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RNESU eyes
10.71% budget
hike for FY'24

BY ANGELO LYNN

BRANDON — The Rutland
Northeast Supervision Union
Board is well on its way to
adopting a Fiscal 2024 year bud-
get with preliminary numbers
projecting a 10.71% increase in
spending, with certain line items
like fuel seeing a 48% increase
over the prior year. The Con-
sumer Price Index (inflation) is
around 9% over the prior year,
which is driving up that aspect of
the supervisory union’s budget.

Specifically, the board is
eyeing a spending increase of
$1,149,539, from a FY23 bud-
get of $10,773,367 to a proposed
FY24 budget of $11,882,906.

Primary cost drivers for the
budget were:

* 6.85% increase in salary and
benefits.

* 21.91% increase in EEE and
PreK coordinator, represent-
ing a difference in spending of
$75,796 compared the previous
year, but which represents only
0.71% of the total budget.

* 10% increase in Special Ed
and Act 173 spending, represent-
ing an increase of $625,850 for
a line item that represents 5.83%
of overall spending.

* 7.83% increase in overall
transportation costs, represent-
ing an increase of $101,693 for
0.95% of total spending.

* 48% increase in supplies, in-
cluding fuel, seeing an increase
of $244,864 and representing

(See RNESU meeting, Page 13)

Bow hunter harvests enormous whitetail deer in

BY GEORGE FJELD

SHOREHAM — Kristen No-
lan Patterson, a 5’4" tall wom-
an from Bridport, harvested a
231-pound, 7-point buck early
in bow season this year. She was
hunting from a tree-stand with
a crossbow on the afternoon of
October 5.

After tracking the deer down,
she wondered if it would be over
200 pounds. Her husband, Tay-
lor, wouldn’t guess because he

Narrow miss

GOSHEN RESIDENT KRISTEN Mason was involved in a single-car accident Monday night in
Goshen. The truck almost ended up in the north branch of the Neshobe River, but luckily no
one was injured in the accident.

Reporter photo/George Fjeld

might  jinx
it, she said.
There was

no question
when it was
weighed in
at Buxton’s
store in Or-
well.

“It  was
bigger
than my
husband’s

deer,” she said re-
cently, giving her
bragging rights for
a whole year!

This organic,
low-fat meat was
processed at home
and will go to good
use as venison pot
roast, steak, ham-
burger and sausage.
Game meats are
healthy alternatives

to common grocery store meats
and processed foods.

Patterson, 28, has been hunt-
ing since she was 12 years old.
She loves being in the outdoors
and all the family traditions, she
said, and recommends that any-
one interested should try it.

Vermont Outdoors Woman is
dedicated to getting women of
all ages into the outdoors through
hands-on education. Women
from 16 to 80-plus years enjoy

Reporter board
shares vision
for nonprofit
newspaper

BY CAROLYN VAN VLECK

BRANDON — Interested readers
of The Reporter learned about the
upcoming transition from profit to
nonprofit status of the local newspa-
per from the newly formed nonprofit
board of directors and current editor
and owner Angelo Lynn. About 20
community members were present
at the Thursday evening meeting in
the OVUHS auditorium with others
attending via Zoom.

Brandon residents Steven Jupiter,
George Fjeld, M.D., and Barbara
Ebling, owner of The Book Shop
in Brandon, are the current board of
directors for the nonprofit, which is
looking to add up to nine members
to the board.

Jupiter said that he and Lynn had
been talking about forming the non-
profit for the past six months with a
transition date of Jan. 1, 2023.

Lynn, a fourth-generation jour-
nalist who bought the Addison
County Independent in 1984 when
he was 30, and bought the Bran-
don Reporter from Roy Newton in
January 2005, noted that the three
options facing the Reporter were:
shutting it down, trying to sell it
to an outside firm (which was un-
likely), and helping the community
form a community nonprofit to run
the newspaper — a method of run-
ning newspapers that has been gain-
ing popularity across the country as
small newspapers face closure.

Lynn said that while The Reporter

(See Reporter board, Page 13)

Shoreham

programs offered by VOW. They
offer two weekend retreats each
year.

Hunter education courses and
novice weekend mentors are
available throughout the state.
Check in with the Vermont Fish
and Wildlife Department.
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Drandows 2022 MNemony G ree

“Ginger the Laziest Cowdog”
“Hoochie Mama”
“Miss Scarlett”

Doreene Ackerson....
Becky Adams..
Cecil Adams ...
Mabel Adams
Clifford F. Aines...
Marian Aines.......
Phyllis Aitchison...
Mark Albert
Ronnie Alger
Charlene Allis .....
Aurilla (Cookie) Arroyo.....
Bob Asmussen.......................

Judy Asmussen................. 1
Kathryn (Kathy) Atwood....... 5
Robert Atwood
Stephen (Steve) Atwood........5
Herman Austin....

Viola Austin

Matty B. ..............
Raymond Baker..
Richard Baker.....
Sheryl Bathalon..
Bob Bearor
Cindy Beauliev....
Arretta Beauregard .
Ted Beauregard
Timothy Beauregard....
Allen C. Beckwith
H. Glenn Belden .
Robert Bent
Betty Bertrand
Katherine Bertrand..
Paul Bertrand..... .
Romeo Bertrand.................... 2
Micah Biello........ococcocooco. 1
(laudia Bilodeau
Matthew Bilodeau

Charlie Blake..
Jorge Blanco..

Lois Blittersdorf .................. 1
Danielle Booska.................
Ed & Jean Bosti...

Dorothy Bradley .
Eileen Bradley ......................
Erwin Bradley

Sonia Bradley..... -
George Bradley Sr................1
David Bradley, Sr. ................ 3
Robert Bride

Judy Brodsky
Wanda Beckwith Brothers..... 1
Bea Brown.........cccoeeeseresenenns 1
Dan Brown.........covvvvvrerrernn. 2
Dorothy Brown ... .
Frandis (Bud) Brown............2
Janet L. Brown.............cocoe 2
Raymond Brown

Chris Bruce..........

Janie Lynn Bruce
Millie Brush .......cccvvvveneee 1
Albert Bryant
Cheryl Bryant.
David Bryant..
Jack Bryant
James Bryant............cccern. 4
James (Buddy) Bryant.
Jeffrey Bryant
Ken Bryant

Larry Bryant ........ccoeeeeeennnnnne
Lois Jean Bryant .
Margaret Bryant.
Polly Bryant.........................
Rick Bryant
Ronald Bryant

Walter Bryant ..............ooveeeees
Dorothy Burgess
Henry Burgess
Bill Burnett....
Stanley Buzzell ..
Vivian Buzzell
Evelyn Campbell
William Campbell...
Yvonne Carr
Verna Carr
Marcus Carr Jr.
Marcus Carr Sr...
Irene & Florrie (Trostel)
Cavanagh
Azem Churchill
Yvonne Churchill
Greg R. Clark
Peggy Clark ....ooooccccvvvrreeee. 1
Mr. & Mrs. Herbert Clark, Sr. 1
Alexa Lynn Williams
(0111111
Kerry Clifford
Yolanda Cline
Wanda Colby..
Liz Collins
Betty Wetmore Conlin........... 4
Dave Cook .........
Jane Coolidge
Agnes M. Coons
Carolyn J. Coons
Earl T. Coons......
Stacey Corruth

Alfred Cram.... 1
Marlin Cram... 1
Philip Cram....

Verne Creed

Patricia Croshy... 1
Eleanor H. Crossman... 1
Evelyn S. Crossman............... 1
Wesley E. Crossman............ 1

Karen Currier.....
Linda Cuturilo
Joseph Decker....
Bud DeLancey
Rhoda DeLancey.
Paul DePalma...
Sadie DePalma
Leo Desforges
Yvette Desforges.
Dick DesMarai
Rollie Devino

Florence DeWitt.

Tom DeWitt.... 1
Milred DeWitt 1
Ralph DeWitt Jr. .....

RO T S— 1

Douglas Dickinson..
Eileen Dickinson.....
Howard Dickinson...
Howard M. Dickinson............
Tilly Dickson.......
Albert Disorda
Jim Disorda

Ronald Disorda
Marvin Dodge....
Gail Donaldson..
Art & Donna Doty...
Judith (Judy) Douglas.......... 1
Leo Duval 1
Mary Ellis
Stanton (Stan) English ......... 1
Freda Marie Euber..
Lawrence Euber
Bill Faber.......
Sally Faber ....
Francis Fallon.....
Harriet Fallon
Rita Fallon.........
Shawn Farnsworth..
Susan Farrow

Reginald Ferson
Ruth Ferson ...
Frandis Fielder-...

Mary Fielder
Muriel Fielder 1
Terry John Fisher 1

Dennis Flood
Marie Flood
Perley Flood

Carrie Flynn......ooeeeeeeeeeee. 1
Kevin Flynn...

Terry Flynn ... .
Barb Forguites...

Juck Forguites....

Janice Forguites
Leslie Forguites .
Nancy Forguites.
Robert Forguites
Irene Forrest
Judy Forrest..
Mike Forrest..
Robert Forrest....
Grampa Fox..

Wendy Frederick
Bette Fredette
Don Gallipo
Edward Gallipo..
Estelle (Stella) Gallipo.
Lottie Gallipo........cococccc...... 1
Henry Gauthier
Shirley Gauthier
Anna Germond..
Connie Germond
Helen Germond
James E. Germond..
Ronald Germond....
Smith Germond
Stephen Germond
Virginia Germond...
Paul M. Germond
Stephen Smith Germond, Sr. 1
Debby Ghiselin
David Gibson Jr.
Scott Gonge .......
Denis Gonthier ..
Edgar Goodspeed.................. 1
Percy & Maude Goodspeed... 2
Rod Goodspeed
Brian Gorton
Lucien Gorton....
Hazel Gove.........
John Paul Greene..
Linda Greeno.
Antoinette Grieco...

Joseph Grieco .... o
Maria Grieco. o
Nicholas Grieco..

Benoni Griffin

Deacon Gary Griffin .2

Richard Gustafson..
Stephanie Gutman
Justin Hackett ...
Fred Hallett ..
Nellie Hallett
Eleanor Hanson
Willis Hanson
David Hardin
Kathleen Hardin
Adam Harrison
Gloria Harrison
Johnny Harrison
Padre Cito Hawkins
Arden Hayden
Florence Hayes ..
Kenny Hayes.
Pearl Hayes ..
Thomas Hayes ...
Walter Hayes, Jr. ...
Walter Hayes, Sr.
Linda Healy ..
Al Hilborn
George Hornbeck
Patricia Hornbeck ..
Joe Howland.
Mike Huber

Bonnie Hunt
Charles Hurst
Janet Hurst
Kathi Irizarry
James J. Jackson
Leon Jackson
Roy Jackson
Jackson Loved Ones....
Elenith Jennings.....

George Jennings
Janet Jennings
Carol Jerome .....ccccvvevevrenne 2

Allen-Michael James

flohnsonty. s 3. 74 W 4
Austin S. Johnson .................
Edward Johnson ...
Katherine Johnson.

Luise Kempel.... >
Hayden (Pip) Kennedy........ 1
Joe Kennedy

Marion Kennedy A
Brian Kerr......... Al
John & Marry Kerr............. 1
Chet Ketcham

Gordon Ketchum....
Wallace (Robin) & Maxine

Kimball lIl........oovvereeecc 1
Wallace & Vera Kimball Jr....1
Wallace & Elisabeth

Kimball Sr.
Wayne Kingsley
Terry Kline
Randy Klinge
Blanche Knapp..
Doris Knapp
Ernest Knapp.....
Frank Knapp.
Gwen Knapp.
Mark Knapp
Mary Ann Knapp....
Murray Knapp...
Allison Krans.

Cris LaDuke

Lawrence LaFrance.............. 1

Leo Paul & Evelyn
LaFrance.........eeeeeeeececee 1

Andre & Agnes Lajeunesse... 1

Eugene Lajeunesse............. 1

Hector Lajeunesse.. Al

Perry Lane........ 4

Sheelah Langan ....

Cathy Langeway .................. 3

Linda Wetmore Langeway.... 2
Dale Lanphear.
Bernice LaPorte
Carlita LaPorte
Debbie LaPorte
Donald LaPorte
George LaPorte
Jeanne LaPorte
Kenneth LaPorte....
Philip C. & Marjorie LaPorte 3
Phillip M. & Gladys LaPorte. 1
Shirley LaPorte

Florence LaRock ol
Derick Laughlin .
Marilyn Laughlin.................. 1
Joshua Michael Lee .............. 5
Viola Leskinen.. .
Earl Lewis......

Lyn Lewis
Will{TTardps 1
Donald (Don) Longaway.......5
The Childers “Loved Ones,
Family and Friends" ........45
Irene Loveland
Marvin Lowell...
Percy Lowell..
Bart Lund
Eleanor MacAlpine................ 1
Kenneth MacAlpine
Doug MacMurtry...
Harold MacMurtry.................
Jeannie MacMurtry
Phyllis MacMurtry ..
David MacMurtry, Sr...
Arnold Magoon..................... 2
Shelly Magoon

Woody Magoon. 4
Edward Mahoney... )
Timothy Mahoney................. 2
John Malewicki

Elmer Mallory...
lola Mallory.......
Jessica Mallory

Keith Manning

Roger Marcoux....... a
Raymond Marcoux, Sr...........

Ortenza J. Marden................ 2
William J. Marden ................ 1
Rosie Markland..................... 1

Charlotte Martin ................... 1
Chester Martin ..............oo...... 1
Gary & Judy Martin.............. 1

James J. Martin
Janet Martin
Marie Martin
Patricia Martin..
Russell Mason...
Margery Masterson....
Ned Masterson
Amy Mathis.......
Joe & Joan Maver. ra
John & Stella Maver............. 1
Beverly Mayo
Philip Mayo, Jr.
Barbara Mazza
Abbie McCullough
Perley McCullough................ 5
Theresa McDonough..

Gaston McDuff .....

Pauline McDuff

Danny McKeighan................. 1
Veronica McKeighan............. 1

Jack McKernon......
Jim McKinnel
Dodie McLaughlin................. 1
Edward T. McLaughlin
Peter McLaughlin .
Lance Meade
Sandra Quimby Menard........ 1
Kent Miller................. ..
Freda Marie Mitchell.............
Homer Josiah Mitchell........... 5
Bette Moffett
Hazel Mohan ...
Brendan Molloy ... .
Irene (Racine) Monnette....... 1
Gloria Montague
Marilyn Morris.......
Harry (Pete) Moye A
Claire Mullaney ....................
Judd Mumford.................... 1
Frandis & Judith Narabone... 1
Mabel Narabone...
Chuck Nesbitt
David Newton...
Jeff Newton..
June Newton
Kelly Newton ....
Mildred Newton....
Parick Newton .
Philip Newton...
Patrick Newton, Jr.
Evelyn Nickerson.................. 1
George & Margaret Nicklaw. 1
Lynn Severy Nielsen ..
Helen Noel
Laurie McMorrow Nolan........ 1
Michael O'Brien....
Timothy 0'Mara....

Angela Ovecka..
Gene Pagano
Anna Palmer .......cccvveerns 1
Donna Marie (Ducky)

Erma Paquin
Rene Paquin
April Parent
B. Robert Parker...
Bernard Parker.
Genevieve Parker.
Gale & Elaine Parmelee.......
Irma Patch ...
Nona F. Peck
William W. Peck
Betty Pelkey..........
Harold (Bud) Pelkey..
Tink Pelkey
Jocelyne Pelletie
Anne Kron Pfenning............
Arthur (Art) Pfenning...........
Howard & Anna Pfenning ....
Dora & Lute Pidgeon

Elizabeth & George Pidgeon 1
Herbert Pidgeon...
Stella Pidgeon.......
Paul Steven Pidgeon Jr. .......
Paul Steven Pidgeon Sr........3
Charlotte Platt

Wayne Platt. 4
Bucky Ploof.. o]
Brianna Popp ..

Mary Lou Potvin...

Eleanor Pratt ... ol

Ron Pratt.....
Nina Prouty
Rene & Lorraine Quennevillel
Alice Quesnel
Maurice Quesnel...
Randy Quesnel
Lewis & Agnes Quimby......... 1
Christine Quinn .

Brian Radb ......
Jeremy Racine
Hector Racine
Roger Racine ..

John Racine ....
Albert & Lucienne Racine Sr. 1
Beatrice Radomski................ 1

Joseph H. Rausenberger....... 1
Kathleen V. Rausenberger.... 1

Curtis RaWSON .......ccoverrrr 1
Kimberly Raymo...

Agnes Reed...... ol
Cathy Austin Reed. )
Derek Reed........................... 1
Doris Reed

Grandma Reed
Kimi Reed........
Norman Reed ..
Patricia Reed ...
Sonny Reed..
Carl Reed, Jr....
Patty Anne Reilly..
Fred Reynolds
Judi Reynolds ..

Byron & Carla Ricard o
Frandis & Ina Ricard.............. 1
Brett Hanson Rideout ........... 1

Donald C. Rideout
Doris Rideout........ %
Faith Hanson Rideoui........... 1

Neil Rideout........oooccevreseeee 1
Janipher (Jan) Ripley........... 6
Rena Ripley ..... A
Robert Ripley...
Russel Ripley....

Gramp Rivers...
Gramp Rivers...
Frank Roberts
Leslie Roberts
Suzanne Roberts...
Janet Rollins....
Lloyd Rollins....
Winifred Dickenson Rollins... 1
Marge Romeniak..
Harper Rose
Perry Rosen

Sibby ROSEN ...ovvevvvrrerreee 1
Sidney Rosen

Marijorie Sturtevant ............. 1
Frank & Annie Ruth

Roger Rotundi .

Karen Rouse......... Michael Sullivan ..
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Rouse .....2 | Art Sweeney.

Mr. & Mrs. Hayden Rouse.....1 | Donald Taylor

Mr. & Mrs. Stewart Rouse......2 | Patricia Taylor .

Mr. & Mrs. William Rouse.....2 | Ernest Taylor Sr... ]

Theda Rouse.............ooovveeees 3 | Joe Tebbetts

Wendell Rouse Peter Tepe

Fred Rowe............ .5 | Janet Thomas .

Jeannette Cole Rowe Ken Thomas

G, RYON,, ool 30" 4 5 | William & Gwendolyn
Thompson.........cccccccevveeene. 1

Jon Safz...... ..1 | Maxine & Harmon Thurston. 1
Arthur Sawyer.. .1 | Andy Tibbals...

Marion Sawyer Ann Tibbals

Mary Sawyer Newell Tibbals........cc..onvee..

..1 | Mary Elizabeth Tiernan
..1 | Robert Tonucci

Maxine Sawyer
Meryl Sawyer ...

Wallace Sawyer.... Larry Trombley.....

William K. Sawyer ............... 1 | Jenna Trudeau

Zula Sawyer......... ..1 | Adeline Walko

Marietta Scarangella........... T | Ron Walko .....

Vito Scarangella................ 1 | Steve Walko ...

Charlie Scarborough............. 1 | Melissa Walton ....

Mary Scarborough..............1 | Lois Weisse ..... ]

.1 | Mim & Max Welton.. fi
Pamela Greeno Wescott ....... 1
Coval Wetmore

Norma Scarborough.
Perley Scarborough, Jr........ 2
Perley Scarborough, Sr. ....... 1

Ann Schmitt ........ Dorothy Wetmore =1
Roger Schmitt . Elizabeth Wetmore .. e, |
Michael Schroeder .... Floyd (Pete) Wetmore........... 3
Edy Schwartz.... Gene Wetmore,

Eldean Scott George Wetmore .

Mary Scott... Hayden Wetmore.

Phil Scott Hazel Wetmore

Doris Senecal

Irvin Senecal..... .1 | Newtie Wetmore

Elmer Severy.... ..3 | Colenne Whalen ..

Judson Severy Dotty White

Laura Severy......oooevevesecceee. Nancy White

Mr. & Mrs. Hayden Severy...1 | Doris Whittaker ...

Mr. & Mrs. Hugh Severy........2 | Tom Whittaker

Ralph Severy.........cccccevsen 2 | In Memory of All Who Have

Robert Severy 2 Passed 1

Robert Sheehan, Sr. ............ 1 | Grace & Walter Wilkinson .... 1

Joseph & Grace Sherlock.....3 | E. Margaret (Peg) Williams..5

Kathleen Short...................... 1 | Jay Williams..........ccooonnee.es 1

Robert Short ............cooveeceece. 1 | Judy Ann Williams................ 6

Mr. & Mrs. Rollin Theron & Margaret Williams 1
Shortsleeves Theron Warren Williams ......5

Linda Sjoberg Luella Wilson........................ 1

Carl (Elroy) Smith William Wilson ...

Chester Smith ...... Bob Wood........ .

Mildred M. Smith. Gardner Wright ...

ZLachary Smith Louis Wright

Carl R. Smith, SF..covvevreees 1 | Vera Wright

Margaret Somerset............1 | William Wright

Moose Somerset... Donna Wyman

Pat Somerset Max & Pauline Young........... 1

Alfred & Leona Stanley .......1 | Jim Zutell
Jim Steele ... 1
Jennifer Stepp 1
Arthur (Skip) Stevens........... 1
Vicky Stevens 1

Peg & Doc Stewart........... 1
Mr. & Mrs. Harland
Stockwell...........ooeveeeeees 2
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ANNUAL LIBRARY AUCTION
NETS MORE

.

] . % ‘.,
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AUCTIONEER BILL MOORE, celebrated artist Warren Kimble,
and library board member John Peterson, work the room at the
annual holiday auction at the Brandon Free Public Library on De-
cember 4th. Peterson holds a growler that the Red Clover Ale
Company of Brandon donated for a year’s worth of refills, which
ended up selling for $450.

Reporter photos/George Field (right) and Carolyn Van Vleck, above.

The Friends of the Brandon

Free Public Library held their
annual auction on Sunday, Dec.
4th, at the library. A raucous
crowd bid generously for the
items, many of which were made
by local residents. The highest
bid was $750 for a beautiful dou-
ble-sided handmade quilt. The
funniest part of the event was
when Warren Kimble bought
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back the beautiful fern stand
with an enormous poinsettia in it
that he had donated!

The delicious and creative
trays of cheeses, fruits, and
cookies were made by Louis
and Sarah Pattis, former own-
ers of the Brandon Inn. Wine
and punch were donated by the
Friends of the Library.

The auction netted more than

$7000. The money will be used
to buy books for the library, as
well as to enhance the summer
reading program for local chil-
dren.

There is a silent auction go-
ing on until next Friday, Dec. 16.
Please come to the library and
check out the fabulous items!

Thank you to everyone who generously donated

to our Stuff-A-Truck HOPE Holiday Toy Drive

|

WWwWwW.GSTONEMOTORS.COM

36 Boardman St.,
Middlebury VT 05753
802-388-6718
gstonemotors.com

These toys
will bring
many smiles
this holiday
season!

2149 Rt 7 South,
Middlebury VT 05753
802-388-9961
stonecdjr.com
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Guest Editorial

Good fences make good
neighbors

BY BILL SCHUBART

The incursion of private-equity
investors(PE) into nonprofit health-
care, journalism, and corrections is
doing untold societal and economic
damage in the service of high-speed
profiteering.

Private equity investors, usually
limited partnerships, seek the right
mix of equity and debt and typically
buy and restructure companies that
are not publicly traded. With few
regulatory barriers or constraints,
they’re increasingly seeking op-
portunity in the nonprofit sector,
giving them the opportunity to har-
vest monetary value from taxpayer-
funded government resources like
Medicare, Medicaid, and Social
Security.

Vermont (and the nation) have
three economic sectors:

* the for-profit sector for busi-
nesses seeking opportunity and
profit,

* the nonprofit sector advancing
social mission work, and

* the government sector “for the
people, by the people,” that over-
sees and funds with taxpayer dollars
traditional government institutions
like public education, a postal sys-
tem, broadcast spectrum, transpor-
tation infrastructure, criminal jus-
tice, environmental oversight, fair
trade, welfare, food systems and
more.

In Healthcare:

Because of a longstanding ambi-
guity about whether healthcare in
Vermont is a business or a public
good, we’re increasingly seeing the
damage wrought by private equity
buying into residential-care facili-
ties and nursing homes — many of
which are largely funded by insur-
ance and federal agencies — and

also acquiring Medicare Advantage
insurance plans and then altering
premium costs, copays, and cover-
age to enhance profit.

Although most hospitals
and federally qualified health
centers(FQHCs) are legally non-
profits in Vermont, to the extent that
hospitals have been regulated at all
they’re pretty much free to function
as businesses. Budgets, rate approv-
als, and “certificates of public good”
have not been issued with reference
to an articulated goal of “population
health” in Vermont.

Weill Cornell Medicine recently
published their findings that PE
ownership of nursing homes is
linked to lowered quality of care
and consequently higher Medicare
costs:

“Nursing homes acquired by pri-
vate equity companies saw an in-
crease in emergency room visits and
hospitalizations among long-stay
residents and an uptick in Medi-
care costs, according to a new study
from Weill Cornell Medicine inves-
tigators. The findings, published
Nov. 19 in JAMA Health Forum,
suggest that quality of care declined
when private equity firms took over
the facilities.

“Our findings indicate that pri-
vate equity firm-owned facilities
offer lower quality long-term care,”
said Dr. Mark Unruh, an associate
professor of population health sci-
ence at Weill Cornell Medicine.
“These residents are among the
most vulnerable in our health care
system and a lack of transparency in
ownership makes it difficult to iden-
tify facilities with private equity
ownership, which consumers may
be interested in knowing.”

(See Good fences, Page 6)
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Little hunter, big buck

KRISTIN PATTERSON, AT 5’4", harvested this enormous 7-point buck in Shoreham with a
crossbow earlier this season. The buck weighed in at 231 pounds at Buxton'’s Store.

Photo provided by Proud Grandmother

Letters to the Editor

Why should we give gifts divided by gender?

I am concermned that a lovely
Christmas gifting idea, organized
by Project HOPE and promoted by
the National Bank of Middlebury,
has a damaging though easily cor-
rectable serious flaw. I am referring
to the drive for community mem-
bers to donate Christmas gifts to be
distributed to children and teenag-
ers from low-income homes.

When I was at the main branch of
the bank yesterday, I saw the attrac-
tive display and appeal for people to
“choose a tree” with gift ideas, and
then buy and drop off the new un-
wrapped gift. My appreciation and
idea of participating was dashed —
to say the least — when I actually
looked at the gift suggestions.

Actual example: Middle School

boys gift ideas: Science kit; gift
cards to Marquis Theater and Sub-
way; insulated water bottle; board
game In a Pickle; book — Besties
Find Their Groove.

Sounds nice, right? Where’s the
problem?

Now: “Middle School girls gift
ideas: Hair iron and styling lotion;
set of hair scrunchies; fleece blan-
ket; gift card to TJ Maxx; book —
Remarkably Ruby.

Saddened and puzzled by the ap-
parent obsession with dividing kids
relentlessly by gender — separate
quite often is not equal — I have
been trying to figure out what is go-
ing on. Is there some class prejudice
here — as in, girls from lower in-
come families aren’t going to be in-

terested in science? What’s the mes-
sage here to girls getting presents of
personal grooming items while they
see their brothers getting science
kits, water bottles or board games?
I know that gift-giving choices
are often fraught, and many well-
intentioned gifts miss their mark.
But for next year, why not avoid
this minefield of gender stereotyp-
ing — which limits everyone, but
traditionally girls more than boys
— and give suggestions that would
have a broader appeal to all? (water
bottle, gift cards, board games, soc-
cer ball, science kit etc.)
Carolyn Schmidt
Whiting



MONTPELIER — Democratic
members of the Vermont House
of Representatives this morning
selected their leadership slate
for the coming 20232024 bien-
nium during a public Democratic
Caucus held at the State House in
Montpelier.

Rep. Jill Krowinski of Burling-
ton was elected by the 104-mem-
ber caucus to return for her sec-
ond term as Speaker of the House.
Rep. Krowinski’s nomination as
Speaker must come before the tri-
partisan House of Representatives
for full confirmation on the first
day of the 2023 session, Wednes-
day, January 4, after she is sworn
in for her seventh term.

Another veteran member of
the House Leadership team, Rep.
Emily Long of Newfane, was re-
elected by her Democratic peers
as Majority Leader. Long also
held this position during the pre-
vious 2021-2022 biennium and
before that, served as Assistant
Majority Leader (Whip). She was
recently re-elected by her constit-
uents to a fifth term.

In a speech to her caucus, Rep.

Krowinski acknowledged the op-
portunities and challenges that
come with her party’s newly ex-
panded majority. “We’re a diverse
party, with 104 members repre-
senting every corner of Vermont
and a wide range of experiences
and perspectives,” she said. “Our
goal is to come together as a cau-
cus, build consensus, and pass
legislation that helps Vermonters
in all 14 counties, builds a more
vibrant future, and leaves no one
behind.”

“On the campaign trail, we ran
on our values and on everything
we’ve done to create communities
that support individuals, working
families, and an economy that
works for everyone. We listened
to voters. It’s clear that Vermont-
ers are counting on us to continue
investments in building hous-
ing opportunities for all walks of
life, expand access to affordable
high-quality child care, increase
workforce and educational oppor-
tunities, pass legislation to reduce
our carbon footprint and protect
our state’s natural resources, pass
legislation to protect us from gun

violence, and so much more,”
said Speaker Krowinski.

In her speech to the Democratic
caucus, Majority Leader Long
highlighted the stable foundation
that Krowinski has created for her
to build on and the importance of
expanding upon the successes of
the previous biennium. “I know
from experience that any success
we achieve will require that we
work together every day, listen to
each other, and respect our differ-
ent views before coming to con-
sensus,” says Long. “It’s all about
teamwork, clear communications,
and trust. Our collective job is to
make Vermont a safe and support-
ive place for every Vermonter to
be able to live and work, in all 14
counties.”

Krowinski and Long are joined
by three legislators who will
round out the 2023-2024 House
Democrats  leadership  team:
Rep. Kathleen James of Man-
chester as Assistant Majority
Leader (Whip); Rep. Will Notte
of Rutland as Assistant Major-
ity Leader (Leadership Develop-
ment); and Rep. Jana Brown of

b
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Vermont Democrats elect new leaders of House

Richmond as Assistant Majority
Leader (Communications).

Rep. John L. Bartholomew of
Hartland was re-elected to the
post of At-Large Rules Commit-
tee Member, responsible for over-
seeing rules and parliamentary
procedures on the House floor
and training new members in their

use.

Biographical information:

Rep. Jill Krowinski of Burling-
ton was appointed to the House in
2012. For nearly eight years, she
worked at Planned Parenthood of
Northern New England, her last
role as Vice President of Educa-
(See Vermont Democrats, Page 15)

«JCome Celebrate with us. <&

An Evening in Holiday Fashion dedicated
to our Civil War Soldiers

December10,2022,5pm

GoshenTown Hall
50 Carlisle Hill Rd.

Join us for a night of history,
carols, refreshments, and

conversation!

Guest Presenter: Paul Andriscin
Guest Reenactors: Mike and
Deb Blakeslee

Donations appreciated!

Hosted by the Goshen Historical Society

For more information contact Barb Brown at 802-247-3194
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BRANDON INN

Letters to Santa:

¢
AS (g os

at the
BRANDON INN

Celebrate the Holidays

at the Brandon Inn

Breakfast with Santa

Three Saturdays in December

+ December 3, 10 &5 17- 9:00 to 10:30 a.m.
For info email: events@brandoninn.com

[n0 phone calls please]

Drop off your letters to Santa mornings in the
Cafe from now until December 18th. It takes
a while for mail to get to the North Pole!

The beautiful Neshobe Café

at the Brandon Inn celebrates the holidays.

NESHOBE CAFE Open weekdays from 7-11 a.m. and
Saturdays & Sundays from 7 a.m. to 2 p.m.

In addition to great coffee and tea options,

enjoy our pastries, salads and free candy canes

for children!

All decked out for the holidays, the Brandon
Inn is a great place to host visiting family.

Visit BrandonInn.com for availability. We are again working
with the Brandon Area Toy Project to collect toys for local
children. Toys should be appropriate for children from birth ‘til
and including 6th Grade. Pickup is Dec. 13.

Brandon Inn - 20 Park Street - Brandon VT

www.brandoninn.com - 802-247-5766 - events@brandoninn.com
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Obituaries

Regina Ann Murray, 73 Sudbury

SUDBURY — Regina Ann
Murray, age 73, passed away
Thursday, December 1, 2022, at
Helen Porter Nursing Home in
Middlebury.

Regina was born in Middlebury
on May 2, 1949. She was the
daughter of William and Priscilla
(Delancey) Steele, Jr. She grew
up in Sudbury and graduated from
Otter Valley Union High School,
class of 1967.

She began her working career at
the Shoreham Apple Co-Op. She
later worked for her father in Sud-
bury for many years. She loved
music and bird watching.

She is survived by: two daugh-
ters — Tanya LaPorte and her
daughter, Breeanna, of Sudbury;
and Charlene Parker and her hus-
band Michael, and their three chil-
dren Jared, Curtis and Amy Parker,
plus a great-granddaughter, Rose
Parker, all of Whitehall, N.Y.; a
son, Mark Ladieu of Sudbury; and
one brother, Larry Steele of Sud-
bury.

Several aunts, uncles, nieces,
nephews and cousins also survive
her.

REGINA ANN MURRAY

Respecting her wishes a private
memorial service “In Celebration
of Her Life” will take place at a
later date.

Memorial gifts in lieu of flowers
may be made in her memory to:
Brandon Area Rescue Squad, P.O.
Box 232, Brandon, VT 05733.
Miller & Ketcham Funeral Home
in Brandon is in charge of arrange-
ments.

RUTLAND Audrey
Madge (Lee) Scarborough,
age 85, passed away Monday,
December 5, 2022, surround-
ed by her loving family at her
home in Rutland Town.

A gathering “In Celebration
of Her Life” will be announced
along with the full obituary at
a later date, time, and location
following the holiday season.

The Miller & Ketcham Fu-

AUDREY SCARBOROUGH,

85, RUTLAND

AUDREY
SCARBOROUGH

neral Home in Brandon is in
charge of arrangements.

Good neighbors

(Continued from Page 4)

Kaiser Health News(KHN) also
recently reported on a new phenom-
enon called “patient financing” an
emerging business in which private
equity and banks finance medical
bills that families can’t afford to
pay.

“As Americans are overwhelmed
with medical bills, patient financing
is now a multibillion-dollar busi-
ness, with private equity and big
banks lined up to cash in when pa-
tients and their families can’t pay for
care. By one estimate from research
firm IBISWorld, profit margins top
29% in the patient financing indus-
try, seven times what is considered a
solid hospital margin.

Hospitals and other providers,
which historically put their patients
in interest-free payment plans, have
welcomed the financing, signing
contracts with lenders and enrolling
patients in financing plans with rosy
promises about convenient bills and
easy payments.”

Started by Dame Cicely Saun-
ders in London in 1967, the mod-
ern hospice movement began as
a social mission to enable a dig-
nified and supportive end-of-life
experience. It’s long been a staple
of any healthcare system and in
Vermont existed as a free-stand-
ing nonprofit, The Visiting Nurse
Association(VNA) until it was
absorbed into the UVM Health
Network(UVMHN) in 2017. Re-
cent staffing challenges at UVMHN
have since prompted an end to care
for people with mobility impair-
ments and care management func-
tions.

Nationally, hospice has become a
multibillion dollar business as The
New Yorker magazine recently re-
ported, “How Hospice Became a
For-profit Hustle.

“It began as a visionary notion —
that patients could die with dignity
at home. Now it’s a twenty-two-
billion-dollar industry plagued by
exploitation.”

Healthcare news is similarly
laden with the negative impacts of
PE investments in healthcare. Na-
tional Public Radio(NPR) recently
reported:

S

cavle

3_'2' BARNARD FUNERAL HOME INC.

3186 U.S. Route 7 Pittsford - www.barnardfuneralhome.com

(802) 483-2811 W Christopher Book/Director

For five generations the Barnard family has assisted
families in Pittsford, Proctor, Chittenden and the
surrounding area getting through one of life’s most

difficult times.

Also operating the Birch Grove Crematory

P

“Newly released federal audits
reveal widespread overcharges and
other errors in payments to Medi-
care Advantage health plans for
seniors, with some plans overbilling
the government more than $1,000
per patient a year on average.”

The ambiguity about whether
healthcare in Vermont is a business
or a mission-driven enterprise has
made it ripe for the picking by PE
investors seeking short-term prof-
its. The basis of nonprofit entities
is social mission not profit. When
PE takes a stake in a social-service
entity, the goals of profit vs. mission
collide.

IN JOURNALISM:

Unlike healthcare, where the
goal is to wring quick profits from
the taxpayer-supported resources of
federal programs supporting health-
care — o, as a cynical friend put it,
“to suckle at the federal teat” — the
goals in journalism are a mixture of
profit, where available, and politics.
Of the two, I would suggest that
right-wing political goals are more
the motivating factor.

There is reason enough to worry
about PE and giant media compa-
nies snapping up local and hyperlo-
cal print and broadcast news. The
goal seems to be to wring out edi-
torial and local infrastructure costs
and then feed syndicated content
into what is left.

Sinclair Broadcasting and Gray
Television are two of several con-
servative companies snapping up
struggling local media companies.

In the business sector, the free-
market profit incentive reigns and
will continue to do so. But it is with-
in our power to limit what they do in
the nonprofit sector and we should
do so if we are to preserve the con-
cept of mission investment in social
wellbeing, especially given the rise
in conservative rhetoric:

“We’ll see more attacks on public

institutions — libraries, universi-
ties, school boards, news organiza-
tions. They’ll be hard to parse and
hard to think about as connected.”
-Melody Kramer, Nieman Labs

The steady decline of local news-
print and broadcast organizations is
a severe threat to democracy in and
of itself, as I have written. Whereas
the emergence of nonprofit journal-
ism is a bright note these days and
PE should not be allowed to co-opt
it.

IN CORRECTIONS:

The criminal-justice  system,
from the courts to corrections, is a
prime responsibility of government.
But the business camel’s nose has
long been under the tent here as
well, sniffing profits from a taxpay-
er-funded system.

GEO Group, with revenues of
$616M and net income of $38M,
and CoreCivic, with revenues of
$465M and net income of $68M,
have thrived on government con-
tracts to house the incarcerated,
including Vermont’s. The Vermont
Department of Corrections (DOC)
has contracted with CoreCivic
to house some 145 Vermont inmates
at the Tallahatchie County Correc-
tional Facility located in Tutwiler,
Mississippi at a cost lower than if
prisoners were housed in Vermont.

President Biden vowed to close
private federal prisons in 2021, but
has been unable to deliver on his
promise.

A new and corrosive element
which we do not have in Vermont
are “concierge prisons,” private jails
for the elite offender offering a high
level of daily service, individual
meals, wifi, family visits etc., all at
a cost to the jailed person of about
$130 a day.

Still it is wholly appropriate for
the government sector to allow and
welcome partnerships in the for-

(See Good neighbors, Page 15)

A 44-Year Middlebury Tradition of

Trusted & Caring Dental Excellence!

$0 Cleanings!

For most insured patients. Call for details.

Further Heightened Sterilization Standards

..,

Welcome Before & Aft& Wo‘rk or Schégl! ‘

Middlebury

DENTAL GROUP

1330 Exchange Street, Suite 107
e Middlebury e

802-388-3553

MiddleburyDental VT.com

*
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MEMBERS OF THE Brandon Festival Singers were first organized in 1981 and have been operating continuously for 40 years. Their upcoming concert will be December
11 at 3 p.m. at the Brandon Congregational Church.

File photo.

Brandon’s Festival Singers celebrate 40 years

BRANDON — The 40" Annu-
al Brandon Festival Singers Con-
cert will be performed on Sunday,
Dec. 11 at 3 p.m. at the Brandon
Congregational ~ Church.  This
popular holiday event features the
Festival Singers along with guest
musicians, the Catamount Brass
Quintet, performing a colorful,
varied program of Christmas mu-
sic.

The Brandon Festival Sing-
ers was started in 1981 by Gene
and Jean Childers, who are the
music directors at the Congrega-
tional Church. This was an effort
to provide an opportunity for area

>
. ' 4
just $2%;(oggy,i_ .

singers and musicians to come
together to perform. The Congre-
gational Church Woman’s Club
gave a donation for music and the
church hosted the Festival Singers
as a community outreach.

The first year there were 28
singers and 19 musicians from
around Rutland County. Over the
years, there have been upwards
of 350 different performers from
four counties. The choir has sung
at Brandon events, in neighboring
towns, at two local colleges and at
the Vermont Bicentennial celebra-
tion at the State House.

For the 25" anniversary, the

s
fresh local and organic produce
hormone free dairy products

no artificial colors or preservatives - ever!

WASHINGTON STREET # MIDDLEBURY
OPEN DAILY 8-7
388-7276 ~ MIDDLEBURY.COOP

MIDDLEBURY
NATURAL

FOODS

CO-OP

BFS recorded a CD of original
Christmas music as a fundraiser
for charity. The group has main-
tained high musical standards
over the decades while having
fun, making new friends and shar-
ing life experiences. There have
been children and grandchildren
of singers participating from the

very beginning. For many years,
there were three generations of the
Ripley family.

It is a very dedicated, close-knit
group. Two singers who have sung
since the first year are Beverly Sa-
batini and Ellen Knapp. The audi-
ence through the years has been
equally dedicated and wonderfully

supportive.

If you have never attended this
concert event, this would be a
great year to start a new holiday
tradition. There is no admission
charge. A free will offering is re-
ceived a portion of which goes to
charity.

STICK SEASON SALE, BRING ON THE SNOW!

2009 HONDA ACCORD EX-L

auto, leather, roof, 111k miles

$11,995

longbox, V-8, only 86k miles!
$18,995

AFFORDABLE, SAFE & RELIABLE
USED CARS AND TRUCKS
We also buy cars,
locate specialty orders
& consider consignments
Call Dave for an appointment

!
SS\D\NG COMP,q

o ol
CARS »» TRUCKS
802 465 4688

7’

2012 CHEVY SILVERADO REG CAB 4X4, 2020 TOYOTA TUNDRA DB CAB,
TRD, 5.7 VS, loaded, cap, 23k miles

$44,995

Wimett Tra&ing ComPang

at the Big White Barn in Leicester
Michael Jackman, 50 Years Experience
David Wimett, 37 Years Experience
Mark Grant, 9 Years Experience

2017 FORD F150 SUPER CREW,
4X4,6¢yl turbo,loaded, 101k miles

$28, 995

2015 FORD ESCAPE TITANIUM

AWD, auto, loaded, sunroof, 121k miles

$13, 995

of dehvenn
~9ual:ty1 9.

802-465-4688

2668 Route 7 « Leicester, VT 05733 . wimetttradingco@gmail.com
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Calendar of events

Maclure Library Story Time Playgroup

Looking for a fun, educational playgroup for your 2-5
year old? Look no further! From 10 a.m. - 12 p.m. join
Miss Allie , a certifie teacher, for a weekly FREE literacy-
based playgroup. Light snacks will be provided, along
with stories, crafts, songs, games, and more. To register,
please email allie.griffiths@rcpcc.org with your child's
name, age, and contact information for your family

Ping Pong
The Green Mountain Table Tennis Club would like to an-
nounce the beginning of its new season!

The club has begun play on Wednesday evenings start-
ing at 7 p.m. It will meet nearly every Wednesday year-
round in the gym at the Rutland Area Christian School
in Rutland, located at the corner of Melrose Ave. and
Lincoln Ave. in Rutland, a block from the intersection of
Route 7 and Melrose Ave. (110 Lincoln Ave., Rutland, VT
05701)).

Being a part of this unique and exciting club offers a va-
riety of activities, including regular practice, a challenge
board, clinics for beginner and advanced play, singles
and doubles, inter-club events with other table tennis
clubs, and even tournaments.

If you are interested in table tennis as a recreational or
athletic activity, we're interested in you! There is a mod-
est membership fee of only $30, although you can come
twice free as our guest. Bring your sneakers and paddle
(or use ours) and have some fun playing a great game
of "Pong!”

For further information about the Green Mountain Table
Tennis Club, call club representative Ronald Lewis at
802-247-5913, or visit our club’s website at www.gmttc.
com.

Trouble with math? Free tutoring is offered!

Free math tutoring is available in downtown Brandon on
Wednesday afternoons from 2:45-4 p.m. at Fellowship
Hall — the smaller brick building next to the Brandon
Congregational Church.

Larry Rowe is offering help to any Otter Valley students
who have questions or difficulties with mathematics or
would like help with their math homework. Rev. Sara
Rossigg will be in her office — 20 feet away from the
worktable — during these sessions to ensure everyone
feels comfortable and is safe.

Call 802-236-9130 for more information.

(Please note that Wednesday, Nov. 23 and Wednesday,
Dec. 7 are days Larry has other commitments and will
not be available.)

Rutland Free Library Book Sale

Join us on Friday from 10 a.m. — 4 p.m. and Saturday
from 10 a.m. — 2 p.m. Public Always Welcome. Thou-
sands of organized, gently used books, CDs, DVDs, and
puzzles for all ages.

Always a broad selection of rare and antique books.

All purchases by donation only. Proceeds go to support
library programs and collections. www.rutlandfree.org

Rutland Youth Theatre presents Annie, Jr.

Leaping Lizards! Join us as Rutland will “Stick up its chin
and grin and sing ‘Tomorrow! Tomorrow!"” when the
Rutland Youth Theatre performs Annie JR!

Annie JR follows the story of an orphan named Annie
living a “hard-knock life” at The New York City Munici-
pal Orphanage run by the cruel Miss Hannigan. Annie
dreams of being reunited with her parents and takes ac-
tion to find them. In adventure after fun-filled adventure,
Annie foils Miss Hannigan’s evil machinations, befriends
President Franklin Roosevelt and finds a new family in
billionaire Oliver Warbucks, his personal secretary Grace
Farrell and a lovable mutt named Sandy.

“Annie is a heartwarming show
with an important message
about the true nature of fam-
ily. In the show, we see how a
plucky little girl transforms her
entire life by making the most
out of every moment.”

We look forward to seeing you and your friends + family
at the show!

Come see us on Friday at 7 p.m., and Saturday at 2

music.

Religious Organizations.

On the same night you can start your
wondrous evening by watching the fun
and festive “Reverse Parade”.

Sunday, Dec. 18 at S5pm

Brandon
What'’s a reverse parade? The displays

are stationary, you drive past!

We invite all Brandon Residents to join in the holiday fun.

* Residential - Currier and Ives Division — Beautiful, elegant, “Classy”.
* Residential - Clark W. Griswold Division — Over the top, lots of lights, inflatables,

« Commercial — Businesses in Brandon and Forest Dale
« Civic Buildings/Organizations ~Schools, Emergency Services, Organizations,

2022 *HOLIDAY DECORATING CONTEST!
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18TH

Judges will be out Sunday, Dec 18th, be sure to have

There will be FOUR categories judged this year:

o

—6PONSORED BY

your lights turned on by Spm! To be sure they see you,
Email info(@brandon.org with your address
and category or call Colleen at 802-282-6548.
Prize packages: A Beautiful Poinsettia, 1-year
subscription to the Reporter and of course- Bragging

rights {most important) and recognition in the Reporter!

TOWN of St

BRANDON

VERMONT

RECREATION CHAIO\]}[BER

of Commerce
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- $15 + tax/fees, Children
18/Seniors over 65: $10 + tax/
irchase tickets at the Para-

t Theatre Box Office or online
0s://ci.ovationtix.com/36265/
ction/1142090

Il also have a Concession Stand,

y Raffle Tickets and 50/50
s for sale!!

mas in Castleton

d Annual Christmas in

ton is a full day of family fun to
ate the holidays, pick up gifts
mall local businesses, enjoy a
e, visit Santa, and more!

ve a full day of events ap-

ate for all ages in Castleton
ning on Main Street, the Fire

1, and Post #50 American

1. Start by bringing the little

o the Castleton Free Library for
y crafting, then enjoy lunch and
ing at the Christmas Market at
xaco Station and the Village

| where you can earn a FREE

t raffle ticket for every $10 you
'with our vendors. At 5pm we
p the Tree of Remembrance
en the parade down Main
begins. Head over to Post#50

can Legion for a ham supper at $15 per person. The
nes can then enjoy cookies and a visit with Santa at the
ton Volunteer Fire Station after the parade or ukulele
in the Castleton Free Library. Top off the night with
usic from the Cold River Trio at the Post #50 American

1 for $10 per person.

on photographer Caleb Kenna open studio

EnerJazz Community
Christmas Concert, December 7
at Union Church of Proctor

Union Church of Proctor is excited to present a free,
family-friendly Community Christmas Concert on De-
cember 10, 2022 at 7:00 pm in the church sanctuary at 5
Church St., Proctor. The concert will be performed by the
18 member EnerJazz Big Band and will feature Holiday
instrumental and vocal favorites.

When Enerjazz needed to find a new rehearsal location
this past year, Union Church was happy to offer the Parish
House auditorium with its wonderful acoustics. Now the
band has offered to thank the church with this concert.

While there is no admission for the concert, the church
will have a free-will offering to benefit the Heating As-
sistance Program of BROC Community Action. The Heat-
ing Assistance Program is for people who fall outside the
lines”, (including many elderly) and don’t meet the guide-
lines for Federal programs. BROC Heating Assistance
provides help with their primary heat source (oil, wood,
pellets, kerosene), which have all seen a rise in price this
year.

So, mark your calendars. This will be a concert not to be
missed! Everyone is Welcome!

admission and lots of free parking!

Festival Singers
are thrilled to
finally present
their 40th An-
niversary Christ-
mas Concert!
The concert
will begin at
3:00 p.m. on
December 11th
at the Brandon
Congrega-
tional Church,

1 Carver St.

in Brandon.
Gene and Jean
Childers are
the director
and accompa-
nist. There is a
free will offer-
ing and mask
wearing at your
discretion.

Noél's at The
Franklin Events
Center Christ-
mas Holiday
Fair

Come shop the
best vendors

in Vermont and
meet the maker
behind your
favorite prod-
ucts. Maple
products,
baked treats,
CBD, honey,
holiday decor,
artisan crafts,

cozy knits, and more! Shop local this holiday with the
Vermont Farmers Market. Three rooms of vendors rep-
resenting some of the best Vermont has to offer. Free

The Vermont Farmers Market presents their annual

Christmas Fair on Sunday, December 11th from 9am-
4pm at the Franklin Conference Center in Rutland,

1e print sale from 12 a.m. — 4 p.m., at his studio in
on (40 Old Farm Road). Kenna's prints, by the way, are
d by Brandon printer and photographer Don Ross.

on Festival Singers Christmas Concert

» two year pandemic hiatus, the Brandon Festival

s are thrilled to finally present their 40th Anniversary
mas Concert! The concert will begin at 3:00 p.m. on

nber 11th at the Brandon Congregational Church, 1

NewsStory Center Cookie Party

Vermont. Shop 3 rooms of vendors! Free admission

Enjoy holiday cookies while supporting a good cause
From 5:30 p.m. — 7:30 p.m. bring 6 dozen cookies (all

- St. in Brandon. Gene and Jean Childers are the direc-
d accompanist. There is a free will offering

ask wearing at your discretion.

>on West Rutland Marsh Monitoring Walk
ur friendly and knowledgeable birders on
onthly marsh walk in this Audubon Impor-
ird Area. No experience necessary. Go the
3.7 mile loop or go halfway. Meet at the
boardwalk kiosk on Marble Street at 8 am.

nt Street, West Rutland 05777

‘welcome! More info: birding@rutland-

yaudubon.org

on Festival Singers Christmas Concert
) two year pandemic hiatus, the Brandon

Native

Vermont Lumber
Bark Mulch - Delivery Available

the same kind) to exchange for the same amount (or
less). Containers will be provided. There is a minimum
$10 donation to support Newstory Center. If you don't
want to bring cookies, just join us for a good time. Ap-
petizers and drinks will be provided.

Hemlock Framing Stock * Pine Shiplap Siding
Pine Tongue & Groove * Custom Cut Timbers

89 Stevens Road Pittsford, VT | 802-483-6550
Mon-Fri: 7aM-4pM & Sat: 8aM-12PM | www.gagnonlumber.com
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Planting - Pruning - Removing - Repairing
Stump Removal - Timber Harvesting - Land Clearing - Firewood

Educated, Experienced and Fully Insured Professionals
Thad Poremski

(802)
l-,n-mu-t 345-2815

Hours

Visit our
wcbsite

www.vermontcamera.com

Ifyou love classic film cameras you need to pay us a visit.
Leica, Zeiss, Rolleiflex, Nikon, Voigtlander
and many others.

3200 US RT 7, Pittsford

(802)483-9357 vew(@vermontcamera.com Jim & Liz McRae

Kids’ December Holiday Program
Ski and snowboard lessons = December 26-30
middleburysnowbowl.com

NA

NG

snowbowl

MIDDLEBURY




Page 10 — The Reporter, December 7, 2022

Miris Phatas

Can you identify any of the people in these vintage photos from
Mim Welton’s Dateline Brandon newspaper archives? Let us know!

Brian Fillioe of Proctor called to recognize
Sandy Felion. She and her husband, Rick
used to live in Leicester, but moved to lllinois.
Brian spoke with Sandy and she said that the
photo is from 1976 when she harvested the
turkey near Leicester Four Corners.

Terry Ferson also called in recognizing Sandy
Felion.

Sanford Rouse from Neshobe House in
Brandon called to identify the woman with
the turkey as Sandy Felion. Sanford says
she moved out of state, but used to live in
Leicester before they moved to lllinois.

Kurt Kimball called to recognize Sandy Fe-
lion, the woman with the turkey

Terry was able to recognize the young man
in the suit on the left. He is Larry Whelton of
Brandon, the son of Mim (of Mim's photos
fame!), and Max Whelton.

Pam Jackson wrote in to recognize the man
with the crutches. Patrick Candon used to be
the postmaster for the town of Pittsford for
many years. Pat & Evelyn Candon were Pam
Jackson’s neighbors when she first moved to
Pittsford in 1985.

E-mail

ads@brandonreporter.com if you can
identify someone in these photos.
Or call us at 247-8080

Sanford Rouse was also able to recognize the
older gentleman next to the ladder. This is
Ferdinand Benoit, also known as "Frenchy."
He lived in Brandon, but is now deceased.

Terry Ferson recognizes this young man as
either Greg or Tom Cummings, both sons of
Harlon Cummings who used to be a dentist
in Brandon for many years. Terry is not sure
which of the Cummings boys this is.




Crossword

CLUES ACROSS

1. Chop up

5. Ones who utilize

10. Sings with closed lips

14. South American hummingbird

15. Serves as a coxswain

16. Liquor distilled from coconut
orrice

17. Spur

18. Senile

19. Tanzanian people

20. Cruel

22.Boxing's “"GOAT"

23. Yokels

24.London soccer team

27. Chinese chess piece

30. Supervises flying

31.007's creator

32. Shaft horsepower (abbr.)

35. A spider makes one

37. Liquefied natural gas

38. Opaque gem

39. Brazilian palm

40. Periodical (slang)

41. You might step on one

42. Marvin and Horsley are two

43. Partner to cheese

44. Unpleasant smell

45. Field force unit (abbr.)

46. Fashion accessory

47. Cool!

48.Time zone

49. Songs to one's lover

52. German river

55. Go bad

56. Sword

60. Very eager

61. Leaf bug

63. Italian seaport

64. Napoleon Dynamite’s uncle

65. Member of Jamaican religion

66. Large wading bird

67. Carries out

68. Eternal rest

69. It holds up your headwords

Sudoku

CLUES DOWN

1. Not low
2. Small water buffalo
3. A mark left behind
4. Archaic form of have
5. Fiddler crabs
6. Popular Hyundai sedan
7. Deport
8. Making over
9. Midway between south and
southeast
10. Arabic masculine name
11. Type of acid
12. Popular 1980s Cher film
13. Outdoor enthusiasts’ tools
21. Chinese city
23. “Star Wars" character Solo
25. The billin a restaurant
26. Old, ugly witch
27. Burn with a hot liquid
28. To claim or demand
29."A Doll's House" playwright
32. Involuntary muscular
contraction
33. Pea stems (British)
34. Double or multiple fold
36.No longeris
37. Lakers' crosstown rivals (abbr.)
38.S. American plant cultivated
in Peru
40. Cloth or fabric
41. Flanks
43. Disfigure
44. Angry
46. Baltic coast peninsula
47. Large, flightless birds
49. Plants of the lily family
50. Medieval Norwegian language
57. Polio vaccine developer
52. Not soft
53. Exchange rate
54. Voice (Italian)
57. Baseball’s Ruth
58. Famed guitarist Clapton
59. Take a chance
61. Wife
62. Elaborate handshake

Here's how a sudoku
puzzle works:

Sudoku puzzles are
formatted as a 9x9 9
grid, broken down

into nine 3x3 boxes.
To solve a sudoku 2

N
N
((o]

every row, every
column and every
box must contain the

numbers 1 through
9. Each number must 8

appear only once in
each row, column and
box. Figure out where

to fill in the missing
numbers by using

the numeric clues
already provided in
the boxes. The more

numbers that are
filled in, the easier it

gets to solve .

Level: Intermediate

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

The Reporter, December 7, 2022 — Page 11

7 8 9 10 |11 12 |13

14

16

RCHS has Holiday Gifts for Everyone

Do you have animal lovers and supporters of the Rutland County Humane Society (RCHS) on your gift list this holiday season? If so,
RCHS has lots of items that will make purrrfect gifts for everyone on your list! Our stylish and cozy knit pom beanies will let people
know you support RCHS, while keeping you warm this winter, and our 30 oz tumblers are a great way to keep your coffee hot or your
water cold while you're out and about. We also have our 2023 RCHS “Pet Mania” calendars. With over 75 pictures of adorable pets,
including dogs, cats and rabbits, it's perfect for family and friends! We have a variety of colors of RCHS leashes, or frisbees for your
furry friends to chase out in the snow! Stop by the Shelter and do some shopping, or check out our gift shop online at rchsvt.org.
For more information, please call the Shelter at 802.483.6700.

1 COULD BE THE NEW FRIEND YOU'VE BEEN LOOKING FOR!

onh Your Shopping List!

the herding breed as he will be your shadow and be at your feet wherever you go. We feel he would do best in a
home without cats as he does not seem to like them.

MEET MAC - 2-YEAR-OLD. NEUTERED MALE. BORDER COLLIE MIX. BLACK WITH WHITE.

Mac is a very sweet boy who has a lot of love to give. Mac arrived at RCHS on May 19 from
a busy shelter down south. He has since been living in foster as he was being treated for
Heartworm. Now he is heartworm free and ready to go home! Since he has been living in a home
environment, we have been able to learn a lot about him. The first thing you will notice is that he
recently received a haircut. So, when it grows back out, you will see his gorgeous border collie
coat, which he should keep as it is intended to keep him cool in the summer, and warm in the
winter. Mac will need an active family, but he has a very chill personality for his breed. He absolutely
LOVES attention! One thing the foster has noticed is he really is not a fan of being alone. He would be
a good fit for someone who will be home most days, or able to take him along during the day. He is true to

MEET SKYLAR - ¢-MONTH-OLD. NEUTERED MALE. DOMESTIC SHORT HAIR. BLACK & WHITE.

If you are looking for an energetic ball of energy, please consider checking out our kittens. They are

goofy and playful and ready to keep you entertained. They have all been spayed/neutered, and have
L|9|8]€|S|6)c|b]V received their age-appropriate vaccines. It will be important to get them into your vet shortly after
Sle(c|v|(9|H]8|L|6 adoption to ensure they stay up to date on their vaccines. They are all using the litter box well at the
vltlelzlglzlolels shelter. They play with toys and their friends’ tails! They enjoy being handled and are anxious to find
=Tclzlrlcelslelvlo their forever homes.
6|v|€]S|2|9]L]|8]|} UTLAN UNTY
L1819]16[7]|2]S5|2[€ R D Co
SRR EREOEE HUMANE SOCIETY
slels]o]]v]e]6]2 805;;:8:{56;235':VDWW?%SF\QTF;(SRG ADOPTION CENTER OPEN
9|L|v|c|6]|€]+]|S]|8 a BY APPOINTMENT ONLY.
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Adult Fiction

“"None of This Would
Have Happened If Prince
Were Alive”
by Carolyn Prusa

Ramona has a terrible boss, a
temperamental  potty-training
toddler, a critical mom, a
neighborhood kid, a guinea pig,
a cheating husband and more,
taking up mental space and her
sanity as a Category Four hurri-
cane hits the shores of Georgia.

"A World of Curiosities”
by Louise Penny

(Chief Inspector Gamache
Novel, 18) Spring has returned
to Three Pines. The reappear-
ance of siblings, orphaned
when their mother was mur-
dered many years ago brings
up old wounds, secrets, puzzles,
hidden messages and more.
The Inspectors Gamache and
Beauvior must solve the con-
nection between them and the
discovery of a disturbing letter
written by a stone mason 160
years ago.

Did you know?

Our Silent Auction
runs from 12/6 - 12/17
and will be open during
library hours! Bidding
closes at 12 noon on
12/16.

\ /

“The Whittiers”
by Danielle Steele

The death of their parents
brings six siblings home to
figure out how to move forward.
The oldest, Lyle, has reached a
breaking point in his marriage.
Gloria’s big job on Wall Street
has kept her single (and cynical).
The twins, Caroline and Charlie,
moved out long ago to start
a fashion business that's now
faltering. Benjie, with special
needs, is hit hard by the loss
of his parents and needs his
siblings’ help. Annabelle, the
youngest, drops out of college
and starts to spin out of control.
As the oldest Four come togeth-
er to support the two youngest,
selling the house, along with

all the memories that live in its
walls, feels like yet another dev-
astating loss. Could there be
another way, as unconventional
as it seems? A story of love, loss,
and the bonds of family.

"The Twist of a Knife”
by Anthony Horowitz
Horowitz becomes the prime
suspect in a murder investiga-
tion—and only one man can
prove his innocence: his newly
estranged partner in solving
crime, Detective Hawthorne.
Anthony’s new play, Mindgame,
is about to open at the Vaude-
ville Theater in London’s West
End. Hawthorne declines a
ticket to the opening night. The
play is savagely panned by the
critics, one of whom is found
the next day stabbed in the

heart with an ornamental dag-

ger which turns out to belong

to Anthony, and has his finger-

prints all over it. Thrown into
prison and fearing for both his
personal future and his writing
career he realizes that only one
man can help him.

But will Hawthorne take the
call?

. SPREAD THE WORD!
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Have an event to add to our calendgr?

o \’.i

ARIES March 21-April 20

Aries, no matter how much you try to tiﬁ
the odds in your favor, this week is muc
more about the luck of the draw. Keep a
positive outlook and things may turn out
in your favor.

TAURUS April 21-May 21

Taurus, if winter's chill is getting you
down, you may want to plan a getaway
to somewhere warmer. That may be just
what you need to recharge.

GEMINI May 22-June 21
The two sides of your personality are
lately at odds with one another, Gemini.
You have to make an important decision,
so seek out a friend for advice.

CANCER June 22-July 22

Cancer, you lean toward an optimistic
view on most things, but it is alright to be
realistic at some points along the way, or
even slightly skeptical. Balance is key.

LEO July 23-Aug. 23

Leo, if you are feeling under the weather
this week, you will have to put on a smile
and push through. It is the holidays,
after all. Seek as much help as others can
muster.

VIRGO Aug. 24-Sept. 22

Virgo, you are on borrowed time regard-
ing your finances. Take a careful look
at your budget this week and make the
tweaks necessary to stay afloat if income
wanes

LIBRA Sept. 23-Oct. 23

A companion animal in your life needs
some attention, Libra. There may be some
vet bills to contend with, but luckily you
can handle that without much issue.

SCORPIO Oct. 24-Nov. 22

The activity you have been turning to

Erovide mental stimulation just may not
e cutting it any longer. Start to explore

some other options and see if there may

be a better fit, Scorpio.

SAGITTARIUS Nov. 23-Dec. 21

A health issue that has been getting
the better of you for some time will be
resolved in the days to come, Sagittarius.
It'll be birthday good news. Start celebrat-

ing.

WEEKLY HOROSCOPE

CAPRICORN Dec. 22-Jan. 20
Capricorn, after a tumultuous few weeks,
things in your life finally settle down. Em-
brace the opportunity to rest and do not
take on any new projects until next year.

AQUARIUS Jan. 21-Feb. 18

Aquarius, things may not be going

completely according to plan on the

professional front. But at home you have

gotten into a solid groove. Use this win to
00st your mood.

PISCES Feb. 19-March 20

There is much more to a situation than
meets the eye, Pisces. Delve deeper to
learn about a person’s true motivation.

XA

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS

Dec.8 Raheem Sterling,

soccer player (26)

Judi Dench, actor (86)

Ada Lovelace,
mathematician (d)

Rita Moreno, Actor (91)
Dickey Betts, guitarist (79)
Taylor Swift,
sinﬂer-songwriter (33)
Tycho Brahe, astronomer (d)

Dec.9
Dec.10

Dec. 11
Dec. 12
Dec.13

Dec. 14

BRANDON — In quiet week,
Brandon Police had a few domestic
and vehicular incidents to address.

On Nov. 30, officers responded
to River Street for a domestic dis-
turbance between a husband and
wife over allegations of infidelity.
Officers were able to de-escalate
the situation between the two par-
ties and left the residence without
further action at that time.

The following day a suspicious
male was reported as having chased
a couple of teenagers near Furnace
Road asking them to “kill him.” Of-
ficers searched the Forest Dale area,
but the male had left and was last
seen heading in the direction of the
Goshen

Vermont State Police-New Hav-
en requested assistance on Dec. 2 in
locating a suspect that needed to be
cited for a petit larceny case out of
Addison County. The suspect was
reported to be in the Grove Street
area walking towards the Leicester
town line. The area was searched,
but the individual in question was
not located.

Just after 7 p.m. the same day
police responded to a report of an
operator of a motor vehicle that had
been stopped around McConnell
and Basin Roads for an extended
period of time and had not moved.
The responding officers located
the driver, unconscious behind the
wheel of the running vehicle. The
officers checked on the male, who
appeared to be under the influence.
He was determined to have a crimi-
nally suspended driver’s license and
was later taken into custody. Police
began an investigation of the inci-
dent, and additional criminal charg-
es may be sought later.

The following afternoon police
obtained a warrant to search a ve-
hicle seized from an incident ear-
lier on McConnell Road near Basin
Road. When searched, drugs were
found in the car. Police are investi-
gating further.

The same day officers were called
to a domestic disturbance on River
Street. Police determined it to be the
same ongoing issue with the same
individuals and that the subjects had
been drinking. The involved parties
were spoken with at-length about
their options moving forward. No
criminal violations occurred.

In other police activity, Brandon
Police:

ON NOV. 28

* Patrolled the area around
Conant Square, Champlain Street
and Grove Street in response to a
recent robbery in the area. No suspi-
cious activity observed.

ON NOWV. 29

* Provided traffic control on
Park and Marble Streets for a fu-
neral service procession.

» Took fingerprints for nursing
licenses.

* Received a report of what

. BPD fields domestic calls

Brandon

Police Report

sounded like gunshots around Cen-
ter Street near Walgreens.
ON NOV. 30

* Assisted a resident who came
into the station requesting a copy of
an incident that occurred over the
weekend.

 Took fingerprints for nursing
license and coaching position.

» Responded to a 2-vehicle mo-
tor vehicle accident on Park Street
where one operator suffered a minor
injury.

* Received a complaint of some-
one receiving threatening text mes-
sages.

* Responded to a domestic dis-
turbance on River Street.

ON DEC. 1

* Served subpoenas at the re-
quest of the Rutland County State’s
Attorney’s Office at a residence on
Birch Hill Road.

» Took fingerprints for school
employment.

* Searched for a suspicious per-
son in Forest Dale.

* Assisted - a resident living on
Mulcahy Drive with questions re-
garding Relief from Abuse Orders.

* Advised a citizen on how to
apply for a no stalking order.

ON DEC. 2

* Conducted a background in-
vestigation.

o Assisted staff at the Barn Op-
era House on Pearl Street in devel-
oping a security policy.

* Assisted Vermont State police
in locating a petit larceny suspect.

* Responded to a complaint of
a vehicle blocking a business en-
trance on Center Street.

* Responded to a DUI on
McConnell Road/Basin Road.

ON DEC. 3

* Searched a vehicle seized from
an earlier incident McConnell Road
near Basin Road.

* Made traffic stops on Cham-
plain Street for speeding and on
Forest Dale Road for crossing over
the center line, nearly striking an of-
ficer’s cruiser. Two tickets were is-
sued.

* Responded to a false alarm ac-
tivation on Pearl Street.

* Notified a member of the com-
munity on E. Tinmouth Road that
their relative from Clarendon had
died earlier in the day.

* Responded to a domestic dis-
turbance on River Street.

ON DEC. 4

+ Patrolled Pearl Street near
Barn Opera House at the request by
of the facility director.

* Enforced speed limit on Grove
Street and issued one warning.

* Made separate traffic stop on
Grove Street for speeding and is-
sued a ticket.



RNESU meeting

(Continued from Page 1)
2.28% of total spending.

In general, the proposed bud-
get sees no program changes
for district-wide curriculum; no
changes in the technology de-
partment; no proposed staffing
changes for the board or super-
intendent offices; in the business
office the district added an assis-
tant business manager/financial
analyst and eliminated a shared
position; and under Special Ser-
vices added an executive assis-
tant and adjusted programs to
meet student needs.

BOARD SEATS OPEN

In other RNESU board news,
the board will hold a special
joint meeting with the OVUU
board on Wednesday, Dec. 7 at
6 p.m. at the OVUHS library to
ratify a paraeducator/bus driver

master salary agreement that was
recently negotiated. A regular
OVUU board meeting will start
at 6:20 p.m. following the joint
special meeting. Budget review
and board openings are among
the items to be discussed.

The RNESU board will meet
on Wednesday, Dec. 14 at 5 p.m.
at the RNESU central office, and
online, to continue discussions
on the proposed FY24 budget.

The following OVUUSU
board seats are up for election at
Town Meeting this coming year:

¢ Brandon, one seat now held
by Kevin Thornton.

* Goshen, one year remaining
of a three-year term.

 Leicester, one seat now held
by Jennifer Mallory.

* Pittsford seat, now held by
Brett Mullin, two years remain-

Reporter board

ing of a three-year term.

o At-large, two seats now
held by Devon Fuller and Jer-
emy Gildrien; candidates can
be from any OVUUSD towns
— Brandon, Goshen, Leicester,
Pittsford, Sudbury and Whiting.

* The Barstow Unified Union
School District has one at large
seat open.

All seats are for three-year
terms unless otherwise noted.
Petitions are available at each
town clerk’s office and at the
RNESU office at 49 Court Drive
in Brandon. Completed peti-
tions, along with a signed con-
sent of candidate form, are due
to the town clerk’s office by Jan.
30, 2023.

(Continued from Page 1)
had been profitable all the years he
has operated it, the bigger challenge
he said was filling key positions.

“The biggest challenge facing
The Reporter,” Lynn said, “was
the shortage of labor, and the lack
of housing” — problems that many
other businesses throughout the
state and region are also facing since
the pandemic started in the spring of
2020. That problem, however, can
be temporarily solved if interested
community members step forward
to volunteer for the nonprofit this
first year.

Other than the communities’
support through subscriptions and
getting businesses to advertise, he
said community members could
help by agreeing to report on spe-
cific aspects of community life that
they are involved with. In newspa-
per lingo, such positions would be
referred to as “beat reporters,” such
as a reporter who covered sports, or
agriculture, or the schools. A person
might volunteer to write, for in-
stance, occasional reports on the lo-
cal 4-H club, or Rotary, or the events
of alocal library, or a bi-weekly col-
umn on what was happening at their
local elementary school.

The Reporter would still hire
reporters to cover the town select-
board and school boards, along
with some feature stories and seri-
ous issues facing the community, he
said, but all the other smaller things
of importance could be covered by
community members.

The Addison Independent, he
said, will continue to provide some
third-party services (front office,
some sales and distribution) to as-
sist The Reporter in its early years
of operation or until they are not
needed.

He said the normal operation
of the newspaper by the nonprofit
would allow the newspaper to be-
come sustainable, but that mod-
est donations and higher revenue
from subscribers would be two-legs
of the three-legged revenue stool
needed to build a thriving paper to
serve the area’s needs.

At the newspaper’s previous peak
(roughly 2015-2017), Lynn said,
the business hired three full-time
employees (Lee Kahrs as editor,
Alyssa Zohlman as business man-
ager/advertising sales, and Stepha-
nie Manning as the graphics de-
signer.) To get back to that peak, he
said afterward, would only require
local businesses to once again ad-
vertise regularly in the paper and to
encourage area readers to contribute
by buying a year-long subscription
with a little added on for those who
could afford it.

A PAPER FOR EVERYONE

Steven Jupiter emphasized that
while the current board was only
composed of three people, all from
Brandon, the intent was to broaden
the scope and depth of the board to
include Proctor, Pittsford, Leicester,
Goshen, Sudbury, Whiting and the
other communities that have histori-
cally been covered by the paper.

“We started with three board
members, people who I know, be-
cause that’s the minimum you need
to form a nonprofit board,” he said,
“but our intent is to have represen-
tation on the board from each town
and possibly from each major area
of interest the paper covers.”

“We want this paper to represent
the entire communities we cover,”
he said, “and not just be a paper
that caters to a few of us. We want
a diverse board, representing young
people as well as older, and people

who represent the cultural diversity
of our communities.”

Jupiter encouraged people with
an interest in seeing The Reporter
be a strong newspaper reflecting the
local culture to step forward with
ideas of how to make the paper bet-
ter and help make that happen.

Dr. George Fjeld, who recently
retired, explained that the role of
the board would be initially to act
as publisher, set the goals, make
sure the paper complied with jour-
nalistic norms, insured financial
stability, and handle the staffing of
the paper. Money to publish The
Reporter, he said, would come from
subscriptions, newsstand sales, ad-
vertising, donations, and grants.

Jupiter added that the board
planned on expanding both the vol-
ume and interests in the newspaper
by adding gardening, hunting and
fishing, cooking, agricultural, con-
servation, nature, volunteer spot-
light, military news, and other mat-
ters of interest.

He emphasized that a community
newspaper needs to be “all about a
community” and asked townspeo-
ple get in touch with him regarding
story ideas at sjupiter@brandonre-
porter.com. He reiterated that the
board “hopes to make The Reporter
more personal and community-
oriented again” by inviting town
residents to contribute community
news — including weddings, births
and anniversary announcements
— plus any events that they might
be putting on. “In other words,” he
said, “to make it a real mirror of the
community.”

An advertisement on page 15 of
today’s Reporter provides a way to
get in touch with each board mem-
ber and ideas on how individuals
can be involved.
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REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE
247-3449

'BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

Impressive 2-story commercial building with 6,614 sq. ft. This meticulously
maintained building was entirely renovated in 2007. Features a spacious
commercial kitchen, office space, conference room, and a yoga/pilates
room. All rooms are large and bright with ample lighting and natural light.
The building is well insulated, with a state-of-the-art heating system with
radiant heat and 3 separate Buderus Logamax furnaces. ADA compliant
with a lift/elevator, 4 restrooms, ample paved parking, 3-bay garage and
a spacious back yard. There are a multitude of potential uses for this
building. Located in Historic Brandon Village.
A great investment opportunity offered at

Marty @RoweRealEstate.com

$425,000

802-247-3449

RoweRealEstate.com

Building lot with barn
for sale in Leicester Vt.

Th|s isa 2 12 acre level building lot with a new installed 3 bedroom complete
septicsystem,drilled well and a 200 amp underground electrical system
installed in the existing 28x40 garage onssite.

This property address is 1025 Lake Dunmore Road Leicester
and is 3.3 miles from Branbury State Park.

No sellers restrictions on the lot. The price is $139,900.00 for cash
or pre-qualified buyers. a $10,000.00 off sale price
isavailable ifitcanbe closed in2022.

Please call 802-352-6678 and leave your information. Jonathan Blake
Property Management/Contractor Services /Dock Systems

Views At All Tlmes

WhittakerRealEstate.com 802-247-6633

(802)236-9076(T) (802)236-9075(C)
Tom@WhittakerRealEstate.com
Top of the Hill, Brandon, VT

BRANDON: Mt. Pleasant Building Lots
Plan for tomorrow by securing your future home site
now. 16 lots ready for your new ‘energy efficient’
home. 3/4 to 1 Ax with all utilities & enjoying
gorgeous mountain & pastoral views. Located in the
quaint village of Brandon with art galleries, shops,
shopping & professional services. Convenient to
Middlebury & Rutland & 45 min. +/- to Killington,
Pico & Middlebury Snow Bowl. Ski, hike, bike &
enjoy nearby lakes. Owner/Broker/DeveIoper
Prices starting at $4 . Top view to West.
Bottom view to East.

**2023 Calendars are here.
Stop at 14 Mt. Pleasant Dr. or
give a call and we'll deliver.
Merry Christmas!

————— CHECK OUT OUR LISTINGS ONLINE ———
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Get your business noticed! ONLY $10/week!

Accounting Accounting

°
B u SI n ess LAURIE L. BERTRAND Wt Sharon L. Stearns, CPA, PLLC

Accounting, Tax & Consulting Services
Certified Public Accountant

o
Individuals, | Bookkeeping | Tax Planning
& Bookkeeping & Payroll Services a\ 7 Small Business Payroll & Tax Return

o Individual & Corporate Tax Preparation |2 & Non Profits | Quickbooks 2 pa i
D I re C.tO r Experience You Can Count On / ﬁ P. O. Box 22, 900 Pearl Street, Brandon, VT 05733
4 Carver Street, Brandon * By Appt. Only f sharon@stearnscpa.com ® www.stearnscpa.com
465-8362 + fax 465-8438 A7) (802) 247-8300 ¢ By Appt. Only

Archery Supplies Auto Body Shop Auto Repair

|\ Tom Mohan’s Archery Certified Collision Experts Hometown Service from
Used Bows Available. Your Hometown Dealers!

) ] All Makes and Models
All Archery Supplies, arrows, - Ay Working with all Factory-Trained Technicians

releases and broadheads. Certified Technicians Insurance companies Servicing all makes and models G

New Bows are in! (802) 388-9961 . G Stone Motors Stone
Mon-Fri 8am-5pm 36 Boardman St., Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram
6 N. Railroad Ave., 2196 Rt 7 South, Middlebury 2149 Rt 7 So.,Middlebury
Brandon, VT Middlebury ==y s © (802) 388-6718 (802) 388-9961
802-247-3463 stonecdjr.com gstonemotors.com stonecdjr.com

EXxcavating Hair Salon Home Care
-
@

1963 —— Celebrating Over 50 Years —— 2022

. S SHEILAS || ||Wintergreen pmmsi
arkowSkl /%‘\\ H Al o Private Rooms
N e NN

R S Y| NG Residential Care Home N Cvarvioned
/ . verviewe
EXCHV@ﬂﬂg, nc. ) erviewe

~ - < Level Il « ERC Care » State Licensed
RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL « INDUSTRIAL Cuts, Colors, Wash & 's‘gt‘s v Keep Your Loved Ones Close to Home IR Havteters

o Exceptional Staff
DozersT Excsa\(iitcc);rs. Hleasvy I;auling. Men, Women & Children §\r- Please call for info 802-247-5987 Management
Op 901 Lravel. sand. Walk-Ins Welcome . N et 560 New o o Dty A
P.O. Box 69 Florence, VT 05744 o N

: 8 e NN Brandon, VT o Transportation &
Phone: (802) 483-6469 Fax: (802) 483-6978 Acceptlng New Client3 \ N e Hos ,'}Ze Care Provided
3 Franklin St. | Brandon, VT | 802-247-6829 Owners, Mary and Mike Jensen !

Massage Photography & Gifts Restoration

. Simply Jules & JK Photography Disaster Recover S Inc.
g@%ﬁféﬁéﬁé i “A unique kind of Gift Shop” Y
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Good neighbors

(Continued from Page 6)
profit and nonprofit communities
when they contribute to decarcera-
tion and lower recidivism rates as
with many on-the-job training and
internships.

Vermont’s nonprofit sector 1is
rich with educational and social
opportunities inside prisons such
as Writing Inside, Children’s Lit-
eracy Foundation(CLIF), Liberal
Arts In Prison(LAPP), Mercy Con-
nections Mentoring,  Step Out
VT, and Community College of
Vermont(CCV) classes. All are vi-
brant examples of productive col-
laborations between the nonprofit
sector and a government institution.

As Vermont poet Robert Frost
famously said in his poem Mend-
ing Wall, “good fences make good
neighbors.”

If we are to preserve and support
the different goals of our three sec-
tors — business, mission and gov-
ernment — we must be clear about

the boundaries of each. We must
regulate and appropriately tax the
business sector to support govern-
ment institutions. We must be clear
about what’s business and what’s a
nonprofit mission-driven enterprise.
And we must establish clear bound-
aries.

To that end, I would propose in
the upcoming biennium that the
Vermont legislature pass the follow-
ing law:

"Act XXX shall prohibit private-
equity investments in Vermont’s
mission-driven, nonprofit health-
care, journalism, and corrections
enterprises Nothing in the law shall
be construed to restrict the busi-
ness community’s program-related
foundation grants, partnerships, or
philanthropy."

Note: Bill Schubart is an entre-
preneur, philanthropist and frequent
columnist for Vermont newspapers.

Classifieds

HELP NEEDED

HOME CARE PROVIDER - needed for elderly independent individual
with special needs. Care for the individual in your home. Per Diem Respite
Position in Brandon - Weekly/weekend hours available. Flexible employer.
Competitive hourly rates. Call for more information, 802-398-5657 or

respite2022@yahoo.com.

FOR RENT

12'x 24' STORAGE SPACES - in Brandon. Call 802-349-4212

Best Places to Work?
Apply Today!

We have immediate needs for:

Sanitation Team

Want to Join an Award-Winning

Rhino Foods is an open hire employer,
meaning that we don’t conduct lengthy

drug screens, background checks* and
recognize your future, not dwell on your past!

3rd Shift Production is Hiring--Shift Premium Pay

Make delicious dough, work with cool people! This shift takes
place from 10:40PM-7AM and you’ll learn the various steps to
make delicious products, including mixing, depositing, baking,
assembling, and packaging. Join us today and start your career at
one of the fastest growing companies in Vermont.

This important team helps Rhino to shine! This is a 2nd shift
position; shift hours are 2:30PM-10:30PM. In this role, you’ll
be trained on following established sanitation standards
and procedures including use of chemicals, hot water, heavy
equipment and equipment assembly.

Rhino offers weekly pay, bonuses, and benefits to support you
and your family. Please see more on these openings on our career
page at rhinofoods.com/about-rhino-foods/jobs-and-careers.

*Rhino Foods does run sex offender checks on all employees

Mambo ya kupendeza, yamefanyika viguri

Comida bien hecha y bien sabrosa  Waxyaalaha macan, oo sax ah

Ukusne stvari, uéinjeno u redu

= calias a:ﬁg:ﬂ ¢t,’h:\

YUNDIVY NAALAQNGTDY Des choses délicieuses, bien faifes
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Vermont Democrats

(Continued from Page 5)
tion and Vermont Community
Affairs. She has also served as
Commissioner for the Fletcher
Free Library, Vice Chair of the
Health Care Oversight Com-
mittee, and Chair of the Ver-
mont Poverty Council. Krow-
inski also served as Executive
Director of Emerge Vermont,
an organization that recruits,
trains and provides a network
for Democratic women who
want to run for office.

Rep. Emily Long of New-
fane grew up in Vermont on a
small farm and helped operate
a family art business for more
than 40 years. A passionate sup-
porter of public education, she
has served since 1994 on local
school boards. She was a long-
time member and president of
the Vermont School Boards As-
sociation and a member of the
board of directors of the Ver-
mont School Boards Insurance

Trust. Long was elected to the
Vermont House in 2014.

Rep. Kathleen James of Man-
chester was first elected to the
House in 2018 and has served
on the Education Committee
since then. In 2020, she was
appointed to the Select Com-
mittee on the Future of Public
Higher Education in Vermont.
The following year, she worked
on a legislative task force fo-
cused on updating Vermont’s
education finance system. She’s
a 2022 Toll Fellow (Council of
State Governments) and joined
the Democratic leadership team
in December 2021 as Assistant
Majority Leader (Communica-
tions).

Rep. Will Notte of Rutland
City was first elected to the
House in 2018 and has served
on the Judiciary Committee
since joining the legislature. In
2020 he was appointed to the
Judicial Retention Committee.

He also serves on the Rutland
Free Library Board of Trustees.
He previously served eleven
years on the Rutland City Board
of Aldermen, including two
years as president, and served
seven years on the Rutland Re-
development Authority.

Rep. Jana Brown of Rich-
mond grew up in rural Rutland
County and has devoted her
professional career to state
government and the nonprofit
sector. She served for seven
years as an Assistant Attorney
General in two different states
and since 2014 has worked
for a literacy nonprofit serving
communities throughout Ver-
mont and New Hampshire. She
is currently a member of the
Richmond Free Library board
of trustees. She was elected to
her first term in 2020 and sits
on the House Education Com-
mittee.

We’re transitioning
to a nonprofit newspapetr.

Here’s how YOU can get involved!

e  While we will hire a reporter to cover hard news, we’ll need “community
correspondents” to also cover clubs and organizations (Lions, 4-H, Rotary,
American Legion and others), as well as town news for each community and
elementary school news (PTA meetings, social outings and the like.)

e  We’ll need interested parents and others to cover some of the school’s
sports teams. So if you're a parent who attends most of a team’s games,
we’re eager to train you to write brief game summations and take a few
pictures. We’ll still strive to cover home varsity sports, when we can, but
extra hands will provide that much better news coverage.

e  Photos: if you’re a good photographer with a single-reflex lens camera,
perhaps with a telephoto lens, we’re always looking for good scenics, sports
and other special event coverage.

e Subscribe and advertise: If you’re a business, please contact us for
advertising and we’ll be there asap to help you market your business to The
Reporter’s readers in seven area towns. If you’re an area resident, please
subscribe by going to www.brandonreporter.com or call 802-247-8080.

Contact us are the following emails:
Steven Jupiter: sjupiter@brandonreporter.com
George Fjeld: GCFjeld@gmail.com
Barbara Ebling: bebling2s@gmail.com

"REPORTER

Brandon ® Pittsford ® Proctor ® West Rutland
Lake Dunmore, Letcester, Whiting, Sudbury, Goshen
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SEASON SPONSORS:

VELES FEHT Ml $IANEU

GOLD SPONSORS:

Rutland Regional -/ Il Heritage Famil
I::hMedicalcgnter @7& rzlog c“.)% umwy

StewantS Shops
DAKE FAMILY

Virl:llal Auction BIDDING OPEN THROUGH

TO BENEFIT THE PARAMOUNT THEATRE

PARAMOUNT'S

~——12/15 @ 9PM at

RS baramountvt.org

SATURDAY, JANUARY 14 | 8:00 PM

From The Hit TV Show On ! Entertainment

g

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 13

FRIDAY, JANUARY 20 | 7:30 PM

SOWETO GOSPEL CHOIR:

Hope - It's Been A Long
Time Coming

Tuesday, December 13 | 7:30 PM

PINK FLOYD LASER

SPECTACULAR
Saturday, January 14 | 8:00 PM

America’s Top Psychic Medium

MATT FRASER
Friday, January 20 | 7:30 PM

BRIAN GLOWACKI
Live comedy taping!
Saturday, January 21 | 7:00 PM

MAGIC ROCKS!

lllusionist Leon Etienne
Friday, January 27 | 7:30 PM

KEB’' MO’
Wednesday, February 15 | 7:30 PM

NATALIE MACMASTER

& DONNELL LEAHY
Sunday, February 19 | 7:00 PM

BORED TEACHERS
Monday, February 20 | 7:30 PM

THE MARSHALL

TUCKER BAND
Friday, February 24 | 8:00 PM

MENOPAUSE

THE MUSICAL
Saturday, March 18 | 2 & 7 PM

THE PEKING ACROBATS®

Featuring The Shanghai Circus
Friday, March 31 | 7:30 PM

PARAMOUNT

BUY YOUR
TICKETS AT:

30 CENTER ST.
RUTLAND, VT
802.775.0903

Tfere sfeows added every month!

DISNEY’S WINNIE THE

POOH: THE MUSICAL
Wednesday, April 5 | 6:30 PM

GIRL NAMED TOM
Thursday, April 13 | 7:30 PM

TERRY FATOR
Thursday, April 20 | 7:30 PM

WHOSE LIVE ANYWAY?

Feat. Ryan Stiles, Greg Proops,
Jeff B. Davis & Joel Murray
Friday, April 21 | 7:30 PM

TUSK: ULTIMATE
FLEETWOOD MAC

EXPERIENCE
Saturday, April 22 | 7:30 PM

Met Opera

Kevin Puts / Libretto By Greg Pierce
Saturday, December 17, 12:55 PM Encore

Giordano
Sunday, January 15, 12:55 PM Encore

Wagner
Sunday, March 19, 12 PM Encore

Verdi
Saturday, April 1, 12:30 PM

Strauss

Saturday, April 15, 12 PM

Terence Blanchard / Libretto By Michael Cristofer
Sunday, April 30, 12:55 PM Encore

Mozart
Sunday, May 21, 12:55 PM Encore

Mozart
Sunday, June 4, 12:55 PM Encore

Heriuge Family QNLINE BOX OFFICE




