
Gardening Corner with Lyn 
Desmarais: promising yourself not 
to go overboard in the garden can 
make a liar out of the most honest 
gardener.
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BY WILL ROSS
BRANDON—Brandon Idol 

made a triumphant return on 
the evening of Saturday, Janu-
ary 14 after a 2-year hiatus. 
The local singing competition 
put on by the Brandon Town 
Recreation Department brings 

in talent from across the state 
to compete for fame, prestige, 
and a grand prize of $1,000. 
The event features vocalists 
who come to showcase their 
skills over a five-month com-
petition. The shows take place 
at the Brandon Town Hall The-

ater and the public is more than 
welcome to come join the audi-
ence and show support for lo-
cal artists. 

First launched in 2019, Bran-
don Idol was intended to be an 
annual event but, because of 
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Proctor Selectboard fields 

questions about mosquito control 
and discusses property values 
and appraisals.
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THE ELECTROSTATIC CATS

LEGISLATIVE REPORT

OUR CREATIVE KIDS

BEAVER POND

The Electrostatic Cats bring an 
80s/90s vibe to Brandon Town 
Hall Theater on Saturday, January 
21.
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State Rep. Butch Shaw of 
Pittsford lets his constituents know 
what he’s been up to in Montpelier.
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We’re debuting a new feature 
showcasing the artwork of lo-
cal students.  Go to see the work 
of our first artist: Olivia Gibbs of 
OVUMS. 

 PG. 10

The Beaver Pond Committee in 
Proctor ties into local history with 
a new marker on one of its hiking 
trails.

PG. 11

GARDENING CORNER 

BY GEORGE FJELD, M.D.
BRANDON—Holy cow, win-

ter sure is long! I get up in the 
dark and come home from work 
in the dark! I feel so trapped in-
side during the winter. What can 
I do?

The “winter blues” are a com-
mon syndrome here in Vermont. 
We live far from the equator and 
have months of limited daylight. 
Combine that with cold weather 
and cloudiness and you have a 
recipe for isolation and limited 
activity. Many folks get up and 
leave for work in the darkness 
only to return home in the dark 
after working inside all day. Just 
talking about it is depressing. 

Common winter-blues symp-
toms are mild sleep disturbance, 
low energy, and feelings of sad-
ness that occur for 2 weeks or 
less. They can also include feel-
ing more down than usual with 
less interest in usual activities. 
Lots of people have them for a 
few days to a week at a time.

If symptoms are more severe, 

Beating the 
Winter Blues

Brandon Idol rocks Town Hall 
in triumphant return

(See Winter Blues, Page 7)

BRANDON IDOL CONTESTANTS (l to r): Peggy Sue Rozell, Venus Diamondis, Baker LaRock,  
Shannon Wright, Suzi Watters, and Irene Simons.� Photos By Sue Campbell Danforth

(See Brandon Idol, Page 14)

BY STEVEN JUPITER
BRANDON—The Bran-

don Fire District No. 1 held 
its annual meeting on Mon-
day, January 9, at the Brandon 
Fire Department (BFD). It was 
standing room only, a big de-
parture for a meeting that’s of-
ten sparsely attended. Accord-
ing to frequent attendees, these 
meetings usually take under an 
hour and are simply a series 
of motions and approvals that 
cause barely a ripple in town. 
This year was different.

The difference is that this 
year, BFD had signed a con-
tract for a new fire truck that 
will cost $769,542 and will be 
partially financed by the sale 
of the BFD’s newest vehicle, 
a 2015 model that cost $375K 
when new and which sold for 
$325K this fall. The sale of En-
gine 1, as it was known, leaves 
BFD with 4 other trucks, all of 
which are older and some of 
which, it is claimed, are func-
tionally impaired. One truck, 

for example, is leaking hydrau-
lic fluid from its ladder.

There were harsh words in 
the room for both the Pruden-
tial Committee, which oversees 
the Fire and Water Districts and 
which approved the purchase, 
and for BFD itself. Town resi-
dents, some of whom were at-
tending specifically because 
of this issue, expressed anger, 
frustration, and a great deal of 
skepticism about the purchase.

“As a board, you should 
watch out for the best interests 
of the taxpayers of this town,” 
said one attendee.

“Irresponsible,” said another.
When asked why the Pru-

dential Committee approved 
the sale of BFD’s newest truck 
rather than one of the older 
vehicles, Committee member 
Natalie Steen said, “It was part 
of a multi-year plan to down-
size the fleet.”

“[Engine 1] was the best bang 
for our buck,” said BFD Chief 
Tom Kilpeck. “Everything else 

is worth substantially less.”
Committee Chair Bill Moore 

added, “When the Fire Chief 
says what he needs, we’re here 
to support them.”

Committee member Dennis 

Reisenweaver noted that the 
vote to approve the sale was 
not unanimous. He and mem-
ber Jon Wyman voted against 
it, while members Bill Moore, 

Truck controversy at Brandon Fire District meeting

BRANDON FIRE DISTRICT No. 1 held its annual meeting on Janu-
ary 9 at the Brandon Fire Department.  A standing-room only 
crowd expressed skepticism over the recent sale of a fire truck 
to pay for a new one.� Photo by Steven Jupiter

(See Fire District, Page 3)
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BY STEVEN JUPITER 
LEICESTER—Anyone who 

came of age in the 1980s and 
90s will immediately recog-
nize the music: Souxsie and the 
Banshees, U2, Muse, the Pre-
tenders, Garbage, the Killers…
all staples of the alternative 
scene of those decades. Leices-
ter’s own Electrostatic Cats—a 
duo made up of Jonathan Czar 
and Gayle Malinowski—grew 
up in the era and still cherish 
that sound. And they’re plan-
ning to bring it to Brandon’s 
Town Hall Theater on Satur-
day, January 21. 

Czar, who was raised in 
Poultney, has been playing 
music since he was a teen. He 
was part of the “borderline 
punk” scene in Rutland in the 
80s, centered around the Valley 
Club, which is now Strangefel-
lows, near the Amtrak station. 
He plays guitar, bass, and key-
boards. 

Three years ago, he per-
suaded Malinowski, a longtime 
friend and coworker in the IT 

department at Castleton Uni-
versity, to give drumming a 
shot.  She had no prior experi-
ence but got hooked. “I’d been 
a dancer,” she said. “I had a 
sense of rhythm and timing.” 

“Her arms used to get tired 
really quickly,” joked Czar. 
“But she’s one of the few drum-
mers who can sing and play at 
the same time.” 

And now they’re the Elec-
trostatic Cats, named for 
Malinowski’s cat, Mario. A 
cartoon of his face graces Ma-
linowski’s hot pink kick drum. 

The Rutland scene tends to 
feature mellower music these 
days. “Bluegrass, a lot of 
acoustic,” said Czar. “People in 
Rutland County aren’t used to 
hearing alternative music live.” 

“A lot of times when we’re 
playing restaurants, people 
stop what they’re doing to lis-
ten,” said Malinowski. “The 
music catches their attention.” 

In their practice space at Ma-
linowski’s home in Leicester, 
she and Czar launched into a 

solid rendition of “Brass in 
Pocket” by the Pretenders, 
with Malinowski on drums and 
vocals and Czar on guitar and 
keyboard. 

“We heard the song recently 
and both of us immediately 
wanted to perform it,” said 
Czar. 

The duo also write original 
songs. They indulged a request 
for a sample with a catchy, 
acerbic tune called “Things to 
Do,” which features the memo-
rable lyric “I’ve got things to 
do and none of them include 
you.” “It’s on our set list for 
Brandon,” said Czar, “along 
with Souxsie and the Banshees, 
the Killers, Tragically Hip, 
even some Fleetwood Mac.” 

Whether you grew up listen-
ing to alternative rock or are 
a younger fan of the 80s/90s 
vibe, the Electrostatic Cats’ 
show at the Brandon Town Hall 
Theater on Saturday, January 
21 promises to satisfy your 
craving.

The Electrostatic Cats bring an alternative vibe to Brandon
Local musicians at the Brandon Town Hall

JONATHAN CZAR AND Gayle Malinowski of The Electrostatic 
Cats.  The duo will perform covers and original songs, with an 
emphasis on 80s/90s alternative rock, at Brandon Town Hall The-
ater on Saturday, January 21.

BY STEVEN JUPITER 
PROCTOR—The Proctor se-

lectboard met on Monday, Janu-
ary 9.   

A standout in an otherwise 
routine meeting, Proctor resi-
dent Philip Anderson rose during 
public comment and expressed 
his frustration with the town’s 
approach to mosquito control.  
Anderson stated his impression 
that the representative from the 
Mosquito District who had been 
at the previous meeting was 
“peddling snake oil” and that the 
rep’s exhortations for Proctor to 
join the Mosquito District were 
“a scam” designed to benefit se-
lectboard members personally. 

Board Chair Judy Frazier 
countered that the benefit to 
joining the Mosquito District is 
that Proctor would gain a seat 
on the District board and there-
fore a vote on District matters.  
Currently, as a non-member, 
Proctor has no say in District 
management.  The town can pay 
for spraying but cannot vote on 
policy.  Later in the meeting, the 
board voted to ask for $17,500 
for funding of the Mosquito Dis-
trict in the proposed budget for 
fiscal year 2024. 

Anderson also questioned the 
town’s expenditures on engi-
neering firms for large projects 

when there were many small 
projects around town that are be-
ing neglected.  He claimed that a 
culvert near his house has been 
broken since Irene, for example. 

Town Assessor Lisa Wright 
then presented to the board the 
results of the 2022 Equaliza-
tion Study, which compares the 
town’s assessed property values, 
as seen in the Grand List, with 
the fair market value of those 
properties.  The Common Level 
of Appraisal (CLA) for Proctor 
in 2022 was 88.90%, which in-
dicates that the assessed value of 
property in Proctor is only 88.9% 
of its fair market value.  Since 
property taxes (including school 
taxes) are based on assessed val-
ue, a CLA below 100% means 
that property owners are paying 
taxes on less than the fair market 
value of their properties, as de-
termined by the state. 

The CLA for Proctor was 
99.87% in 2020 and 95.25% in 
2021.  The drop of 6.67% in the 
CLA from 2021 to 2022 indi-
cates that property values have 
increased in Proctor over the last 
year but the town’s assessed val-
ues have not kept pace.  The drop 
in CLA will result in a tax in-
crease to reflect the rise in prop-
erty values.  If a town’s CLA 
drops below 85%—meaning that 

the assessed value of property in 
the town is only 85% of the fair-
market value—the state will re-
quire a townwide reappraisal to 
try to get the Grand List in line 
with the local real estate market. 

Other business:
The town will contract with 

Aldrich & Elliot engineering 
firm to perform a lead and cop-
per management plan to com-
ply with a federal rules revision 
regarding lead and copper in 
drinking water.  The plan will 
be funded by the Drinking Water 
State Revolving Loan Fund.

Plans are underway to clean 
up the site of the house fire on 
West Street.

The board approved a motion 
to list tax delinquencies in the 
2021-2022 town report.

The board approved a motion 
to provide a letter to Zion Grow-
ers to support their application 
for a Community Recovery and 
Revitalization Grant.

The board certified the 2023 
mileage certification, which de-
termines the town’s share od 
state aid for highway mainte-
nance. 

The full minutes of the meet-
ing are available on the town’s 
website: www.proctorvermont.
com. 

Proctor selectboard: skeeters, 
snake oil, and school tax 

BY ANDY KIRKALDY 
BRANDON — The Otter 

Valley Union High School 
girls' basketball team on Sat-
urday broke through for its 
first win — at the expense of 
visiting Vergennes in over-
time. 

By defeating the visiting 
Commodores, 61-56,  Otters 
picked up their first win in 10 
outings.  

As well as OV improving to 
1-9, the big story was the per-
formance of Otter senior Ele-
na Politano. Held scoreless in 
the first half, Politano scored 
17 points in the second half 
and then 13 more in overtime 
after regulation ended in a 46-
46 tie. Among her points were 
six three-pointers. 

“It was an unbelievable per-
formance,” said VUHS Coach 
Billy Waller. 

Waller credited all of OV 

Coach Ray Counter’s Otters 
for their effort. 

“Ray’s kids wanted it bad-
ly,” he said. 

Also scoring for OV 
were Emily Peduto (13 points) 
and Anna Lee (eight). Waller 
also said OV guard  Ryleigh 
LaPorte  (six points) submit-
ted a strong all-around game. 

Kyra Bradford  excelled 
for the Commodores, with 
24 points, 15 rebounds, six 
assists and six steals.  Ashtin 
Stearns  scored 13 points, 
and Kaelin Sullivan and Finn-
ley Jacobson added six apiece. 

On Monday, host Burr and 
Burton Academy toppled the 
Otters, 57-30, in Manchester. 
The Bulldogs bolted to a 29-9 
halftime lead. 

Peduto led OV (1-10) with 
11 points. Lee added eight, 
and LaPorte chipped in seven 
points.

Otters girls' basketball 
gains first win of season
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Natalie Steen, and Michael 
Markowski voted to approve. 
Reisenweaver later reiterated 
that he did not feel that the sale 
of Engine 1 “was in the best in-
terests of the community.”

When an attendee asserted 
that “a lot of people haven’t 
been informed” with regard to 
the sale, Moore replied, “our 
meetings are 
open to the 
public and 
the minutes 
are available 
within days 
online.”

BFD used 
the proceeds 
of the sale of 
Engine 1 as 
a 50% down 
payment on 
the new truck. 
The remaining 
50% is due on delivery of the 
vehicle, which is expected in 
December of 2024. 

In a later conversation, Chief 
Kilpeck stated that Engine 1 
had been a “demo model”—it 
was used by the manufacturer 
for demonstrations to potential 
buyers—and proved insuffi -
cient to BFD’s needs. 

“There was some unusable 
space [in Engine 1],” Kilpeck 
said. “The new truck will have 
three times the storage capac-
ity. Our plan is to consolidate 
the fl eet. Fewer but better 
trucks.”

“If we hadn’t sold that truck,” 
he added, “we would’ve been 
asking for fi nancing.” 

According to Kilpeck, BFD 
receives $105,000 per year for 
vehicle replacement. Money 
that isn’t spent in one fi scal 
year rolls over into the next. 
Thus, by the time the remain-
ing 50% on the new truck is 
due in 2024, BFD will have at 
least $210,000 on hand toward 
that obligation. The balance on 
the new truck, however, will be 
$384,726. 

“The Committee may have to 
take out a small loan,” Kilpeck 
conceded. But with $105,000 
coming in every year for vehi-
cle replacement, he didn’t see 
a problem being able to pay it 
off.

Regarding BFD’s readiness 
to fi ght fi res in the meantime, 
with its fl eet of 4 older trucks, 
Kilpeck insists that the Depart-
ment is completely capable. 
“We have fully operational 
equipment,” he said. “And we 

have mutual aid agreements 
with Pittsford and Salisbury. If 
we need assistance, those de-
partments will be automatically 
dispatched.”

“The people who were com-
plaining weren’t at any of the 
[prior] meetings,” Kilpeck 
added. “They were there with 
incomplete information.”

Reached for comment af-
ter the meet-
ing, Chair Bill 
Moore said, 
“[The purchase 
of the new 
truck] was part 
of a six-month 
process that 
spanned many 
regular and 
special Pru-
dential Com-
mittee meet-
ings. A vehicle 
c o m m i t t e e , 

headed by our chief engineer, 
made a rational argument for a 
vehicle replacement plan that 
included the sale of Engine 1 
and purchase of new trucks for 
the fl eet.”

“It has been anticipated that 
there will be enough in the ve-
hicle replacement fund by the 
time the new engine is deliv-
ered…to satisfy the remaining 
payment,” Moore continued. 
“However, if there were to be a 
shortfall, that amount would be 
within the statutory amount al-
lowed for the Prudential Com-
mittee to commit via a vehicle 
bond (less than $100,000) or 
from budget surplus funds.”

After the debate surround-
ing the truck, the Committee 
continued with its agenda, pro-
posing for approval by attend-
ees the creation of 3 reserve 
funds to hold monies currently 

held in accounts known as the 
“Fern Lake” and “Tank” funds. 
By statute, monies that are not 
used for expenses or to offset 
the amount needed from tax-
payers must be held in reserve 
accounts. 

“These accounts [Fern Lake 
and Tank] were basically be-
ing used as slush funds, in my 
opinion,” said Reisenweaver. 
“We’re just cleaning things up 
and complying with the law.”

The motions to create a fi re 
reserve, a water reserve, and a 
general emergency reserve all 
passed.

The Prudential Committee 
then called for elections of Of-
fi cers of the District. 

Kristy Pinkham was re-elect-
ed as both Clerk and Treasurer. 

Amber Lee and Scott Trask 
were elected Auditors. 

Sue Gage was elected Col-
lector of Taxes.

Before the meeting, the com-
position of the Prudential Com-
mittee was Bill Moore, Dennis 
Reisenweaver, Jon Wyman, 
Michael Markowski, and Nata-
lie Steen. Moore, Reisenweav-
er, and Wyman were all at the 
end of their terms; they’d have 
to be re-elected to remain on 
the Committee. After several 
ballots, including one tie, the 
composition of the Committee 
is now Dennis Reisenweaver 
(re-elected), David Snow, Jon 
Wyman (re-elected), Michael 
Markowski, and Natalie Steen. 

Note that Bill Moore had 
already planned to step down 
at the end of his term. He did 
not run for re-election, citing 
heavy commitments elsewhere. 
“We are in a good place and it 
is time for other community 
members to get involved,” he 
said.

Fire district
(Continued from Page 1)

“Our meetings are 
open to the public 
and the minutes 
are available within 
days online.”

—Bill Moore, 
former chair of 

Prudential CommitteeGreen Mountain 
Conservation Camp 
registration is open

MONTPELIER, Vt. -- If you 
are 12 to 14 years old and want 
to learn about Vermont's wildlife 
and gain outdoor skills, consider 
attending one of the Vermont 
Fish and Wildlife Department's 
Green Mountain Conservation 
Camps this summer.  If you are a 
GMCC alum,16 or younger, con-
sider coming back for another 
summer.

The one-week camp programs 
are held at Lake Bomoseen in 
Castleton and Buck Lake in 
Woodbury.  Campers participate 

in hands-on learning about fi sh 
and wildlife conservation, ecol-
ogy, forestry, orienteering, safe 
fi rearm and archery techniques, 
swimming, canoeing, fi shing 
and more.  Natural resource pro-
fessionals come to the camp to 
share information on their pro-
grams and take campers out for 
fi eld activities.

“Whether kids come alone or 
with friends, they are guaranteed 
to meet new people and form 
new bonds while experienc-
ing Vermont’s natural resources 

to the fullest,” said Fish and 
Wildlife Education Specialist 
Hannah Phelps.  “An important 
take-away message and com-
mon theme during the week is 
that conserving and managing 
habitat will help ensure Vermont 
will have fi sh and wildlife in the 
future.” 

“We would love to have all of 
the advanced sessions fi lled for 
campers who have already at-
tended a basic session,” added 
Phelps.  “Advanced sessions 
are for campers who have com-

pleted a basic 
session in a 
previous sum-
mer and who 
are 16 years 
old or young-
er.  Advanced 
sessions in-
clude more 
in-depth ac-
tivities about 
backpacking, 
camping, nat-
ural resources, 
and unique 
hunting and 
fi shing tech-

niques.” 
Conservation Camps open 

June 18 and continue until Au-
gust 18.  Tuition is $250 for the 
week, including food, lodging 
and equipment, and fi nancial as-
sistance is available. 

Information and registration 
are available at www.vtfi shand-
wildlife.com. 

For more information, contact 
FWGMCC@vermont.gov or 
call 802-522-2925. Sharpen your mind 

            with our puzzles.

See page 17




