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GARDENING CORNER
Lyn Des Marais is back to
highlight the “triple crown of
summer beauties:” Hibiscus, Hy-
drangea, and Helenium.
PG. 24

SELECTBOARD NEWS:

PROCTOR
The Proctor Selectboard heard
from the Board of Sewage Com-
misioners about issues with a
sewage lagoon in need of repair-
ing.

PG. 3
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MARBLE MUSEUM

The Proctor Marble Museum
recently hosted a series of short
film screenings from its archive
that offer a glimpse into a time
gone by.
PG. 15

VAILLANCOURT TRIAL

A September trial date was set
for the former Rutland childcare
provider accused of murdering
Pittsford's Harper Rose Briar.

PG. 22

Slidin” out
of summer

school calendars.

SCORES OF KIDS enjoyed the last weekend of summer at Estabrook Park for the “Slide out
of Summer” event hosted by the Brandon Rec, the Allie Mae Foundation, and the Brandon
Area Toy Project. See page 8 for more photos, pages 9-11 for Back-to-School, and page 14 for

Photos by Mat Clouser

Brandon seeks
answers about
vacant SB seat

BY MAT CLOUSER

BRANDON —  Questions,
confusion, and allegations have
been swirling in Brandon follow-
ing the recent resignation of se-
lectboardsman Mike Markowski
and the process to find his re-
placement among three qualified
applicants—much of which may
come from a fundamental mis-
understanding of Open Meeting
Laws and selectboard procedure.

The board called for letters of
interest during their meeting on
August 8 while also noting that
the deadline for the letters would
be at the following meeting on
August 22. Shortly before that
meeting, the board announced that
it would also hold an executive
session where they would vote on
the candidates—a standard board
practice, in keeping with Vermont
Open Meeting Law.

Among the exceptions listed
for public bodies to hold an exec-
utive session under 1 VSA § 313
is section 3, which states:

“The appointment or employ-
ment or evaluation of a public
officer or employee, provided that
the public body shall make a final
decision to hire or appoint a pub-
lic officer or employee in an open
meeting and shall explain the rea-
sons for its final decision during
the open meeting.”

Of his own volition, Select-
board Chair Seth Hopkins con-
tacted The Reporter via email
following the executive session.

(See Brandon selectboard, Page 2)

Temporarily out of Brandon, the town must wait
and see what is to become of Shane Bartshe

BY MAT CLOUSER
BRANDON — For the last two
months, the town of Brandon has
been awash in fear and specula-
tion surrounding the actions and
safety of Shane Bartshe, a client
of Rutland Mental Health Services
(RMHS), who has had repeated
legal and mental-health-related in-
teractions with the Brandon Police
Department (BPD) and emergency

services, including the alleged sex-
ual assault of a caretaker at his resi-
dence (owned by RMHS) in 2019,
and the recent statement of his de-
sire to rape one of the Brandon Free
Public Library’s (BFPL) librarians.

The latter situation spawned
safety concerns for Brandon resi-
dents and BFPL staff alike and
caused a brief closure of BFPL due
to staffing shortages after the librar-

ian expressed apprehension about
returning to work until stricter secu-
rity measures could be put in place,
or Mr. Bartshe could be relocated.
The library re-opened on August 16
with a new security plan and a host
of volunteers charged with keep-
ing watch for Mr. Bartshe, who is
legally barred from BFPL and has
a restraining order from the afore-
mentioned librarian.

However, all that could change
soon, as it was revealed last week-
end that Bartshe—who was arrest-
ed on August 12 by BPD for dis-
orderly conduct after blocking the

(See Shane Bartshe, Page 21)
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(Continued from Page 1)

At that time, he wrote that the
board had been divided on their
vote 2-2 and that they would be
seeking guidance from the Sec-
retary of State’s office, given that
the board must have a minimum
of three votes to make a choice.

Following The Reporter s story
covering the August 10 select-
board meeting,

of the candidates had sufficient
support on the board at that time
to result in a majority vote in any
direction (three of the four mem-
bers).”

“All three candidates are peo-
ple of goodwill who would make
their own valuable contributions
to the selectboard,” he continued.
“The individual board members

are  weighing

there has been
some unrest in
the community,

“Is having a woman
on the board just

which contribu-
tions and which
person  would

particularly . . best serve the
surrounding something that will community. We
several Front not be allowed to take the respon-
Porch  Forum happen’ especially sibility seriously
(FPF)  posts, and respect
which included if they have the that rushing

questioning the
board’s per-
ceived lack of
transparency,

one?”

power to not select

—Marielle Blais

to a choice for
the sake of an
immediate ap-
pointment

the posting of

the letters of interest from two of
the three candidates, and a rebut-
tal from Mr. Hopkins as to some
of the accusations.

In a post on FPF from August
26, Brandon resident Mei Mei
Brown wrote, “I was disappoint-
ed, while reading the Reporter
today, that the conversation was
all handled in Executive Session.
The citizens of Brandon deserve
to know who has applied. The
board’s choice to discuss the ap-
plicants was appropriate in ex-
ecutive session—the failure to
disclose the names was not. What
do they not want us to know?”

In response to that post, Mr.
Hopkins wrote, “There is no ne-
farious “what do they not want us
to know.” There is only a genuine
desire to be human beings to one
another and to treat with grace
and respect the three people who
are offering to step up, two of
whom cannot be chosen. In busi-
ness, education, and democracy,
it is not unusual—while a selec-
tion process is underway—

that information be treated with
special care.”

In a follow-up email inquiry
by The Reporter, seeking to gain
access to the letters as well as
an update on the conferral with
the Secretary of State’s office,
Mr. Hopkins, shared the identity
of the three selectboard candi-
dates—also carrying forth their
blessing at being identified and
having their letters published (see
below for the letters in full)}—
mentioned that the board had not
yet received feedback from the
Secretary of State’s office, and
noted that a citizen of Brandon
had also requested the letters.

Speaking about the voting pro-
cess, Hopkins wrote the follow-
ing, “We were not ready to vote
Monday night. It was apparent to
us as we deliberated... that none

was not in the
board’s or the Town’s interest.”
That citizen mentioned by Hop-
kins, Claire Astone, subsequently
contacted The Reporter to say
that she had requested the letters
via the Freedom

All three candidates also
weighed in on the process. Ms.
Blais by email on August 29, Mr.
Ethier by phone on August 30,
and Ms. Reniche-Smith by phone
on August 29, with each candi-
date expressing some degree of
surprise at how the process had
played out.

“What did greatly surprise and
disappoint me was, first, that the
SB had intended to fill the va-
cancy without the public even
knowing who the three applicants
are, and, second, that the SB did
not seem to have a procedure in
place for breaking a tie. The SB
did attempt to address the first
of these shortcomings after the
fact,” wrote Blais.

“The SB has not violated public
meeting law,” she continued, “but
they have not been transparent.
How democratic is it for four SB
members to try to fill a vacancy on
a town board without even letting
voters know who the applicants
are? Brandon deserves better.”
Mr. Ethier said he was also
slightly surprised by the candi-

date’s  names

of Information

not being re-

act and to out-  “Al]l three candidates leased publicly.
line some of “I think the pro-
her concerns. M€ P€OP le Of good- cess has gone a
“I have great will who would little  different

concerns about
a lack of trans-

malke their own valu-
able contributions to

than I thought it
would,” he said.

parency,”  she ” “But [I think
wrote, “and the selectboard, we] should
what I would —Seth Hopkins, e patient and
deem as an at- Selectboard Chair  work  through
tempt, though it.”

a poor one, by For her part,

Seth Hopkins to excuse their
lack of process, which he posted
recently on Front Porch Forum
while blaming others.”

“I’m more than annoyed that
there was no transparency on
top of no interviewing process.
There was no rush needed. The
board had adequate notice from
Mike Markowski to be grown-
ups and professionals. Why rush
this?” she continued. “I don’t
think I have known anyone in my
lifetime to use a letter of interest
as the sole basis for hiring or fill-
ing a vacancy. Ever. So why?...
Is having a woman on the board
just something that will not be
allowed to happen, especially if
they have the power to not select
one?”

All three select board candi-
dates, Marielle Blais, Ralph Eth-
ier, and Cecil Reniche-Smith, in-
dependently noted that there had
been no interviews conducted
between the submission of their
letters and the board’s vote. How-
ever, Mr. Ethier did confirm that
all three had been offered inter-
views sometime before the next
vote, which will occur at the Sep-
tember 15 board meeting.

Reniche-Smith remained opti-
mistic. “I’'m hopeful that the on-
going process will be a little more
transparent,” she said.

The board will reconvene on
September 15 to make their vote.
As always, members of the public
are free to make public comment
in person or via zoom (a link can
be found online at Attps://www.
townofbrandon.com/town-com-
mittees/select-boardy)

The complete letters of interest
are printed below, in full, with the
approval of the Brandon Seelct-
board and each of the candidates:
MARIELLE BLAIS

Please accept my letter of ap-
plication to fill the current vacan-
cy on the Brandon Selectboard.

As you know, when I ran for se-
lectboard on Town Meeting 2022,
I'ran a close competitive race and
lost by only 70 votes, 396 to 466.
These results demonstrate that I
already have significant support
within the community.

My considerable professional
and volunteer experience will
facilitate my ability to work co-
operatively with the selectboard
members and residents.

Two years after [ bought a home

in Forest Dale in 2006, I began
teaching in the Rutland North-
east Supervisory Union, first at
Lothrop Elementary School and
later at Otter Valley Union Scholl,
from which I retired in 2020.

In my work as a speech-lan-
guage pathologist, I met many
local students and their families.
I volunteered in numerous ca-
pacities, including grant writing
which allowed Lothrop to install
a school garden, put up a green-
house, and build a composting
system large enough to handle
cafeteria food scraps.

I was also, and continue to be,
a union activist who held various
offices and participated in con-
tract negotiations and grievance
hearings.

As a retiree, I volunteer with
BRAVO, the Rutland County Hu-
mane Society, Compass Treasure
Chest, Four Winds Nature Insti-
tute, and the Vermont Speech,
Language, and Hearing Associa-
tion.

From numerous conversations,
I know women are eager to feel
more directly represented on the
selectboard. If appointed, I will
work hard and participate ac-
tively, both during and outside of
meetings.

Thank you for considering my
application.

Sincerely,
Marielle Blaise
Forest Dale resident and
taxpayer
RALPH ETHIER

I would like to be considered
for the open selectboard posi-
tion. As a longtime resident of
Brandon, this is where I have
grown up and raised my fam-
ily. I am also a property owner
and business owner in Bran-
don. Some of the experiences I
have gained over the years run-
ning my own business, as well
as other employment, are in pur-
chasing, managing employees,
processing payroll, and AP/AR.
I feel I would be an asset on the
selectboard.

Thank you
Ralph Ethier
56 Pearl Street
CECIL RENICHE-SMITH

I am writing to express my
interest in an appointment to the
newly opened seat on the Bran-
don Select Board. Since Brandon
became my new hometown in
2019, I have enjoyed becoming
a part of the thriving town com-
munity and would be honored to
offer my services to the town as a
Board member.

Although I am new to Bran-
don, my Vermont roots run deep.
I graduated from Vermont Law
School in 1996, and my mother
was a long-time resident of Beth-
el. Indeed, my mother’s years of

service to the Town of Bethel in a
volunteer capacity have inspired
me to emulate her wherever I
have found myself through the
years.

I came to Brandon from Or-
egon, where 1 practiced law for
many years (all the time trying
to figure out how to get back to
Vermont!). I visited many towns
while I decided where 1 wanted
to put down roots. I was drawn to
Brandon in part by my observa-
tions of the changes the town has
gone through in the last few years
and the efforts the community put
into those changes, all of which
demonstrated to me the deep love
the people of Brandon have for
this town; a love that I quickly
developed myself. 1 currently
work part-time at The Bookstore,
where | enjoy getting to meet
both town residents and visitors. I
also have a small (very small) pet
care business; you may have seen
me out running or walking with
my four-legged clients.

From a practical viewpoint, I
believe my past work and volun-
teer experience would be of value
to the town. From 2007 through
2019, I served as a Sr. Assistant
Attorney General in the Appellate
Division of the Oregon Depart-
ment of Justice, where I repre-
sented the state in complex civil
and administrative cases, among
other matters.

Prior to that, I was in private
practice as an insurance defense
attorney. My firm held the con-
tract for the Oregon City/County
Insurance Services, and I became
well acquainted with the con-
cerns of municipal governments.
Although I no longer practice
law, 1 believe that as a Board
member, my experience in those
areas would be of great benefit to
the town.

I am a firm believer in volun-
teerism, and the benefits volun-
teers bring to the community.
My own volunteer experience
has ranged from organizing book
drives to stock the libraries of the
Oregon correctional system to
leading a Technical Animal Res-
cue Team for the Oregon Humane
Society.

Here in Brandon, I have helped
with the physical aspects of set-
ting up the town dog park and
participated in clean-up days; I
recently adopted a town garden
plot and am looking forward to
adding my touch to the town’s
beauty. Brandon has a strong vol-
unteer tradition, and I would val-
ue the opportunity through Board
membership to nourish and grow
that tradition so that Brandon re-
mains a wonderful place to live
and visit.

Sincerely,
Cecil Reniche-Smith



Proctor selectboard looks to repair
sewage lagoon, hears several bids

BY STEVEN JUPITER

PROCTOR—The Proctor
selectboard opened its August
24 meeting with the Pledge of
Allegiance.

There were no guests or
public comments. It was noted
that the paving at Gibb and
Taylor Hill was going well;
crosswalks had been repainted
for the opening of school; the
Fall Festival would take place
on Wednesday, August 31 in
the park and would feature the
Green Brothers Band.

Town Manager Michael
Ramsey offered the Highway
Commission report. The fol-
lowing items were discussed:

* Traffic paint was obtained
and traffic cones were ordered;

* A solution was sought for a
rip in the lagoon liner;

* Bids solicited for new Tool-
cat with an estimated cost of
$70- $90,000 before trade in;

* The South Street sidewalk
is scheduled for completion in
Summer 2024;

* Bases for the Marble bridge
are complete and will be rein-
stalled when a mason is found;

e Culvert and ditch repair on
Florence Road are complete
with paving to be done in Sep-
tember.

The Board of Water Com-
missioners was convened and
the following items were dis-
cussed:

* A complaint about water
leaks in the basement of 61Park
Street was attributed to Con-
tract 6 water project; and the
Town Manager agreed to ad-
dress insurance claims;

The first bid for the Gorham
Bridge Road water project
came in at $50,000, which trig-
gered a closed bidding process.
The board passed a motion to
seek for bids by a 4-1 majority;

* The 10 homeowners with
the highest outstanding water
bills will be sent disconnect
notices.

* The Board of Sewage Com-
missioners was convened and
the following items were dis-
cussed:

* A sewage lagoon liner re-
quired a temporary patch while
permanent solution are sought;

* The cost to update SCA-

DA software is approximately
$30,000;

* ANR engineer inspected
the Willow Street project and
all remediation issues were re-
solved.

The selectboard was re-con-
vened and the following items
were discussed:

* The Town Manager offered
training to the new Zoning Ad-
ministrator;

* The search for an Assistant
Town Clerk/Treasurer is ongo-
ing;

 The Town Manager has
been invited to attend the Inter-
national Manager’s Summit in
Ohio (September 17 — 20) at no
cost to the town.

e Zion should close on the
Vermont  Marble Museum
building at 52 Main Street by
the end of the month.

e The community pool was
officially closed for the season.

The selectboard reviewed
and signed orders totaling
$62,400.98.

A Park & Ride grant applica-
tion will not be submitted.
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FEMA awards VT $29
million for COVID testing

BOSTON — The Federal
Emergency Management
Agency will be sending
nearly $29 million to the
state of Vermont to reim-
burse the costs of provid-
ing testing during the CO-
VID-19 pandemic.

The $28,732,217 Public
Assistance grant will go to
the Vermont Agency of Hu-
man Services for contracting
with Cambridge, Massachu-
setts-based CIC Health to set
up and operate community-
based testing sites statewide
between March and July
2022.

The grant covers the cost
of 562,824 tests already per-
formed and an additional
330,082 tests the state es-
timated it will need to pro-
vide.

The state had already re-
ceived a $14.3 million grant
toward these costs.

“FEMA is pleased to be
able to assist the state of Ver-
mont with these costs,” said

FEMA Region 1 Regional
Administrator Lori Ehrlich.
“Providing resources for our
partners on the front lines of
the pandemic fight is critical
to their success and our suc-
cess as a nation.”

FEMA’s Public  Assis-
tance program is an essen-
tial funding source for states
and communities recovering
from a federally declared di-
saster or emergency.

So far, FEMA has provid-
ed more than $390 million
in grants to Vermont to
reimburse the state for
pandemic-related expenses.

Additional  information
about FEMA’s Public As-
sistance program is avail-
able at https://www.fema.
gov/public-assistance-local-
state-tribal-and-non-profit.

To learn more about the
COVID-19 response in Ver-
mont, please visit https://
www.fema.gov/disas-
ter/4532.

Addison County’s Hometown Dealer
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Middlebury VT 05753
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Op Ed

Vermonters get ready to
vote on Article 22 following
Women's Equality Day

On August 26, 1920, the 19th
amendment to the US Constitu-
tion was certified, and women’s
right to vote was finally rec-
ognized. We celebrate this as
Women’s Equality Day. This
year, Vermonters will have the
opportunity  to

However, due to the difficulty
of passing constitutional amend-
ments, the enshrining of repro-
ductive liberty in the state Con-
stitution is the strongest measure
that Vermont can take to protect
the reproductive freedom of its

current citi-

use that vote
in a powerful
way when the

And a long-term

zens and future
generations. To
appear on the

Reproductive  research study has ballot this fall,
Liberty Amend- shown that women Article 22 had
ment, also . to be approved
known as Arti- unable to obtain an by the Vermont
cle 22 (formerly ~ abortion are more Legislature
Prop 5), appears  [ijcely to be under- ~ twice.

on the ballot in
Vermont’s gen-
eral election.

employed and ex-
perience household

If approved
by voters, Ar-
ticle 22 would

Starting  in poverty along with amend the Ver-
early October, their children. mont  consti-
registered vot- tution to state
ers will begin “that an indi-
deciding wheth- vidual’s right to

er or not to amend the state con-
stitution to protect every person's
right to make their own repro-
ductive decisions, like whether
and when to become pregnant,
use temporary or permanent
birth control, or seek abortion
care.

On June 24th, the U.S. Su-
preme Court overturned the
1973 Roe v. Wade federal ruling,
which held that abortion was a
constitutional right. This deci-
sion now leaves abortion rights
to be determined at the state
level.

Currently, in Vermont, access
to birth control, emergency con-
traception, and abortion remains
unrestricted and is protected by
state law.

personal reproductive autonomy
is central to the liberty and dig-
nity to determine one’s own
life course and shall not be de-
nied or infringed unless justified
by a compelling State interest
achieved by the least restrictive
means.”

According to the Center for
American Progress, women’s
incomes in states with access to
reproductive rights are almost
16% higher than the women’s
national median wage.

A 2019 report from the In-
situte for Women’s Policy Re-
search showed that access to
contraception increased wom-
en’s earnings, educational attain-
ment, and labor force participa-

(See Article 22 Page 5)
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Here comes the sun (flower)
THE BEES GET the last of the pollen out of August's blooms.

Reportr photo/Sepi Alavi
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Op Ed

Late abortion doesn't reflect Roe v. Wade,
or Vermonter's views

Nicholas Boke, in his recent
commentary entitled “And so it
Begins,” is buying into the nar-
rative perpetuated by Planned
Parenthood, the ACLU, and
others, that Article 22 (for-
merly Prop 5) merely codifies
Roe v. Wade—when in fact it
goes beyond Roe v. Wade and
beyond abortion.

The language as it will ap-
pear on your general election
ballot is here:

Article 22. [Personal repro-
ductive liberty]

That an individual’s right
to personal reproductive au-
tonomy is central to the liberty
and dignity to determine one's
own life course and shall not
be denied or infringed unless
Jjustified by a compelling State
interest achieved by the least
restrictive means.

Nothing in this amendment
proposal refers to women,
adults, or abortion. The use of
the word individual means the
amendment could apply to any
age or gender. If a man’s and

woman’s rights were in con-
flict, the courts would decide
which prevailed, potentially to
the detriment of the woman.

“Personal reproductive au-
tonomy” includes abortion
throughout pregnancy, but
much more and well into the
future, subject to future court
interpretations, making deci-
sions that will be removed from
public participation.

The use of the phrase “com-
pelling State interest” is a di-
rective to the courts to use the
highest standard of review to
prevent interference, restric-
tions, or limitations on any
case pertaining to personal re-
productive autonomy.

The US Supreme Court in
Roe v. Wade expressly rejected
the concept (embodied in Ar-
ticle 22) that women have an
absolute right to have an abor-
tion at any stage of pregnancy
for any reason.

So, the notion that Article 22
and Roe v. Wade are similar is
false.

That fact was proven during
an exchange in the House Hu-
man Services Committee.

Rep. Carl Rosenquist asked
Eleanor Spottswood of the At-
torney General’s Office about
legislation he introduced de-
claring fetal personhood at 24
weeks. Rep. Rosenquist said
he assumed such legislation
would prevent abortion after
24 weeks.

Her answer was: "The extent
that that statute would interfere
with a woman's right to repro-
ductive autonomy, or a preg-
nant person's right to reproduc-
tive autonomy, that portion of
the bill would not be upheld
[as constitutional] under Pro-
posal 5 (Article 22)." Read-
ers can listen for themselves
at:  https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=ByeURWyyq5E. The
exchange begins at around
34:00.)

Boke is correct that most
Vermonters support some level
of legally unrestricted access to

(See Late abortion, Page 5)



Community Forums
Vermont Agency of Agriculture seeks feedback on Accessory On-Farm Businesses

VERMONT — The Vermont
Agency of Agriculture, Food
and Markets is seeking feedback
to further understand Accessory
On-Farm Businesses (AOFBs)
and Act 143. This model ex-
pands opportunities for farmers
to diversify operations through
an AOFB, such as on-farm sales

of agricultural products as well
as educational, recreational, or
social events.

While this business model is
vital to support the long-term vi-
ability of Vermont farmers, the
current legislation can be dif-
ficult to understand and varies
across the state.

Therefore, the Legislature has
tasked the Natural Resources
Board (NRB), with support
from the Agency of Agriculture,
to prepare a report to analyze
current conditions, understand
challenges, and offer specific
suggestions to help strengthen
AOFBs in Vermont.
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To support this work, the
Agency of Agriculture wants to
hear how farmers and municipal
leaders understand and imple-
ment AOFBs.

Ifyou are a farmer interested in
or operating an AOFB, please fill
out the “Farmer” survey. If you
are a municipal leader, please fill

out the “Zoning” survey.

The Farmers link is: https:/
www.surveymonkey.com/r/
X9V72WL

The Zoning link is: https://
www.surveymonkey.com/r/
MC7VMYF

Condos issues reminder of Nov. 8 general election universal ballot mailing

Montpelier—On August 25,
Vermont Secretary of State Jim
Condos issued a reminder that all
Vermont voters will be mailed a
ballot for the November 8 Gen-
eral Election and encouraged
voters to update or confirm their
voter registration information by
August 31.

“Here in Vermont, and in red
and blue states across the coun-
try, universal ballot mailing has

proven to be a secure and effec-
tive way of increasing options
for Vermont voters,” said Con-
dos. “Whether you plan to vote
early in-person, by mail, or at the
polls on Election Day, ensuring
your voter registration informa-
tion is up to date will prevent any
delays in receiving the ballot that
is mailed to you.”

Voters are encouraged to
confirm or update their voter

Late abortion

registration information, includ-
ing mailing address, using the
My VoterPage at https://mvp.ver-
mont.gov or by contacting their
Town Clerk.

The 2022 General Election
will mark the first universal
general election ballot mailing
under Act 60, which received tri-
partisan support from the Legis-
lature.

“I want to thank the Vermont

(Continued from Page 4)
abortion.
But unrestricted, unregu-

lated abortion through all nine
months of pregnancy is opposed
by 90% of Americans, accord-
ing to a poll conducted after
the Dobbs v.

June2022 KeyResults.pdf. The
section on abortion includes
slides 38-46.

Boke also criticizes Ver-
monters for Good Govern-
ment for raising the fear that
healthcare workers could be

required to par-

Jackson Su-
preme Court
decision

In response to the
question, “Do you

ticipate in those
procedures that
violate their

onerturnlng think your state conscience and
oe v. Wade are contrary to
by the Har- Should allow abor- their best medi-
vard Center tion...” the answer cal judgment.
for .Political “up to nine months” Her; . again,
Studies and 0 Boke is in error.
The  Harris only garnered 10% The legisla-
Poll. support. The next ture has never
In response  option, “up to 23 taken up bills 1
to thf ques- 4 heeks,” only gar- have proposed
tion, “Do you on conscience
think your nered 18% support. protection—
state  should something ad-
allow  abor- dressed in all

tion...” the answer “up to nine
months” only garnered 10%
support. The next option, “up
to 23 weeks,” only garnered
18% support.

Full poll results can be
found at:  https://harvard-
harrispoll.com/wpcontent/
uploads/2022/07/HHP _

but one other state. That estab-
lishes a clear legislative intent
to deny it as a compelling in-
terest.

Laws in the future could ex-
plicitly require participation
under Article 22, including
placing professionals’ licenses
at risk should they decline to

participate in a person’s con-
stitutionally protected right to
personal reproductive autono-
my.

Given that state constitu-
tional rights—unlike federal
ones—can be enforced on pri-
vate parties, individuals could
also sue providers directly to
force participation to ensure
their access to this right.

In light of national events, it
is tempting for people to jump
on the “protect Roe v. Wade”
bandwagon as a rationale to
support Article 22.

But the threat to abortion
rights simply isn’t true in Ver-
mont.

Article 22, creating an un-
restricted right to abortion
throughout all nine months of
pregnancy in our Constitution,
does not reflect Vermonters’
collective values.

Rep. Anne Donahue,
Northfield

Spokesperson, Vermonters
for Good Government and
Vice-chair,

House Health

Care Committee

Notice of Road Closure: Arnold District Road, Brandon

The Arnold District Road
will be closed to through traf-
fic starting Monday, September
5, 2022, to install a box culvert
over Arnold Brook.

The road will be closed at
Adams Road and Arnold Brook
intersection to approximately
500 feet north. Vehicles are to
use Cram Road in Leicester as

the detour.

The anticipated completion
date is September 30, 2022, at
which time the road will be re-
opened to through traffic.

legislators who worked with
us to create a universal ballot
mailing process that works for
Vermont,” said Condos, who
oversaw the mailing of ballots to
all Vermont voters for the 2020
General Election in response to
COVID-19. “Vermont is proof
that when you remove barriers
to voting for eligible voters, they
do.”

In the last decade, Vermont

has enacted a number of impor-
tant voter access laws, making
it one of the most voter-friendly
states in the country.

Vermont was ranked first in
the nation for election admin-
istration in 2020 and 2016 by
MIT’s Election Performance
Index, a highly regarded, data-
driven measure of a state’s elec-
tion administration performance.

Article 22

(Continued from Page 4)
tion, and improved women’s
career outcomes.

And a long-term research
study has shown that women
unable to obtain an abortion
are more likely to be under-

for other states to follow in its
footsteps.

Register to vote online
at  https://olvr.vermont.gov/,
in person at your Town
Clerk’s office, or through
same-day registration at your

employed and experience polling location on Election

household poverty along with  Day, November 8§, 2022.

their children. All  reg-
With gen- istered Ver-

der equity and , , mont  vot-

the economic By passing Article ers will be

Vermont would become the
first state to explicitly pro-
tect reproductive rights in its
constitution and pave the way

well-being 22, Vermont would  mailed an
of Vermont pecome the ﬁrst absentee
women  and - gtate to explicitly ballot  no
youth  driv- later  than
ing our work, P rotect reproduc- October 1,
Vermont tive rights in its 2022,  so
gorks for  constitution and you can
omen en- vote early i
dorses  the PAv€ the way for you want to.
Reproduc- Other states to fol-
tive Liberty low in its footsteps. Rhoni
Amendment. Basden,
By passing Executive
Article 22, Director of

Vermont Works for Women
and Cary Brown, Executive
Director of Vermont
Commission on Women
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Obituaries

Kathleen Hopperstad,

BRANDON —Kathleen (Kathy)
Hopperstad, age 71, passed away
peacefully on August 26, 2022, fol-
lowing a short illness, surrounded
by her loving family.

Kathy was born on May 12,
1951, in Rockville Center, NY. She
grew up in North Bellmore, NY,
and graduated from Calhoun High
School in the Merrick L.I. class of
1969.

She was previously married to
Joseph Combes on September 25,
1971. After four years of marriage,
they had their first daughter, Mi-
chele. They moved to Vermont a
few years later and had their daugh-
ter Christine.

Many people came to know and
love Kathy as a talented hairdress-
er in the Brandon area. She also
worked at Neshobe Elementary
School as a teacher’s aide. She was
adored by all the students and staff
she met along the way.

Kathy met Elden Hopperstad
in 2000 and married on April 13,
2002, in Bennington.

Kathy loved her four puppies like
they were her children. In Septem-
ber 2018, Kathy, Elden, and their
four fur babies moved to Chase
City, Va., where she lived until her
passing.

Kathy loved her family more

Forest Dale — Forrest H. John-
son Sr. passed away peacefully on
August 24 at his home.

The son of Miles Johnson and
Shirley (Downs) Johnson, Forrest
was born July 20, 1941, in Gran-
ville, Vt.

Forrest joined the Air Nation-
al Guard in 1957 and attended
Spaulding High School, gradu-
ating in 1960. He married Mary
Aylward on October 29, 1960, in
Waterbury.

Forrest worked for GE in Bur-
lington from 1960-1965. Forrest
then returned to school at Eastern
University, learning to drive semi-
trucks, which led him to his next

71, Cha
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KATHLEEN HOPPERSTAD

than anything. She also loved cook-
ing, gardening, playing cards, fami-
ly get-togethers, and fishing on their
pontoon boat, where she would
catch Blue Claw Crabs. She had a
very caring heart and would light up
any room with her smile and laugh.

She is survived by her husband,
Elden; her sister, Barbara Blanco
of Claverack, NY; her sister, Debra
Jennings (Kevin) of Brandon; her
daughters, Michele Devino (Karl)
of Proctor and Christine Combes
(John) of Brandon; her stepson,
Joel Hopperstad of Rutland; her
three grandsons, Justyn Suarez and
Joseph Bertrand, both of Brandon,
and Zach Hopperstad of Walling-

se City, Va.

ford, CT.

Her niece, Allison Devino
(Shawn) of Brandon; nephews,
Dan Jennings (Brittni) of Leicester;
great-niece, Jadyn Devino, and
great nephew, Carson Devino, both
of Brandon and several cousins also
survive her.

She was predeceased by her par-
ents, Louis and Marie Jacobs of
Brandon; her former husband, Jo-
seph Combes of NC, and her two
stepsons, Christopher Hopperstad
of Rutland and Thomas Hopperstad
of Wallingford, Ct.

The funeral service will be held
on Saturday, September 3, 2022, at
2 p.m., at the Brandon Congrega-
tional Church, and a graveside com-
mittal service and burial will follow
in St. Mary’s Cemetery.

Friends may call at the Miller &
Ketcham Funeral Home in Brandon
on Friday, September 2, 2022, from
5-8 p.m..

In lieu of flowers, memorial gifts
may be made in her memory to go-
fund.com Kathy Hopperstad or the
Rutland County Humane Society,
765 Stevens Road, Pittsford, Vt.,
05763.

Arrangements are under the di-
rection of the Miller & Ketcham
Funeral Home in Brandon.

Robert Charles Scarborough,
age 74, Brandon

BRANDON — Robert Charles
Scarborough, age 74, passed
away Tuesday, August 23, 2022,
at his home in Brandon.

The son of Charles and Pau-
line (Trombley) Scarborough,
Bob was born in Middlebury on
February 5, 1948. He grew up in
Forest Dale and Brandon, where
he received his early education.

He graduated from Otter Val-
ley Union High School, class
of 1966. He earned his degree
from the North Dakota School of
Forestry, where he was a heavy-
weight wrestler. Bob had been
employed at Standard Register
in Middlebury for 33 years.

He enjoyed hunting, fishing,
trapping, beekeeping, and work-
ing in his garden. He remains the
Vermont record holder for catch-
ing the biggest fallfish.

He collected Indian arrow-
heads and coins and loved play-
ing with his dog and best friend,
“Abby.”

He was an avid Red Sox fan
and liked watching Syracuse
basketball and NASCAR.

He is survived by his wife,
Joanne Gokey of Brandon;
daughter, Amy Scarborough
and her partner, John Connors,
of Gloucester, Ma.; and sons,
John Scarborough and his wife,
Robyn, of Bomoseen, and Rob-

Forrest H. Johnson Sr., 81, Forest Dale

occupation at Saint Johnsbury
Trucking. In 1973 Forrest pur-
chased his own semi-truck and
became an owner-operator until
1982.

Forrest started a farm in West
Virginia while also hauling wa-
ter and delivering newspapers. In
1990 Forrest moved back to Ver-
mont and opened Johnson Care
Home in Hancock.

Forrest logged with his two
beautiful workhorses for a time
before he returned to the trucking
industry, hauling cars until his re-
tirement.

As a retiree, Forrest spent the
summers in East Middlebury at

FORREST H. JOHNSON

Air Port Auto and the Winters in
South Carolina. He enjoyed box-
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ing, horses, reading, walking,
baseball, joking around, music,
dancing, and spending time with
family and friends.

Forrest is survived by his sisters,
Ann Long of Concord NH, Nancy
Rivers and husband Dick Riv-
ers of Moretown Vt.; his children
Forrest Johnson Jr. of VA, Wayne
Johnson, Deborah Johnson, and
her Husband Tommy Lloyd of
Forest Dale, Vt.; his grandchil-
dren, Daniela Lloyd, Christopher
Lloyd, and Sierra Johnson; great-
grandchildren Hunter, Brady,
Brooke, McCoy Lloyd, and Byron
Robertson Jr., along with several
nieces, nephews, and cousins.

BRANDON — Richard Wil-
liam Rowe, age 81, passed away
Monday, Aug. 29, 2022, at his
home in Brandon.

“Rick” was born in Proctor on
Jan. 5, 1941. He was the son of
William and Evelyn (LaDuke)
Rowe.

He grew up in Brandon, where
he received his early education
and graduated from Brandon
High School, class of 1959. Af-
terward, he served in the Ver-

(See Richard Rowe, Page 7)

ROBERT SCARBOROUGH

ert C. Scarborough, I of West
Palm Beach, FI. He is also sur-
vived by several nieces, neph-
ews, and cousins.

A gathering, “In Celebration
of His Life,” will take place on
Saturday, September 10, 2022,
from 11 a.m. until 1 p.m., at the
Brandon American Legion Post
#55.

In lieu of flowers, memorial
gifts may be made in his mem-
ory to the Brandon Area Rescue
Squad, P.O. Box 232, Brandon,
Vt., 05733, or to the Brandon
Volunteer Fire Dept, 61 Franklin
Street, Brandon, Vt., 05733.

Arrangements are under the
direction of the Miller & Ket-
cham Funeral Home in Brandon.

Forrest was predeceased by his
daughter, Kathy Johnson, and son,
Glenn Johnson.

There are no calling hours.
Graveside services will be held at
the Hancock Village Cemetery on
Saturday, September 3, 2022, at
12 p.m. A reception will follow
at the Hancock Town Hall catered
by the Spanked Puppy.

In lieu of flowers, please make
donations in his memory to the
Addison County Humane Society
athttps://www.homewardbound-
animals.org/donate/

Arrangements are under the di-
rection of the Day Funeral Home
in Randolph.

RICHARD W. ROWE



WASHINGTON, DC — Sen-
ator Patrick Leahy (D-Vt.) re-
leased the following comments
on the President’s announcement
Wednesday, Aug. 24, on student
loan debt forgiveness:

“I commend the President for
proposing a way to help people
with student debt. At home in
Vermont, UVM, for instance, has
recognized these challenges and
refrained from tuition increases
for the last four years while our
state colleges strive to provide
affordable access to higher edu-

cation for Vermont’s students.
“The cost of higher educa-
tion has become unsustainable
for most Americans. Many find
themselves saddled with high
amounts of student loan debt.
Too often, I hear from Vermont-
ers who have taken out a second
mortgage on their house or who
are working at a second or third
job to pay off their student loans.
“I know that many have been
working for years — and even
decades — only to make a dent
in the principal amount owed

Richard Rowe

(Continued from Page 6)
mont Army Guard. He later
received training as a profes-
sional barber.

He and his late father owned
and operated Rowe’s Barber
Shop in Brandon for many
years. He was a member of St.
Paul’s Masonic Lodge No. 25
in Brandon. He was an avid
fisherman and shootist and ran
a trap line.

He is survived by his son,
John W. Rowe, and his wife,
Michelle of Brandon; his for-
mer wife and mother of his
children, Theresa Rowe of
Brandon. Four grandchildren,
two great-grandchildren, and
several nieces, nephews, and
cousins also survive him.

He was predeceased by his
parents; a son, Richard Allen
“Ricky” Rowe; a brother, Gor-
don Lee; and a sister, Shelia
Bovi.

The graveside committal
service and burial will take
place on Tuesday, Sept. 6, at
10 a.m., in the family lot at
Pine Hill Cemetery in Bran-
don. Members of St. Paul’s
Masonic Lodge will officiate.

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rial gifts may be made in his
memory to the Brandon Area
Rescue Squad, P.O. Box 232,
Brandon, Vt., 05733.

Arrangements are under the
direction of the Miller & Ket-
cham Funeral Home in Bran-
don.

due to high-interest rates. It is
heartbreaking to hear the stories
of those who have put off im-
portant life decisions, such as
having a child, because of their
student loan debt. This is a per-
vasive and unacceptable experi-
ence that Americans face in this
country.”

According to the White House,
their three-step plan for decreas-
ing American student debt is to
provide targeted debt relief to
address the financial harms of
the pandemic, fulfilling the Pres-
ident’s campaign commitment.

The Department of Education
will provide up to $20,000 in
debt cancellation to Pell Grant
recipients with loans held by the
Department of Education and up
to $10,000 in debt cancellation
to non-Pell Grant recipients.

Borrowers are eligible for this
relief if their income is less than
$125,000 ($250,000 for married
couples). No high-income indi-
vidual or high-income house-
hold (in the top 5% of incomes)
will benefit from this action.

To ensure a smooth transition
to repayment and prevent un-
necessary defaults, the pause on
federal student loan repayment
will be extended one final time
through December 31, 2022.
Borrowers should expect to re-
sume payment in January 2023.

The new plan aims to make
the student loan system more
manageable for current and fu-
ture borrowers by:

Cutting monthly payments in

LABOR DAY SALE!

2016 HONDA CRV SE
AWD, auto, loaded, 95k miles

$20,995

2016 NISSAN ROGUE S
AWD, Auto, loaded, 100k miles

$14,995

AFFORDABLE, SAFE & RELIABLE
USED CARS AND TRUCKS
We also buy cars,
locate specialty orders
& consider consignments
Call Dave for an appointment

JWIMET

,\N\D\NG C(lMiq Ny

-

CARS »» TRUCKS
802 465 4688

2016 SUBARU FORESTER PREMIUM
AWD, auto, loaded, 115k miles

$17,995

Wimett Tradi ng Coml:)an9 s §

at the Big White Barn in Leicester
Michael Jackman, 50 Years Experience
David Wimett, 37 Years Experience
Mark Grant, 9 Years Experience

2018 TOYOTA C-HR
auto, FWD, loaded, 96k miles

$20,995

015 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER
AWD, auto, V6, loaded, 95k miles

$23,905
: {Ol’e‘than\

a decade

\Quality!

802-465-4688

2668 Route 7 « Leicester, VT 05733 « wimetttradingco@gmail.com
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Leahy weighs in on Biden's student loan debt forgiveness

half for undergraduate loans. The
Department of Education pro-
poses a new income-driven re-
payment plan that protects more
low-income borrowers from
making any payments and caps
monthly payments for under-
graduate loans at 5% of a bor-
rower’s discretionary income—
half of the rate borrowers must
pay now under most existing
plans. This means that the aver-
age annual student loan payment
will be lowered by more than
$1,000 for both current and fu-
ture borrowers.

Fixing the broken Public Ser-
vice Loan Forgiveness (PSLF)
program by proposing a rule that
borrowers who have worked at
a nonprofit, in the military, or
in federal, state, tribal, or local
government receive appropri-
ate credit toward loan forgive-
ness. These improvements will
build on temporary changes the
Department of Education has
already made to PSLF, under
which more than 175,000 public
servants have already approved
more than $10 billion in loan
forgiveness.

Protect future students and
taxpayers by reducing the cost of
college and holding schools ac-
countable when they hike prices.
The President championed the
largest increase in Pell Grants
in over a decade and one of the
largest one-time influxes to col-
leges and universities. To further
reduce the cost of college, the
President will continue to fight

to double the maximum Pell
Grant and make community col-
lege free. Meanwhile, colleges
have an obligation to keep prices
reasonable and ensure borrowers
get value for their investments,
not debt they cannot afford. This
Administration has already taken
key steps to strengthen account-
ability, including in areas where
the previous Administration
weakened rules. The Department
of Education is announcing new
efforts to ensure student borrow-
ers get value for their college
costs.

“As a strong supporter of the
Public Service Loan Forgive-
ness program, I am pleased to
hear that the administration has
revamped the PSLF program,
which has already identified
more than 100,000 borrowers
eligible for $6.4 billion in loan
relief,” said Leahy.

“Additionally, DOE is pro-
viding $7.8 billion in relief for
more than 400,000 borrowers
who have permanent disabilities
and approving $2 billion in bor-
rower defense claims to approxi-
mately 107,000 borrowers,” he
continued. “These changes also
include approving $1.26 billion
in closed school discharges for
students of several colleges and
universities that are now de-
funct. Along with many, many
Vermonters, | am encouraged by
these changes, and I believe that
we must act to help address stu-
dent debt in this country, and in a
significant way.”
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2022 Point CounerPoint

Faculty Concert Series

Season Finale!

Saturday, September 3rd at 7.30pm —
Middlebury Unitarian Universalist Church
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Back to school
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SUMMER HELD ONE last splash for the lucky kids at
Estabrook Park on a pleasant Sunday afternoon. The
festivities held food, music, two water slides, and sev-
eral big blasts from a t-shirt cannon.

CHILDREN EAGERLY AWAITING a t-shirt to drop from
the sky, top left; a happy child cooled out on one of the
water slides, top right; Middlebury’s Carson Hutchins
celebrated after snagging a shirt, center right; volun-
teers, from left, Dallas, Calvin, and Jeff Ladd served
up some mighty fine hot dogs, bottom right; Jaimesun
Hooker of Brandon took a plunge, bottom left; Luke
and John Quesnel, right, struck a pose (photo by Paul
Quesnel); Rec Director Bill Moore was caught with a
smoking gun...er...t-shirt cannon, center.

Reporter photos/Mat Clouser




BY MAT CLOUSER

RUTLAND The CO-
VID-19 pandemic has posed
many problems to Vermonters,
Americans, and the world. Be-
yond the tragic deaths of nearly
6.5 million people and the med-
ical professionals who’ve faced
that reality every day, there is
perhaps no segment of the pop-
ulation that has suffered more
than the children who have
seen the brightness of their
childhoods darkened by the
specter of disease, uncertainty,
and the real-time fissuring of
a society in which many have
been taught to trust implicitly.

Theirs is a collective trau-
ma that we cannot yet begin
to understand. As for society,
of course, it stands no chance
without healthy children who
are inspired and invested in its
future—a future that can some-
times seem terrifying even to
the most stoic adults, regardless
of their feelings about why.

New Rutland Northeast Su-
pervisory Union (RNESU)
Superintendent Dr. Kristin Hu-
bert knows this all too well but
remains steadfast in her and
RNESU’s ability to adapt and
overcome. “There have been a
lot of negatives regarding the
pandemic—we don’t want to
do long-term school closures
ever again,” she said in a recent
conversation with The Report-
er.

“That being said, we definite-
ly—as a school system, a state,
and a profession—Ilearned a
lot,” she continued. “There are
some promising practices that
[we] got good at because of
remote learning and long-term
closures. For instance, we can
have meetings [with all teach-
ers] once a month without re-
quiring anyone to travel be-
cause we’ve gotten much better
at virtual meetings.”

Dr. Hubert, who took over of-
ficially from Jeanné Collins on
July 1, has worked as RNESU’s
Director of Curriculum, In-
struction, and Assessment for
the past three years. She has an
extensive career as an adminis-
trator and educator, including
as an elementary principal for
13 years in Rutland and Ar-
lington and as an elementary
teacher in Fair Haven—and
was named the National Distin-
guished Elementary Principal
in 2016.

Teaching remains a passion
for Dr. Hubert, who has main-
tained a part-time position at
Castleton University in the
principal-prep program. In ad-

dition to her local school work,
she has served on several state-
level committees, including the
Vermont Principal Association,
the Vermont Equity Practitio-
ners Network, the Vermont Eq-
uity Advisory Group, and the
Vermont Curriculum Leaders
Advisory Board.

Additionally, Dr. Hubert has
a bachelor of arts degree in
English and elementary edu-
cation from the University of
Vermont, a masters of art de-
gree in educational leadership
from Castleton University, and
an educational doctorate in cur-

riculum, teaching, learning,
and leading from Northeastern
University.

“We are very excited that
Kristin will be our next su-
perintendent. She has done a
phenomenal job of leading our
curriculum and assessment pro-
gram for the past three years,
particularly during COVID and
the switch to remote learning.
She is familiar with our com-
munities and our staff and stu-
dents and will bring continued
stability to our district as we

DR. KRISTIN HUBERT

continue to evolve in our focus
on student achievement,” said
RNESU Board Chair Laurie
Bertrand in a March RNESU.
org post officially recogniz-
ing Dr. Hubert’s promotion in
March.

As part of that evolution, Hu-
bert knows there will be chal-
lenges. Among them, she lists
staffing shortages as one of the
biggest hurdles—a hurdle she
points out that affects schools
and businesses nationwide.
“When you have shortages like
that, there’s this domino ef-
fect,” she said.

“We’re really hopeful for
this school year,” she contin-
ued, “but we know that people
are going to get sick. Even if

[teachers and staff] aren’t sick,
their kids might be sick... they
might need to be home to care
for their own kid. Substitute
coverage and staffing continue
to be a focus and a need for
most school systems....”
Hubert also
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RNESU’s new superintendent, Dr. Kristin Hubert,
looks to build on lessons learned from COVID

involvement with the union by
a wide margin. “Equity and the
experiences that we provide
for our students—Ilong before I
started at RNESU— has been a

value of the school system.”
Hubert described equity by
means of an

listed high
turnover rates
as a major is-
sue to contend

“We’re really hop-
ing to give students

analogy. “All
kids have shoes
but do all kids
have shoes that

with. “We voice and agency, fit them?” she

have a lot of P : said. “[It’s not]
elping them lead

new teachers th bing b do all students

and non-li- € way pecause have the same

censed staff,”
she said. “That
means we
have to focus

a lot of times there
are well-intentioned
adults who don’t
necessarily under-

thing but do all
students have
what they need
to be success-

on mentoring ful?”

and making stand the student According
sure that peo- experience.” to Hubert, the
ple are accli- pandemic  has
mated to our L exacerbated
school com- —Kristin Hubert problems  for
munity—mak- the historically
ing sure that disadvantaged,

people feel supported and want
to stay.”

According to Hubert, the
state is taking new measures to
address the need for new teach-

rs. “The Agency of Education
is trying to figure out non-tra-
ditional ways to licensure she
said. They’re doing everything
they can to get teachers in front
of kids.

But teachers aren’t the only
ones having a problem sticking
around. “Rutland county had
the highest truancy numbers in
the state last year,” said Hubert.
“We want to prioritize wellness
and student health, but we also
want to prioritize getting kids
back in school. That’s part of
why we’re focusing on person-
alization and engagement—we
want kids in school.”

“When we think about well-
ness and organizational well-
ness, we focus on academic
achievement and safe and
healthy schools—which is our
physical safety and physical
wellness, but it’s also our so-
cial and emotional wellness,”
she continued, discussing part
of her plan to address student
engagement.”

“We’re really hoping to give
students voice and agency,”
she continued, “helping them
lead the way because a lot of
times there are well-intentioned
adults who don’t necessarily
understand the student experi-
ence.”

A part of that involves RNE-
SU’s focus on equity, which
Hubert describes as a super-
visory focus that predates her

such as children with disabili-
ties or those living in poverty.
“This year, we’re really going
to work to address some of
those things, but also, it’s about
awareness and a common lan-
guage for all of our staff,” she
said.

Hubert says the union em-
ploys equity coaches and has an
equity committee that’s made
up of students, teachers, admin-
istrators, and people from the

Gagnon

Lumber
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community at large, and that
the future equity work will be
less at the supervisory level and
more of a “groundswell” from
the individual schools so that
the student perspectives can be
more specific to each building’s
needs. “Student groups there
can work with the equity coach
and the principals to be driving
a lot of the work,” she said.

“I’m new to the superinten-
dence, but I’'m not new to the
system,” said Hubert. “I’'m
certainly not new to Vermont
schools. I think this year, we’re
doing a lot of reflecting so that
we can move forward. We have
a lot of new administrators and
a lot of new teachers.”

“It’s not about disparaging or
scrapping what happened in the
last couple of years or even in
the last decade,” she continued.
“It’s how do we, as a profes-
sion, reflect on what’s worked
and what our challenges are so
that we can keep moving for-
ward... that’s the theme in a lot
of Vermont schools.”

“[In the past] no one went
to school to learn how to teach
kids and lead them through a
pandemic,” she added. “So,
the last couple years have been
tough, not just on students and
families but also on educa-
tors... Collective efficacy is
critical to what we do—that be-
lief that we don’t do it alone.”

Hemlock Framing Stock ° Pine Shiplap Siding
Pine Tongue & Groove ° Custom Cut Timbers

89 Stevens Road Pittsford, VT | 802-483-6550
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Planting - Pruning - Removing - Repairing
Stump Removal - Timber Harvesting < Land Clearing « Firewood

Educated, Experienced and Fully Insured Professionals

Thad Poremski
(802)
349-2815
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Pittsford's Patrick Daly takes ninth-place
at the USA Youth Climbing Nationals

BY MAT CLOUSER

PITTSFORD — Ten years
of training probably sounds
like a long time for most. For
15-year-old Patrick Daly of
Pittsford, it’s practically a life-
time. And yet, that’s how long
he’s been involved with climb-
ing—competing for eight of
those years—a solid career for
almost any athlete.

Daly says his mother, Mar-
garet, is also a climber and that
he was first introduced to the
sport when his older brother
Michael—a former competitor
who climbed in the Collegiate
Nationals last spring and served
as the climbing team coach at
UVM for the past two years—
started climbing at the Green
Mountain Rock Climbing Cen-
ter (GMRCC) in Rutland.

It should be no surprise that
he’d do well in the sport, but
how well is something else al-

PATRICK DALY OF Pittsford
recently competed at the USA
Climbing Youth National Cham-
pionships in Chicago, where he
placed 9th in the Youth Male A
(15 and 16-year-olds) boulder-
ing competition.

together. After a string of suc-
cesses at local and regional
bouldering competitions, Daly
brought home a ninth-place
finish (out of 57 competitors)
in the Youth Male A boulder-
ing division at the USA Youth
Climbing National Champion-
ships in Chicago on July 25.

process of being selected for
the National Championships is
long. Climbers must first com-
pete at one or two local quali-
fiers. They are ranked based on
how well they do there, with
the top 26 climbers eligible to
move on to regional competi-
tions held throughout the coun-

Bouldering try. There are
is a form of two  regions
free c.hmbmg Bouldering is a in each of the
done with only ) nine national
hand chalk and JOrm of free climb- divisions; the

climbing shoes
on smaller rock
formations or
on artificial
climbing sur-
faces that typi-
cally top out
around 20 feet
high, and are
done without
the use of ropes
and harnesses,
something that
Daly says he’s

ing done with only
hand chalk and
climbing shoes on
smaller rock forma-
tions or on artificial
climbing surfaces
that typically top
out around 20 to
feet high, and are
done without the
use of ropes and

top 10 regional
finishers from
each division
proceed to one
of the nine Di-
visional Cham-
pionships,
where only the
top six advance
Nation-
als. Making it
to  Nationals
is a massive
achievement in

done for such harnesses. itself.
a long time Daly says his
because lead favorite  part

climbing—a

traditional form of climbing on
a much higher rock face that’s
done with ropes, harnesses, and
belay—was intimidating. “The
last couple of years, I’ve been
lead climbing more and plan on
competing in it next year,” said
Daly.

Daly, who is on the climbing
team at Metrorock Essex Junc-
tion and competes in no other
forms of athletics, has been
attending high school online
through the International Vir-
tual Learning Academy (IVLA)
in part so that he could have
more flexibility to train—train-
ing which he does at a climbing
wall in a shed at home to sup-
plement the times when Metro-
rock isn’t holding practices.

According to Margaret, the

Visit our
website

(802)483-9357

www.vermontcamera.com

Ifyou love classic film cameras you need to pay us a visit.
Leica, Zeiss, Rolleiflex, Nikon, Voigtlander
and many others.

3200 US RT 7, Pittsford

vew(@vermontcamera.com

Hours

Jim & Liz McRae

of climbing is
the process of projecting—a
process where climbers spend
days, weeks, months, or even
years working on climbs that
are at or beyond their physi-
cal limits. He also says this
can present challenges. “I’ve
experienced a loss of motiva-
tion and plateaus in which I
couldn’t seem to progress,” he
said. “And multiple finger inju-
ries.”

When asked if he experi-
enced any fear when climbing,
Daly didn’t hesitate to answer,
saying, “Yeah, definitely. I'm
still afraid of falling while lead
climbing sometimes.”

There aren’t many great out-
door climbing spots in the im-
mediate area, said Daly, who
lists Bolton, Smuggler’s Notch,
and Lonerock among his favor-
ite spots in Northern Vermont.
Regardless of where people
climb, however, Daly has some
essential advice. “Rest after
each attempt,” he said. “And
also, use chalk.”

As for his future in climbing,
which he calls “a great lifetime
sport,” Daly said, “I don’t have
any specific goals—just to im-
prove as long as I enjoy the
process.”

SUBMIT YOUR BIRTH,
ANNIVERSARY,

OR WEDDING
ANNOUNCEMENTS

news(@brandonreporter.com

Red Cross issues safety tips
for family preparedness plan
as kids head back to school

BURLINGTON — School
bells will be calling students
back to the classroom soon, and
the American Red Cross, North-
ern New England Region, has
steps everyone can take to help
kids remain safe as they head
back to school.

As parents prepare for the
start of a new school year, it’s a
good time to think about emer-
gencies, such as weather-related
disasters, and draw up an emer-
gency plan for their household.
Know the emergency plan at
your child’s school and develop
a family emergency plan so ev-
eryone will know whom to con-
tact and where to go if something
happens during the school day.
Details are available at redcross.
org/prepare.

“There are a lot of things to
think about for the start of a busy
new school year, but don’t forget
to include safety,” said Stepha-
nie Couturier, CEO, Red Cross
Northern New England Region.
“We ask parents and guardians to
consider familiarizing their chil-
dren with these measures to help
keep them safe as they head back
to school.”

CELL PHONES ARE A DIS-
TRACTION

The National Safety Council
(NSC) reports that distracted
walking can be dangerous, even
deadly. Teach your students the
following:

Don’t text or talk on your
phone while walking. If you
must text, move out of the way
of others and stop on the side-
walk;

Never cross the street while

using an electronic device;

Do not walk with headphones
in your ears;

Drivers can be distracted
too. Never use a phone while
driving. Help keep children safe
by eliminating all distractions.
TAKING THE BUS

Students should get to their
bus stop early and stand away
from the curb while waiting for
the bus to arrive. Young children
should be supervised;

Board the bus only after it has
come to a complete stop, and
the driver or attendant instructs
them to get on. They should only
board their bus, never an alter-
nate one;

All students should stay in
clear view of the bus driver and
never walk behind the bus.
WALKING TO SCHOOL

Cross the street at the corner,
obey traffic signals, and stay in
the crosswalk;

Never run out into the street or
cross between parked cars;

Use a route along which the

school has placed crossing
guards;
Parents should walk with

young children and those tak-
ing new routes or attending new
schools for the first week to en-
sure they know how to get there
safely. Arrange for the kids to
walk to school with a friend or
classmate.

GOING BY CAR

Everyone should always wear
a seat belt;

Younger children should use
car seats or booster seats until
the lap-shoulder belt fits prop-

(See Safety tips, Page 11)



Safety tips

(Continued from Page 10)
erly (typically for children ages
8-12 and over 4°9”) and ride in
the back seat until they are at
least 13 years old;

If a teenager is going to drive
to school, parents should man-
date that they use seat belts.
RIDING A BIKE

There may be more young
people on bikes as the school
bells ring. They should:

Wear a properly fitted hel-
met and bright clothing;

Ride on the right side of the
road, with traffic, in a single file;

Come to a complete stop be-
fore crossing the street; walk
bikes across the street;

Stay alert and avoid distracted
riding.

SLOW DOWN

Drivers should slow down, es-
pecially in residential areas and
school zones, and know what the
yellow and red bus signals mean.
Yellow flashing lights indicate
that the bus is getting ready to
stop and that motorists should
slow down and be prepared to
stop. Red flashing lights and an
extended stop sign indicate the
bus is stopped and children are
getting on or off;}

Motorists must stop behind
a bus, meeting the bus, or ap-
proaching an intersection where
a bus is stopped. Motorists fol-
lowing or traveling alongside a
school bus must also stop until

the red lights have stopped flash-
ing, the stop arm is withdrawn,
and all children have reached
safety. This includes two and
four-lane highways. If physical
barriers such as grassy medians,
guide rails, or concrete median
barriers separate oncoming traf-
fic from the bus, motorists in
the opposing lanes may proceed
without stopping.

KEEP LITTLE ONES SAFE

Keeping all students safe is
the primary concern for every-
one, but there are special steps
for parents of younger kids and
those going to school for the first
time:

Make sure the child knows
their phone number, address,
how to get in touch with their
parents at work, how to get in
touch with another trusted adult,
and how to call 911;

Teach children not to talk to
strangers or accept rides from
someone they don’t know;

Finally, download the free
Red Cross First Aid app for in-
stant access to information on
handling the most common first
aid emergencies. You can find
it by searching for American
Red Cross in your app store or
at redcross.org/apps. Learn and
practice First Aid and CPR/AED
skills by taking a course (red-
cross.org/takeaclass), so you can
help save a life.

Westside teens win

BY MAT CLOUSER
WEST RUTLAND — A
little more than a week ago,

MALLORY HOGAN

Elmira College (Elmira, NY)
announced the winners of its
Key Award. Among the win-
ners were two West Rutland se-
niors (as of August 31, 2022),

Arianna Coombs and Mallory
Hogan.

The award is presented to
outstanding
students dur-
ing their ju-
nior year of

high  school
or  prepara-
tory  school,

in a tradition
that goes back
to 1935. This

MONTPELIER — The Ver-
mont Agency of Education
announced on Aug. 25 that it
signed a contract with the Ver-
mont Education Health Initia-
tive (VEHI) on a program to
advance educator health and
wellness in Vermont.

The PATH Forward program
will provide targeted wellness
supports to Vermont’s educa-
tor workforce and support Ver-
mont’s supervisory unions and
school districts in developing
robust wellness programs that
meet their individual needs.

PATH Forward is a strategic
investment in school-based
wellness programs to meet their
immediate needs and build ca-
pacity going forward.

“Health and wellbeing is a
key part of education recov-
ery,” said Secretary of Educa-
tion Dan French. “As we em-
barked on this effort, it became
increasingly  apparent that
educator and school staff well-
ness is critical to their ability
to support students. Providing
tailored assistance on a district-
by-district basis will ensure
teachers have what they need to
be successful in the near term
while making sure that well-
ness gets the attention and sup-
ports it deserves in the future.”

The PATH Forward initia-
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PATH Forward to provide targeted
wellness supports to VT school districts

tive builds on VEHI’s existing
Planned Action Toward Health
(PATH) wellness programs
while ensuring every district
has the resources and supports
it needs to prioritize wellness
in its community.

Starting in the fall, VEHI
will conduct surveys and focus
groups with Vermont educa-
tors and school staff around the
state. The information gathered
will be used to develop targeted
programs for school districts
and provide a baseline against
which to measure the effective-
ness of these programs down
the road. VEHI will also work
with the AOE and school dis-
tricts to encourage school em-
ployees to take advantage of
existing wellness resources.

In later phases of the project,
VEHI will provide professional
learning and technical support
to school districts to develop
or update comprehensive edu-
cator wellness programs at the
local level that are targeted to
the specific needs of the dis-
trict. VEHI will also work with
schools to make sure policies
and procedures are aligned
with wellness best practices
and encourage, not hinder, em-
ployee health and wellness.

“Supporting the health of our
Vermont educators is the top

priority of our wellness pro-
grams,” said Jonathan Stein-
er, President of the Vermont
School Boards Insurance Trust,
which manages VEHI jointly
with Vermont-NEA. “We have
been providing innovative pro-
gramming in our school com-
munities for over 30 years, en-
couraging healthy life choices
and building good habits. This
partnership with AOE will al-
low us to broaden our reach
and provide the specific servic-
es each school needs.”

The partnership commits
$1.395 million of the State’s
Elementary and Secondary
School  Emergency  Relief
funds from the American Res-
cue Plan Act (ARP ESSER) to
educator and school staff well-
ness. These funds come from
the “state set-aside,” funds des-
ignated to the AOE to support
statewide education recovery
needs, contrasted with ARP ES-
SER funds that are sent directly
to Vermont school districts.

VEHI will also use some of
the contracted funding to pro-
vide services and program sup-
ports directly to school districts
to reduce the burden of funding
and administering these pro-
grams on the local level.

Elmira College’s Key Award

Lindsay, president of Elmira
College. “We hope they will
choose to make Elmira College
their place.”
Speaking to
students dur-
ing the 2022
Key  Award
Ceremony on
August 22,
Patrick  Gil-
lette, director
of admissions,

year’s award said, “We
was given know you are
to 761 stu- someone who
dents across would  thrive
14 states and as a member
Puerto Rico. of the Elmira
Recipients College cam-
receive an pus commu-
$80,000 schol- nity, and we
arship  over want to invest
four  years, in your suc-
$20,000 per ARIANNA COOMBS cess at Elmira
year, upon en- College.”

rolling at El- The more

mira College.

“This award is given to those
who have exhibited their poten-
tial to excel academically and
serve as leaders,” said Charles

than 120 attending recipients
met with Elmira College pro-
fessors, staff, current students,
and athletic coaches; attended
information sessions about EC

programs, and toured the cam-
pus.

West Rutland Principal Jay
Slenker expressed his joy, if
not surprise, at the announce-
ment. “Both are outstanding

student-athletes, National Hon-
or Society members, and won-
derful contributors to the WRS
community,” he said.
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| just wanted to say thank you to everyone
who has gone in and looked at my rock jewelry
and bought one. | really want to say thank you
to Ann at Brandon Florist for giving me my first
place to sell my rock jewelry. Ann is great! Ann
has always encouraged me and my business!

| also want to thank Karen
at The Creative Nest

.
ank =
S

“Rocks”

for showing my
jewelry in her store
and for being so
supportive of me
too!
From,
Hunter Barnhardt
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Calendar of events

Chess Club

Join us every Tuesday evening for a fun night of chess
from 4:00-6:00 p.m. at the Godnick Adult Center, 1
Deer Street, Rutland.

Brandon Public Library Pins & Needles Crafting
Group

The club will meet 5:30-7 p.m.

Brandon Public Library Teen Advisory Group
This advisory group meets every first Tuesday of the
month from 3:30-5 p.m.

Brandon Public Library Book Discussion Group
Starting at 6 p.m., this group also meets every first
Tuesday of the month.

Brain Club: Virtual Weekly Community Education
Series

Brain Club is a weekly community education series
(6-7 pm resuming July 12) where we will be joined by
professionals from various fields to teach us about dif-
ferent ways that brains of all types navigate everyday
life, followed by Q&A from the audience. Each week
will have a presenter or panel about a different topic,
oriented around a monthly theme. All webinars are
recorded for on-demand viewing.

Brandon Public Library Meditation Group
Meet us for an hour of calm from 12:30-1:30 p.m.

Music At The Riverbend Summer Concerts

The warmth of the late-day sun on your face . . . the
swell of music and the smell of popcorn carried on

an evening breeze . . . Brandon’s wonderful summer
concert series have attracted over 100 folks to each
performance and over 200 to some of them!! Every
Wednesday night in July and August, the beautiful
grounds behind the Brandon Inn is the site of free
concerts for our community. We have an eclectic
line-up of bands on tap. Join the folks who come out
and relax with some quality music with their friends
and neighbors. The kids have fun running around the
pretty grounds next to the Neshobe River, and we all
enjoy free popcorn! Adult beverages are served up by
the Brandon Inn, available in the outdoor lounge area,
so you don't miss a note of the music.At this time rain
outs will NOT be held inside the Inn. We'll try to put

a sign out that states “No Concert Tonight”.Thanks
for your support in our fundraisers and for coming out
to support the great bands we have year after year.
It's great to be part of live community music! Make

a secure online donation here to help support the
Brandon Summer Concert Series. Many thanks to the
generosity of the Brandon Inn for sharing their space
with us! For more information, contact the Chamber
at 802-247-6401 or info@brandon.org

Summer Storytime Playgroup with Sophie
Join us at 10 am at the Maclure Library. for stories,
crafts, snacks and free play!

Andy Karl and Orfeh live at in Southern Vermont Art
Center
Don't miss Tony Award® nominees and Broadway's

most dynamic couple, Andy Karl and Orfeh, at the
Southern Vermont Art Center's Arkell Pavilion from
8 to 9:30 p.m. The concert is an eclectic mix of pop,
R&B, and Broadway show tunes sure to move and
groove you!

Tickets range from $35-$80 and can be purchased

at SVAC.ORG. The Arkell Pavilion is located at the
Southern Vermont Arts Center, 930 Southern Vermont
Arts Center Drive, Manchester, Vt., 05254. (802) 362-
1405
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The Mount Independence State Historic Site allows L
. . . .o visit th
you to experience history where it happened,” said
Laura V. Trieschmann, Vermont State Historic Preserva-
tion Officer. “This is one of the nation’s most significant
Revolutionary War sites, and this reenactment week- Sheld
end brings the events from 245 years ago to life.” The Sheld
weekend will offer a chance for visitors to experience a Startir
bygone era with hands-on history activities for all ages metal
and interests. Saturday’s highlight is the popular Baldwin  histor

'Artists in the Archives: Community, History & Collage' will be on
view at the Sheldon Museum from September 2, January 7 2023

Local history museums and archives
are vital to building healthy commu-
nities and anchoring our understand-
ing of the world. Collage artists have
unique skills that are particularly use-
ful in our historical moment. On the
occasion of the 50th anniversary of
the Sheldon Stewart-Swift Research
Center, an international network of
collage artists was invited to engage
the Sheldon archival collections. Un-
der the curatorial direction of Kolaj
Institute Director Ric Kasini Kadour,
and with the support of the Research
Center staff, twenty-three artists from
seven countries created collage prints
that reflect upon the idea of commu-
nity in the 21st-century world.

In this exhibit, artists from Canada,

Denmark, Ireland, Poland, Scotland,
Ukraine, and several US states created
collages to explore how the archival
material expresses an aspect of a com-
munity. The resulting artwork offers
commentary on how community ties
formed around food, local industries,
and social activities, how the natural
environment fostered social connec-
tions and the intimate lives of women.

"NOTHING WILL BE the same with-
out you,” collage by Klara Espers-
en (Denmark), 2022.

Artists also probed the Eurocentric
character of the local community
and the marginalization of people of
Asian, African, and Jewish descent,
largely absent from the Sheldon’s col-
lections.

COLLAGE BY RIC Kasini Kadour.

Guest curator Ric Kasini Kadour
will be at the opening reception Fri-
day, September 2, 2022, from 5-7
p.m. The reception is free and open to
the public. A book accompanying the
exhibit, published by Kolaj Institute,
will be available in the museum store.

Brandon Town Hall: The Silverbacks Blues & Rock
Band

Another chance to dance the night away with The Sil-
verbacks starting at 7:30 p.m. A Blues and Classic Rock
band that offers authentic Blues and vintage Rock and
Roll tunes. The band offers a great selection of songs
that are recognizable and thoroughly danceable.

Tickets: Couples: $14, Adults, $8, Seniors and Students,
$7. Sponsored by Heritage Family Credit Union. Satur-
day, September 10, 8:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m.

Revolutionary war encampment at Mount Indepen-
dence

"Soldiers atop the Mount” reenactment weekend honors
soldiers who built and garrisoned Mount Independence.

Immerse yourself in a Revolutionary War experience at
the Mount Independence State Historic Site in Orwell,
Vermont, on Saturday and Sunday, September 3 and 4,
2022, for the “Soldiers Atop the Mount” annual week-
end encampment. This event honors the soldiers who
built and garrisoned Mount Independence in 1776-77,

Trail Walkabout (10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.), with experts

at stations around the trail and reenactor camp talking
to visitors about Revolutionary War subjects specific to
those locations. Later in the day, reenactors will demon-
strate period life, skills, and military activities, and in the
afternoon, present a woods skirmish, leading visitors to
follow the action.

Sunday morning, a reenactor portraying an American
chaplain stationed at Mount Independence will present
a sermon that was preached on-site during the Ameri-
can Revolution. Throughout the day, reenactors will offer
several short history vignettes and demonstrations. A re-
enactment of the reading of the Declaration of Indepen-
dence, from which the site gets its name, will happen at

Kennedy Park Concerts

September 10 Jim Shaw
September 24 Patrick Fitzsimmons

All shows 11a-1p in Kennedy Park.
Sponsored by the Downtown Brandon Alliance.
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admission is $7.00 for adults, free for children under

I includes visiting the museum. The museum shop,

n excellent selection of books and other items, will be
Food and beverages, and light snacks are available
rchase on both days. Mount Independence is located
he end of Mount Independence Road, six miles west of
rersection of Vermont Routes 22A and 73 in Orwell. The
open Tuesdays through Sundays, 10:00 am to 5:00 pm,
yh October 9. Call (802) 948-2000 for schedule details or
\e website at https://mountindependence.org/

on Museum: A quartet of presentations at the

on Museum

\g at noon, Bob Hooker will show several interesting
objects he has excavated in his yard with a little family
y thrown in as well—his grandfather and great-grand-
father were both blacksmiths on the property where
Bob lives.

Rod Michaud will discuss his extensive collection of
mechanical banks and toys, like the 1886 Uncle Sam
mechanical bank included in the Sheldon’s exhibit.

Pam Pezzulo will share how she started her collec-
tion of antique children’s sewing machines like the
Hansel and Gretel machine in the exhibit, and show
some examples from her collection.

Musician Rick Ceballos collects banjos and has a

few proto-banjos from Africa. He will talk about the
Ngoni in the Sheldon’s exhibit along with a few other
instruments.

9:

Sheldon Museum Tick Talk

David Allen, Associate Professor of biology at
Middlebury College will present “The Ecology of
Ticks and Tick-borne Diseases” in the Sheldon's
barn. Allen studies the ecological, climate, and
landscape factors which determine tick-borne dis-
ease risk. He uses a mix of fieldwork, lab-based and
modeling methods.

Over the last two decades, tick populations and
cases of tick-borne diseases (like Lyme disease) have
increased dramatically in Vermont. Tick populations
are influenced by a complex set of biotic (e.g., deer
and mouse populations) and abiotic (e.g., climate)
drivers. As a result, it is hard to say what is responsi-
ble for the dramatic change to tick populations. This
talk will present a brief introduction to tick biology.
Allen will also discuss his research trying to under-
stand what drives tick-borne disease risk in Vermont.

Free and open to the public, seating is limited, first
come-first served. Bring a bag lunch if you'd like!

lon Town Hall: Beekeepers Statewide Conference
8:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. The Vermont Beekeepers will hold

nmer membership meeting for the second year in a row.

not an FOTH event. If you think you might want to take
ekeeping or just learn more about it, you can register

> meeting at the door. Registration for non-members is
).

1ey Museum of History : Book signing with Megan
author of the series “Vermont Wild.”

s from 11 a.m. — 2 p.m Megan Price is a Vermont Lakes
n native whose heritage is 100 percent Welsh. True
gan's heritage, her original plan was to sing, but she
=d writing was more likely to pay the bills. Megan

d as a news reporter, was later elected to serve three
in the Vermont Legislature and later worked for health
>form to benefit elderly Vermonters that resulted in a
tment of Justice investigation. For the past decade,

n has focused on writing the stories of retired game
ns. The result is "Vermont Wild, Adventures of Fish &
Wardens" which has proven a hit with ages nine to 99
mont and nationwide.

ardens' stories are told in the first person and immortal-

ize their true encounters with hungry bear, angry moose, rau-
cous raccoons and endless clever poachers. The stories are
read aloud in schools from Maine to Texas taken to hunting
camp and shared in nursing homes. To date, Megan has put
more than 100 of the men's stories into print, with the photos
of the men and a brief bio in each book.

The signing will be held at the Poultney Museum of History
and Art, 168 York Street, Poultney, Vt.

Four collectors present their
acquisitions at the Sheldon
Museum, September 14 at noon

Four collectors who lent objects to the Sheldon Muse-
um’s current exhibit Addison County Collects will share
stories about their collections with the community in the
Henry Sheldon Museum’s barn.

Bruce Yelton will share information about the East
Middlebury Iron Works, which was built in 1831, and the
iron slag he lent to the Sheldon’s exhibit.

Sas Carey, whose mission in life is to support and pre-
serve traditional Mongolian nomadic life, will share some
of her rich stories and show some of the Mongolian cloth-
ing she has collected over the years.

A collector of sticks and stones, Diana Bigelow takes
her collection one step further by creating whimsical fig-
ures from the natural materials, and the ballet dancer on
display is one of many figures she has made over the last
few years.

Eva Garcelon-Hart will talk about her experience or-
ganizing the artwork of NYC artist Wtadystaw Brzosko
and the exhibit of his works she curated at Middlebury
College in 2008. Brzosko, originally from Poland, spent
ten years after moving to the US from Paris creating a se-
ries, “Memories from the Warsaw Ghetto,” depicting the
doomed April 1943 Jewish uprising to which he was an
eyewitness.

The program is free and open to the public. Seating is
limited; first come, first served. Bring a brown bag lunch
if you’d like.

For more details about the series, visit www.HenryShel-
donMuseum.org or call the Sheldon at 802-388-2117.
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17:

West Rutland hosts annual Block Party

The annual West Rutland Block Party will take place on the
Town Hall Green and Marble Street from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Marble Street from Campbell Street to Main Street will be
closed to traffic to host the festivities. The day will feature
games, craft vendors, and food trucks. The musical enter-
tainment will feature West Rutland’s Rock Lab, Tony’s Polka
Band, and Satin & Steel. The event will be topped off with an
evening fireworks display.

Admission is free. Bring a chair and your dancing shoes.

Vendors featuring ethnic food, artisans, and makers are wel-
comed. A 10" x 10’ space is $20. Call 802-438-2263 for more
information.

Barn OPERA

Sept 16 & 17, 730pm
BARN OPERA presents Straus’
Comedy Ariadne auf Naxos

BARN OPERA, is
thrilled to return to live
performance with Rich-
ard Strauss’ Ariadne auf
Naxos. Known for inno-
vative takes on master-
works, this BARN OPERA
production will be no ex-
ception. Artistic director
(Joshua Collier) has a new
concept that takes the al-
ready comedic opera, and
turns it on its head, provid-
ing a night of operatic self-
deprecation, and airing the
perennial rivalry between
the Operatic and the Musi-
cal theatre mediums. While
the first act will be sung
in colloquial English, the
second act will be in the
original German—the first
time a German opera will
be sung in its original lan-
guage at BARN OPERA.

The production centers
around “The Richest Man
in Vermont” who, for a din-
ner party, rents out the most
spectacular event space

in the region—the BARN
OPERA House—wfor
which he has commis-
sioned a new opera seria
from one of the most fa-
mous up-and-coming com-
posers to be premiered. His
wife, however, hates the
opera, and much prefers a
Broadway review for the
evening’s entertainment.

The first act sees both
groups, equally disdainful
toward the other, arguing
about which performance
would happen first. There
are petty insults and witty
barbs, but then the assistant
for the “Richest Man in
Vermont” announces that
rather than two individual
shows, they would com-
bine the shows to create
one show, all to be com-
plete by 10pm. With only
half an hour to organize,
and with many competing
interests, sparks fly and hi-
jinks ensue.
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Enjoy 2022 at Brandon Town Hall

and Community Center

Saturday, September 3, 7:30-10:00 pm

“The Silverbacks” Blues &
Classic Rock Dance Band

Another chance to dance the night away with The Silverbacks, Brandon’s
hometown rock band that offers authentic Blues & Classic Rock & Roll.
You'll hear Dire Straits, Stevie Ray Vaughan, Bruce Springsteen, CCR, Eric
Clapton and more recognizable and thoroughly danceable tunes!

Tickets: Couples $14, Adults $8, Seniors and Students $7.

Sponsored by Heritage Family Credit Union.

Saturday, September 10, 7:00 pm

Silent Movie:
“The Flying Ace” (1926)

Town Hall proudly presents one of the earliest all-black motion pictures,
“The Flying Ace,” which was added to the National Film Registry this past
December. A rare example of movies produced for black-only theaters found
at the time in some parts of the nation. It tells the story of a WWTI pilot
tasked with solving the mysterious disappearance of a railroad payroll.

Free Will Donation Event.

Sponsored by Gary and Nancy Meffe.

Saturday, September 17, 7:30 pm

‘““Moose Crossing”

Classic Jazz Band

Hailing from Poultney, VT, Moose Crossing plays youthful, energized takes
on classic jazz tunes from Miles Davis, Frank Sinatra, Duke Ellington and
beyond! They also perform funkier jazz-infused takes on rock and pop tunes
from the Beatles, Stevie Wonder, Bruno Mars, the Doors & more.

Tickets: Adults $8, Seniors and Students $6.

Sponsored by American Legion Post 55, Brandon, Kathy ¢

Wayne Rosenberger, Lyn & Jim DesMarais, Stacy Holden &

Kirk Thomas, Donald Abelson & Joseph Everett, Nifty Thrifty, in

memory of Martha Thurston, Peter and Louise Kelly.

Saturday, September 24, 7:30 pm

‘“Dissipated Eight”
A Cappella Group

This Middlebury College favorite returns for their 6th year. Their signature
harmonies, touch of comedy and interactions with the audience make them
a Town Hall favorite. Their stage presence, comedic routines, solos and group
numbers are sure to make this an enjoyable evening. You will hear a variety
of songs from modern day pop to traditional barbershop.

Tickets: Adults $8, Seniors and Students $6.

Sponsored by Pam ¢ Steve Douglass, Patty Wood,

Harold & Jean Somerset, New England Woodcraft,

Vermont County Store.

Sunday, September 25, 3:00-6:00 pm and
Monday, September 26, 6:00-8:00 pm

“Brandon Has Talent” Auditions

This show is a highlight of our 2022 season & is a fun night for the audience
as well as the performers. If you like to sing, dance, play an instrument or
have a special talent, just contact Dennis at denniswmarden@gmail.com or
802-247-5420 to be a part of the 8th Annual “Brandon Has Talent” show!

Friends of BrandonTown Hall

Handicap Accessible...501(c)(3) organization + brandontownhall.com
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THE VERMONT MARBLE Museum in Proctor will reopen in the fall.
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Photos by Steven Jupiter

Vermont Marble Museum delves into Proctor’s history with two vintage films

BY STEVEN JUPITER

PROCTOR—The heart of
Proctor is made of marble, in
both a literal and a figurative
sense: Literally, the center of the
town is physically dominated
by the stone—a graceful marble
bridge crosses Otter Creek, and
the Vermont Marble Museum
is immediately adjacent; figu-
ratively, Proctor owes its very
existence to the stuff, as the
town was created in the 1880s
specifically for the operations of
the behemoth Vermont Marble
Company, whose first president
was Redfield Proctor.

Almost everything one sees
in the village today was built by
“the company” either to produce
marble or to cater to the work-
ers. Proctor was a quintessen-
tial “company town” until the
Company effectively went out
of business in the 1970s, when it
was sold to OMYA.

The Vermont Marble Muse-
um occupies one of the compa-
ny’s old buildings in downtown
Proctor. Though the Museum has
been closed since the beginning
of the pandemic, it’s planning
a “soft re-opening” in October.
To reconnect with the com-
munity, it sponsored a showing
and discussion of two short vin-
tage films about the Company
at the Union Church in Proctor
this past Saturday evening. The
films were Mountains of Marble
(1937) and Marble Today and
Tomorrow (1958).

The program attracted an au-

dience of roughly 40 people and
began with an introduction by
historian Kevin Thornton of the
Marble Museum, who explained
that the films had been recently
rediscovered in a private col-
lection and digitized with as-
sistance from Fred Pond of the
Vermont Historical Society (in
attendance) and a grant from
the John M. Bissell Founda-
tion. Barbara Lacy of the Union
Church was also present to wel-
come the audience.

The two films differed in
some obvious respects—the
1937 film was in black and
white while the 1958 film was
in color, for example—but both
shared an extreme reverence for
marble as a material and narra-
tors who sounded vaguely like
Cary Grant.

It was possible to enjoy the
films simply as artifacts of their
eras. Mountains of Marble even
had a brief scene with a woman
doffing her satin dressing gown
in a marble-clad bathroom. The
narrator admonished the audi-
ence to “look at the marble”
while an unexpected glimpse of
nudity caused the room to erupt
in laughter.

The opening of Marble To-
day and Tomorrow featured
slabs of marble swirling about
in pinkish light—very much a
kitschy mid-century aesthetic.
The work had the retro vibe of
a school filmstrip trying hard to
make a dry subject seem cool,
almost to the point of a Simp-

son’s parody. There were many
images of men’s hands caressing
the smooth contours of various
pieces of marble.

But both films followed the
same basic outline. They each
offered an account of how mar-
ble came into existence as the
pressurized remains of sea crea-
tures. Vermont is rich in marble
because it used to be covered
by a prehistoric ocean, of which
Lake Champlain is all that’s left.

Each film explained how the
stone is located, extracted, pro-
cessed, and shipped. They each
showed several examples of Ver-
mont marblecraft in New York
City (e.g., Rockefeller Center,
United Nations) and Washing-
ton, D.C. (e.g., Supreme Court,
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier).

Both films made clear that
people at every level of the
company made marble their
lives: Geologists, miners, cut-
ters, polishers, and carvers. It’s
notable, though, that neither film
featured any interviews with ex-
ecutives, since throughout its
history the company was led
by men—all Republican—who
seemed to pass the governorship
of Vermont from one to the next
like a corporate perk. It’s impos-
sible to overstate the company’s
influence on Vermont politics
in the 19th and 20th centuries.
Vermont Marble Company ran
Vermont for a long time.

When the films were over,
Mr. Thornton took the floor
again and solicited questions

and stories from the audience.
There were questions about
quarry-worker  compensation
($0.42/hr.in the 1930s), injuries
(one-to-two fatalities per year,
according to available records),
and current reserves of marble
in Vermont (only Danby still
produces in quantity).

It was a mostly older crowd;
many had come because they
had family connections to the
company. One gentleman re-
called that his father had been
a scab at the Company during
a strike and had been run off
the road by angry union work-
ers. He’d had to pull a pistol to
defend himself. Mr. Thornton
added that five men from Center
Rutland had gone to prison for
beating up scabs.

Vermont today is hardly con-
sidered a hotbed of ethnic di-
versity, but the marble industry
in the 19th and 20th centuries
attracted workers from Ireland,
Canada, Sweden, Italy, and Po-
land, among other countries.
“Ethnicity was hugely impor-
tant,” said Thornton. “The con-
flicts among the different ethnic
groups made union organizing
really difficult. It was hard to get
them to see themselves as work-
ers first and whatever their eth-
nicity was second.”

As tight-fisted as the Com-
pany could be with wages, it
built schools, a library, a hospi-
tal, and houses (not all of which
were heated or fitted with toilets,
however). “The fact that the

Company provided so much in
Proctor created a very different
feeling than up in Barre, where
there were several different
marble companies, and none did
much for their workers,” said
Thornton. “It’s probably why
there are still so many people in
Proctor who remember the com-
pany affectionately.”

It was clear that many in the
audience appreciated the op-
portunity to share their families’
experiences in the company’s
heyday and their memories of
growing up in Proctor as the
company was winding down.
And so, the films will be shown
again, according to Thornton,
though no specific plans have
been made. He’s currently work-
ing on a documentary film about
the Marble Strike of 1935 and
would love to hear from any-
one with stories or memories
of a parent or grandparent who
worked for the Company. He can
be reached at kevin.p.thornton@
gmail.com.

And the next time you drive
through Proctor, or any Vermont
town that ever had a quarry, no-
tice the preponderance of mar-
ble. It’s everywhere in Vermont.
For nearly 100 years, it was the
state’s bread and butter. You
can’t understand the history of
Vermont without an understand-
ing of the role of marble and the
Vermont Marble Company of
Proctor.



Page 16 — The Reporter, August 31, 2022

Miris Phatas

Can you identify any of the people in these vintage photos from
Mim Welton’s Dateline Brandon newspaper archives? Let us know!

E-mail ads@brandonreporter.com
if you can identify someone

in these photos.
Or call us at 247-8080

Jessica Doos emailed in recognizing a few people in
this band photo. She recognized Mark Pelletier on
the far left guitar, Tad Merrick in the middle, and she
wasn't 100% positive but thought the gentlemen on
the mic is Roger Lynam.

\ %




Crossword

CLUES ACROSS

1. Taxi

4. Cattle disease (abbr.)

7. Before the present

8. They burn in a grill

10. Enough (archaic)

12."A Doll's House" playwright

13. Long loop of cloth worn
around the waist

14. Napoleonic Wars battle

16. Chinese surname

17. Fragrant essential oil

19. Follows sigma

20. Model

21. A place with many dining
options

25.BBQdish

26. Corn comes on it

27. A sheep in its second year

29. Triad

30. They __

31. Actor DiCaprio

32. TV's “Edith Bunker”

39. Sustenance

41. Man who behaves
dishonorably

42. Cause a loud, harsh sound

43. A way to take in liquids

44. Gene type

45. The Miami mascot is one

46. Excessive fluid accumulation
in tissues

48. Casino machine

49. Contains cerium

50. Something with a letter-like
shape

51. Handwoven Scandinavian rug

52. Legendary actress Ruby

Sudoku
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CLUES DOWN

1. Conqueror

2. Kin relation

3. Increases the value of

4. Pack

5. Popular nut

6. Dogs’ enemies

8. Former OSS

9. Unpleasant person

11. Come again?

14. Beverage container

15. Rock formation

18. Dorm official

19. The bill in a restaurant

20. Type of jug

22. Importance requiring swift
action

23. Outfit

24. Small Eurasian deer

27. Weight used in China

28. A major division of
geological time

29. Popular beverage

31. Confined condition (abbr.)

32. Practical joking

33. Pouchlike structure

34. Pound

35. Lilly and Manning are two

36. Stopped discussing

37. Baltimore ballplayer

38. Candymaker

39. One thousandth of a second
(abbr.)

40. Northern sea duck

44. Partner to cheese

47. Cannot be found

6 .\

Here's how a sudoku puzzle works:

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To
solve a sudoku every row, every column and every box must contain the numbers 1
through 9. Each number must appear only once in each row, column and box. Figure
out where to fill in the missing numbers by using the numeric clues already provided
in the boxes. The more numbers that are filled in, the easier it gets to solve .
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Rutland County Humane Society has launched its
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DRIVE!

Join RCHS and know you are a partner in helping abandoned, stray, and abused animals find their furever home. Your
membership enables us to provide medical care, food, and comfortable warm kennels PLUS all the time and love they
need to become healthy and begin the next chapter of their lives. Please consider joining RCHS, and as an added bonus,
receive discounts at our partner vendors: Brandon Blue Seal, Castleton Pet Supply, Catamount Pet Supply, Happy Paws
Daycare, S. E. Smith, Inc., and The Pet Cage! Go to www.rchsvt.org/membership to join now!

1 COULD BE THE NEW FRIEND YOU'VE BEEN LOOKING FOR!

MEET AQUAMARINE 4-MONTH-OLD. SPAYED FEMALE.

Domestic Short Hair. Grey Tortie with White. If you are looking for an energetic ball of
energy, please consider checking out our kittens. They are goofy and playful and ready
to keep you entertained. They have all been spayed/neutered and have received their
age-appropriate vaccines. It will be important to get them into your vet shortly after
adoption to ensure they stay up to date on their vaccines. They are all using the litter
box well at the shelter. They play with toys and their friends’ tails!

MEET ROSE 3-YEAR-OLD. SPAYED FEMALE.

Terrier Mix. Grey with White. If you are looking for a sweet and goofy gal, please
consider Rose! She is sweet, smart, and loves to be around people. Her favorite

past times are going for walks, rolling around in the grass, and hopping around her
favorite people. Yes, she hops! When she gets excited, she will hop around you with
her toy and wait for pets. Rose is looking for an active family to go for hikes and walks
with and then relax on the couch after. She is great at just relaxing with you, but ready
to go whenever you are. If you are interested in learning more about her or scheduling
an appointment, please call the Adoption Center at 802-483-6700.

RUTLAND COUNTY

HUMANE SOCIETY

802-483-6700 + WWW.RCHSVT.ORG
765 STEVENS RD. ¢ PITTSFORD

v’ o ]

ADOPTION CENTER OPEN
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY.
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New in Large Print,
donated by Linda
Thomas in honor of
Brenda Whittaker:

"The Soviet Sisters" by
Anika Scott- a grippin
storﬁ of spies, blackmail, an
double, triple bluffs following
the lives of two spy sisters
after WW2,

"The Darling Dahlias and
the Red Hot Poker" by Susan
Wittig Albert- The "garden
group faces romance, politi-
cal drama and an arsonist as
a hurricane makes its way
toward their little town of
Darling, Alabama.

"The Scalper" by Richard
Prosch Short stories from the
old west featuring two outlaws
FlOt the demise of a woman
rom the past; a gunman is
plagued by ornery cats; an
emerging artist threatens the
status quo of an old Wyoming
camp and more.

"An Impossible Imposter"
by Deanna Raybourn (Veron-
ica Speedwell #7) Veronica
Speedwell and her natural
historian beau Stoker are
summoned to investigate the
return of a man thought long
dead- who stands to inherit a
legendary collection of price-
less Rajasthani jewels.

"The Daughter of Doctor

'Off the Shelf

New books at the Brandon Free Public Library

Did you know?

Our Library of Things
is growing! We now
have available for use
in the library: a sewing
machine, a serger, a 3-D
printer,an OWL camera
and a button maker. New
for check out we have a
projector, microphone,
green screen and other

goodies!
\

Moreau" by Silvia Moreno-
Garcia (also available in
rePular print) A reimagined
tale of the mad genius, his
daughter, a melancholy as-
sistant, the doctor's human-
animal hybrids and the man
who threatens their carefully
balanced existence.

New DVDS:

BBC’s The Green Planet
An exploration of Plants
and their secret unseen
lives. From forming mutuall
beneficial relationships wit
animals to how they interact
with the environment. Us-
ing specialist cameras, this
spectacular series allows us

to travel beyond the power of

the human eye, to look closer
at their interconnected world.

Each episode introduces a set
of plants, reveals the battles
they face, and the ingenious

ways they've found to survive.

Mr. Malcolm’s List

In nineteenth-century Eng-

land, jilted by London's most
eligibf

vinces her friend to play the
role of his ideal match.

he's found the perfect woman
or the perfect hoax.

An American Pickle

An American Pickle stars
Seth Rogen as Herschel
Greenbaum, a struggling
labourer who immigrates to
America in 1919 with dreams

of building a better life for
day,

his beloved family. One
while working at his factor

iob, he falls into a vat of pick-
es and is brined for 100 years.
The brine preserves him per-

fectly and when he emerges
in present day Brooklyn, he
finds that he "hasn't aged a
day. But when he seeks out
his family, he learns that his
only surviving relative is his
reat-grandson

coder whom Herschel can't
even begin to understand.

e bachelor, Julia con-

oon,
Mr. Malcolm wonders whether

Ben Green-
aum (also played by Rogen),
a mild-mannered computer

ARIES March 21-April 20

This week you may need to carve out
some alone time to get yourself centered
again, Aries. Too many things have been
pulling you in different directions lately.

TAURUS April 21-May 21

Don't feel the need to conform to what
others expect from you, Taurus. You don't
have to fit into a mold. Figure out what
works for you and go with it.

GEMINI May 22-June 21

Gemini, some heavy issues may be
coming your way and you'll need to work
through them. This may be something
that requires collaboration with others.

CANCER June 22-July 22

Don't try to force your way into a
situation, Cancer. If things don't happen
organically, you'll have to try another way
oraccept things aren't meant to be.

LEO July 23-Aug. 23

Leo, the novel approach you'll want to
take regarding a situation this week may
be met with some opposition. Don't let
that deter you from trying something
innovative.

VIRGO Aug. 24-Sept. 22

Virgo, even though there have been
some big changes in your life of late,
there is room for more modification. You
simply have to go with the flow for the
time being.

LIBRA Sept. 23-Oct. 23

It's easy to get thrown for a loop when so
many things are changing rapidly, Libra.
Keef) your eye on the prize and you will
Ifike y come through on the other side just
ine.

SCORPIO Oct. 24-Nov. 22

Scorpio, the way others see you isn't who
you really are. Keep doing what you are
doing if Kou are pleased, as you don't
have to change your colors to appeal to
others.

SAGITTARIUS Nov. 23-Dec. 21
Reevaluate your priorities this week,
Sagittarius. You don't need the best or the

WEEKLY HOROSCOPE

biggest to be happy. Focus on your health
and the little things instead.

CAPRICORN Dec. 22-Jan. 20

This is the week to focus on nourishing
your spiritual self, Capricorn. If you are
religious, attend a service or volunteer
for your house of worship; otherwise,
meditate at home.

AQUARIUS Jan. 21-Feb. 18
Aquarius, a sense of nervousness may
have you acting without thinking things
through.Team up with someone you trust
to thoroughly vet ideas before diving in.

PISCES Feb. 19-March 20

Pisces, be careful what you say to others
because you don't know what that person
will repeat. Avoid gossip at all costs.

SLELELELSLSELEL &L

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS

Sept. 1
Sept. 2

Zendaya, actor, singer (26)
Lili'uokalani, Queen of the
Hawaiian Islands (d)
Sadhguru (Jassi Vasudev),
author, yogi and mystic (75)
Richard Wright, novelist (d)
Freddie Mercury, singer (d)
Idris Elba, actor, (50)

Chrissie Hynde, musician (71)

Sept.3

Sept. 4
Sept.5
Sept. 6
Sept.7

"Porch Pirate” still at large
after snatching booty from
Conant Square residence

BRANDON — Police began
their week with a report of a
theft of a Sony Play Station on
Ballantine Drive that took place
in December of 2021. As a result
of an investigation into the com-
plaint, Kris Ward, 23, of Rutland
City, was issued a citation to
appear in the Rutland County
Superior Court-Criminal Divi-
sion on Oct. 3 at 11 a.m. for ar-
raignment on the charge of petit
larceny.

Along with Brandon’s Animal
Control officer, Police respond-
ed on Aug. 23 to a report of an
opossum stuck under a tree grate
on Center Street. The opossum
fled into a neighboring business,
where it was captured. It was
released away from the down-
town area without harming the
animal.

Later in the day, Police and
Brandon Area Rescue respond-
ed to a mental health issue on
McConnell Road involving an
elderly female household mem-
ber acting out and being ag-
gressive towards other family
members. She was subsequently
transported to the Rutland Re-
gional Medical Center without
incident.

Shortly after 9:20 that eve-
ning, officers and Brandon Res-
cue responded to an address on
Forest Dale Road, where a two-
year-old was having an allergic
reaction. The call initially came
in as a 911 hang-up call but was
later determined to be a medical
emergency. The child was taken
to the hospital via ambulance for
treatment.

Police were called to Birch

Brandon

Police Report

Hill Road on Aug. 24 to conduct
a welfare check at the request
of a father whose daughter was
going to a residence to pick up
her belongings at her ex-boy-
friend’s. The woman’s father
had not heard back from her
since she went to the residence,
and he was concerned for her
well-being. Officers subsequent-
ly located the woman, who was
safe and sound.

Police received a report of
a theft from an apartment by a
“porch pirate” at a residence in
Conant Square on the evening of
Aug. 25. After talking with the
complainant, an investigation
into the incident was initiated.

Shortly after, they joined the
Brandon Fire Department and
Pittsford EMS at the scene of a
two-car motor vehicle crash at
McConnell Road and Stearns
Road intersection. Both drivers
sustained minor injuries. Both
cars were totaled as a result of
the crash. One of the operators
was issued diversion paperwork
for being a minor in possession
of an alcoholic beverage.

Around 12:40 p.m. on Aug.
27, police were called to assist
Brandon rescue for the third
time during the week to help
them enter an apartment build-
ing on Jones Drive to evaluate
an elderly female suffering from
dementia-related issues.

(See Police report, Page 19)
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Police report

(Continued from Page 18)

Later in the day, Police pa-
trolled the area around the
quarry off Grove Street after a
report of an ongoing problem
with youths hanging around
there. Officers will be conduct-
ing more foot patrols in the area
in the future to dissuade further
trespassing.

The same evening, they again
assisted Brandon Rescue, this
time with a man who had fall-
en on River Street and hurt his
back.

On the night of Aug. 28, a fe-
male came to the police depart-
ment to advise them of a custody
dispute between her and her es-
tranged husband. Upon further
discussion, the female became
uncooperative and refused to
provide the information required
to begin an investigation.

Later, police got a call about
a juvenile at the Brandon Mo-
tor Lodge who did not want to
return to her residence. Arrange-
ments were subsequently made
to have the juvenile stay at the
neighbors for the night.

At around 10 p.m., Police
responded to a request for a
welfare check on an elderly fe-
male on Mulcahy Drive. Her
family had not heard from her
in a while and were concerned.
When police located the woman,
who was safe and sound, they
found that her phone had died
and that she was unable to make
any calls. The officer relayed
this information to the family.

In other activity, Brandon po-
lice:

On Aug. 22

* Received a report of threats/
harassment.

» Took fingerprints for school
employment, foster parents, fos-
ter grandparents, and teacher
licensure.

* Responded to a late report
of theft from a building on Bal-
lantine Dr.

 Assisted a vehicle owner by
creating an incident report after
her vehicle was damaged in an
alleged hit-and-run at an un-
known location. Damage docu-
mented for insurance purposes.

» Assisted the Pittsford Po-
lice Department in serving a
defendant a notice against tres-
pass at a residence on High Pond
Road.

* Made a motor vehicle stop
on Grove Street at Arnold Dis-
trict Road for defective equip-
ment and issued a warning to the
operator.

* Conducted speed enforce-
ment along Route-7 in Bran-
don on the town’s southern and
northern borders. Stopped one
vehicle and issued a warning to

the operator.

On Aug. 23

e Made a motor vehicle stop
for speeding on Franklin Street.
Warning issued to the operator

* Conducted a routine busi-
ness check at Cattails Restaurant
on Grove Street.

» Patrolled Center Street on
foot. No suspicious activity was
observed.

e Took  fingerprints  for
school employment and teacher
licensure.

e Made a motor vehicle stop
on Franklin Street for driving on
the shoulder. The officer deter-
mined that the operator was fix-
ing his satellite for navigation in
his vehicle, which caused him to
be distracted and swerve. Warn-
ing issued to the operator for
driving on roadways laned for
traffic.

* Freed an opossum trapped
on Center Street.

e Served a subpoena to an in-
dividual at the Brandon Police
station.

* Responded to a mental
health issue on McConnell
Road.

* Made a business check at
the Brandon Free Public Library
on Franklin Street.

* Made motor vehicle stops
on Franklin Street, Grove Street,
and McConnell Road for speed-
ing. Issued four warnings and a
ticket.

* Conducted speed enforce-
ment on McConnell Road and
Champlain Street. Stopped one
driver for speeding and two
drivers for violations unrelated
to speeding.

* Made a motor vehicle stop
for an equipment violation on
McConnell Road and issued a
ticket to the operator.

* Assisted Brandon Rescue
with a two-year-old having an
allergic reaction on Forest Dale
Road.

e Made a motor vehicle
stop at Pearl Street and Conant
Square intersection for a stop
sign violation. Warning issued
to the operator.

On Aug. 24
¢ Conducted a welfare check
at a residence on Birch Hill
Road
* Conducted directed speed
enforcement on Grove Street.

On Aug. 25

e Enforced speed limit on
Grove Street. One operator
stopped for speeding.

* Made motor vehicle stops
on Grove Street, one for speed-
ing and one for operating a ve-
hicle while using a cell phone.
Warnings were issued to both

operators.

* Received a report of a theft
from an apartment in Conant
Square.

* Responded to a two-car
crash at McConnell Road and
Stearns Road intersection.

On Aug. 26

* Conducted VIN verification
for a snowmobile.

* Served emergency care or-
ders on behalf of the Rutland
Unit for Special Investigations.

On Aug. 27

* Enforced speed limit on
McConnell Road, Carver Street,
and later in the day, Grove
Street. Issued three tickets for
speeding and several for other
violations.

* Made motor vehicle stops
on McConnell Road, Carver
Street, Center Street, and Grove
Street. Issued two speeding tick-
ets, two warnings, a ticket for
operating a cell phone while
driving, and a ticket for an unre-
lated violation.

 Assisted Brandon Rescue in
gaining entry into an apartment
building on Jones Drive.

* Received report of kids
hanging around the rock quarry
off Grove Street.

 Patrolled rock quarry off
Grove Street on foot.

* Received a complaint from
Brandon Motor Lodge on Frank-
lin Street concerning individuals
slamming and banging doors
and revving their car engines.

* Assisted Brandon Area Res-
cue with a male who had fallen
on River Street.

On Aug. 28

« Patrolled Center Street on
foot.

« Offered help to a homeless
female staying in the gazebo on
Park Street.

* Conducted directed traffic
enforcement patrol on Carver
Street. No activity was observed.

* Made motor vehicle stops
on Center Street, Prospect
Street, and Forest Dale Road.
Two tickets were issued for op-
erating a motor vehicle while
using a cell phone, and one for
speeding.

* Conducted directed traf-
fic enforcement on Champlain
Street. No traffic violation activ-
ity was observed.

* Received in-person report
of a custody dispute.

Patrolled Estabrook Field on
foot for a planned event.

* Received information re-
garding a hit-and-run accident
in Leicester the day prior.

* Assisted with a juvenile
problem on Franklin Street.

* Made a welfare check on a
Mulcahy Drive resident.
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Hunters reminded of rules

on importing

VERMONT — Hunters travel-
ing outside Vermont to hunt deer
or elk need to keep in mind that
a regulation designed to protect
Vermont’s wild deer from chronic
wasting disease (CWD) remains
in effect, according to a reminder
from the Vermont Fish and Wildlife
Department.

CWD is a fatal disease of deer
and elk brain and nervous system.
Abnormal prion proteins produce
lesions in the brain that cause disori-
entation and emaciation in conjunc-
tion with other abnormal behaviors.
This highly contagious disease is
always fatal to deer. For the latest
information on CWD, check these
websites: www.vtfishandwildlife.

deer and elk

com and www.cwd-info.org.

The potential exists for CWD
prion proteins to be introduced to
the environment through the bodily
fluids of CWD-positive deer, elk,
or moose and then persist in the
environment for extended periods
of time.

The Vermont rules on importing
and possession of deer or elk from
arcas with CWD and captive hunt
areas or farms state that it is illegal
to import or possess deer or elk, or
parts of deer or elk, from states and
Canadian provinces that have had
CWD, or from captive hunt or farm
facilities with the following excep-
tions:

(See Hunting rules, Page 21)

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE
247-3449

WhittakerRealEstate.com 802-247-6633

(802)236-9076(T) (802)236-9075(C)
Tom@WhittakerRealEstate.com
Top of the Hill, Brandon, VT

Conveniently located camp close to Fern Lake, Lake Dunmore, and the Green
Mountain National Forest. Open layout gives plenty of living space and the two
bedrooms are both good sized too. Insulated for year-round use with a propane
direct vent heater. There's a composting toilet, and the water is collected off the
roof for washing, laundry, dishes, and general use.
Drinking water is from off site. Built by the seller in
1970 and well kept ever since. $98,000

802-247-3449

Marty @RoweRealEstate.com

RoweRealEstate.com

BRANDON: Mt. Pleasant Building Lots
Fiber Optic Cable Available
Plan for tomorrow by securing your future home site
now. 17 lots ready for your new ‘energy efficient’
home. 3/4 to 1 A% with all utilities & enjoying
gorgeous mountain & pastoral views. Located in the
qualnt village of Brandon with art galleries, shops,
g & prof | services. C to
Mlddlebury & Rutland & 45 min. +/- to Killington,
Pico & Middlebury Snow Bowl. Ski, hike, bike &
enjoy nearby lakes. Owner/Broker/Developer.Prices
starting at 49 000

We ve Moved to
14 Mt. Pleasant Dr. Brandon
Same phone: 802-247-6633
Same People - Same Expertise
802-236-9075 (C); 802-236-9076(T)

————— CHECK OUT OUR LISTINGS ONLINE ————
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Get your business noticed! ONLY $10/week!

Ad design included in price.
Call The Reporter today at 802-247-8080 or email ads@brandonreporter.com

usiness

& Service
Directory

Accounting

LAURIE L. BERTRAND
Certified Public Accountant

Bookkeeping & Payroll Services
Individual & Corporate Tax Preparation
Experience You Can Count On /

4 Carver Street, Brandon * By Appt. Only
465-8362 « fax 465-8438

Accounting

Sharon L. Stearns, CPA, PLLC

Accounting, Tax & Consulting Services

Individuals, | Bookkeeping
Small Business Payroll & Tax Return
& Non Profits | Quickbooks Preparation

P. O. Box 22, 900 Pearl Street, Brandon, VT 05733

sharon@stearnscpa.com ° www.stearnscpa.com

(802) 247-8300 By Appt. Only

Tax Planning

Auto Body Shop

Auto Repair

Hair Salon

Certified Collision Experts

‘ I-m AllMakes and Models
[ Y

Working with all
Certified Technicians

Insurance companies
(802) 388-9961
Mon-Fri8am-5pm
2196 Rt 7 South,
Middlebury
stonecdjr.com

Hometown Service from
Your Hometown Dealers!

Factory-Trained Technicians @ N@I Do
Servicing all makes and models GGt

G Stone Motors Stone
36 Boardman St., Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram
Middlebury 2149Rt7So., Middlebury
(802) 388-6718 (802) 388-9961
gstonemotors.com stonecdjr.com

P
& SHEILAS
= HAIR STYLING

Cuts, Colors, Wash & Sets

Men, Women & Children &”
Walk-Ins Welcome P\
‘\

Accepting New Clients
NN NS
3 Franklin St. | Brandon, VT | 802-247-6829

Contractor

Events, Meetings & Functions

fichuilders.com

« Full service general
contractor
« Turn key construction

FJC « Kind knowledgeable staff

802.310.1986
One call does it all

Christopher Netelkos
cnetelkos@fjchuilders.com < Sudbury, Vt.

@)
ANBAR  Book Yountoliday
BRANDON INN ,DW A/ow,

One Stop for your Unique and Memorable Events
Family Reunions « Baby Showers
Wedding Shower/Rehearsal Dinners/Receptions
Celebrations of Life « Pool and Theme Parties
Full Catering and On-Site Liquor License
“Make A Little History of Your Own”
20 Park , Brandon, Vermont « (802) 247-5766 (g
email: events@brandoninn.com e BrandonInn.com f

Excavating

1963 —— Celebrating Over 50 Years —— 2022

arkowshi

Excavating, Inc.

RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL « INDUSTRIAL
Dozers. Excavators. Heavy Hauling.

Top Soil. Gravel. Sand.

P.O. Box 69 Florence, VT 05744
Phone: (802) 483-6469 Fax: (802) 483-6978

Home Care
o 24 Hour Personal Care
Wﬁ[ﬁ]@@ re e [m « Home Cooked Meals
o Private Rooms
o RN Overviewed
o Exceptional Staff
o Medication
Management
o Daily Activities
o Transportation &
Hospice Care Provided

Residential Care Home
Level Il « ERC Care « State Licensed

Keep Your Loved Ones Close to Home

Please call for info 802-247-5987
3 Union Street
and 360 New Road
Brandon, VT

Owners, Mary and Mike Jensen

Massage

Plumbing & Heating

Clarlotid Biskes

MASSAGE THERAP

Destress your body and rejuve
with the gift of touch.
Therapeutic ¢ Soft Tiss
Swedish/Eslan & Cu
Certified and regist

28+ years of experien

M Heat Pumps
TKJﬁ/m\ﬁ' and Heat Pump

PLUMBING & HEATING Water Heate L
Kitchen & Bathroom Remodels
New Construction ® Qutdoor Faucets
Family-owned and operated.
We return phone calls!
Tony Johnson
Brandon, VT(802) 345-1110  (802) 345-3201

Restoration
Disaster Recovery, Inc.

24/7 Emergency Services Covering Vermont
www.DisasterRecoverylnc.com

» Water Damage Drying/Clean Up

» Mold Remediation

« Carpet Cleaning & Deodorization
« Smoke and Sewage Cleaning
Service

877-765-6340

Fully insured & certified

Storage Containers

Water Delivery

STORAGE CONTAINERS
Rentals & Sales
Delivered To Your Location
Safe & Secure - Water Tight
Great for Seasonal Storage,

Renovation Projects
or Job Sites

Residential Water delivery
for Swimming Pools and Wells

Call (802) 247-5748




Shane Bartshe
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Hunting rules

(Continued from Page 1)

roadway in front of his residence on
Franklin Street—was no longer liv-
ing in Brandon.

The latest revelation—obtained
through a series of emails between
Acting State’s Attorney lan Sulli-
van, Brandon town officials, BPD,
BFPL, and RMHS CEO Dick
Courcelle —brought with it more
questions than answers, particular-
ly surrounding the conditions and
potential duration of his absence,
as well as new development stem-
ming from a July 7 felony aggra-
vated assault on law enforcement
case in Rutland where Mr. Bartshe
was also said to be obstructing a
roadway.

In an email sent on August 25,
Mr. Sullivan—whose only interac-
tions with Bartshe come through
Bartshe’s legal counsel due to sev-
eral pending cases against him—
offered the following: “Mr. Bart-
she’s defense

Kachajian provided.

“A misunderstanding appears to
have resulted from the police de-
partment’s conversation with Ms.
Desins... it is true that our client is
not, as of this writing, in Brandon;
this is not a permanent placement.
We fully expect that he will be re-
turning to his Brandon apartment.
He will be returning at some point
to collect his belongings, but it is
also possible, if not likely, that he
will be returning from his current,
temporary residence to his Brandon
apartment,” wrote Courcelle.

“It is impossible to know when
that may be, as we are currently
managing his needs day-to-day
with dynamics outside our control,”
he continued. “It was stated that our
client is in a crisis bed in another
county. This is inaccurate. He is lo-
cated outside of Brandon at present,
but he has not been in a crisis bed.”

On Monday afternoon, Mr. Sul-

livan sent a new

attorney recently
sought to contin-
ue a hearing. The
defense attorney
asserted that Mr.
Bartshe was in a
crisis bed in an-
other county. I do
not [know] how
long he will be in
a crisis bed.”
“Assuming
the crisis bed is
temporary,” Sul-
livan continued,
“Mr. Bartshe
would likely re-
turn to the com-
munity at some

“For his sake, I also
hope that he does
at least get into
a situation where
he gets the help,
structure, and close
supervision that he
needs so that no
one else has to re-
live this same type
of situation in an-
other community.”

—David Kachajian,
Brandon Chief of Police

email detailing
the  conditions
of release fol-
lowing separate
arraignments
involving ~ Mr.
Bartshe regard-
ing his 2019 sex-
ual assault case
and the felony
assault case from
July 7.

“In the felony
assault on law
enforcement
case, my office
sought to hold
the  defendant
without bail,

point, although I
do not know (and
no one is under any obligation to
tell me) where he will go whenever
the crisis bed ends.”

In an email sent the same day,
BPD Chief David Kachajian wrote,
“Our department was just advised
by Nicole Desins, the embedded
Mental Health Outreach Worker
for the Vermont State Police, that
Mr. Bartshe is no longer living in
the Town of Brandon and that he
was accepted into a mental health
program that is not in the immedi-
ate area.”

“No specific location was pro-
vided due to HIPAA confidenti-
ality,” he continued, “but it does
appear that he is no longer in the
Rutland County area. 1 hope this
information is helpful and that it
brings at least a little peace to the
employees at the library and those
in our community who have had to
endure the issues that his behavior
has caused recently and in the past”.

Friday, on behalf of RMHS—
which has yet to make a public
statement of any kind—Mr. Cour-
celle echoed and refuted some of
the information that Sullivan and

pursuant to 13
V.S.A. § 7553a.
Our motion and accompanying ex-
hibits are attached to this email,”
wrote Sullivan. “Ultimately, after
hearing arguments from the State’s
Attorney’s Office and Mr. Bartshe’s
attorney, Judge Fenster preliminar-
ily denied the request and will set
the matter for a weight of the evi-
dence to make a final decision.”

According to Mr. Sullivan’s
email, Judge Fenster did, however,
add more stringent conditions of re-
lease than were previously given to
Mr. Bartshe, including:

* A 24/7 curfew—a legal term
amounting to home confinement,
except for medical appointments,
legal appointments, or while with
his care provider—that would not
change if Bartshe were admitted
to a residential program outside of
Rutland County;

e Mr. Bartshe’s inability to
possess “dangerous or deadly
weapons;”

» Language stating that Mr.
Bartshe shall not engage in violent
or threatening behavior. Violent
behavior includes physical contact
with another without consent, un-

lawful restraint of another, or phys-
ical contact by “mutual affray”—a
legal term for fighting that does
not include self-defense; threaten-
ing behavior includes conduct that
would cause “a reasonable person
to fear unlawful sexual conduct,
unlawful restraint, bodily injury,
or death, including verbal threats,
written, telephonic, or other elec-
tronically communicated threats,
vandalism, or physical contact
without consent.”

BFPL Director Molly Kennedy
expressed some relief at the re-
cent developments pertaining to
library and librarian safety, noting
that community support has been
a positive outcome from the past
two months of tension and unease.
However, it’s not currently enough
to keep BFPL from changing
course regarding security.

“[The current security plan]
seems to be working, and our
community has really stepped up
to fill in the volunteer hours,” she
said. “T've been humbled by this,
although not surprised in the least.
We will continue on this way un-
til we get confirmation that [Bart-
she’s] status is either appropriately
supported or relocated. We’ll take it
week by week, as we’ve been do-
ing.”

As Kennedy noted, questions
remain as to whether or not Mr.
Bartshe is or will be receiving addi-
tional treatment from RMHS or any
future program where he may enter
into care. HIPAA restrictions make
discerning that care extremely dif-
ficult.

According to BPD, Bartshe re-
peatedly expressed his unhappi-
ness with his living conditions in
Brandon and was thought, in some
cases, to be acting out due to that
displeasure.

As Chief Kachajian wrote in his
August 25 email, “For his sake, I
also hope that he does at least get
into a situation where he gets the
help, structure, and close supervi-
sion that he needs so that no one
else has to re-live this same type of
situation in another community.”

Questions still abound as to the
sufficiency of care received by Mr.
Bartshe while a client of RMHS, as
well as what his future holds, and it
remains to be seen if these changes
will have a positive effect on him,
Brandon, or whatever city or town
he ultimately resides in—questions
that might never be answered.

For now, everyone must wait and
see.

If you, or anyone you
know, are experiencing
difficulties  with the men-

tal health system and would
like to share your story con-
fidentially, please contact
The  Reporter via  email:
news@brandonreporter.com

Anonymity will be respected.

(Continued from Page 19)

* Meat that is cut up, packaged,
and labeled with hunting license in-
formation and not mixed with other
deer or elk during processing;

* Boneless meat;

* Hides or capes with no part of
the head attached;

* Clean skull-cap with antlers at-
tached;

* Antlers with no other meat or
tissue attached,;

* Finished taxidermy heads;

* Upper canine teeth with no tis-
sue attached.

Vermont’s CWD importation
regulations currently apply to hunt-
ers bringing in deer or elk carcasses
from the following states and prov-
inces that have detected CWD in
either captive or wild animals:

Alberta, Arkansas, Colorado, II-
linois, lowa, Kansas, Maryland,
Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi,
Missouri, Montana, Nebraska,

New Mexico, New York, North
Carolina, North Dakota, Ohio,
Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, Quebec,
Saskatchewan, South Dakota, Ten-
nessee, Texas, Utah, Virginia, West
Virginia, Wisconsin, and Wyoming.

“CWD is a very persistent dis-
ease that can resurface after years
of absence,” said Mark Scott, Ver-
mont’s director of wildlife. “Ver-
mont’s CWD regulation is designed
to help prevent CWD from infect-
ing Vermont’s deer and the drastic
population reduction measures that
would be required if it appears here.
Hunters bringing deer or elk from
any of the CWD-listed states or
provinces into or through Vermont
simply have to get them processed
according to the regulation before
doing so.”

A fine of up to $1,000 and a loss
of hunting and fishing licenses for
one year applies to each deer or elk
imported illegally.

PUBLIC NOTICES

Tractors; Dozer, Farm Implements;
Wagons; Mower; Camper; Boat;
Motorcycles; Household & Collectibles

AUCTION

Bid Online or In Person
Thursday, September 8 @ 10AM (Reg. from 9AM)
4904 VT-22A, Addison, VT

Preview: Day of Sale

Don’t miss this Live
On-Site and Online
Auction, THC is retained
to sell Jim and Carol
Bushey’s contents from a
Chittenden County Farm

they sold this spring.
Plan for a fun and action-
packed morning. Tell
your neighbors, it’s the
one best day of summer!

more

Kubota M-6800 Tractor; JD 550B Dozer; Massey Ferguson Tractors; Penn Yan
22’ BT Tunnel Drive Motor Boat w/GM 360 Motor (rebuilt) and Trailer; Gulf-
stream 28’ Tandem Axle Pull Camper; 2013 Kaufman 30’ T/A Trailer; Kodiak
Mower; Rototiller; Tomahawk; Grapple Bucket; 80 Honda Twinstar Motorcycle;
74 Honda XL70 Motorcycle; Custom Stainless Steel Hot Dog Cart, Generators,

Farm Implements incl: Wagons; Hillers, bottom plows; harrows, planters,
manure spreader, Sprayer; Transplanter; more

Household & Collectibles: Furniture incl Gun Safe and reloading supplies,
powder measure and scale; Tin “Cattle Pass” SignUpholstered Couch; Chairs;
Bedroom; 4 Drawer Pine Chest; Cranberry Glass; Milk Bottles; Baskets;
Collectible Decanters; UVM Ephemera; 10 & 2 speed Bikes; Garden & Lawn
Tools; Tire Chains; Wheelbarrow, Cement Mixer; more.

TERMS: CASH or Approved Check; VISA and MC accepted (3% LCD).
Sales are subject to a 10% buyers premium.

NAA THOMAS HIRCHAK COMPANY
g T CAuction.com ¢ 800-634-SOLD
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DENTON & SON

WASTE SERVICES
DENTON & SON IS HIRING!

We are looking to fill 2 positions immediately:
« CDL truck driver- Full-time position

» Non CDL driver- Part-time position
Must be able to lift 50lbs consistently
And have a clean driving record.
Competitive pay offered.

Call our office to set up an interview: (802) 247-8340

S==BSCRIBE

THE BRANDON REPORTER

Annual subscription for just $45.
brandonreporter.com

WE NEED U

INDEPENDENT
DIGITAL WFJW

FIRST IMPRESSIONS ARE
MAKE YOURS .

Independent Digital Marketing Services:

Post to your company's social media pages @

Monitor & respond to customer reviews M

Update your business info across @
dozens of channels

All in one easy-to-use platform!

Scan me to
learn morel

DIGITAL@ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM 802-388-4944

Ex-Rutland child care provider charged three years
ago in infant’s death to stand trial in September

BY ALAN J. KEAYS/VTDigger
RUTLAND — A former
Rutland child care provid-
er charged more than three
years ago with manslaughter
and child cruelty in the death
of six-month-old Harper Rose
Briar in her care is set for trial
next month after a prosecutor
pushed back on delaying it.

“I’ll reiterate what I said at the
last status conference, which is
that Harper's family very much
wants to see this case go for-
ward,” acting Rutland County
State’s Attorney lan Sullivan
said during a video hearing on
Tuesday, August 23.

“They have expressed to me
that they do not want to see ad-
ditional delays,” Sullivan said.

Judge David Fenster agreed,
at least for now, to keep the case
against Stacey Vaillancourt on
the jury drawing list for Sept.
21, with a trial expected to last
about five days afterward.

Fenster had suggested mov-
ing the trial back a month to
October because several cases
were set to draw juries in Sep-
tember. During the hearing,
Robert McClallen, Vaillan-
court’s attorney, said he would
have supported moving the trial
to October.

Vaillancourt, 57, was ar-
raigned on the two charges in
March 2019. She pleaded not
guilty to both offenses. She
faces up to 25 years in prison if

convicted of the charges.

The Pittsford infant died on
Jan. 24, 2019, at the child care
facility that Vaillancourt ran out
of her home on North Street in
Rutland.

It was Harper’s second day
at the home when Vaillancourt
gave her a fatal amount of di-
phenhydramine, an “over-the-
counter (sedating) antihista-
mine used for the treatment of
allergic reactions,” according

provided care for Harper that
day.

An autopsy report from the
state’s chief medical examin-
er’s office showed that Harper’s
death was a homicide caused
by “diphenhydramine intoxica-
tion.”

Dr. Elizabeth Bundock of the
chief medical examiner’s office
wrote that diphenhydramine is
not to be used in infants with-
out a physician’s order, accord-

STACEY VAILLANCOURT WAS brought to Rutland Criminal Court
for her arraignment in March 2019.

to a police affidavit filed in the
case.

According to the affidavit,
Vaillancourt told investigators
she was the sole person who

Guest Relations - Front Desk

O

DEA

BRANDON INN

“Make Some History of Your Own”

Do you like dealing with the public?

Join our great staff to help manage
reservations, greet and check in guests, answer
questions and requests and play a key role in
offering a wonderful guest experience.

Taking applications to fillimmediate shifts
at the Inn’s Front Desk.

For an application and to schedule an interview
email: mail@brandoninn.com.

No phone calls please.

Brandon Inn * 20 Park Street * Brandon Vermont

Photo by Robert Layman/Rutland Herald

ing to the police affidavit.

“The level of diphenhydr-
amine in Harper Briar’s blood
at the time of death represents
more than one therapeutic
dose,” the affidavit stated. “The
blood concentration at the time
may represent one large admin-
istration or multiple small ad-
ministrations.”

The prosecution has alleged
that Vaillancourt provided the
drug to sedate the infant.

McClallen, Vaillancourt’s
attorney, said at his client’s
March 2019 arraignment that
she had run the daycare for 25
years but stopped operating it
following the death.

The case prompted some
Rutland County residents to
post lawn signs reading “Justice
For Harper Rose.”

After the hearing on Tuesday,
Sullivan declined to comment
on the case or to discuss the
reasons for the delay in bring-
ing the case to trial.

Speaking generally, he said
the Covid-19 pandemic has
slowed down the court system.
With jury trials only recently
restarting, he said priority has
been given to defendants who
are incarcerated for lack of bail.

Vaillancourt has been free on
a $25,000 bond since her ar-
raignment.
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Classifieds

HELP WANTED

STORE MANAGER - needed for CDL Bristol store in VT. We offer health insurance, Vacation and 401K. Please

A
Ya rd m Advertise

Contact Hannah.Jacobs@cdlusa.net for more information.

Sale?  theren

FOR SALE

FOR SALE: HONDA - self-propelled gas lawn mower in Middlebury village. Two years old. $600 new. Asking
$385. Call 802-989-5773, please leave message.

the Reporter!
Call 247-8080 for details.

Central Vermont's
premier 4-season
destination wedding
& vacation venue
is looking to add a

key team member!

IRECTOR

Part of the Resort’s Sr. Mgmt. Team, our F&B Director is responsible
for all aspects of our multi-million dollar restaurant/tavern & on-site event
catering business. The ideal candidate has a minimum of 5 years’
related management experience (incl. large teams). Full-time/Year-round.
Salary $70-90k (commensurate w/experience) plus benefits & bonus program.

Middlebury
Ski Club Director

The Middlebury Ski Club, located in

Middlebury, VT, is looking to hire a new

Director of Operations for the 2022-2023
season.

Since 1956 the MSC has taught thousands of young
athletes the skills they need to become excellent skiers and ski racers, many of
whom have gone on to become NCAA racers, Olympians and World Champions.
Atthe heart of the MSC s our children and the goal to help them fulfill their
potential while also trying to keep skiing and ski racing as affordable as possible.
This is done through the immense support of a dedicated group of coaches,
parents, The Middlebury Snow Bowl and our greater community.

This is a year-round, part-time position (15-20 hours/week) with the majority

of the work between October and March. Qualified applicants should have ski
racing experience and need to be able to work well with children. This position
requires strong organizational skills and attention to detail. Interested applicants
should have good communication, leadership and motivational skills along

with the ability to Interview, hire and assist in training new coaches. This is an
excellent opportunity to become part of a robust skiing and ski racing culture

that fosters a family and community connection at one of New England's most
intimate and respected mountains.

Link to Position on Middlebury Ski Club website:
www.middleburyskiclub.org/director_of_operations.
Interested applicants should contact
Holmes Jacobs at holmesmjacobs@gmail.com.

Application deadline is Sertember 15th.
We are also accepting applications for Alpine Ski and Race Coaches!

email resume to hr@mountaintopinn.com

MOUNTAIN TOP
RESORT

195 Mountain Top Rd Chittenden, VT ¢ www.mountaintopinn.com

BRANDON REPORTER
58 Maple St., Middlebury, VT 0575
802-247-8080

email: ads@brandonreporter.com

CLASSIFIED ORDER FORM

* 25¢ per word * minimum $2.50 per ad
* minimum 2 insertions

DEADLINES
Friday noon for Wednesday paper

CATEGORIES
Special 4 for 3 rates not valid for the following categories: Help Wanted Services, ] Notices [0 Work Wanted [ Animals
Opporiunities, Real Estate, Wood heat, Atin. Farmers, & For Rent). [ Card of Thanks [J Public Meetings** [] Att. Farmers
] Personals [] For Sale ] Motorcycles
] Services ] Help Wanted ] Cars
Name: [ Free** [] For Rent [ Trucks

[] Lost & Found** [ WanttoRent  []SUVs

Cash in on our 4-for-3 rates! Pay for 3 issues, get 4th issue free!

Address: [] Garage Sales  [] Real Estate [] Snowmobiles
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Phone: ] Opportunities [ Vacation Rentals
Email: [0 Adoption [ Wood Heat
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August beauties: The triple crown of late bloommg flowers

BY LYN DES MARAIS

I’ve been looking closer at the
huge shape, variety, and color of
hibiscus this week as it comes
completely into flower. I am al-
ways humbled by the diversity of
the natural world. I was also look-
ing at lawns this week, parched
as they are, waiting for rain, and
thinking about what I had just read
in Bill Bryson’s book, “At Home,”
where he states:

“Making food out of plants is
hard work. The conversion of
wheat, rice, corn, millet, barley,
and other grasses into staple food-
stuffs is one of the great achieve-
ments of human history but also
one of the more unexpected ones.
You have only to consider the
lawn outside your window to re-
alize that grass in its natural state
is not an obvious foodstuff to non-
ruminants such as ourselves.”

I am so grateful to our Stone
Age ancestors for figuring out this
problem so that I may, with a full
stomach, contemplate three gor-

geous late blooming flowers we
can all grow here in Brandon.
HIBISCUS

It’s August, and it’s hibiscus
time. Like the gorgeous peony
and many other plants, Hibis-
cus mainly comes from Asia and
India. There are more than 300
kinds. They are the state flower
of Hawaii and the official flower
of many pacific nations. They are
used medicinally, many are edible,
they make a lovely tasting tea, and
pollinators love them. They are
also gorgeous to look at.

The hardy hibiscus varieties in
local nurseries (zones 4 to 8) are
among the last plants to emerge in
spring. They die back completely
in winter. Be patient and keep
the markers in the ground, or you
may just pull them up with their
dead stalks when weeding in the
spring—they are worth waiting
for!

Hibiscus produces enormous
flowers in white, pink, and red.
There are several glorious Rose
of Sharon around
Brandon (zones
5-9), which, with
lilacs in spring,
bookend the
flowering season
for me.

Like lilacs,
you can leave
them in their glo-
rious bushy and
ever-expanding

shapes, or you
can choose a
“standard” or

tree form variety.
Either way, hibis-
cus should find
its way to your
garden. Although

hardy, I have found it best to keep
hibiscus in full sun (six hours or
more a day) and sheltered from
the wind. Deer avoid these plants,
so it’s a good choice if deer are an
issue.

HYDRANGEA

Hydrangeas are amazing. They
also deserve a place in your gar-
den. Once established, they are
fairly easy to grow and need no
extra maintenance, except for wa-
ter (its name always reminds me to
keep it hydrated).

Hydrangeas range from the
gorgeous white blossoms of An-
nabelle to the lime green of Lime-
light or Little Lime, as well as the
flowers that start white and turn
pink or dark pink or red—the
strawberry series, Firelight, and
magical Ruby Red, to name a few.

These are versatile plants with
hundreds of varieties. There are
large and small ball-shaped flow-
ers, cone-shaped and cap-shaped.
Some flowers are lacey; others are
tightly bunched. There are climb-
ers, and even the leaves can differ
widely, including oak leaf-shaped
varieties.

They range in hardiness from
zones 3 to 7. They can grow to be
15 feet, or you can buy a dwarf
variety; there are shrub or bushy
varieties and the “standard” or
tree form. Some hydrangeas toler-
ate shade better than others. Some
tolerate the cold or heat better.
Look at the labels carefully, and
do some research before you buy.
Better yet, if a friend is dividing
some of theirs, start your love af-
fair with these long-bloomers that
way.

They are quite low maintenance
and vigorous growers once they
get started. As with any tree or

ONE OF A plethora of hibisucus spilling the tea all over Brandon,
top left; a standard “tree form” Hydrangea in full bloom, right;
an example of Helenium—beauty on the eyes, even if it's nick-
named “sneezeweed,” bottom left.

shrub, they are much harder to
move than perennials, so think
about where you want them first.
They dry beautifully. Deadhead to
encourage more blooming. Deer
love munching on hydrangeas.
HELENIUM

The last in our Triple Crown
of August beauties is Helenium
which has the unfortunate com-
mon name of sneezeweed. One
theory for the name is that it was
added to snuff (historically, snuff
was tobacco you inhaled in your
nose) to make you sneeze and rid

Photos by Lyn Des Marais

your body of evil spirits.

Despite its unfortunate nick-
name, Helenium is a beautiful
native plant that’s as tough as old
boots. They can handle extreme
cold and heat and drought, and
drenching rain. They grow about
three feet high. They are easy to
grow from seed. They come in
many beautiful reds, oranges, and
yellows and look like daisies but
in miniature “can-can” variety is
particularly robust. It’s a sunflow-
er but not fussy at all. Give it a try.



