
BY STEVEN JUPITER 
BRANDON—On the coldest 

night of the year, when walking 
even just the length of Park Street 
was a major feat of fortitude, the 
Brandon Area Chamber of Com-
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THE GRIFT
The Grift turned up the temps 

at Brandon Town Hall
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SOLITUDE

LEGISLATIVE REPORT

OV WRESTLING

FISHING RECORDS

Middlebury Psych Prof Virginia 
Thomas explained her theories of 
positive solitude at the February 
Science Pub in Castleton on Sun-
day.
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State Rep. Stephanie Jerome 
keeps the community up to date 
with her work in Montpelier.
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OV wrestling racks up another 
tourney win! Tucker Babcock and 
Caleb Whitney celebrate 100 ca-
reer wins each!
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2022 was a great year for fishing 
on Lake Champlain.  Three record-
breaking monsters were reeled in.

PG. 11

(See The Bugle, Page 7)

(See Dennis Marden, Page 9)

BY STEVEN JUPITER 
BRANDON—Vermonters love 

to boast of their hardiness yet even 
the hardiest among us had to admit 
that Friday night was rough.  Jack 
Frost wasn’t just nipping at our 
noses; it felt like he was hacking at 
them with an ice pick.  Every in-
halation of subzero air was a jab in 
the lungs.  By Saturday morning, 
the temperature had fallen to -24, 
a deep freeze that caused houses 
to pop and crackle as their wood 
framing contracted in the cold.   

RNESU closed all district 
schools on Friday because of the 
dangers posed by the weather.  It 
was just too cold to transport chil-
dren to school by bus. 

Downtown, the Neshobe River 
transformed into something posi-
tively glacial as it tumbled over 

the falls beneath the bridge.   
In preparation for the bitter 

cold, the town arranged warming 
shelters at the Brandon Congrega-
tional Church and the American 
Legion.  According to Brandon 
Town Clerk Sue Gage, no one 
availed themselves of the over-
night shelter at the church.   

“Good thing [no one had to use 
it.] But they had it all set up with 
area rugs and cots,” Gage said. “I 
was tempted to stay just because it 
was so comfy!” 

Sheila Gearwar, owner of Bran-
don House of Pizza, posted on 
Facebook that she would be clos-
ing early on Saturday because the 
restaurant was too cold to keep 
open.   

It had been years since tempera-
tures dropped so low.  It was a gut 

punch in what has otherwise been 
a relatively mild winter.   

The cold snap broke records 
throughout New England.  On 
New Hampshire’s Mt. Washing-
ton, the tallest peak in New Eng-
land, relentless winds sent the 
“feels-like” temperature down to 
-108, a record low even for the no-
toriously brutal site. 

By Sunday, temperatures were 
back up in the 30s, making the 
weekend’s foray into subzero ter-
ritory a brief rupture in our nor-
mal lives, like an obnoxious rela-
tive that shows up uninvited for a 
night.   

Woe to the snowbirds and 
second-home owners who forgot  
to turn off the water and drain 
the pipes before leaving for the  
winter! 

Brrr…andon! 

Dennis Marden 
wins President’s 
Award at the 
Chamber Dinner

BY GEORGE FJELD
BRANDON-The sudden de-

parture of Mim Welton and the 
Dateline Brandon paper in April of 
1996 left a void in the local news 
scene in Brandon. Shirley Hill, 
formerly of the Antique Rose Gar-
den on Marble Street, called Frank 
Farnsworth saying “somebody has 
to put out the paper.” Farnsworth 
had a printing business and he and 
his trusty employee Phil Keyes 
were quickly on it. 

Their first edition of The Bugle 

The Reporter 
reflects on its 
predecessors: 
The Brandon 
Bugle

BY STEVEN JUPITER
BRANDON—At a special meet-

ing on Friday night, the Brandon se-
lectboard appointed Seth Hopkins, 
currently chair of the board, to re-
place David Atherton as Brandon’s 
Emergency Management Director 
(EMD).  

Mr. Atherton resigned as Bran-
don town manager in a written let-
ter to the selectboard on January 
23 and then as EMD in an email 

to the selectboard on January 27.  
In addition to his principal role as 
town manager, Mr. Atherton was 
also EMD, public works director, 
deputy health officer, and regional 
transportation commissioner.

“The board has operated under a 
policy of announcing appointed-po-
sition vacancies at the next regular 
board meeting and filling it through 
a process of outreach to the com-
munity and consideration by the 

board,” Mr. Hopkins wrote in an 
email to The Reporter on Tuesday.

According to Mr. Hopkins, the 
special meeting on Friday was 
called because the extreme cold 
expected last weekend prompted 
the board to seek an immediate ap-
pointment to the position rather than 
wait until the next regular board 
meeting.  The Brandon selectboard 
meets on the second and fourth 

Brandon appoints Seth Hopkins as 
Emergency Management Director

(See Seth Hopkins, Page 2)

BRANDON CHAMBER OF 
Commerce President Pat Wood 
presents the President’s Award 
to Dennis Marden at the Cham-
ber’s annual dinner on Febru-
ary 3rd, for his many contribu-
tions to Brandon. 

Photo by George Fjeld

FEATHERY FROST CLUNG to windows during the weekend’s shocking cold. � Photo by Steven Jupiter
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Mondays of every month–the last 
regular meeting in January was on 
the 23rd and the fi rst regular meet-
ing in February will fall on the 13th. 

At the special meeting on Fri-
day, this sequence of events was 
not presented and caused some in 
attendance to question the timing 
of the meeting.  
These questions 
then caused 
some sharp ex-
changes between 
town residents 
on Front Porch 
Forum over the 
following days.  

Mr. Atherton 
reached out to 
The Reporter to 
make clear that 
he had resigned 
as EMD a week 
prior to the spe-
cial meeting, 
sharing the Janu-
ary 27 e-mail 
he’d sent the board.  Mr. Hopkins 
responded to our request for com-
ment with the clarifi cation of the 
board’s usual process, noted above, 
and their perceived need for a spe-
cial meeting in these circumstances.

Mr. Hopkins was chosen as the 
new EMD because he had already 

completed the courses required by 
the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (FEMA), as part of 
his preparedness training as a re-
servist in the U.S. Coast Guard.  

Selectboard member Tim Guiles, 
who has also completed the re-
quired training, was appointed al-
ternate EMD, a backup position 

in the event that 
the EMD is not 
available during 
an emergency. 

Also at the 
meeting, a mo-
tion was passed 
to designate Bill 
Moore as “Assis-
tant Town Man-
ager” until Mr. 
Atherton’s de-
parture, at which 
point Mr. Moore 
will become 
“Interim Town 
Manager” until a 
permanent town 
manager is hired.  

At an earlier special selectboard 
meeting, on Monday, January 30, 
Mr. Moore had been appointed In-
terim Town Manager in executive 
session.  In order to clarify to the 
public that David Atherton will re-
main town manager until his depar-
ture, and to ensure that proper open-

meeting voting procedures were 
followed, a vote was taken in public 
session on Friday night to reclassify 
Mr. Moore’s position.

Because of the late warning, frig-
id temperatures, and coincidence 
with the Chamber of Commerce’s 
annual dinner, Friday’s selectboard 
meeting was sparsely attended.  The 
few attendees used the public com-
ment portion of the meeting to ques-
tion the board about its approach to 
hiring a new Town Manager.  One 
attendee stated that the board’s ad-
vertisement for the position pro-
vided insuffi cient information about 
the position.  Another attendee 
countered that a broad description 
was better than a narrow one. 

Vice-chair Tracy Wyman stated 
that three people have expressed 
interest in the position so far.  Two 
of those three are known: Seth Hop-
kins and Bill Moore.  Board mem-
ber Tim Guiles added that all three 
applicants are well qualifi ed.

Mr. Guiles also noted that 9 
people had already come forward 
to volunteer for the citizen advi-
sory panel that will help the board 
evaluate the candidates who have 
been chosen for interviews. “I wish 
we had that kind of interest in other 
committees,” Guiles said.

Applicants for both the citizen 
advisory panel and Town Manager 
will continue to be accepted by the 
selectboard until Monday, February 
13.

Seth Hopkins
(Continued from Page 1)

9 people have al-
ready come forward 
to volunteer for the 
citizen advisory 
panel that will help 
the board evaluate 
the candidates who 
have been chosen for 
interviews. “I wish 
we had that kind of 
interest in other com-
mittees.” 

—Tim Guiles

OVUU meeting tackles budget, 
school transfers, and wellness
BY WILL ROSS

BRANDON—This week, 
the OVUU school board con-
vened to discuss the annual dis-
trict meeting presentation and 
communication plan, potential 
changes to elementary school 
choice policies, and programs 
being developed as a result of a 
new wellness grant.

The meeting opened with a 
moment of silence to mourn the 
loss of Barstow principal, David 
St. Germain.

The annual report, which high-
lights the proposed budget for the 
2024 fi scal year along with tax 
implications, is currently at the 
printer and residents can expect 
to see it shortly. The board went 
over some fi nal concerns to opti-
mize the clarity of an additional 
budget fl yer before it is sent out. 
Residents are encouraged to at-
tend the annual district meeting 
held in the Otter Valley audito-
rium on March 1 at 6:30 p.m. to 
ask any questions or gain insight 
into budget decisions before 
voting. In-person voting will be 
available at each town's polling 
location on March 7th, but there 
are also mail-in and early voting 
options as well.

There has been a dispropor-
tionate number of young students 
choosing to change schools from 
Otter Creek Academy in prefer-
ence of attending Neshobe, and 
superintended Kristin Hubert 
raised some concerns about how 
this might affect class size re-
quirements. To minimize these 
class size issues, Hubert sug-
gested a revision of the current 
school choice policy. Board 
members noted that there are 
many reasons that might infl u-
ence school choice, be it sched-
uling, transportation, or social 
and family connections. Board 
member Brett Mullins brought 
up the possibility that there may 
be a deeper underlying problem 
that is infl uencing the decision 
to change schools beyond the 
policy itself, noting additional 
information could help to clarify 
the root cause of the issue. The 
board hopes to fi nd a solution 
that will be most benefi cial to 
young students and their fami-
lies.

RNESU has received a sub-
stantial wellness grant to support 
the mental health and well-being 
of students as they transition 

(See OVUU SB, Page 5)
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In Provence, it’s all about 
the Romance

Saturday February 11th, and
Sunday February 12th 5pm-9pm

$79/person (plus tax & gratuity)
Menu will also be available a la carte and take out

Soup
Clam Chowder

Roasted Red Bell Pepper Cream Soup

Appetizer
Caesar Salad with Sautéed Shrimp in a Cheese Cup

Oyster Crêpe with Champagne Cream Sauce
Escargot in Red Bliss Potato Cup with Garlic Butter

 & Swiss Cheese
Pâte de Campagne with Cranberry Chutney 

& Mesclun Greens

Main Course
Salmon Wellington with Confetti Couscous,

Tomato Tarragon Lemon Butter
Beef Bourguignon with Garlic Mashed Potatoes

Maine Lobster on Red Beet Risotto ~ $10 surcharge
Cavatelli with Red Pepper, Asparagus, Mushroom,

& Pesto Cream Sauce

Dessert
Flourless Chocolate Cake with Raspberry Ganache

& Fresh Raspberries

11 Center Street Brandon Vermont 
Tel: 802-247-9997

256 Grove St.
{802} 247-5727

Treat your valentine 
to some flowers this 
year...

Brandon 
Florist 
Shoppe

brandonfloristshoppe@gmail.com

BY WILL ROSS
BRANDON—The Brandon 

Town Hall was the place to be last 
Saturday night. Local band, The 
Grift brought the heat on a frigid 
February evening with a lively per-
formance featuring a mix of famil-
iar covers along with many origi-
nals you won’t soon forget. The 
Grift’s upbeat selection of songs, 
tight vocals, and rocking guitar so-
los brought the audience to their 
feet and put the dance fl oor to good 
use, proving that even the subzero 
temperatures weren’t enough to 
quell the spirit of town residents.

The event was put on by the 
Brandon Recreation Department as 
one of many events that will be fea-
tured in the coming year. Over 100 
local residents were in attendance 
and the Town Hall provided a great 
venue with plenty of seating and lots 
of open space to get up and dance. 
The show was catered by local chef 
Nyam Bai who specializes in Cam-
bodian fusion cuisine. Along with 
her famous Cambodian spring rolls, 
Bai had prepared plenty of baked 
goods and other delectable treats for 
audience members to enjoy. There 
were also beverages being served 
by Red Clover Ale Company, a lo-
cal brewery just around the corner 
from the Town Hall.

Assistant Recreation Director 
Colleen Wright noted that the town 
is trying to hold events like this as 
often as possible. “Before Covid, 
we were having one event every 
other week, and we are trying to get 

back into the swing of things,” said 
Wright. The Recreation Department 
is emphasizing getting local bands 
to come out to perform. They have 
a variety of events in store for the 
coming spring, and with Saturday’s 
show, it is evident that these events 
have a lot to offer.

As audience members saw on 
Saturday, The Grift have a tendency 
to transcend genres between and 
even within songs, making their 
sound diffi cult to classify. Their 
style is rooted in rock, with elements 
of pop, and funk woven throughout, 
all brought to the surface by the 
jam-band nature of the performanc-
es. The music is upbeat and groovy, 
with plenty of catchy hooks and 
vocal harmonies contrasted with 
skillful improvisation. Bassist Peter 
Day described the experience on 
Saturday as “fantastic,” adding that 
he was pleasantly surprised with the 
degree of engagement from the au-
dience. “We delivered the goods,” 
remarked Day, in reference to the 
positive response from the crowd.

The Grift has been together for 
over 20 years, originally forming 
in 1999 with Middlebury College 
students Clint Bierman and Jeff 
Vallone on guitar and drums, re-
spectively. Bassist Peter Day joined 
in 2003, and since then the band has 
been playing at a variety of clubs, 
weddings, and events. Recently The 
Grift gained a new offi cial mem-
ber with Josh Panda, guitarist and 
vocalist extraordinaire. Saturday’s 
show featured Clint Bierman on 

guitar, Peter Day on bass, Josh Pan-
da on guitar.  Drummer Ryan Clau-
sen held down the beat and at one 
point even snuck in a drum solo.

Despite its rich history, the band 
members are feeling more excited 
the future recently. “We are super 
fi red up about it,” said Bierman. 
Day echoed this sentiment: “I can 
honestly say I am more excited 
about it now than ever.” Day attrib-
uted this bright outlook to a combi-
nation of reasons. “I think that Clint 
and my songwriting has bloomed,” 
said Day. “A couple of years ago it 
started really clicking.” This was 
evident as the band played as many 
as fi ve new songs on Saturday each 
of which had a great response. “And 
the other reason is Josh Panda,” 
Day continued. “Having Josh on 
board as a full-time Grift member 
has rejuvenated everything… He is 
on such a level vocally, songwrit-
ing, everything.” Panda’s vocals 
and guitar work certainly brought 
more depth to Saturday’s show, and 
really showcased the wide range of 
ability levels within the group.

When asked how the band’s 
sound has been evolving over the 
years, Day said, “It defi nitely has 
honed, a lot of it is the songwriting.” 
Referring to the newfound syn-
chronicity in the songwriting pro-
cess, he added, “We kind of found 
our thing, great musicianship, with 
tight songs.” 

The Grift skillfully uses familiar 
elements of songwriting while still 

The Grift brought the heat this frigid 
weekend at Brandon Town Hall

WHILE TEMPS OUTSIDE dropped below zero, The Grift generated a lot of heat onstage at Bran-
don Town Hall. From L to R, Peter Day, Ryan Clausen, Clint Bierman, and Josh Panda.

Photo by Will Ross

(See The Grift, Page 6)

SUBMIT YOUR BIRTH, ANNIVERSARY, 
OR WEDDING ANNOUNCEMENTS
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Circle of life
EVEN FALCONS NEED to eat. This Peregrine Falcon was captured enjoying its lunch of pi-
geon atop a fence post in Bridport.  Peregrines were extirpated from the eastern U. S. due 
to DDT in their diets. Starting in the 1980s they were reintroduced with young from the 
West and now Vermont has more than 55 breeding pairs. It's also one of the world's fastest 
birds; in power-diving from great heights to strike prey, the Peregrine may possibly reach 
200 miles per hour.�

Photo by Sue Wetmore
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Community Forums

WHAT
Hundreds of Vermonters and 

a coalition of over 30 Vermont 
organizations, organized by350 
Vermont, will rally in Montpe-
lier to ensure the voices of the 
people are heard in the State

House and to call for clean 
energy solutions that:

• Keep dollars in Vermont and 
provide good paying jobs

• Are accessible and afford-
able for low- and middle-in-
come Vermonters

• Protect human health, agri-
cultural lands and biodiversity

• Truly reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions

• Strengthen community resil-
ience
WHEN

Saturday, Feb. 11, 2023, 1–3 
p.m.
WHERE

The rally will begin at 39 
Main St., Montpelier (City Hall) 

and march to the State
House.

DETAILS
The march will be led by the 

always fun and vibrant Brass 
Balagan and Families Rise Up 
Central Vermont Stroller Bri-
gade. People will be signing 
postcards and photo petitions 
calling for a “just transition” to 
a clean energy future for Ver-
mont — to be delivered to leg-
islators on Tuesday, Feb. 14 (a 
Climate Valentine!). Speakers 
will include those directly af-
fected by climate change, plus 
coalition members.
AFTER PARTY

Marchers can warm up from 
3- 4:30 p.m. at a masked indoor 
hangout at Bethany Church 
(115 Main Street). There will 
be snacks and warm drinks to 
share.
WHO

This event is organized by 

350Vermont. Co-sponsored 
by: Acorn, BALE, Burlington 
Friends Meeting, Flight Free 
Vermont, Keep Vermont Cool, 
Migrant Justice, No Coal No 
Gas, Peace and Justice Center, 
Releaf Collective, Renewable 
Energy Vermont, Rights and 
Democracy, Safe Landing VT, 
Slingshot, SunCommon, Sola 
Vida, Standing Trees, Sunrise 
Chittenden, Third Act Vermont, 
True Center Yoga, Upper Val-
ley Affinity Group, Vermont 
Climate and Health Alliance, 
Vermont Conservation Voters, 
Vermont Natural Resources 
Council, Vermont Progressive 
Party, VT Interfaith Power and 
Light, VT Renews, VT Renews 
BIPOC Council, Vermonters 
for People Oriented Places, XR 
Vermont.

Vermont environmental groups to  
rally Feb. 11 for climate and energy justice

BY DAVE PRAAMSMA

Hard Tellin’

How frozen pipes helped  
build my character while  
destroying my basement

BY DAVE PRAAMSMA
In Vermont it’s advisable to 

hold your tongue about cold 
winters until you’ve weathered 
at least a few good pipe freez-
ings. 

I’m not talking about a little 
plumbing trouble with some 
condo property in Killington. 
I’m talking pipes exploding, 
geysers in the basement, old-
farmhouse-kind-of-trouble. The 
kind of frozen-pipes stories that 
get enshrined in family lore, 
passed on from fathers to sons. 
Frozen-pipe stories that can re-
ally hush a roomful of people.  

I’ll confess that this is a bul-
let I have dodged since moving 
here years ago. Frozen pipes, 
I’ve been reasoning privately 
in my mind, were not to be the 
fate of those of us safely living 
in 21st-century housing. It was 
those ancestral New England 
homesteads that you really had 
to worry about. Those curious 
constructions made by great-
grandfathers with questionable 
plumbing skills. 150-year-old 
deals with field stones for foun-
dations, old newspapers for insu-
lation, and hay bales prayerfully 
piled up against the foundation.

This is not to say I wouldn’t 
listen to these stories without 
compassion. I was Mr. Empa-
thy there in the grocery store 
aisles during the coldest days 
of mid-winter. Nodding. Listen-
ing. Sympathetically squeezing 
shoulders. One such neighbor I 
encountered in Aubuchon one 
day shopping for pipe insulation. 
He had a flashlight in his hand, a 

few cobwebs in his ball cap, a 
humorless expression stamped 
on his face. It did not take high-
level Sherlock skills to deduce 
that this was an unhappy man 
who had just been crawling in 
the bowels of his house with a 
hair dryer. Without hesitation I 
made a few good righteous pro-
nouncements about the evils of 
arctic winter weather. Offered 
my best condolences. And then 
slipped home to the room tem-
perature of my snug little bun-
galow. 

As the cold continued last 
February, I found myself visiting 
an old friend who also happened 
to be an innkeeper. We were 
chatting lightheartedly until one 
of us brought up the matter of 
the extended deep freeze. Any 
jocularity in our conversation 
was immediately suspended. 
(On the subject of deep freezes 
in Vermont there is little room 
for humor.) For the record, my 
friend’s old New England guest 
house is positively labyrinthine. 
I was hesitant to wonder just 
what type ancient pipework was 
feeding his heaters and faucets. 

 “And how are your pipes 
doing?” I asked as casually as 
I could. He immediately took 
me on a no-nonsense inspec-
tion tour of his inn. Here was a 
man clearly in combat readiness. 
Around his more-exposed vul-
nerable pipework he had strung 
up some fancy heating wiring. 
Hatchways were strategically 
positioned along walls and floor-
ing for immediate access and 

(See Frozen pipes, Page 6)
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Congress shall make no law 
respecting the establishment of 
religion, or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof; or abridging 
the freedom of speech, or of the 
PRESS…

Thus begins the First Amend-
ment to the Bill of Rights of the 
United States Constitution. 

History has demonstrated that 
the suppression of free expres-
sion and thought marks the end 
of democracy itself.

Recently, Brandon was threat-
ened with the loss of our beloved 
newspaper, The Reporter. Bran-
don needs The Reporter. We 
want to know how our neighbors 
are faring, school news, what's 
for sale at Blue Seal, etc. But 
more to the point, we need to 
hold our appointed and elected 
officials accountable. Too often 
Brandon's election day does not 
enjoy a competitive process, cul-
minating in the appointment, not 

the election, of unqualified and 
uninspired officials. 

All municipal and govern-
ment entities need the media to 
keep them in check. Brandon is 
no exception. Thanks to Steven, 
George, and Barbara for ensur-
ing The Reporter's survival.

Respectfully Submitted,
Big Al Leavitt 

Brandon

I will vote for Cecil Reniche-
Smith and I strongly encourage you 
to do so as well.  I know all three 
candidates well and I have positive 
things to say about them all.  It is 
still a very easy decision for me.  
Cecil is the person we need in of-
fice right now.  She brings the per-
sonality and disposition required to 
take productive and positive steps 
forward as a town. 

Ms.Reniche-Smith is the person 
for the job- this year especially.  
She contributes to team unity and 
productivity.  I know this from her 
community work, her efforts in 
completing the dog park, her time 

on the planning commission, the 
way she is treasured by both the 
bookstore team and its patrons, and 
her other personal contributions to 
every social group she joins.   

It’s become an over-stated tru-
ism that Brandon, as a microcosm 
of the nation, is facing extreme 
division and polarization.  In Bran-
don, though, we can also point to a 
strong and very healthy tradition of 
transcending those usual dividing 
lines in the interest of the greater 
local good.  That tradition has been 
maintained and supported by folks 
of all political identities and af-
filiations.  Cecil is someone who 

embraces others and collaborates 
to achieve positive outcomes in di-
verse groups. She will bring valu-
able perspective and diversity to 
our board. 

Cecil is a stand-out even in a can-
didate pool brimming with intellect 
and accomplishment.  She’ll bring 
policy expertise, legal experience, 
balance, perspective, and most im-
portantly a collegial brand of pro-
ductivity. If you don’t know Cecil, 
ask around.  We’re fortunate to have 
her in town and we’d be even more 
so to have her on the selectboard.  

Ethan Nelson
Brandon

Letters to the Editor
The Reporter is essential for Brandon

Why I think Cecil Reniche-Smith is best for Brandon

from 6th to 7th grade. Staff 
members are currently develop-
ing programming to implement 
these funds. The goal is to make 
students feel connected to the 
school and like they are part of 
the community upon arriving in 

7th grade. Programming would 
be geared toward non-curricular 
activities focusing on team and 
community building. It would 
ideally provide a way to show-
case the opportunities the school 
has to offer to incoming students.

OVUU SB
(Continued from Page 2)

TWO LOCALS MAKE 
DEANS LIST AT REGIS 
COLLEGE 

Congratulations to Sienna 
Diezel of Pittsford and Reese 

Fitzgerald of Salisbury on be-
ing named to the Dean’s List 
at Regis College in Weston, 
MA for Fall 2022!

Local students receive 
College Honors

SPREAD THE WORD!

Have an event to add to our calendar?

EMAIL  US AT  
NEWS@BRANDONREPORTER.COM
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maintaining originality with their 
tunes. “We do it with deep passion 
and deep respect,” said Day. This 
passion shines through and it is 
clear that all the energy they bring to 
their shows comes from a love for 
music, and a desire to share it with 
people.  The band members have 
many side projects going on includ-
ing Peter Day’s recently released 
solo album, A Question of Remem-
bering, featuring seven singles that 
were released over the course of 
2022. There is a new Grift album 
coming out which Day confi dently 
felt will be the best one yet. Group 
members have another band called 
Neon Ramblers, which takes clas-
sic 80s pop tunes and reshapes them 

into a bluegrass style. Upcoming 
events, new releases, and side proj-
ects can all be found on the band’s 
website.

All in all, Saturday’s perfor-
mance by The Grift had a great 
turnout and audience members evi-
dently had a stellar time. Upcoming 
events at the Brandon Town Hall 
include the continuation of Bran-
don Idol, a showing of an indie fi lm 
called Butterfl y Queen from a local 
Vermont fi lmmaker, World of Hurt 
Wrestling, and Wildlife Encounters, 
along with other local bands and ad-
ditional events. And if Saturday’s 
show is any indication of what some 
of these events have in store, it will 
certainly be an eventful spring in the 
little town of Brandon.

The Grift
(Continued from Page 3)

trouble shooting. Space heaters 
were positioned preemptively 
like sentries. Of course, it is hard 
to see this kind of preparedness 
and not get the feeling that oth-
ers know things that you do not.  
I warmly congratulated him on 
his winter readiness and then 
rushed home with my shrinking 
confi dence.

Within the hour I found myself 
reaching for the dial on the wall 
of my own home. (Best to keep 
your own pipes active, he had 
advised, even if you use a wood 
stove.) Not long after turning 
the dial did my wife and I hear 
an unearthly growl come from 
the basement. We immediately 
dismissed the sound as nothing 
more than our furnace reactivat-
ing after a couple months of dor-
mancy. A visit later to the base-
ment proved otherwise. 

Water was shimmering down 
the wall like a severely mis-
placed waterfall. Household 
objects were fl oating past my 
ankles. The walls were bulging 
with grotesque tear ducts ready 
to explode. It was like standing 
in the troubled hold of a sinking 
vessel, ruthlessly torpedoed by 
winter’s worst.   

Eventually, it was my calm-
headed wife who located the 
right valve to shut off and we 
were able to assess the damage. 
The drywall I had lovingly put 
up in my basement was turning 
to porridge. (Drywall, I don’t 
need to tell you, is brutally vic-
timized in this business.) Whole 
swaths of it had to be cut away. 
For some reason I was seeing 
images of that Antarctic ex-
plorer who famously conducted 
self-surgery on his ruptured ap-
pendix.

I stood humbled. I was fi nally 
paying for my proudful assump-
tions of immunity. I had under-
estimated the Vermont Winters 
and I was going to have to pay 
exorbitant weekend plumbing 
rates as penance. (Not to men-
tion a carpet or two in the base-
ment.) 

I’m happy to report that even-
tually we stopped taking on wa-
ter. I told my wife, if there is 
any consolation, it’s that we’ve 
now fi nally earned our chops 
as winter-hardened Vermont-
ers. We could courageously now 
stand among the highest ech-
elons of Vermonters who braved 
the worst of it and come out the 
other side. 

She told me to go get a few 
more cans of spray foam insula-
tion and be quiet.

Frozen 
pipes

(Continued from Page 4)

Elsie Bailey 
celebrates 

100th birthday
Elsie Bailey cele-

brated her 100th birth-
day at her home in 
Forestdale on Sunday. 
Born in New Zealand 
on January 6, 1923, 
she came to the United 
States in 1945 with her 
new American huband, 
Adrian Bailey, whom 
she’d met while he was 
on leave in New Zea-
land during WWII.

Elsie and Adrian 

came to Brandon in 
1947, settling fi rst on 
Pearl Street and later on 
Conant Square.  Adrian 
ran Bailey Brothers 
Auto on Grove Street 
for many years.  He 
passed in 1983.  Elsie 
and Adrian had two 
children, Greg Bailey 
of Rutland City and 
Kate Hyde of Bedford, 
New Hampshire.  Elsie 
now has two grand-

children and fi ve great-
grandkids.  

Longevity runs in 
Elsie’s family: her 
mother reached the age 
of 102 and many other 
relatives lived well 
into their 90s.  Elsie 
remained quite active 
in the community even 
into her 80s, volunteer-
ing for hospice care 
and delivering food for 
Meals on Wheels. 

BOOKSTORETH
E

802.465.8009       8 CONANT SQUARE              BRANDON, VERMONT

This Valentine's Day, 
give some Love from 

The Bookstore!

Congratulations, Elsie, on reaching this mile� one year! 
Many more to come!
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WIMETT
TRADING COMPANY

802•465•4688

USED

Michael Jackman, 50 Years Experience 
David Wimett, 37 Years Experience
Mark Grant, 9 Years Experience

2668 Route 7 • Leicester, VT 05733 • wimetttradingco@gmail.com

Wimett Trading Company
at the Big White Barn in Leicester

802-465-4688 

2021 TOYOTA TACOMA 
Access Cab. TRD Pkg, 5 speed, 19k miles! 

$36,995

AFFORDABLE, SAFE & RELIABLE
USED CARS AND TRUCKS

We also buy cars, 
locate specialty orders 

& consider consignments 
Call Dave for an appointment

2010 HONDA RIDGELINE 
RTL, 4X4, Auto, V6, 152k miles 

$14,995 

2011 TOYOTA TACOMA 
XTD Cab, 4X4, V6, Auto, Only 113k miles! 

$16,995 

2014 VOLVO XC70 
AWD, T6, Leather, Loaded, 174k miles 

$12,995 

More than  a decadeof delivering Quality!

x  

2014 SUBARU OUTBACK 
Limited, AWD, Premium, Loaded, 106k miles 

$15,995 

M I D  W I N T E R  C L E A R A N C E  S A L EM I D  W I N T E R  C L E A R A N C E  S A L E

was published just a few short 
weeks later, on May 1, 1996. They 
had to get up to speed quickly. 
Luckily, Farnsworth had a few 
things going for him. First, he had 
previously published a weekly 

paper on the island of Vinalhaven 
off the coast of Maine. He in-
herited The Wind, as that paper 
was called, from a local preacher 
who was leaving the island. The 

preacher left Frank a small print-
ing press and just enough infor-
mation to allow him to produce 
the single sheet, 8.5” x 17” weekly 
update for the residents. It provid-
ed enough information to keep ev-
eryone up to date. Second, he had 

a press, an AB Dick 360 on which 
he would print The Bugle for over 
12 years!  Third, he had spent time 
with Mim in her studio and dark-
room. He’d learned the basics of 

photo developing in those days 
before digital cameras. Fourth, he 
knew the town. More on that later. 

However, they did not have a 
name! Local resident Lisa Beede 
came to the rescue. She ran a con-
test to name the paper which got 
90+ submissions.  It needed to be 
short and have a catchy nickname. 
The Brandon Bugle was chosen 
after lengthy debate. 

Farnsworth, with help from 
many townspeople, and by the 
seat of his pants published the final 
edition of the Dateline on April 19, 
1996. The first edition of the Bu-
gle was out on May 1st. It would 
be the community news and event 
recorder for the next 12+ years. 

The Bugle would be Farn-
sworth’s life for at least 48 weeks 
per year. He spent evenings and 
weekends attending various sport-
ing and social events. He was the 
photographer for the Brandon Po-
lice Department. He got called at 
all hours of the day and night to 
go take pictures of accidents and 
crime scenes. 

Laura Peterson wrote The Rec-
ipe Corner each week and would  
publish a recipe from a local 
resident. She also wrote Around 
Town, a musing about events or 
whatever struck her fancy. Farn-
sworth wrote Bugle Notes which 
had a little bit of everything. Nancy 
Rowe wrote a gardening column. 
Reprints of  historical articles from 
The Brandon Union, written by E. 
S. Marsh and published earlier in 
the 20th century commonly made 
an appearance.  There were many 

local ads and the lunch menu for 
the school as well. Off the Shelf 
from the Brandon Free Public Li-
brary debuted in the Bugle. The 
selectmen's (an old and discon-
tinued term) minutes were printed 
verbatim, often before they were 
reviewed. Of course, each paper 
had plenty of pictures, for Frank, 
like Mim before him, always had 
his camera at the ready.  

Each week, Frank and Phil 
would print the 8-10 page paper 
on the press. They would then 
collate, fold, and bundle up all 
600 - 1,000 copies by hand. Frank 
had to guess how many papers he 
would sell based on the news and 
seasonal variations. They would 
put the bundled papers in the back 
of the car and off he would go to 

distribute copies to the news deal-
ers all over town. 

Farnswoth moved to Brandon in 
1989 when he was hired as town 
manager. He and his wife Francie 
moved here from Rangely, Maine 
where he had been town manager. 
He took care of Brandon’s affairs 
until 1993 when he started his 
printing business, Otter Print and 
Copy, which he initially ran from 
the old Whippoorwill building.  
He subsequently moved it to the 
basement of his house on Wheeler 
Road. He published a paper called 
The Advertiser for a brief period 
while the Dateline was still ongo-
ing. Frank retired a few years ago 
and is now a self described camera 
nut and itinerant fisherman.

The Bugle
(Continued from Page 1)

THE VERY FIRST issue of Frank Farnsworth’s Brandon Bugle, 
dated May 1, 1996.  The Bugle picked up where Mim Welton’s 
Dateline Brandon left off.

FRANK FARNSWORTH TODAY.� Photos by George Fjeld
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DIGITAL DOESN’T HAVE TO BE HARD

Here at the Addy Indy we have always seen it as our job to 
help connect your business with its clients.

As times change and technology evolves, pairing
digital services with your print advertising campaigns 

is the best way to quickly & efficiently connect with the 
community.

Independent Digital Marketing can help you
better reach our region with:

digital@addisonindependent.com

802-388-4944

addisonindependent.com/independent-digital-marketing

CONTACT US TODAY TO GET STARTED!

DIGITAL DIRECTORY 
MANAGEMENT

ONLINE 
ADVERTISING

WEB DESIGN & 
DEVELOPMENT

BY STEPHANIE JEROME

Legislative 
Report

The real work for the year has begun
We are starting our fifth week 

of the legislative session and the 
pace is starting to pick up. Com-
mittees have moved on from the 
introductory work of bringing the 
new members up to speed and are 
now working on incoming bills. 
The legislative attorneys have 
been drafting the bills and all 
legislators have submitted their 
bills to meet the January 31 dead-
line—the work has begun! 

This past week, we passed the 
Budget Adjustment Act (BAA) 
which contained significant one-
time investments to meet the ur-
gent needs of Vermonters. The 
bill allowed the Legislature to 
put additional funds the areas of 
housing, human services, rural 
infrastructure, agriculture, and 
other significant needs. For the 
BAA process, I was pleased to 
have gathered leaders from the 
House of Representatives, Sen-
ate, and Administration to work 
on a $3 million program to as-
sist small rural towns that do not 
have full-time administrators 
(like Sudbury, Goshen, and Whit-
ing) to apply for and adminis-
ter grants, as well as to manage 
projects. We have come up with 
a strong plan to help small towns 
access the many state and federal 
grant programs available to them. 

These projects will improve 
each town’s infrastructure by ac-
cessing these once-in-a-lifetime 
funds, help rural communities, 
and not leave any of the ARPA 
funds on the table. The BAA is an 
important step forward in deliver-
ing our promises to Vermonters. 

Over the past two weeks, I 
have heard from many constitu-
ents who are concerned about the 
Vermont State Teacher’s Retire-
ment System’s decreased Cost 
of Living Allowance of 2.5%. 
Although there may not be a 
legislative fix for this issue, the 
Speaker of the House, State Trea-
surer, and Chair of the Govern-
ment Operations Committee are 
working to find a fair solution to 
this decrease. Other constituents 
are concerned about Unemploy-
ment Insurance, unexpected rise 
in health care costs, and unfair 
housing practices. Retired state 
employees are concerned about 
the potential change in their 
health insurance to Cigna Medi-
care Advantage program. In addi-
tion, I have heard from folks who 
are also concerned about trap-
ping, energy costs, and funding 
of religious schools.  I hope that 
I will continue to be a resource 
to you and connect you with the 
people/organization who can help 

find a solution to the problems. 
In the Commerce Committee, 

I am continuing to work on Eco-
nomic and Workforce Develop-
ment issues and am also looking 
at the progress made from last 
session. We are starting to work 
on bills which examine the Ver-
mont Economic Growth Incen-
tive program, earned wage access 
businesses, and data privacy is-
sues.  

Each week our Floor Session is 
started with a Devotional. I have 
invited Brandon resident Josh 
Collier to sing for the Devotional 
on February 15th!  On that same 
evening at 7:30pm, Barn Opera 
will be the featured performance 
for Farmer’s Night! If you are 
in Montpelier, please come to 
the Statehouse to be part of this 
magical evening and a 100-year 
Vermont tradition.   

My next Constituent Coffee 
hour will be held on February 
18th at 10am at the Brandon Free 
Public Library. Please stop by! 

Take Care, 
Rep. Stephanie Jerome  

(Brandon) 
Vice-Chair, House  

Commerce and Economic  
Development Committee 

Sjerome@leg.state.vt.us or 
802-6838209 

Rutland-based singer/song-
writer Breanna Elaine celebrates 
the release of her second album 
Seedlings with her band Friday, 
February 11, at Brandon Town 
Hall at 7:30. Kristian Montgom-
ery opens the show.

Breanna’s music is dripping 

with plenty of earthy folk sounds, 
but also has undertones of rock, 
bluegrass and even punk. She 
performs a mix of originals as 
well as a wide array of covers on 
both guitar and banjo. Compari-
sons have included Jewel, Alanis 
Morissette and Stevie Nicks.

Breanna Elaine to play  
Brandon Town Hall on Feb. 11
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COVID-19 vaccine clinics available throughout 
Addison County through March 31st. 

Please call 
Mountain Community Health

(formerly Mountain Health Center) 
for more information at 

(802) 453-3911. 
MCH will be offering Pfizer Bivalent

Boosters for all ages 5+.

Boosters are FREE
NO INSURANCE REQUIRED.

Still Not Vaccinated?
Need a Booster?

** COVID-19 vaccinations available this Friday, Feb. 10, from 11 AM to 2 PM 
with MHC’s Mobile Unit at 86 Shannon St., Middlebury and Saturday Feb. 11 
From 9 AM to 12 Noon at Turning Point Center, 54A Creek Rd., Middlebury.

merce (BACC) generated a great 
deal of warmth at its annual dinner 
on Friday, February 3.   

At the historic Brandon Inn, the 
dinner brought together members 
of BACC to network and celebrate 
the Chamber’s accomplishments 
over a delicious meal. 

The highlight of the evening was 
certainly the presentation to Den-
nis Marden by BACC President 
Pat Wood of the President’s Award, 
given to “a business, person, or 
organization that has contributed 
greatly to our community.” 

Rather than simply run through 
a dry chronology of Mr. Marden’s 
long tenure in Brandon, Ms. Wood 
presented it through fi gures dressed 
up as Mr. Marden in his various 
Brandon phases, each bearing a 
life-size photo of his smiling face.  
The fi gures were 
the brainchild of 
Kathy Mathis, 
Pat Wood, and 
Sally Wood. 

“It was so fun-
ny.  They did an 
incredible job,” 
said Marden in 
a later phone 
conversa t ion . 
“Kathy swiped 
that photo of my 
face from my fridge!” he laughed. 

Mr. Marden grew up in New 
Jersey, where he worked in special 
education for many years before 
moving to Vermont in 1983 to be-
come the art teacher at Neshobe.  It 
was on a visit to a cousin who lived 
in Rutland that Marden applied 
for the position almost on a whim.  
Then-Principal Bud Coolidge of-
fered him the job and he’s been in 
Vermont ever since.  He moved to 
Brandon in 1991. 

In addition to the 23 years 
Marden taught art at Neshobe—he 

watched many current Brandon 
residents grow up—Marden has 
also been heavily involved with the 
Brandon Town Players, a commu-
nity-theater group that puts on pro-
ductions at Brandon Town Hall.  In 
fact, most of the wardrobe for the 
“Marden fi gures” came from the 
Players’ costume collection. 

And it is largely for his work 
with the Friends of Town Hall 
that Marden was honored on Fri-
day.  Brandon Town Hall was 
built in 1861 and by 1998 it was in 
such poor condition that the town 
was considering demolition.  The 
Friends of Town Hall (FTH) was 
formed and the building was saved.  
According to Marden, more than 
$1.5 million was raised and spent 
on the renovation.  The beautiful 
space we now enjoy for concerts, 
plays, dances, lectures, and town 

meeting is the 
result of the hard 
work put in by 
Marden and the 
rest of the FTH. 
The next time 
you’re in the 
building, check 
out the displays 
of antique and 
vintage objects 
discovered in the 
building during 

the renovation. 
Marden has been President of 

the FTH since 2011.  During its 
regular season (spring through fall), 
Marden is in charge of program-
ming.  He tries hard to book events 
that will appeal to audiences be-
yond Brandon.  A popular recurring 
event is Silent Movie Night, which 
gives people a rare opportunity to 
see silent classics from the 1910s 
and 20s.   

Marden is clearly devoted to this 
community he’s called home for 32 
years now. 

“The community feeling you 
get here is unbelievable,” he said. 
“People ask for help and they get 
help. The people in Brandon make 
this town what it is.  I’m going to 
do as much as I can for as long as 
I can.” 

BACC Executive Director Ber-
nie Carr took the fl oor during dinner 
to thank the Inn’s gracious hosts—
Joel and Darcy MacClaren—and 
to welcome seven new members to 
the BACC Board of Directors: 

Pat Wood, individual member 
(President of BACC)

Nancy Spaulding Ness, indi-
vidual member (Vice-president of 
BACC)

Laurie Bertrand, CPA (Treasurer 
of BACC)

Geoff Watson, National Bank of 
Middlebury (Clerk of BACC)

Jack Schneider, Brandon Yoga 
Center

Kirk Thomas, Vermont Protec-
tive Coatings

Lynn Wilson, individual member 
Kevin Thornton, professor of 

history and former president of the 
Brandon Museum, gave a short 
presentation on his recent discover-
ies regarding Thomas Davenport, 
who invented the electric motor in 
Forestdale in the 1830s.  The Bran-
don Museum is planning to open an 
exhibit on Davenport this summer. 

George Fjeld, retired physician 
and a current board member of The 
Reporter, thanked the community 
for its support of the fl edgling non-

profi t. 
State Representative Stephanie 

Jerome, who sits on the House 
Committee on Commerce and Eco-
nomic Development, spoke about 
COVID funds still available from 
the state.  According to Jerome, 
few Rutland County businesses 
have received such funding and she 
urged people to see what they may 
qualify for. 

The overall sense in the room 
was pride and excitement.  Bran-
don has achieved a lot over the 
last several years and the members 
of the BACC have no intention of 
slowing down.  Visit their web-
site—brandon.org—to fi nd out 
more about membership, events, 
and programs. 

Dennis Marden
(Continued from Page 1)

DENNIS MARDEN POSES with his alter egos, all created by Kathy Mathis, Pat Wood, and Sally 
Wood to celebrate Mr. Marden’s receipt of the Chamber’s President’s Award.  Mr. Marden clearly 
relished the playful theatrics of the presentation.  The costumes came from the wardrobe trunk of 
the Brandon Town Players, which Mr. Marden has been part of for years. Photo by David Roberts

“It was so funny. 
They did an incred-
ible job. Kathy 
swiped that photo 
of my face from my 
fridge!” 

—Dennis Marden
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ARTIST: Rowan Tigerlily Van Eaton 
SCHOOL: Homeschool 
HOMETOWN: Brandon 
MEDIUM: Colored Pencils

STATEMENT FROM ROWAN’S MOTHER, 
HARMONY VAN EATON: 

“Rowan has been doing art since she was 9 months 
old.  She loves all types of art, theater, animals, and 
cares very much about the environment and wild-
life conservation.  She enjoys being part of Rutland 

Youth Theater and volunteering around Brandon.  
Her favorite show is Stranger Things, and she loves 
music from the 70s and 80s.  Her first concert was 
Blue Oyster Cult!  Rowan is an awesome big sister to 
her brother Leo and helps her mom around the house 
and farm every day.”
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BY STEVEN JUPITER
JERICHO — The Otter Valley wrestling team con-

tinued its dominant season with a fi rst-place fi nish at 
the Jason Lowell Memorial Wrestling Tournament on 
Saturday at Mount Mansfi eld Union High School.

The Otters vanquished the fi eld with 170 points as 
a team. 11 OV wrestlers placed in the top four, in-
cluding two champions, Caleb Whitney at 138 and 
Tucker Babcock at 152.

Whitney and Babcock both reached a career mile-
stone with their 100th wins on the day as well.

Kingston Cotter fi nished second at 138, Isaac 
Whitney came in second at 182, Lincoln Wilcox 
was third at 132, Malachai Sheldrick was third 
at 152, Drake Felkl was third at 170, Simon 
Martin was third at 195, Keevon Parks was third 
at 220, Derek Li was third at 285 and Chase 
Cram was fourth at 160.

3200 US RT 7, Pittsford
(802)483-9357 vcw@vermontcamera.com Jim & Liz McRae

If you love classic film cameras you need to pay us a visit.
Leica, Zeiss, Rolleiflex, Nikon, Voigtlander

 and many others.

Visit our
website

Hours
Thu - Sat 10-5

Visit our
website

Hours
Thu - Sat 10-5

Now Serving 
The  ReporterThe  Reporter

Stop by to browse 
our selections of 
wine, beer, and 
spirits while you’re 
grabbing your copy 
of The Reporter

260 Court St Suite 3, 
Middlebury, VT 05753

We do Trees!
Educated, Experienced and Fully Insured Professionals

Thad Poremski
(802) 

345-2815

Planting • Pruning • Removing • Repairing
Stump Removal • Timber Harvesting • Land Clearing • Firewood

89 Stevens Road Pittsford, VT | 802-483-6550
Mon-Fri: 7AM-4PM & Sat: 8AM-12PM | www.gagnonlumber.com

Native 
Vermont Lumber

Gagnon 
Lumber

Hemlock Framing Stock • Pine Shiplap Siding 
Pine Tongue & Groove • Custom Cut Timbers

Bark Mulch – Delivery Available

Sports
BRANDON REPORTER

Otter Valley wrestling team 
in fi rst place again!

Three record-setting fi sh were 
caught in Vermont in 2022

OTTER VALLEY WRESTLING has had an outstanding season, coming in fi rst or second at multiple 
tournaments.  Many members of the team have fi nished at the top of their weight classes at these 
events.  Go Otters!

OV’S TUCKER BABCOCK and Caleb Whitney 
each logged their 100th career wins at Mount 
Mansfi eld. Congrats, gentlemen!

RUTLAND, VT – Vermont 
Fish and Wildlife today an-
nounced that three fi sh caught 
in 2022 were certifi ed as new 
state records.

In February, Swanton angler 
Matt Gingras landed a new 
Vermont record burbot while 
fi shing on northern Lake Cham-
plain in the West Swanton area.  
The burbot, caught on a live 
golden shiner set under a tip-up, 
weighed 10.9 pounds and mea-
sured 32 ½ inches long with a 
17-inch girth.  It beat the previ-
ous state record burbot caught 
in 2012 by 2.1 pounds.

Unfortunately for Matt, his 

reign as the state record 
burbot holder lasted 
just two months.  In 
early April while open 
water bass fi shing on 
Lake Champlain around 
South Hero, Stephen 
Estes of Auburn, New 
Hampshire, caught an 
11.0-pound burbot cast-
ing a Ned Rig.  The 
fi sh measured 34 inches 
in length and had a 17 
½-inch girth.

In May of 2022, North 
Hero angler Jacob Kin-
ney was out bowfi sh-
(See Record fi sh, Page 23)

STEPHEN ESTES OF Auburn, New Hamp-
shire shows off the 11-pound burbot he 
caught in Lake Champlain in April of 2022.
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Sundays 
Brandon Town Hall Painting with Crystal
Crystal Ketcham leads an all ages painting event! 

Yes, you CAN paint! More info, contact Crystal at 
ceastman88@gmail.com

“The study of art is the most important study a garden de-
signer can pursue.”

Saturday 11th: 
Kennedy Park with End User at Sister Wicked
A little double bill action this time around folks. End User, 
an alternative rock band from Pittsford, will be opening up 
the night at 8:00. Post-hardcore, local musicians Kennedy 
Park follow up at 9:15.

Bang your head and mosh it out.

$5 donation suggested.

Friday 17th– Saturday 25th: 
Rutland Welcomes the Return of Winterfest
After a two-year hiatus, Winterfest returns in full February 

17-25 with events 
for all ages and 
abilities. Winterfest 
has been a Rutland 
staple for 20 years, 
but what began as 
a 4-hour event one 
day in February has 
blossomed into a 
7-day festival during 
winter break. This 
year, Winterfest is 
bringing back crowd 
favorites like sled-
ding down Center 
Street, Human 
Foosball, and the 
Real Rutland Feud 
while adding some 
future favorites to 
the roster. 

“Winterfest has been 
a long-standing 

February
Tuesdays
Maclure Library Story Time Playgroup 
Looking for a fun, educational playgroup for your 2–5 
year old? Look no further! From 10 a.m. – 12 p.m. 
join Miss Allie , a certifi ed teacher, for a weekly FREE 
literacy-based playgroup. Light snacks will be provided, 
along with stories, crafts, songs, games, and more. To 
register, please email allie.griffi ths@rcpcc.org with your 
child's name, age, and contact information for your 
family

Wednesdays
Ping Pong 
The Green Mountain Table 
Tennis Club would like to an-
nounce the beginning of its 
new season!

The club has begun play on 
Wednesday evenings starting 
at 7 p.m. It will meet nearly 
every Wednesday year-round 
in the gym at the Rutland 
Area Christian School in 
Rutland, located at the corner 
of Melrose Ave. and Lincoln 
Ave. in Rutland, a block from 
the intersection of Route 7 
and Melrose Ave. (110 Lincoln 
Ave., Rutland, VT 05701)).

Being a part of this unique 
and exciting club offers a variety of activities, including 
regular practice, a challenge board, clinics for begin-
ner and advanced play, singles and doubles, inter-club 
events with other table tennis clubs, and even tourna-

ments.

If you are interested in table tennis as a recreational 
or athletic activity, we’re interested in you! There is a 
modest membership fee of only $30, although you can 
come twice free as our guest. Bring your sneakers and 
paddle (or use ours) and have some fun playing a great 
game of “Pong!”

For further information about the Green Mountain 
Table Tennis Club, call club representative Ronald 
Lewis at 802-247-5913, or visit our club’s website at 
www.gmttc.com. 

Trouble with math? Free tutoring is offered!
Free math tutoring is available in downtown Brandon 
on Wednesday afternoons from 2:45-4 p.m. at Fel-
lowship Hall — the smaller brick building next to the 
Brandon Congregational Church. 

Larry Rowe is offering help to any Otter Valley students 
who have questions or diffi culties with mathematics or 
would like help with their math homework. Rev. Sara 
Rossigg will be in her offi ce — 20 feet away from the 

work-
table 

— during 
these 
sessions 
to ensure 
everyone 
feels 
comfort-
able and 
is safe. 

Call 802-
236-9130 
for more 
informa-
tion. 
(Please 
note that 
Wednes-
day, Nov. 
23 and 
Wednes-
day, Dec. 
7 are 
days 
Larry has 
other 
commit-
ments 
and will 
not be 
avail-
able.)
Yoga 

Prana Shakti Zoom & Studio Chair Yoga, Gentle, 
Wednesdays
From 10:30–11:30 a.m. at 155 Woodstock Avenue in 
Rutland Lina Cloffe Hanson (Parvati) offers an Earth 
Conscientious, Spiritual, Gentle Physical Yoga Prac-
tice. We meet on 
Mondays via zoom. 
Contact for Zoom 
link. (There is also a 
Monday Zoom only 
class)

Not everyone can 
get up and down off 
of the fl oor easily 
making traditional 
yoga classes diffi -
cult. If you have physical limitation or a health issue this 

might be the ideal class for you. With the help of a 
chair most people can practice yoga and reaping 
the benefi ts of increased circulation, balance, fl ex-
ibility, mobility, strength and more. 

We spend a fair amount of the time exercising in a 
seated position in the chairs but if possible, we also 
do exercises standing, using the chairs for support. 
The exercises can be adjusted for individual needs 
and we move at a comfortable pace. I think will 
soon notice a difference once you start. Looking 
forward to seeing you in class! 

Lina (Parvati) has 20 plus years of experience teach-
ing and a lifelong personal practice. 

To stay tuned if there are any cancelations, follow on 
Facebook and get on email list.
$15/class

Fridays 
Maclure Library Knitting Circle
Come join us weekly to share projects from noon – 2:00 
p.m. 
Chaffee Arts Center All About the Arts Free Class for 
kids 3–5
From 11am–Noon…FREE! Students will have fun creat-
ing and doing activities with art, music, literature, and 
more!

One free book per student will be given weekly (while 
supplies last) thanks to our partners at Rutland Free 
Library. Adult must accompany children under age 4. 
Must pre-register by Wednesday each week Instructor: 
Lori Sullivan; Minimum 3

Calendar of events

On the 14th, beginning at 6:30 
p.m., True Story is a storytelling event 
based on the popular NPR program 
"The Moth." 

We invite all storytellers to sign up 
at the the library. your story must be 
true, told in the fi rst person, without 

notes, have a beginning, middle, and 
end and follow the theme. Your story 
can funny, sad, exciting, emotional or 
all in one!

Not a storyteller, but love to listen? 
Join the audience!

Maclure Library True Story, Theme: Love

“Earthy folk sounds, undertones
of rock and bluegrass” 

Join Brandon-based singer songwriter Breanna Elaine
and her band Friday night, Feb. 10 at 7:30 at Brandon Town Hall. 

Breanna will be celebrating the release of her second album Seedlings 
Red Clover beer and Small Bites by Dallas Ladd will be available for purchase. 

Tickets are $18 in advance through 
Seven Days tickets, and $20 at the door.

Kristian Montgomery opens the show.

SPONSORED BY SPONSORED BY 

Wild Woods Music Song Circle, Wednesday, 
February 15th, at 7:15 p.m.

Replenish your seed supply at 
Brandon Blue Seal on Route 7 from 
9 am to 2 pm. Learn about bird feed

and feeders, and join Audubon if 
you wish. Our bird experts can an-
swer your avian questions while you

shop and save a few bucks. More 
info at birding@rutlandcountyaudu-
bon.org.

Brandon Audubon Birdseed Sale – Feb. 11
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Sundays  
Brandon Town Hall Painting with Crystal 
Crystal Ketcham leads an all ages painting event! 

Yes, you CAN paint! More info, contact Crystal at  
ceastman88@gmail.com

“The study of art is the most important study a garden de-
signer can pursue.”

Saturday 11th: 
Kennedy Park with End User at Sister Wicked 
A little double bill action this time around folks. End User, 
an alternative rock band from Pittsford, will be opening up 
the night at 8:00. Post-hardcore, local musicians Kennedy 
Park follow up at 9:15.

Bang your head and mosh it out.

$5 donation suggested.

Friday 17th– Saturday 25th: 
Rutland Welcomes the Return of Winterfest 
After a two-year hiatus, Winterfest returns in full February 

17-25 with events 
for all ages and 
abilities. Winterfest 
has been a Rutland 
staple for 20 years, 
but what began as 
a 4-hour event one 
day in February has 
blossomed into a 
7-day festival during 
winter break. This 
year, Winterfest is 
bringing back crowd 
favorites like sled-
ding down Center 
Street, Human 
Foosball, and the 
Real Rutland Feud 
while adding some 
future favorites to 
the roster. 

“Winterfest has been 
a long-standing 

tradition in Rutland 
and after a year off, 
we are excited to 
bring it back! Over 
the years the events 
have evolved and 
so many great 
memories have 
been created,” says 
Winterfest event 
co-chair April Cioffi. 

“Spark some joy and 
come play at Winter 
Fest!”

Coming together as 
a community in this 
challenging time 
of year is incred-
ibly important for 
mental and physical 
health and is the 
reason for throwing 
a big winter festival. 
Most events are 
free, and some paid 
events are open to 
spectators for free.

“Hopefully, people 
are as excited and 
engaged as they 
were in the past,” 
says Winterfest 
event co-chair Russ 
Marsan. “With 

new people and new sponsors, Winterfest is undergoing a 
renaissance of sorts. There’s something for everyone to do: 
stuff for kids, adults and families. This year, there are 24 dif-
ferent groups including businesses, nonprofits, Rutland City, 
and the Town of 
Brandon: a good 
group of people.”

Things kick off 
Friday, Febru-
ary 17th with a 
snowy story walk 
at Pine Hill Park. 
On Saturday, 
Giorgetti Arena 
opens its doors 
for free ice skat-
ing from 5-7pm. 
On Tuesday, Feb. 
21st, folks can 
sled down Center 
Street and play 
or participate in a 
game of Human 
Foosball. Teams 
of 6 compete for 
the glory. Regis-
tration is $50 per 
team and funds 
go to support 
Come Alive Out-
side. Spectators 
are welcome to 
watch the action 
for free. Wednes-
day morning at 
10am, kids and 
adults can wear 
their P.J.s at the 
Paramount to 
watch a flick, then 
join in the Great 
Bigfoot Chase at 
the Rutland Free 
Library at 1pm. 
Thursday evening 
at 6, cornholers 
of all abilities will 

compete in a mini tournament at the Rutland Recreation 
Center. Friday night at 6:30, bring the kids or a date to 
Skate with Bigfoot. The Loved Ones and Little Ones Dance 
wraps up Winterfest on Saturday, February 25 along with 
the ever-popular Real Rutland Feud at 7pm at The Para-
mount Theatre. Tickets to the Loved Ones and Little Ones 
Dance are $15 per couple while tickets to the Real Rutland 
Feud are $30 per person.

For more information, visit https://www.rutlandrec.com/win-
terfestevents, call 802-773-1853 or email aprilc@rutlandrec.
com.

Monday 20th: 
The Rutland Extension Master Gardener Group presents 
author Martha Molnar  
At 7:00 P.M. at the Godnick Adult Center, 1 Deer St, Rutland, 
VT 05701

Martha Leb Molnar has a certificate in Botany from the NY 
Botanical Gardens. She is a freelance writer and commen-
tator, and this is her third book. Martha will talk about her 
new book, Playing God in the Meadow: How I Learned to 
Admire My Weeds, in which she and her husband, having 
found their dream acreage in Vermont, try to stave off the 
non-native invasives. This is not just for gardeners! You can 
buy the book from Phoenix to read ahead of time, or just 
come and enjoy Martha’s compelling rendition.

Goings on  Goings on  
   around town   around town

My favorite place to be is 
together with you. 

 Wherever you are is where 
 I want to be. 

  Love,
  Schmoopie 

Dearest Pookie, 

  Love,
  Schmoopie 

Dearest Pookie, 

a

day

Happy
You

I Wish

Valentine’s

We’re running a Valentine’s 
Day special feature in Feb 
15th issue of The Reporter!
For only $10, you can take out a 2.25” 
x 3” ad with a message of up to 20 
words and your choice of vintage, 
modern, floral, or playful graphic.

Please send your message and a 
check to Brandon Reporter, 294 
Wheeler Road, Brandon, VT 
05733.  You may drop off your 
message & check at that address as 
well.  Please include a phone number 
or email where we can reach you if we 
have questions. Or you can scan the 
QR code below to pay online.

Messages received after 2/13 will not 
be included.  Messages without 
payment will not be included.  Messa-
ges with profanity will not be 
included.  Keep it wholesome, folks!

Sample valentine

Vintage sample

Floral sample

Modern sample

Playful sample

Show your sweetheart some

We’re running a Valentine’s 
Day special feature in Feb 

Show your sweetheart some

Valentine’s sugar

If you wooed your loved one with music 
and song on Valentine's Day, why not take 
a moment or two and woo us too. We love 
music, song, and the people who make it, 
so on Wednesday, February 15th,  come 
along and join our song circle from 7:15 
to 9:15 p.m., at the Godnick Adult Center 
in Rutland. Music lovers, singers, players 
of acoustic instruments, and listeners are 
welcomed. The atmosphere of the circle is 
easy-going and encouraging to beginners 
or anyone developing their interest in mu-
sic. This is a good place to break-in that 
new instrument or to play a well used and 
loved one.

The Wild Woods Song Circle 
that meets on the first and third Wednesday 
of each month, has gathered musicians and 
singers continuously since 1993 to share 
their music.

	 There is no charge for attending or 
performing, but the Center likes you to 
register by completing a simple form on 

an annual basis. Simply show up and enjoy 
good music.

For further information, call Jack 
Crowther at 802-775-1182 or e-mail Gus 
Bloch, song circle leader, at gusbloch@
gmail.com.

Wild Woods Music Song Circle, Wednesday, 
February 15th, at 7:15 p.m.

Brandon Audubon Birdseed Sale – Feb. 11

Photo by Roy Pilcher 
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BY JANET MONDLAK
BRANDON—From listening to 

music to cleaning and caring for 
one’s house and working in the 
kitchen, there are many examples 
of how gadgets and household 
items have changed and progressed 
over the years. I love to contemplate 
items from our past and think about 
things that used to be so common 
that everyone had them but which 
are now basically useless. Some 
items are easily repurposed while 
others – well, there is just nothing 
that can be done with them. It is es-
pecially fun to talk with kids about 
some of these items and even have 
them guess what things were used 
for. 

I’ll start with the spittoon, one 
of my personal favorites. In the 
late 19th century, spittoons were 
common in all types of gathering 
places, especially where men con-
gregated. I suppose that means that 
men were the spitters! Spittoons 
were mostly used for disposing of 
chewing tobacco. They were com-
monly made from pottery, brass, 
cut glass, or fine porcelain. The 
classier the establishment, the more 
upscale the spittoon. I recently had 
a customer at our shop, Across 
the Street, who was looking for a 
receptacle to hold utensils on her 
kitchen counter. It did not go over 
well when I suggested the spittoon. 

That brings me to stoneware 
crocks, which were originally used 
to store perishable foods such as 

butter, salted meats, and pickled 
vegetables before refrigeration was 
in every home. Most crocks have 
a number stenciled on the front. 
That is an indication of its size. A 
“1” is a one-gallon crock. A “2” 
is a two-gallon crock. The largest 
one we have ever had was a “25”. 
It was heavy! Stoneware jugs, also 
referred to as liquor crocks, were 
once upon a time used to store 
moonshine. Nowadays, crocks are 
more often seen in the garden, on 
the floor as a dog’s water bowl, or 
on the countertop to hold kitchen 
utensils. This is a far more palatable 
item than the spittoon! I frequently 
see antique jugs substituting as 
vases, especially for tall grasses or 
cattails. Good repurposing!

In the bedroom years ago, mat-
tresses were made of grass or straw. 
They would have been supported 
with rope lacing. People used a spe-
cial wrench, known as a “bed key,” 
made specifically to tighten up the 
rope to keep the mattress from sag-
ging. Sounds like a lot of work to 
me! And what can you do with that 
wrench nowadays?

There was a time when all 
clothes and linens were ironed to 
remove the wrinkles. Before elec-
tric irons, clothes irons were called 

“sad” irons. Why sad? One theory 
is that because they weighed so 
much, they made for some very 
sad women. Each iron weighed be-
tween five to nine pounds. The irons 
traditionally did not have a handle – 
they were just a hunk of metal. A 
metal or wooden detachable handle 
would fit on top and click in place. 
When the iron cooled, sad grandma 
could click it off, put it back on the 
hot stove, and click on a new one. 
Now they make great door stops. 
And grandma is happy.

Long before the vacuum cleaner 
was invented, how did rugs get 
cleaned? Easy answer – rug beat-
ers! Of course, one had to gather the 
rug and get it outside to a clothes-
line or fence post so they could then 
beat the heck out of it. Between 
sad-ironing, rope-tightening under 
the mattress, and carpet-beating, I 
would imagine sad grandma had 
some major muscle in her upper 
arms.

These days vinyl records that 
play at a speed of 331⁄3 rpm (com-
monly referred to as 33s), are all the 
rage. Everyone from teens to aging 
hippies are touting the quality of 
listening to music from the turnta-
ble and not from a digital streaming 
app. But there were so many other 
types of records and listening de-
vices. There were 8-tracks and vi-
nyl 45s and 78s as well as cassette 
tapes and CDs. Before all of those, 
there were Edison cylinders. Pho-
nograph cylinders were the earliest 
commercial medium for recording 
and reproducing sound and were 

popular from about 1895 to 1915. 
The hollow cylindrical tubes have 
an audio recording engraved on 
the outside surface, which can be 
reproduced when they are played 
on, you guessed it, a cylinder pho-
nograph. 

There are loads of kitchen de-
vices that while still functional, are 
not as practical as newer models. 

In our shop we have an Asparagus 
Buncher. I had to look this one up 
to determine what it was for. You’d 
be right if you said it was designed 
to cut and bunch asparagus! 

If you want a homework assign-
ment where you will not be graded 
on and do not even have to turn in, 
do some reminiscing. Think about 
your grandparents’ house and try to 

remember some old-fashioned, out-
of-date gadgets they had. Or maybe 
you have some items around your 
place now that are totally useless 
but you can’t get rid of. And give 
yourself a gold star on the home-
work assignment if you have an 
old-timey gadget that has been re-
purposed, the ultimate in recycling. 
But that’s a topic for another day!

What on earth was that used for?

AN ASPARAGUS BUNCHER.  Perhaps bunching asparagus was very difficult in olden times.

EDISON CYLINDERS: THE earliest commercial music recordings were etched on these wax tubes.  
They were popular around the turn of the last century.

A CERAMIC SPITTOON.  These 
were used to catch chewing 
tobacco (or the accompanying 
juice) back in the day

AN 1800S “BED wrench” or 
“bed key.” These were used to 
tighten the ropes on old beds.  
The saying “sleep tight” comes 
from the pleasure of sleeping 
on tightened ropes.
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Middlebury Professor ponders 
solitude at Science Pub in Castleton

Act 250 in crosshairs as 
environmental groups 
prioritize forest lossBY STEVEN JUPITER

CASTLETON—I’ve of-
ten joked that no one moves to 
Vermont to be around people.  
The population here is small 
and spread out and the way of 
life much less insistently social 
than in other places.  Vermont-
ers spend a lot of time pursuing 
often-solitary activities: hunt-
ing, fishing, hiking, gardening, 
reading, painting, writing, wood-
working…it’s a great place to 
pursue your own interests.  But 
are Vermonters lonely?  What’s 
the difference between loneli-
ness and solitude?  What makes 
for positive solitude as opposed 
to painful isolation?

Virginia Thomas, Assistant 
Professor of Psychology at 
Middlebury College, led a rapt 
audience through the subtleties 
of solitude at The Taproom on 
Lake Bomoseen on Sunday af-
ternoon, as part of the Science 
Pub series that brings people to-
gether for philosophy and food.  

Thomas considers herself 
something of a solitary crea-
ture—she called her public self 
her “presentation mode”—and 
began researching the topic in 
large part because of an interest 
in her own behavior.  Why do 
some people thrive in solitude 
while others wither?  Why does 
society see sociability as strength 
and solitude as weakness?  Can 
people be taught to enjoy soli-
tude rather than fear it?

In a presentation titled “Em-
bracing Solitude”—so named to 
reflect Thomas’s goal of teach-
ing people to view solitude posi-
tively—Thomas distilled much 
of her research on solitude into a 
few principles.

According to Thomas, solitude 
is a positive experience when it 
is:

• chosen
• enjoyable
• meaningful
In other words, when people 

consciously decide to spend time 
alone and engage in enjoyable 
activities that have meaning for 
them, solitude is perceived as a 
positive experience.  This com-
pletely gibes with the experienc-
es of most people: when you’re 
engaged in a solitary activity you 
enjoy, you perceive the solitude 
as positive.  

By contrast, according to 
Thomas, solitude is a negative 
experience when it leads to:

• rumination (dwelling on con-
flicts and/or fears)

• loneliness (yearning for but 
not receiving social contact)

• boredom (“a lack of mean-
ingful engagement with yourself 

or your surroundings”)
Again, this completely tracks 

with the lived experiences of 
most people.  Much substance 
abuse arises from an inability 
to maneuver oneself out of this 
kind of negative headspace, to 
replace negative experiences 
of solitude with positive ones.  
Drugs and alcohol temporarily 
“turn off” the unwanted feelings 
of isolation.

Thomas also disputed the 
common distinction between 
“introvert” and “extrovert,” not-
ing that very few people are truly 
one or the other.  The desire for 
and tolerance of solitude depend 
not only on one’s natural person-
ality but also on one’s particular 
circumstances.  A self-described 
extrovert may need “alone time” 
after a busy week while a self-de-
scribed introvert may have bouts 
of happy sociability.  Again, the 
perception of solitude depends 
largely on whether it’s chosen 
rather than imposed.

Social media poses a special 
problem when discussing soli-
tude, Thomas noted.  It’s neither 
truly social nor truly solitary.  It 
occupies its own middle ground 
between the two spheres.  When 
we look at Facebook, Instagram, 
TikTok, or Twitter, we may ex-
perience the sensation of social 
engagement, but we tend to use 
social media when we’re physi-

cally alone.  Do we use these 
platforms to self-soothe when in-
teraction with other people isn’t 
available?  Or should we look at 
these platforms as social inter-
action with built-in boundaries: 
engagement we can switch off 
at our pleasure, without the awk-
wardness of terminating a “real 
life” social interaction?

Psychologist Donald Winn-
icott once described positive sol-
itude as “the capacity to be alone 
without distress.”  For Professor 
Thomas, dissecting solitude in all 
its facets is key to her mission of 
teaching people to expand their 
capacity for its positive aspects.

The Science Pub is a monthly 
event that draws folks from all 
over Rutland County.  Brandon 
resident Connie Kenna attended 
Sunday’s event with her friend 
Ingrid Pixley of Leicester.  “We 
enjoy hearing about scientific 
topics,” Kenna said.  “I like to 
work my brain,” added retired 
pediatrician Kathie Hession of 
Pittsford.

The next Science Pub will take 
place at 4:00 on Sunday, March 
5 at the Southside Steakhouse in 
Rutland.  The topic will be Riv-
ers, Lakes, Oceans…on Mars? 
and will be presented by Marisa 
Palucis, Assistant Professor of 
Life Science at Dartmouth Col-
lege.  These events are free, ex-
cept for drinks and food.

PSYCHOLOGY PROFESSOR VIRGINIA Thomas of Middlebury 
College presented “Embracing Solitude” at the February Science 
Pub at The Taproom on Lake Bomoseen in Castleton on Sunday. 

BY CLARA MCENEANY/
VtDigger

Environmental advocates 
across the state head into this 
year’s legislative session with 
the goal of updating Act 250 
— Vermont's land use and 
development law — to pro-
tect one of the state’s biggest 
natural resources: working 
forests. 

Advocates believe the wide-
ranging 1970 law doesn't suf-
ficiently regulate the impacts 
of large development on for-
est lands, causing mass forest 
fragmentation and loss, ac-
cording to Jamey Fidel, for-
est and wildlife director at the 
Vermont Natural Resources 
Council, a nonprofit. 

“There's no real attention 
to whether there's going to be 
any future role of that forest 
when the land is being de-
veloped, as well as (it) being 
available as working lands,” 
Fidel said. “Will they be able 
to provide habitat for wildlife 
(in addition to preserving tim-
ber sources)? So, this is a way 
of zooming out and saying, 
let's focus on some good site 
design.”

In the last decade Vermont 
has lost up to 10,000 acres 
per year of its forests due to 
permanent development and 
suburban sprawl, according to 
the U.S. Forest Service. 

“Our policies in Vermont 
haven't caught up to this 
change in trajectory and 
trend,” said David Mears, ex-
ecutive director of Vermont 
Audubon Society, the con-
servation nonprofit focused 
on birds and their habitats. 
“There's a couple of differ-
ent ways in which we can 
lose these forests: They can 
be lost to permanent develop-
ment, which is the worst-case 
scenario. Box stores, subdivi-
sions and the like are a per-
manent loss of forest land as 
well.” 

In the past environmen-
tal groups have tried getting 
multiple bills on the issue of 
forest fragmentation through 
the legislature, including last 
session’s H.606, which made 
it through the Legislature but 
was vetoed by Gov. Phil Scott.  

“The bill would have put us 
on a path to protecting 30% of 
Vermont's landscape by 2030, 
50% by 2050, including 10% 
of the state,” said Zack Por-

ter, executive director of the 
activist group Standing Trees, 
which aims to protect and re-
store forests in New England. 

“And (the bill would set) a 
goal for 10% of the state to be 
put into wild lands manage-
ment,” Porter continued. “But 
10% compared to the 3% (that 
is conserved) today would 
be a major step forward. We 
know we must do this if we 
want to keep the biodiversity 
that we have today and if we 
want to give a chance to the 
wildlife that were extirpated 
from Vermont years ago.” 

Groups are working to 
push similar legislation this 
session. But a third of the 
Legislature is new, and envi-
ronmental groups worry leg-
islation will face roadblocks 
because fledgling lawmakers 
need to catch up on yearslong 
issues. 

“I think it's very important 
that everyone takes the time 
to really understand these is-
sues because they're complex 
and interconnected,” Mears 
said. "At the same time, we 
are looking at the housing 
shortage; we're looking at the 
challenges of workforce de-
velopment. Are (legislators) 
making sure we have enough 
people to fill the jobs in the 
state that are necessary in the 
natural resources and environ-
mental fields?” 

Advocates agree that meet-
ing the needs of Vermont’s 
forests are crucial to meeting 
the state’s goals in combating 
climate change. Those goals 
are spelled out in the state’s 
climate action plan adopted in 
2021, which looks to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions 
through measures that include 
forest management.

“All the different kinds of 
ecosystems play such an im-
portant role in storing and 
holding carbon,” Mears said. 
“They also serve as a source 
of resilience, a strategy for us 
for adapting to and respond-
ing to the impact of climate. 
Also, a vital importance to 
addressing the loss of wild-
life and birds that we've been 
seeing over the past several 
decades.” 

At this point, forest ad-
vocates are bullish on their 
chances of changing Act 250 
this session and overcoming 
vetoes from Scott.
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Can you identify any of the people in these vintage photos from 
Mim Welton’s Dateline Brandon newspaper archives? Let us know! 

Mim's Photos

RecognizedRecognized

E-mail  ads@brandonreporter.com 
if you can identify someone in these photos. 

Or call us at 247-8080 

Helyn Anderson of Brandon called to recognized the two adults on the right 
as Pat and Paul Kearn, also of Brandon. She also recognized Father Croce and 
thinks that the young boy beside him might be Eric Kearn, Pat and Paul's son, 
though she's not positive about that. 
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Crossword
CLUES ACROSS
 1. Functions
 5. Records electric currents 

associated with 
contractions of the heart

 8. Trigonometric function (abbr.)
11. Secret political clique
13. Type of gibbon
14. Nocturnal S. American 

rodent
15. Famed American playwright
16. Mesopotamian goddess
17. Abba __, Israeli politician
18. Long ridge of gravel and 

sediment
20. A place to stay
21. Actor Idris
22. One who behaves in a 

rebellious way
25. A way to measure movement
30. Distinguish oneself
31. Type of drug (abbr.)
32. Basketball great Baylor
33. Masses of salivary matter
38. Calls balls and strikes
41. Plant that grows along the 

ground
43. A recreational activity in the 

air
45. Consumes too much
47. Island nation
49. Pistol
50. Mixtures of soul and calypso
55. Ancient Greek City
56. Similar
57. Roughly trimmed tree trunk 

used in a Scottish game
59. Semitic fertility god
60. Born  of
61. Frogs, toads, tree toads
62. School in the northeast 

(abbr.)
63. Soviet Socialist Republic
64. “__ the Man” Musical, 

baseball player

CLUES DOWN
1. Fiddler crabs
2. Discount
3. Partner to “fl ows”
4. Ethnic group of Laos
5. Beloved “Seinfeld” character
6 .Book of tickets
7. The last name of “Hermione”
8. Type of TV package
9. Helps to heal a cut
10. Town in Galilee
12. Actor Horsley
14. “Hocus Pocus 2” actor Ed
19. Bird-loving group (abbr.)
23. They respond when 

someone is sick
24. Emerged
25. Midway between south and 

southeast
26. Monetary unit of Afghanistan
27. Unit of work or energy
28. Indicates near
29. Famed river
34. For each
35. News organization
36. CNN’s founder
37. They __
39. Areas off to the side
40. Satisfi es
41. A spare bed
42. Legendary singer Diana
44. Frothy mass of bubbles
45. A kind of sorcery
46. River in South Africa
47. Philippine Island
48. County in China
51. S. American plant
52. Beverage containers
53. Edge
54. Protein-rich liquids
58. Moved quickly on foot

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

Sudoku
Here’s how a sudoku 
puzzle works: 
Sudoku puzzles are 
formatted as a 9x9 
grid, broken down into 
nine 3x3 boxes. To 
solve a sudoku every 
row, every column and 
every box must contain 
the numbers 1 through 
9. Each number must 
appear only once in each 
row, column and box. 
Figure out where to fi ll 
in the missing numbers 
by using the numeric 
clues already provided 
in the boxes. The more 
numbers that are fi lled 
in, the easier it gets to 
solve .

I could be the new friend you’ve been looking for!

802-483-6700 • WWW.RCHSVT.ORG
765 STEVENS RD. • PITTSFORD

Find a new love at the Rutland 
County Humane Society!

This February, fall in love with a new pet!  We know we have the puurrrfect match 
for you! Dogs and cats, rabbits, and small animals too - we have them all! And 
they’ll all provide great companionship and a lifetime of love. Our adoptable 
animals will be sure to snuggle with you and cuddle up to keep you warm. To 

learn more about our adoptable animals, visit our website at www.rchsvt.org or 
call the Adoption Center at 802.483.6700.

ADOPTION CENTER OPEN
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY.

MEET HARBOUR - 9-MONTH-OLD. MALE. HOUND MIX. BLACK AND TAN.
He is very expressive and will entertain himself  with toys for hours. He is vocal at times and 
will need to work on basic puppy manners such as not jumping on people and walking nicely 
on a leash. He is very playful and will happily greet you with a toy in his mouth. He is very 
affectionate and very social with people. Harbour was brought to RCHS on January 5th as a 
stray from Rutland. We don’t have any history on him, but he doesn’t seem to like other dogs, 

and being a hound, he would probably not do well with cats. He is currently waiting for his 
neuter appointment but would love to get into a home before that as a foster-to-adopt. If  you 

think Harbour might be a good fit for you, or if  you want to learn more about the foster-to-adopt, 
please call the Adoption Center at 802-483-6700.

MEET POPPY - 9 MONTH OLD. SPAYED FEMALE. DOMESTIC SHORT HAIR TORTOISESHELL.
Poppy came to RCHS as a stray on December 21, 2022. She was a shy girl but has come right out 
of  her shell. She wants nothing but pets and head scratches. If  you are interested in this beautiful 
girl, please call the Adoption Center at 802.483.6700 to schedule a time to meet her.
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BRANDON — Bitter Cold 
seemed to put a damper on activ-
ity in Brandon last week. Nev-
ertheless, Brandon Police had 
several calls requiring their as-
sistance.

The fi rst came On Jan. 31, 
when a Rutland City resident 
reported concerns that his in-
heritance money was being sto-
len and wanted to meet with an 
offi cer on Supermarket Drive. 
The male was advised to get in 
contact with Rutland City Police 
to seek further assistance as the 
ongoing issue was occurring in 
Rutland City and not Brandon.

A vehicle unable to maintain 
its lane on Furnace Road was 
stopped On Feb. 1. Mark De-
crisantis, 64, of Forest Dale was 
arrested for Driving Under the 
Infl uence of Alcohol. Decrisan-
tis was later processed and then 
released on a citation to appear 
before the Rutland County Supe-
rior Court-Criminal Division On 
Feb. 21, for arraignment. 

A missing persons report came 
in later in the day for a Bristol 
resident last seen at a doctor’s 
appointment in the Town of 
Brandon the day before. Police 
are involved in an ongoing in-
vestigation into the whereabouts 
of the individual in-question.

When police responded to a 
Feb. 3 report of a suspicious per-
son allegedly trying to get into 
the Junction Store and Deli on 
Forest Dale Road, they that the 
suspicious person was in fact an 
employee leaving the business. 
Later in the day police were 
called to a two-car accident on 
Arnold District Road. One ve-
hicle had passed another vehicle 
on the left as it was making a 
left-hand turn into a driveway. 
The vehicles received damage 
but no injuries were reported. 

Police assisted with an ongo-
ing marital and/or property dis-
pute issue occurring on Grove 
Street On February 4. The matter 
was determined to be civil in-na-
ture and not a police matter.

On Feb. 5 police received a 
report of orange traffi c cones on 
Marble Street, causing a traffi c 
hazard. Police immediately re-
moved the cones from the road-
way. At this time it is unknown 
who initially placed the cones in 
the roadway.

In other activity, Brandon Po-
lice:

On Jan 30
• Took fi ngerprints for nurs-

ing licenses and a coaching posi-
tion. 

• Received a request for as-
sistance from a Rutland city resi-
dent. 

On Jan 31
• Patrolled Center Street on 

footand secured open exterior 

door at Town offi ces.
• Received lost property and 

returned it to its owner.
• Stopped a vehicle on Cham-

plain Street for following too 
closely and issued a warning. 

On Feb. 1
• Responded to the parking 

lot of the Hannaford’s Super-
market on Supermarket Drive 
and documented it for insurance 
purposes.

• Took fi ngerprints for teacher 
license.

• Served a subpoena on behalf 
of the Rutland County State's At-
torneys Offi ce at a residence on 
Park Street.

• Stopped a vehicle on Fur-
nace Road for DUI. 

• Received a missing persons 
report. 

On Feb. 2
• Took fi ngerprints for nurs-

ing license.
On Feb. 3 

• Enforced speed limit on 
Grove Street

• Responded to a two-vehicle 
crash on Arnold District Road.  

• Responded to a report of a 
suspicious activity at  Junction 
Store and Deli on Forest Dale 
Road. 

On Feb. 4
• Investigated false alarms 

at Otterside Animal Hospital in 
Conant Square and the police 
station on Forest Dale Road. 

• Made multiple traffi c stops 
on Franklin Street, Conant 
Square, and Grove Street. Viola-
tions included speeding, defec-
tive equipment, tailgating, and 
failure to produce proof of liabil-
ity insurance. Issued fi ve warn-
ings and three tickets  

• Assisted with an ongoing 
marital and/or property dispute 
issue occurring on Grove Street. 

• Enforcement traffi c rules 
on Center Street. No violations 
were observed.

On Feb. 5
• Responded to a report of or-

ange traffi c cones causing a traf-
fi c hazard on Marble Street. 

• Made multiple traffi c stops 
on Conant Square, Franklin 
Street, Marble Street and Grove 
Street. Violations included 
speeding, failure to display a 
license plate and failure to pro-
duce proof of liability insurance. 
Issued four warnings and three 
tickets. 

• Received an accidental 911 
call from a residence on New 
Road.

• Enforced speed limit on 
Grove Street. 

Adult Fiction
Black Sun 
by Rebecca Roanhorse 

A ship’s Captain who can 
control the water through song, 
a Sun Priest, a blind man who 
would be a God, and a highly 
trained warrior intersect at 
the cusp of the fulfi llment of a 
prophecy in this fantasy tale set 
in the pre-Columbian era. 

How to Sell a Haunted 
House by Grady Hendrix 

When Louise fi nds out her 
parents have died, she dreads 
going home. She doesn’t want 
to leave her daughter with her 
ex. She doesn’t want to deal 
with her family home, stuffed 
to the rafters with the remnants 
of her father’s academic career 
and her mother’s lifelong ob-
session with puppets and dolls. 
She doesn’t want to learn how 
to live without the two people 
who knew and loved her best 
in the world. Most of all, she 
doesn’t want to deal with her 
brother, Mark, who never left 
their hometown and resents 
her success. Unfortunately, 
she’ll need his help to get the 
house ready for sale because 
it’ll take more than some new 
paint on the walls and clearing 
out a lifetime of memories to 
get this place on the market. 
But some houses don’t want 
to be sold, and their home has 

other plans for both of them…

The End of Drum-Time 
by Hanna Pylvinen 

In 1851, at a remote village in 
the Scandinavian tundra, a Lu-
theran minister known as Mad 
Lasse tries in vain to convert 
the native Sámi reindeer herd-
ers to his faith. But when one 
of the most respected herders 
has a dramatic awakening and 
dedicates his life to the church, 
his impetuous son, Ivvár, is left 
to guard their diminishing herd 
alone. By chance, he meets 
Mad Lasse’s daughter Willa, 
and their blossoming infatua-
tion grows into something that 
ultimately crosses borders—of 
cultures, of beliefs, and of po-
litical divides—as Willa follows 
the herders on their arduous 
annual migration north to the 
sea.

Liar, Dreamer, Thief 
by Maria Dong

Katrina’s carefully crafted 
world begins to crumble when 
she witnesses the suicide of 
Kurt, a co-worker for whom 

she’s had a slight “stalkerish” 
obsession. In his last words, he 
blames Katrina for his death. 
Stunned, she begins to comb 
through everything she’s col-
lected about him over the past 
few years and realizes he had 
been stalking her as well. Each 
revelation uncovers another 
disturbing truth, and the past 
she thought she left behind 
grows ever closer.

Exiles by Jane Harper
Federal Investigator Aaron 

Falk is on his way to a small town 
deep in Southern Australian 
wine country for the christen-
ing of an old friend's baby. But 
mystery follows him, even on 
vacation.  The weekend marks 
the one-year anniversary of 
Kim Gillespie's disappearance. 
One year earlier, at a busy town 
festival on a warm spring night, 
Kim tucked her sleeping baby 
into her stroller and vanished. 
No one has seen her since. As 
Falk soaks up life in the valley, 
he is welcomed into the tight-
knit circle of Kim’s friends and 
loved ones. But the group 
may be more fractured than it 
seems. Between a friend, the 
missing mother, and a woman 
he’s drawn to, dark questions 
linger as long-ago truths begin 
to emerge. What would make 
a mother abandon her child? 
What happened to Kim Gil-
lespie?

Did you know?
We now have weekly 

meetups for Pokémon 
and Magic the Gathering 
Commander game play! 
Tuesdays from 3:30–5!

New books at the Brandon Free Public Library

ARIES March 21–April 20
You might feel caught up in a daze this 
week, Aries. Your mind continues to 
wander, but your thoughts will settle 
down soon enough.

TAURUS April 21–May 21
Make an effort to bring more people onto 
your side, Taurus. You can’t possibly win 
everyone over, but others might be recep-
tive to your ideas with the right approach.

GEMINI May 22–June 21
A sit down with a higher-up could be 
in order soon, Gemini. Explain your 
attributes and what you have been doing 
for the company and make an effort to 
compromise, if necessary.

CANCER June 22–July 22
Cancer, you are still following through 
with resolutions to be more organized. 

Start slowly and build up to bigger 
projects when you gain confi dence in 
your abilities.

LEO July 23–Aug. 23
Celestial energy has you temporar-
ily doubting your abilities, Leo. Normally 
you are quite confi dent in your creativity. 
Give things a little time to settle down.

VIRGO Aug. 24–Sept. 22
Virgo, excitement could be on the 
horizon. Caution is needed, but don’t 
hesitate to embrace the renewed vigor 
this development inspires.

LIBRA Sept. 23–Oct. 23
Libra, this week you may start micro-
managing other people without even 
realizing it. You certainly want things to 
be in order, but sometimes you have to 
let others be.

SCORPIO Oct. 24–Nov. 22
Retail therapy has its allure this week, 
Scorpio. If you must buy, direct your 
purchasing dollars toward a sweetheart 
for Valentine’s Day or another special 
occasion.

SAGITTARIUS Nov. 23–Dec. 21
Sagittarius, ground yourself with the 
small luxuries in your life that bring you 

joy. This could be the company of friends 
or cherished mementos.

CAPRICORN Dec. 22–Jan. 20
Misinformation seems to circulate with 
ease, but don’t believe everything you 
hear this week, Capricorn. You may need 
to do some fact-checking of your own.

AQUARIUS Jan. 21–Feb. 18
Aquarius, you could be tempted to 
indulge in a little gossip as the rumors 
start fl ying this week. Take the high road 
and resist the urge to join in.

PISCES Feb. 19–March 20
Pisces, if you feel a little off your game 
this week,  fi nd a friend who can offer you 
a pep talk. That’s all you need to bounce 
back.

WEEKLY HOROSCOPE

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS
Feb. 9 Michael B. Jordan, actor (36)
Feb. 10  Leontyne Price, 
 opera singer (96)
Feb. 11  Damian Lewis, actor (52)
Feb. 12 Charles Darwin, naturalist (d) 
Feb. 13 Stockard Channing, actor (79)
Feb. 14  Danai Gurira, 
 actor/playwright (45)
Feb. 15  Sir Ernest Shackleton, 
 explorer (d)

ARIES March 21–April 20

WEEKLY HOROSCOPE

Police Report
Brandon

Cold puts crime on ice
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REAL ESTATE

Kerry D. Mazzariello | V.P., Sr. Community Lender | NMLS #216188

802-247-3449 • Marty@RoweRealEstate.com
 Rowe Real Estate.com

ROWE
REAL ESTATE

247-3449

Terrific opportunity to re-start a restaurant that includes all the 
kitchen equipment, dining furniture, and much of the stylish decor. 
Features an inviting main dining room with a massive central 
hearth and a comfortable separate dining area to the back. There’s 
enough space for large functions, and there’s also a semi-private area 

for family sized groups. The property also 
includes a 1,300 sq. ft. home. Great exposure at 

this Route 7 location.  $230,000

BUSINESS

OPPORTUNITY!

Silver Bells of the Brandon 
Area Toy Project hosted their 
fi rst-ever paint and sip (with 
hot chocolate and cookies) at 
the town hall today. We had an 
amazing turn out. The teacher of 
the event was Crystal Ketcham, 
and the participants were the 
Hull family, the Ketcham fam-
ily, and Page family! We had an 
amazing turn out. There were so 
many laughs, jokes and smiles 
between all of the participants. 
Everyone went home with a 
beautiful piece of work, and a 
memory to share. 

Silver Bells' fi rst paint-n-sip a success

Middlebury’s Haymaker Bun Company 
bakery nominated for James Beard Award

ABOVE: THE MATERIALS and fi nished product of the Silver Bells’ fi rst-ever sip-n-paint at Brandon 
Town Hall. Below: The Hull family of Brandon show off their terrifi c fi nished work.

BY FRED THYS/VtDigger
Haymaker Bun Company of 

Middlebury has been nominated 
for a prestigious James Beard 
Award for outstanding bakery.

“This is such an honor,” said 
owner Caroline Corrente. “I re-
ligiously follow James Beard 
Awards. I’m in complete shock.”

Corrente said she learned the 
news from a friend who sent her a 
text. 

This is the fi rst year that the 
James Beard Awards have had a 
separate category for bakeries.  

Corrente said she started Hay-
maker from her home kitchen in 
2017. A trained pastry chef, she was 
home on maternity leave, trying to 
fi gure out her next professional 
step. She came up with the idea of 

doing specialty brioche buns — 
sweet ones, savory ones, chocolate 
ones. Her specialty is her cinnamon 
bun. 

In 2018, she and her husband 
had the opportunity to move into 
a space in downtown Middlebury 
with a deck that overlooks Otter 
Creek. Their cafe serves breakfast 
and lunch. 

“‘I’m super proud of my team,” 
Corrente said. “It’s been a really 
hard past few years for everyone in 
my industry, between the pandemic 
and labor shortages and rising food 
costs. We work really hard and we 
wake up really early.”

Burlington’s Foam Brewers has 
been nominated for the outstanding 
wine and other beverages program. 
Its beers on tap range from Pave-

ment India Pale Ale to Pagan Sci-
ence American Wild Ale, aged on 
peaches.

“It’s a pretty nice surprise,” said 
Bob Grim, Foam’s co-founder and 
head brewer. Grim said he found 
out when he received an email from 
another Vermont brewer.

Grim said he sees the nomination 
as recognition for Foam’s work to 
support Vermont agriculture, a part 
of the brewery’s ethos since its start. 

“When we opened, we incorpo-
rated that into who we were,” said 
Grim. “We wanted to work with the 
people in our community."

Last year, Nisachon “Rung” 
Morgan, owner of the Thai res-
taurant Saap in Randolph, took 
home the award for best chef in the 
Northeast.
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baby it's  
cold outside

Photos by
Susan Johnson,  
Steven Jupiter,  
and Sandy Mayo



The Reporter, February 8, 2023 — Page 21

Excavating
1963 —— Celebrating Over 50 Years —— 2022

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL
Dozers. Excavators. Heavy Hauling.

Top Soil. Gravel. Sand.
P.O. Box 69 Florence, VT 05744

Phone: (802) 483-6469 Fax: (802) 483-6978

arkowski
Excavating, Inc.

Residential Care Homes
• 24 Hour Personal Care
• Home Cooked Meals
• Private Rooms
• RN Overviewed
• Exceptional Staff
• Medication 

Management
• Daily Activities
• Transportation & 

Hospice Care Provided

Residential Care Home
Level III • ERC Care • State Licensed

Keep Your Loved Ones Close to Home

Please call for info 802-247-5987
3 Union Street

and 360 New Road
Brandon, VT

Owners, Mary and Mike Jensen

WWintergreenintergreen

Restoration

877-765-6340
Fully insured & certified

Disaster Recovery, Inc.
24/7 Emergency Services Covering Vermont

www.DisasterRecoveryInc.com
• Water Damage Drying/Clean Up
• Mold Remediation
• Carpet Cleaning & Deodorization
• Smoke and Sewage Cleaning 

Service

Accounting

P. O. Box 22, 900 Pearl Street, Brandon, VT  05733
sharon@stearnscpa.com • www.stearnscpa.com

(802) 247-8300 • By Appt. Only 

Sharon L. Stearns, CPA, PLLC
Accounting, Tax & Consulting Services

Individuals, 
Small Business
 & Non Profits

Bookkeeping 
Payroll

Quickbooks

Tax Planning 
& Tax Return 
Preparation

Accounting

Laurie L. BertrandLaurie L. Bertrand
CCertified ertified PPublic ublic AAccountantccountant

Bookkeeping & Payroll Services
Individual & Corporate Tax Preparation
Experience You Can Count On
4 Carver Street, Brandon • By Appt. Only

465-8362 • fax 465-8438

STORAGE CONTAINERS
Rentals & Sales

Great for Seasonal Storage, 
Renovation Projects 

or Job Sites

Delivered To Your Location

Storage Containers

Auto Repair
Hometown Service from 

Your Hometown Dealers!
Factory-Trained Technicians

Servicing all makes and models

G Stone Motors  
36 Boardman St., 

Middlebury
(802) 388-6718

gstonemotors.com 

Stone
Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram
2149 Rt 7 So., Middlebury

(802) 388-9961
stonecdjr.com

Auto Body Shop
Certified Collision Experts

All Makes and Models
Working with all

Insurance companies
(802) 388-9961

Mon-Fri 8am-5pm
2196 Rt 7 South, 

Middlebury
stonecdjr.com

Get your 
business noticed! 
ONLY $10/week!

Ad design included in 
price. 

Call The Reporter today at 
802-247-8080 or email ads@

brandonreporter.com

Charlotte Bishop 
MASSAGE THERAPY

Destress your body and rejuvenateDestress your body and rejuvenate
with the gift of touch.  with the gift of touch.
Therapeutic Therapeutic ◆  ◆  Soft TissueSoft Tissue
Swedish/Eslan  Swedish/Eslan  ◆  ◆  CuppingCupping
Certified and registered.Certified and registered.

(802) 247-8106

Massage

28+ years of experience.

Directory
Business & Service
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Hi I am Albert!
Relocating to
Rutland area

and seeking a female
who enjoys karaoke.

Contact Albert at 
580-484-5184

albertgilberti33@gmail.com

Family-owned 
restoration company 
in Pittsford looking 
for team members.

Will train.
Starting at $17

hourly, pay increases
with responsibility

and skill.
Email lpelkey@

disasterrecoveryinc.
com for application 

and interview.

2012 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE LIMITED
Well maintained, black leather seats and interior are in excellent shape. New brakes, 

new studded snow tires, 4WD, sunroof, heated seats, etc. 
$13,900 with just over 150,000 miles. Single owner. 

Available to see in Middlebury
Call Angelo at 802-349-7069.

Great in 
Great in 

snow! snow! 

D E A D L I N E S
Friday noon for Wednesday paper

CLASSIFIED ORDER FORM

PLEASE PRINT YOUR AD HERE

The  Reporter assumes no 
fi nancial responsibility for errors 
in ads, but will rerun the ad in 
which the error occured at no 
charge. No refunds will be made. 
Advertisers will please notify us of 
any errors noted.

Number of words:
Cost:

# of runs:

TOTAL:

BRANDON REPORTER
58 Maple St., Middlebury, VT 05753

802-247-8080
email: ads@brandonreporter.com

RA
TE

S • 25¢ per word • minimum $2.50 per ad 
• minimum 2 insertions 

Cash in on our 4-for-3 rates! Pay for 3 issues, get 4th issue free! 

 Special 4 for 3 rates not valid for the following categories: Help Wanted Services, 
Opportunities, Real Estate, Wood heat, Attn. Farmers, & For Rent).

Name:

Address:

Notices
Card of Thanks
Personals
Services
Free**
Lost & Found**
Garage Sales
Lawn & Garden
Opportunities

Work Wanted
Public Meetings**
For Sale
Help Wanted
For Rent
Want to Rent
Real Estate 
Wanted
Vacation Rentals 
Wood Heat

Animals
Att. Farmers
Motorcycles
Cars
Trucks
SUVs
Snowmobiles
Boats

Phone:

CATEGORIES

** No charge for these ads

Email: Adoption

Or Submit Your Classifed Ads On Our Website! brandonreporter.com

FOR RENT

3-BEDROOM; - East Middlebury. 
No Pets, No Smoking. 1200 plus 
utilities. First & last security de-
posit. 802-377-1522

HELP WANTED

RICHVILLE FARM SEEKS - 
Animal Scientists in Whiting, VT. 
Applicants must have at least B.S. 
in Animal Science, Veterinary 
Medicine, or related; one year 
of experience within the North 
American Cattle Industry; and spe-
cifi c background in cattle and herd 
healthcare. Interested candidates 
should submit resume with cover 
letter to Manager, Richville Farms, 
462 Shoreham Depot Rd. Whiting, 
VT 05778.

Classifi eds

Mim's Photos are on 
page 12!

Like all things vintage? 

ADVERTISE
S A L E S @ B R A N D O N R E P O R T E R . C O M WITH US
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PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWN OF PITTSFORD, VERMONT
WWW.PITTSFORDVERMONT.COM

ADOPTION OF TOWN OF PITTSFORD
TRANSFER STATION ORDINANCE

This ordinance includes the Town of Pittsford Transfer station limitations, 
unauthorized use fines, dumping fines, requirements for admission to the 
transfer station, emergency conditions, authorization for attendants, transfer 
station hours, listing of what is accepted, and what the users are allowed to do.  A 
full copy of the ordinance is posted on the town website. Please reach out to the 
Town Manager with questions at PO Box 10 Pittsford, VT 05763 or by telephone 
at (802) 483-6500 ext. 20. Citizens have a right to petition pursuant to 24 V.S.A. 
§ 1973 for a vote on the Ordinance. 

ing at night for carp on Lake 
Champlain and took a fish that 
weighed an incredible 63.4 

pounds.  This monster 
carp smashed the previ-
ous record set just last 
year by Bradley DiSorda 
– a fish that weighed 44 
pounds 11 ounces, also 
taken on Lake Cham-
plain by bow.  Kinney’s 
new record measured 39 
¼ inches in length while 
its girth was an immense 
37 ¼-inches.

Vermont Fish and 
Wildlife Department 
fisheries biologist Shawn 
Good, who administers 
the state’s Record Fish 
Program, says Kinney’s 
carp is the heaviest fish 
ever entered in the pro-
gram.

“The department start-
ed tracking state record 
fish in 1969, and this 
63-pound carp is far and 
away the largest fish ever 
entered,” said Good.  
“As a matter of fact, 

looking through the more than 
1,200 entries received over the 
last 53 years, seven of the ten 
biggest fish on the list are carp.  
The other three fish in the Top 
10 are a muskellunge, a lake 
trout and a channel catfish.”

Good says with the increased 
interest in carp fishing in North 
American waters in the last 10-
20 years, Kinney’s giant really 
shines a light on the potential 
Lake Champlain has as a world 
class carp fishing destination.

“Bradley’s record carp last 
year was no slouch at nearly 45 
pounds,” said Good.  “But then 
Jacob’s fish beating it by nearly 
20 pounds is really just mind 
blowing.”

Good says that at 265,000 
acres and 120-miles long, Lake 
Champlain offers a nearly un-
tapped carp population that re-
ceives very little attention.

“I think that die-hard carp-
ers, whether they fish European 
style, or go after them with fly 
gear, would be floored at what 
Champlain has to offer.  The 

lake not only produces trophy 
sized fish but it also provides 
consistent action for carp in the 
15 to 20 pound range.  It truly 
is a carp angler’s dream para-
dise.”

Good says that for anglers 
looking for new challenges and 
adventures, Vermont provides 
many overlooked fishing op-
portunities. 

“Vermont has an abundance 
of waters with a wide diver-
sity of fish species that can be 
targeted and caught by hook-
and-line, which speaks to both 
the variety and quality of sport 
fishing opportunities supported 
by healthy waters and good 
aquatic habitat,” said Good.

A great example of that, ac-
cording to Good, is seeing the 
burbot record broken three 
times in the last 10 years, and 

twice last year in just a two-
month span.

“While fishing remains ex-
cellent for more traditional spe-
cies such as bass, trout, salmon, 
and pike, there are so many 
other fish out there that can pro-
vide amazing action with real 
trophy potential.  Fish like bur-
bot, bowfin, drum, gar, fallfish, 
suckers -- the opportunities are 
endless,” said Good. 

“The three records set in 
2022 just reinforce the notion 
that Vermont anglers are ex-
panding their fishing pursuits 
and having a great time while 
doing it.” 

For more information on 
Vermont’s fishing opportuni-
ties, Record Fish Program and 
more, visit Vermont Fish and 
Wildlife’s Fish page at https://
vtfishandwildlife.com/fish.

Record fish
(Continued from Page 11)

The Town Manager is appointed by and reports to the five-member Town 
Selectboard. The Town Manager is the government’s Chief Executive O�cer and 
appoints and oversees the administrative and operating sta�. The Town Manager’s 
responsibilities include:
 • Supervising the administration of the Town of Brandon’s a�airs
 • To see that the ordinances of the Town and the laws of the state are enforced
 • To develop, maintain and improve key stakeholder relationships within and outside 
  the community
 • To sign all contracts, deeds, or leases that the Selectboard may authorize and make 
  recommendations to the Selectboard concerning a�airs of the Town as they seem 
  appropriate and desirable
 • To keep the Selectboard advised of the financial conditions and current and future 
  needs of the Town
 • To prepare and submit to the Selectboard the annual budget estimate
 • To prepare and submit to the Selectboard reports as required by that body

Starting salary for the position is 
$80,000 to $100,000 depending upon 

qualifications and experience.

The Town of Brandon 
is looking for a 
Town Manager!

If you are interested in applying for this position, 
please send a resume and letter of interest to:
Select Board Vice Chair, Tracy Wyman,
Town O ce
49 Center Street, Brandon, VT 05733

Deadline for 
submissions is: 

Monday, 
February 13, 2023

JACOB KINNEY TOOK this 63.35-pound carp while bowfishing 
last May in the Alburgh area of Lake Champlain.  It beat the exist-
ing carp record set in 2021 by nearly 20 pounds.

MATT GINGRAS OF Swanton proudly 
displays the 10.9-pound burbot he 
caught in Lake Champlain in February.
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More shows added every month!

30 CENTER ST.
RUTLAND, VT
802.775.0903 

BUY YOUR 
TICKETS AT: ONLINE BOX OFFICEONLINE BOX OFFICE

PARAMOUNTVT.ORG

GOLD SPONSORS: SEASON SPONSORS:

LOHENGRIN Wagner  |  Sunday, March 19, 12 PM Encore

FALSTAFF Verdi  |  Saturday, April 1, 12:30 PM

DER ROSENKAVALIER Strauss  |  Saturday, April 15, 12 PM

CHAMPION  Terence Blanchard / Libretto By Michael Cristofer   |  Sunday, April 30, 12:55 PM Encore

DON GIOVANNI Mozart   |  Sunday, May 21, 12:55 PM Encore

DIE ZAUBERFLÖTE Mozart  |  Sunday, June 4, 12:55 PM Encore

Sponsored by: Kathy & Bill Harm

FRIDAY, APRIL 21  |  7:30 PMTHURSDAY, APRIL 20  |  7:30 PMTHURSDAY, APRIL 13  |  7:30 PM

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 5  |  6:30 PMFRIDAY, MARCH 31  |  7:30 PMSATURDAY, MARCH 18  |  2 & 7 PM

MONDAY, MARCH 6  |  7:30PM FRIDAY, MARCH 10  |  8:00 PMFRIDAY, FEBRUARY 24  |  8:00 PM

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 20  |  7:30 PM

Natalie Donnell&MACMASTER LEAHY

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 19  |  7:00 PM

SATURDAY, APRIL 22  |  7:30 PM

MARCH 15 & 16  |  7:30 PM

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 21   |  11:00 AM
$1!

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 15  |  7:30 PM

KEB’ MO’

SATURDAY, APRIL 1  |  8:00 PM


