid Forms provided with the Information for 
Bidders in a sealed envelope marked on the outside with the words “FY 24 
Paving Bids”. 

Information for bidders and bid form can be accessed on the Town of Proctor 
website.

it was “Team Grumpy Old 
Men” scoring again as 67-year-
old Roger LaDuc of Castleton, 
Vt., notched his irst win of the 
season. On his back bumper at 
the inish were teenagers Rae-
lin Dunham, Gage Provencher, 
and Logan Denis, and fellow 
Grumpy Old Man, John Smith.

The second Mini Sprint race 
saw Eagle Bridge, N.Y.’s Chris 
Lennox score the irst win of 
his career in impressive fash-
ion, coming from 12th on the 
13-car ield, as he beat Denis, 
Provencher, rookie John Car-
leton, and Chayton Young for the 
checkered lag.

A massive ield of 33 Mini 
Stocks took to the track for two 
15-lap features, but the irst race 
got off to a bad start. A big pileup 
at the green lag left several cars 
damaged and lengthy red lag 
for cleanup. Upon resuming, the 
race distance was trimmed to 
eight laps, and that was just ine 
for Benson, Vt.’s Griff Mahoney, 
who drove to his irst win of the 

year. Damian Olden ran a sea-
son-best second ahead of rookie 
Ryan Patch, T.J. Knight, and Ja-
kobee Alger.

In the full-distance Mini Stock 
inale, Cornwall, Vt.’s Brian 
Blake posted his third win of the 
season after starting 19th on the 
grid. Chase Allen took his best 
inish of the year as the runner-
up, followed by Mark Mahoney, 
Craig Kirby, and Clemmy Bell.

The 9th State Cannabis Crown 
Vic division saw increased par-
ticipation as its numbers grow 
during its irst year, and very 
competitive action with several 
lead changes in both races. A 
familiar face made it to the win-
ner’s circle in the irst 15-lapper 
as Bomoseen, Vt.’s Rob Steele 
grabbed his third win of the 
summer in the makeup feature 
that was rained out on Fair Ha-
ven/Poultney Auto Supply Night 
in June. He beat the son-father 
tandem of Zach Wood and Brett 
Wood, followed by Norman 
Morrill and Chad Merrill.

The roles were reversed in 

the second run as Georgia, Vt.’s 
Zach Wood beat Steele with a 
last-lap pass for his irst win in 
the new division. Steele was 
the runner-up over Brett Wood, 
Morrill, and Jackson Ducharme.

Mike’s Fuels of Bridport, Vt., 
presents the racing action on 
Saturday, July 15 at 7:00 p.m., 
as the Mohawk Valley Vintage 
Dirt Modiied Series makes its 
lone appearance of the season 
for the annual “Legends Night” 
program. All weekly divisions 
will be in action except for the 
Crown Vics. Special grandstand 
general admission is just $5 for 
adults and free for children aged 
12 and under.

Devil’s Bowl Speedway is 
located on Route 22A in West 
Haven, Vt., four miles north of 
U.S. Route 4, Exit 2, and just 20 
minutes from Rutland, Vt.  For 
more information, visit www.
DevilsBowlSpeedwayVT.com 
or call (802) 265-3112. Devil’s 
Bowl Speedway is on Facebook 
at facebook.com/DevilsBowl-
Speedway, and on Instagram, 
Twitter, and Snapchat at @Dev-
ilsBowlSpeed; follow the action 
using the #DevilsBowl hashtag.

Devil's Bowl
(Continued from Page 21)

BRENT WARREN
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