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Richard Welch of Brandon arrested for impregnating 11-year-old child

OV FIELD HOCKEY

The Otters picked up two 
more big-time wins last week, 
including a 3–0 victory over the 
Middlebury Tigers on Thursday.

PG. 11

BRANDON HAS TALENT SHOW

LEAF PEEPIN'

PEDAL TO THE SEA

The 8th annual Brandon Has 
Talent Show took place on Sat-
urday night in front of a packed-
house at Brandon Town Hall, 
featuring 23 of the most talented 
folks Brandon has to offer.

PG. 2

The majesty of Autumn was 
on full display last week, show-
ing why Vermont is the place to 
be this time of year.

PG. 21

Angus Chaney rode his bike 
from New York to Maine to raise 
money for Rutland County’s 
Homeless Prevention Center.

PG. 6

“THE LOWER FALLS of Lana” by Wyatt Waterman was one of many photographs on display at the 
Brandon Congressional Creative’s “Whom We Honor” art show on Saturday at the Brandon Inn.

BY MAT CLOUSER
BRANDON —  From its charter 

in 1761 until a legislative change 
in 1784, Brandon was known as 
the town of Neshobe in reference 
to the name given to the area by 
the Abenaki or Alnôbak (meaning 
‘real people’)—inhabitants of the 
area for thousands of years prior to 
the violent invasion of European 
colonialists who claimed the still 
unceded land as their own.

The word Neshobe has several 
meanings, one being “double wa-
ter” and another being “keeper of 
the ceremonial fire,” and its use in 
the area is thought to signify spiri-
tual importance. 

On Saturday, Oct. 8, members 
of the Brandon Congregational 
Creatives (BCC) — a group of 
artists from the Brandon Congre-
gational Church—sought to honor 
that spiritual importance—and 
the people to whom it belongs—
by way of an art show entitled, 
“Whom We Honor” which was 
held in the ballroom of the Bran-
don Inn.

 Today, indigenous people—
Abenaki or otherwise—make up 
just 0.4% of Vermont’s popula-
tion (according to 2020 census 
data) due primarily to centuries 
of attempted genocide—including 
state-run forced sterilization ef-
forts within the last 100 years—on 
the part of European colonists and 
the local and federal governments 
that arose thereafter.

“These indigenous people have 

Church art 
show scratches 
at painful past

(See Whom we honor, Page 8)

BY MAT CLOUSER
Brandon — 46-year-old Bran-

don resident Richard Welch was 
arraigned on charges of aggra-
vated sexual assault on a child 
after DNA evidence showed 
that he had fathered a child with 
a 12-year-old girl.

Welch pleaded not guilty 
in Rutland criminal court on 
Wednesday but faces a mini-
mum sentence of 10 years and 
a maximum of life if convicted 
and is being held without bail 
pending a weight of evidence 

trial. No date for that trial has 
yet been set.

According to court docu-
ments, the investigators from 
the Child First Advocacy Center 
(CFAC)in Rutland County were 
first made aware of the situation 
on August 16 after the Brandon 
Police Department was con-
tacted by the girl’s father stat-
ing that he had been sent pho-
tographs of his visibly-pregnant 
daughter in town. 

The father told police that 
he had been unable to see his 

daughter since May despite 
having 50/50 custody with her 
mother.

Upon investigation, BPD not-
ed that the child was “visibly” 
pregnant and that it appeared as 
if she was wearing a belly har-
ness to conceal the pregnancy. 
At that time, BPD officer Sgt. 
Murach advised the girl’s fam-
ily that they should seek medi-
cal advice and that a failure to 
do so could harm both the girl 
and her baby. Sgt. Murach also 
reported the case to the Depart-

ment of Children and Families 
(DCF).

 According to court docu-
ments, the child was confirmed 
to be approximately 38 weeks 
pregnant later that day and indi-
cated that she would have been 
11 years old at the time of con-
ception.

During subsequent CFAC in-
terview with the girl, records 
show her saying she was aware 
of the machinations of sexual 
intercourse by way of discus-

(See Richard Welch, Page 5)
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BY MAT CLOUSER
BRANDON — For the better 

part of a decade (with one year 
off due to COVID), the Brandon 
Has Talent Show has brought 
the best and brightest, cutest 
and funniest, loudest and quiet-
est, youngest and oldest, most 
adorable and most cacopho-
nous showstoppers in the 40-ish 

square-mile area together for a 
night of singing, dancing, gig-
gling, hula-hooping, and jubila-
tion.

This year’s edition—emceed, 
as always, by the charming ef-
fervescence and age-appropriate 
ribaldry of Dennis Marsden—
featured 17 performances and 
23 performers across two acts 

and two-plus hours of music and 
dance, plus two numbers from 
Vermont’s only jester—Emma 
Jeanne Hoops aka Brandon’s 
own Emma Page—all performed 
in front of one the biggest 
crowds in the Brandon Has Tal-
ent Show’s history.

This year’s event was spon-
sored by Hayes Pallets and Ron-
nie, Carolyn, and Rick Hayes 
and was brought to life via a 
crackerjack stage crew of Kathy 
Mathis (props and costumes); 
Will and Erica Mathis (light-
ing/tech); Deb Jennings, Mary 
Shields, Allison Devino, and 
Christi Koch (backstage crew). 

Allison Devino, Deb Jennings, 
Dennis Marsden, and Kathy 
Mathis all took part in hosting 
auditions for this year’s show 
which featured (in order of ap-
pearance); vocals from Chloe 
and Hillary Collier; vocals and 
ukulele from Calle and Matthew 
Gibbs; dance from Woody Lar-
away and Chase Pockette; piano 
from Jeanette Devino; vocals 
from Adeline White; vocals and 
ukulele from Josh Pockette and 
“friends” Chase and Blake Pock-
ette, Miranda Hayes, and Audrey 
Carrier; piano and vocals from 
Apple Laraway;  a flow arts per-
formance from Emma Page and 
friends Audrey Carrier, Chase 
and Blake Pockette; vocals from 
Audrey Carrier; dance from 

8th annual 'Brandon Has Talent 
Show' performs to a packed house

ADELINE WHITE PERFORMED “Home” from the musical Beetle-
juice.

TOP: DENNIS MARSDEN emceed the show in one of many cos-
tumes designed by Kathy Mathis;  Bottom: Emma Page (aka 
Emma Jean Hoops) closed the show with a dancing hula-hoop 
rendition of “Cruella De Vil.”(See Brandon talent, Page 3)

THE CAST OF the 8th annual 'Brandon Has Talent Show' took a curtain call on Saturday night.� Photos by Kevin White




