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HAIR CLINIC

The Rutland-area NAACP is
hosting free hair clinics for BI-
POC youth on September 4 in
Castleton from 12 to 5 p.m.

PG. 11

SELECTBOARD NEWS:

BRANDON SB

Monday’s selectboard meet-
ing featured a sweeping slate of
items, including police wages, a
five-year hazard mitigation plan,
and the ongoing quest to fill its
vacant board seat.

PG. 2

PITTSFORD SB
Pittsford eyed the end of its
West Creek culvert project and
moved ahead with plans for
new sidewalks along Route 7
throughout the village during last
week’s selectboard meeting.

PG. 2

DEVIL'S BOWL

West Haven was alive Satur-
day night as two young racers,
Middlebury’s Justin Stone and
Shaftsbury’s Marty Kelly III,
each scored wins on Double Fea-
ture Night.

PG. 14

How now brown cow?

THE 176TH VERMONT State Fair took place in Rutland over the weekend featuring food, games, entertainment, tractors,

and cows, of course. See page 8 for more photos.
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Vermont Fire Academy in Pittsford builds new dorm

BY STEVEN JUPITER
PITTSFORD—A  hundred
years ago, the building that now

houses the Vermont Police and
Fire Academies was a sanato-
rium for tuberculosis patients,

A LOUNGE IN the new dormitory. The building was designed

to allow students to socialize.

Photos by Steven Jupiter

who came to the facility for
the sunshine and fresh air that
were once thought to help cure
the disease. In fact, the build-
ing was constructed to let in as
much light and air as possible,
even to the point where patients
begged their families to send
blankets and warm clothing.
Today, however, the sleep-
ing porches have been enclosed,
and the east wing of the build-
ing is a brand-new dormitory
for Fire Academy trainees. “We
have trainees from all over Ver-
mont,” said Michael Skaza, the
Academy’s Training Program
Coordinator. “We’re trying to
make training as accessible as
possible. When you have peo-

ple coming to Pittsford from the
Northeast Kingdom, you can’t
ask them to drive 3 hours, be in
class for 8 hours, then drive 3
hours back. The new dorm will
help make training easier.”

The new dormitory occupies
what had been office space and
is designed to accommodate 24
trainees in bright, clean rooms
with furniture by Brandon’s
New England Woodcraft. VMS
Construction of Rutland carried
out the renovation itself.

(See Fire Academy, Page 7)
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Brandon SB filled with energy, hazards,
police wages, and a split vote on vacant seat

BY MAT CLOUSER

BRANDON — The Town
Hall meeting room had a sizeable
crowd on hand Monday night as
Brandon’s selectboard covered
a variety of topics, including
a report from Brandon Energy
Committee Chair Jim Emerson
and a presentation from Rutland
Regional Planning Commis-
sion’s Stephanie Bourque about
the local hazard mitigation plan
as well as a critical executive
session dealing with the police
union contract and filling the
board’s vacant seat.

Jim Emerson spoke for several
minutes outlining the Energy
Committee’s recent successes
over the last fiscal year. “We’ve
gotten to be quite a group now,”
he said, “and we’re excited about
what we’re up to.” Among the
items Emerson mentioned were;

SolarFest’s decision to make
Brandon a permanent home base
for its Arts and Music festival,
as well as its longer community-
outreach-based endeavors; the
inaugural Davenport Electric
Fest, a strong presence at the in-
dependence day celebration, and
regular updates via published
letters in The Reporter.

“We put a good deal of effort
into learning about options for
solar installations for the town
and its residents,” said Emerson.
He also cited the recent passing
of the Inflation Reduction Act
as a boon to the committee’s po-
tential to have even more impact
moving forward.

Some discussion was had
about how many opportunities
the committee had had to sit
down with individual families
in Brandon to gauge their needs
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and the committee’s abilities to
help them run more energy-ef-
ficient households. Emerson ac-
knowledged that the committee
had not yet sat down with any
individuals but that that would
be the main thrust of their next
year’s work.

Board Chair Seth Hopkins
ended the conversation by con-
gratulating Emerson and their
committee for its ability to grow
membership—the board grew
from five to seven members over
the last year—and participation
at a time when many other com-
mittees are struggling to find
enough help. “I think it’s great
the amount of involvement that
you’ve harnessed for the energy
committee, and I think that the
model that you have there is ad-
mirable,” he said.

Following Emerson was a pre-
sentation from the Rutland Re-
gional Planning Commission’s
Stephanie Bourque on updating
the five-year local hazard mitiga-
tion plan. According to Bourque,
the plan differs from a typical
emergency response plan in that
it focuses on identifying and
reducing hazards—specifically
natural ones.

Outlined in the plan (which
can be found online as part of
the Board’s Aug. 22 packet are
three main factors that pres-
ent the most significant risk to
the Brandon area: High winds,
flooding, and extreme cold, as
well as numerous strategies that
the town and residents can em-
ploy to minimize the effects of
those hazards.

Bourque’s presentation also
marked the opening of the pub-
lic comment phase, which will
remain open until Sept. 12, when
the board will reconvene to dis-
cuss those comments and final-
ize the plan.

The board went into executive
session to discuss matters about
the police union contract and to
discuss and vote on which of its
three applicants might fill Mike
Markowski’s recently vacated
board seat. Following the ses-
sion, The Reporter received an
email update from Board Chair
Seth Hopkins, who revealed the
board’s decisions.

As for the first matter, it was
decided that the board would
send a side letter to the police
union contract increasing the
starting wages for patrol officers
to $25.00 per hour.

As for the second, the board
vote was split two to two on
whom it would like to fill the va-
cant seat. By law, a minimum of

(See Brandon SB, Page 23)

Pittsford SB moves ahead
with new sidewalks

BY MAT CLOUSER
PITTSFORD —  The
Pittsford selectboard met
for nearly two hours last
Wednesday night to dis-
cuss several ongoing issues
with sidewalks and the West
Creek culvert project, as well
as to gain some clarification
about the ongoing Communi-
ty Development Block Grant
(CDBGQG) recently awarded to
the Pittsford Village Farm.
Following wup on the
board’s request from their
Aug. 3 discussion surround-
ing redoing all the village’s
sidewalks, Brenda Fox-
Howard presented the board
with a new bid that included
sidewalks. The board had re-
quested a new bid to include

extruded sidewalks and
curbs.
However, the contractor

did not include a bid for as-

Town Manager’s report, she
gave an update on the West
Creek Culvert project stating
that the concrete had been
laid on Aug. 12 and was cur-
ing. She also mentioned that
a crane had been procured,
and the assembly process
would begin on Aug. 23 at §
a.m. and continue through-
out the day, noting that it
would require about four
hours where nearby residents
would be without power.

Fox-Howard said she had
every indication that the
project would be completed
on time and that a temporary
one-way bridge would soon
be constructed to allow resi-
dents and businesses access
to West Creek Road.

In another discussion stem-
ming from the Aug. 3 meet-
ing, members of the Pittsford
Village Farm board, as well

phalt curbs, as Isaac
instead fur- Wagner,
nishing a  “When I read what their CDBG
bid for stone development
curbs in ad- he wrote, I wanted consultant,
dition to to stick a fork in were on
stating that my eye. We've hand to al-
they did not been over this a leviate some
recommend ) ) of the mis-
installing thousand times, understand-
the extruded —David Mills  ings the
curbing. selectboardman  board  had

“When 1 expressed
read  what about ad-

he wrote, I wanted to stick a
fork in my eye. We’ve been
over this a thousand times,”
said selectboardman David
Mills discussing the lengthy
back and forth the board has
had during his tenure in an
attempt to fix the sidewalks.

“I don’t care whether he
recommends it or not,” said
David Mills, “If we have to
sign off saying we under-
stand they may not be du-
rable—we don’t care—we
need something there to keep
people from driving down
the sidewalk. If a snowplow
takes a little piece out, we
patch it. No big deal.”

In the end, the board vot-
ed to move forward with
the current bid of $95,000
to fix the village sidewalks
along Route 7 but did direct
Fox-Howard to go back to
the contractor and find out
if they would be willing to
construct the extruded curbs,
provided the town sign a
waiver freeing them of any
liability issues.

During Fox-Howard’s

ditional unanticipated work
hours the town now has to
dedicate to completing the
grant process.

At the crux of the matter
was the town’s need to create
an updated financial policy, a
certificate of insurance, and
a secondary bank account to
act as a pass-through for the
$60,000 in grant funds, all of
which would happen at the
town’s expense.

“When this was brought to
us, we were assured that we
would have to have nothing
to do with it. All we were
going to do was be a pass-
through,” said David Mills.
“I think that is where the rub
is coming here. Now we’re
finding out, no, you’ve got a
little bit more you’ve got to
do.”

“I see this a lot with these
grants,” said Mr. Wagner dis-
cussing his role in helping
facilitate the process for ru-
ral areas that typically don’t
have the infrastructure to
dedicate more personnel to

(See Pittsford SB, Page 9)
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Dorset Theatre Festival closes season
with world premiere of Ronan Noone’s Thirst

DORSET — The Dorset
Theatre Festival’s 45th Season
of professional summer theatre
will conclude with the world
premiere of Thirst, written by
Irish-American playwright
Ronan Noone and directed by
the Festival’s resident play-

THIRST DIRECTOR THERESA Rebeck is also the festival's resi-
dent playwright.

wright, Theresa Rebeck.

Set during Eugene O’Neill’s
classic Long Days Journey
Into Night, failure, denial, and
passion roil as two Irish ser-
vants, and an American chauf-
feur pass the day in the kitchen
of the Tyrone family’s resi-

LIMITED TIME

Free Appliance
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dence in 1912. As tensions rise
and the past rears its head, a
search for love and belonging
becomes the search for “home.”

“I read a lot of new plays,
and this one spoke to me in-
stantly,” said Dorset’s artistic
director, Dina Janis. “The lan-
guage, humor, and depth of
feeling absolutely stunned me,
and it is an honor to be present-
ing the premiere. What a great
way to conclude our return to
the playhouse main stage sea-
son,” Janis said.

The cast features Meg Hen-
nessy as Cathleen, who has
been seen Off-Broadway in five
shows with the Irish Repertory
Theatre, including Plough and
The Stars and Shadow of a
Gunman. Her television debut
in the series Archive 81 was re-
leased on Netflix.

David Mason plays Jack, and
his previous Dorset credits in-
clude Table Manners (2016)
and the world premiere of Dig
by Theresa Rebeck (2019). His
Off-Broadway credits include

Theresa Rebeck’s Seared, di-
rected by Moritz von Stuelpna-
gel (MCC), and Trick or Treat
(59E59).

Kathy McCafferty plays
Bridget and has been seen in
the Broadway tour of The Curi-
ous Incident of the Dog in the
Night-Time and Off-Broadway
at Lincoln Center Theater and
59ES59.

Playwright Ronan Noone’s
plays have been produced at
Huntington Theatre Company,
Williamstown Theatre Festi-
val, and internationally in the
UK (London and Edinburgh),
Spain, Canada, the Philip-
pines, and Ireland. The Smug-
gler won the Best Playwright
award at the st Irish Festival
of New York in January 2019.
The Second Girl (Thirst) was
the inaugural winner of the As-
sociation for Theatre in Higher
Education (ATHE) Excellence
in Playwriting Award (2015)
and an Edgerton Award winner
in 2014.

In New York, Noone’s The
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For a limited time, Efficiency Vermont is offering free pickups of
old appliances, plus cash back:

« $50 for each working standalone freezer or secondary refrigerator

 $20 for each working dehumidifier, mini fridge, or window AC

Learn more: efficiencyvermont.com/recycle or call 888-998-6323

Atheist was co-produced by
The Culture Project and Ted
Mann’s Circle in the Square
productions, receiving Drama
Desk and Drama League nomi-
nations for acting.

Director Theresa Rebeck is
a widely-produced writer for
stage, film, television, and nov-
els, whose work can be seen
and read throughout the Unit-
ed States and internationally.
With four plays produced on
Broadway, Rebeck is the most
Broadway-produced  female
playwright of our time. The
two-time Emmy-nominated
writer returns to Dorset on the
heels of co-writing the spy en-
semble thriller, The 355, star-
ring Jessica Chastain.

As the festival’s resident
playwright, Rebeck has devel-
oped more than seven produc-
tions at Dorset Theatre Festival
that have gone on to other stag-
es around the country, includ-
ing 2017°s Downstairs starring
Tim and Tyne Daly.

(See Dorset Theater, Page 9)
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Guest Editorial

The inflation reduction act just
shattered the ceiling for clean
energy in Vermont

BY PETER STERLING

Incredibly and finally, the
Inflation Reduction Act (IRA)
has begun the shift to a clean
energy America. For the first
time, the massive resources of
the U.S. Government will be
mobilized to move our country
off of climate change-causing
fossil fuels and onto renewable
energy sources like wind, solar,
and hydropower.

We are finally looking at a
future where renewable energy
and other pro-climate technolo-
gies will benefit from a level
of government support com-
parable to what the fossil fuel
and nuclear industries have re-
ceived for decades. For the first
time, there will be an energy
storage tax credit, a comprehen-
sive EV tax credit, a long-term
commitment to a solar tax cred-
it for homeowners, and extra
incentives for renewable energy
businesses that pay prevailing
wages and help to build solar
equipment in the U.S.

What does this mean for Ver-
monters? A lot. First, if you are
looking to go solar, you will
now get 30% off through a tax
credit. Tax credits and rebates
will also be available for those
who want to make their homes
more energy efficient and get
rid of their fossil fuel-burning
cars and appliances in favor of
electric alternatives.

Maybe the biggest game
changer of all is that energy
storage is now much more af-
fordable. Here in Vermont, we
make a lot of solar power when
the sun is shining. Sometimes,

so much that this solar power is
sent back out on the New Eng-
land-wide power grid for other
states to use. But when the sun
goes down, we end up having to
buy power back from this grid,
power that is predominantly
generated from natural gas and
nuclear but also from coal and
oil, especially during energy
use spikes. With newly afford-
able energy storage, Vermont
should be able to “save” our
excess solar, which we make
during the day, and tap into it
at night or during peak usage
periods.

Another benefit from the
adrenalin shot of the IRA, Ver-
mont should be able to receive
100% of its electricity from
clean energy by 2030, includ-
ing a doubling or even tripling
of our in-state production from
renewable sources. This brings
with it the benefits of even more
well-paying jobs, increased tax
revenue, and less vulnerability
to the price spikes of fossil fu-
els from wars and political tur-
moil.

Vermont’s existing law gov-
erning renewable energy, the
Renewable Energy Standard
(RES), was written in 2015.
This was a lifetime ago in terms
of the climate crisis and what is
necessary to solve it. The RES
calls for Vermont utilities to get
only 75% of their energy from
renewables by 2032, with a
meager 10% of that generated
in-state.

But a new opportunity is upon
us. President Biden and the US

(See Clean energy, Page 22)
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A rare bird

THIS FEMALE EASTERN towhee was seen by Sanderson’s covered bridge. The song of the

species is "drink your tea.”

Photo by Sue Wetmore

Community Forum
Vermonters voted for a smarter justice system

BY JAMES DUFF LYALL,
Executive Director, ACLU of
Vermont

Our communities are still
struggling through the pandem-
ic and its harmful impacts on
mental health, substance use,
and affordable housing. It’s
clear that we still need to do
far more to support one another
and to build healthy, safe, and
vibrant communities.

Vermont voters know this. If
there had been any doubt, last
week’s 2022 primary election
results established conclusively
that voters expect their elected
officials to reform our criminal
legal system by investing in
people over prisons.

For example, in the Chit-
tenden County State’s At-
torney race, the incumbent—
Vermont’s first and only
elected prosecutor to reform
our wealth-based bail system
and take action to address per-
sistent racial disparities in traf-
fic stops—was challenged by
a so-called “tough on crime”
candidate.

In the end, voters in each of
Chittenden County’s thirty-six
districts sent an emphatic mes-

sage in favor of criminal justice
reform, reiterating their sup-
port for humane, equitable, and
community-based solutions.

And it wasn’t just Chitten-
den County. In other local and
statewide races, candidates
who advocated for reimagining
public safety prevailed, while
those who sought to turn back
the clock did not.

The message is clear: The
people of Vermont have long
since turned the page on the
failed “tough on crime” poli-
cies of the past. They want
their elected officials to reduce
our reliance on prisons and
reimagine public safety for the
sake of our communities.

As one local commentator
said, the 2022 primary election
results represent a “big win for
criminal justice reform.”

Now is the time to come to-
gether and work on solutions.
And we know what those so-
lutions are. We know we need
to significantly expand invest-
ments and strategies for ad-
dressing a mental health cri-
sis—Burlington police alone
reported a ninety percent in-
crease in mental health inci-

dents over the past decade.
That’s not something the police
can or should be expected to
solve.

We know we need to improve
access to drug treatment and
expand harm reduction strate-
gies. More Vermonters died of
overdoses last year than ever
before, and it’s time to respond
with the bold and compassion-
ate ideas Vermont is known for.

We know we need long-term
investments to address the se-
vere shortage of affordable
housing—the number of people
without permanent shelter dou-
bled during the pandemic, and
people are turning down jobs
in Vermont for lack of housing.
The short-term investments and
initiatives Vermont has pursued
have not been up to the task—it
is obvious we need to do more.

And, we know we need to
adopt commonsense gun laws.
Law enforcement voices call-
ing for those reforms should be
at the table in the coming legis-
lative biennium.

These are the things that en-
sure safe, thriving communi-
ties, and that’s what Vermont

(See Smarter justice, Page 10)
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Letters 1o the Editor

Brandon continues to rally in times of crisis

It is no secret that our town
has been under significant
stress for nearly two months
now due to verbal threats made
against one of our library's em-
ployees by a mentally ill indi-
vidual. It has caused no end of
disruption, concern, lost time,
frustration, and even financial
resources.

As difficult as this experi-
ence has been, I'd like to draw
attention to a ray of hope that
has emerged. When an indi-
vidual, an institution, or a town
is put under stress, it can be
viewed as a test to see what we
are made of. The collective ral-
lying of the entire community
around our library and our li-
brarians says that we are made
of very good stuff indeed.

Last Wednesday, Library Di-

rector Molly Kennedy put out
a call for volunteers to take
one-hour shifts as security
watchdogs, to sit outside and
act as an early warning system
to detect possible approaching
trouble.

The first eight days of the
big, empty form she circulated
consisted of 54 one-hour shifts
for volunteers, a seemingly
daunting challenge to meet.

I should not have been sur-
prised, but I was deeply moved
when, within about 24 hours,
52 of those 54 shifts were filled
by 26 different people (16 of
them women).

Basically, our community
immediately formed a swarm
of protection around our be-
loved institution with this mes-
sage: Don't mess with our li-

brary or our librarians!

Brandon has risen to the
challenges of damages from
Irene, multi-year disruptions
of the Segment 6 project, the
health and economic effects of
COVID, and now this threat to
our library.

Time and again, we are tested
and come through better than
before.

I could not be more proud of
our community, and I thank the
many volunteers and support-
ers throughout all of Brandon
and surrounding towns for al-
ways rising to the occasion and
making this such an extraordi-
nary place to live.

Gary Meffe
Brandon

Conventional dairy is ruining Lake Champlain

Vermont has known for at
least 60 years that it is not
meeting its water quality stan-
dards in Lake Champlain and
that the major contributor to
the problem is conventional
dairy.

Conventional farming was
designed in the years following
World War II when fossil fuels
were cheap and abundant. The
Haber-Bosch process, invent-
ed by two German scientists
in the early 1900s, converted
the nutrients in petroleum into
fertilizer, making ages-old and
time-consuming crop rotation
and mechanical weed control
obsolete. The protocol does
produce mountains of cheap
food, but roughly half the nu-
trients applied remain in the
soil and eventually flow into
the lake. They cannot be ‘man-
aged’ once deployed.

The protocols that cause con-
ventional dairy to pollute the
lake are the same as those that
pollute the atmosphere, and
they are in their order of im-
portance:

1. The importation and feed-
ing of around 600,000 tons of
conventionally grown grain;

2. The importation and appli-
cation of tons of artificial fossil
fuel-derived fertilizer

3. The housing of more than
one cow for every three acres
under management on which

that cow’s feed is harvested and
her manure is spread.

Vermont has a long history of
sweeping pollution from dairy
under the rug. Today we realize
that farming, like transporta-
tion and heating, must greatly
reduce its dependence on fossil
fuels. Consequently, in 2021
the Vermont legislature passed
the Global Warming Solutions
Act, which mandates that the
state reduce GHG (greenhouse
gas) emissions 26% by 2025,
40% by 2030, and 80% by
2050. Vermont cannot sweep
pollution from conventional
dairy under the rug because
Vermont must comply with its
own law, but it cannot meet
its targets without severely re-
straining or even banning the
three conventional practices
listed above.

Apparently oblivious to this
fact, the Climate Council has
decided that the dairy industry
has the potential to sequester
carbon and should, therefore,
be provided Payments for Eco-
Services, i.e., not be expected
to lower its dependence on fos-
sil fuels but be paid to continue
farming conventionally.

The GWSA was enacted by
large majorities in both the
house and the senate and then
over the governor’s veto, which
means it has, by definition, the
support of the majority of Ver-

monters. Yet the Climate Coun-
cil’s preliminary guidelines for
“agriculture” were not written
to reduce dairy’s 16% contribu-
tion to GHG emissions.

They were written—in keep-
ing with Vermont’s history—to
shield the dairy industry from
the kinds of regulations that
would. In fact, the Climate
Council’s preliminary guide-
lines do not mention, let alone
regulate, dairy’s dependence
upon fossil fuels; they do not
mention, let alone regulate the
three practices listed above.
Neither are fossil fuels or the
three practices mentioned, let
alone regulated in the so-called
Required Agricultural Practic-
es rules.

Conventional dairy’s respon-
sibility for 45% of the pollution
flowing annually into the lake
(and 16% of the GHG emis-
sions into the atmosphere) is
not a “label.” It is a hard fact.

It would be nice if Vermont’s
conventional dairy farmers and
their apologists at the state
spent as much time and energy
actually reducing the industry’s
contribution to lake pollution
and GHG emissions as they
spend trying to repair their im-
age as one of its leading causes.

James H. Maroney Jr.
Leicester
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Brandon Energy
Committee

The Inflation Reduction Act will pay you to save
energy and use clean energy
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BY JIM EMERSON

The energy provisions of the
Inflation Reduction Act have three
central goals:

* Decrease the amount of carbon
dioxide and other greenhouse gases
we emit into the atmosphere.

* Make the effects of climate
change, pollution, and the transi-
tion to clean energy less impactful
on people, particularly the most dis-
advantaged.

» Make the United States an in-
dustrial center of the clean technol-
ogy revolution.

Several key provisions provide
money to reduce the upfront costs
required to reduce energy waste and
to convert to clean energy sources.

The following are three ways in

which the act can help pay for more
sustainable choices:
1. MONEY FOR EFFICIENT
ELECTRIC APPLIANCES
AND THE HOME UPGRADES
NEEDED TO  SUPPORT
THEM.

Homeowners who front the
cost of energy-efficiency improve-
ments, from new doors and win-
dows to more efficient appliances,
would be able to claim up to $1,200
per year or 30% of the total cost at
tax time. This provision applies for
all of 2022 and the next two years.

The act sets aside over $8 billion
for two rebate programs that assist
lower- and middle-income house-
holds.

One rebate program incentivizes
replacing old appliances with new
energy-efficient ones and the home
upgrades necessary to support
them, such as upgrading wiring.

These will take time to be set up,
as states must apply for the money
and establish systems to implement
the rebates. However, unlike tax
credits, the bill allows the rebates to
take effect at the point of sale as a
discount.

Buyers who make 80% or less
of the regional median income
will benefit the most, while those
making up to 150% will receive a
smaller benefit.

The rebates are set as follows:

* Up to $1,750 for a heat pump

water heater.

* Up to $8,000 for a heat pump
for space heating or cooling.

* Up to $840 for an electric stove,
cooktop, range, or oven; or an elec-
tric heat pump clothes dryer.

* Up to $4,000 for a breaker box
upgrade.

* Up to $1,600 for insulation, air
sealing, and ventilation.

» Up to $2,500 for electric wir-
ing.

Modern electrical appliances are
cheaper to run than fossil fuel-pow-
ered ones. They are closer to being
powered by renewable energy as
more is added to the grid. The more
efficient your appliances are, the
cheaper your power bills become.

A second rebate program pays
households between $2,000 and
$8,000 for undertaking full-scale
upgrades that significantly reduce
their energy waste, such as new in-
sulation or air sealing.

2. MONEY FOR RESIDEN-
TIAL SOLAR PANELS AND
ENERGY STORAGE.

The Act would bulk up existing
tax credits for residential solar and
offer them for home energy storage
systems. Together, generating solar
and storing the energy will reduce a
building’s draw on the electric grid
during peak use, strengthening the
grid for everybody.

Homeowners will get up to 30%
of the cost of home solar, and bat-
tery storage returned at tax time.
This provision is retroactive to the
beginning of 2022 and runs through
2032, with the amount tapering un-
til the end of 2034.

3. Money for purchasing new or
used electric vehicles.

Electric-vehicle tax credits (up to
$7,500 for new EVs and $4,000 for
used ones) are offered to help low-
and middle-income buyers and
businesses replace vehicles pow-
ered by fossil fuel.

The act makes it more attractive
for moderate-income individuals
to purchase EVs. The money can-
not apply to cars that sell for more
than $55,000 or trucks/SUVs/vans
priced higher than $80,000. The
tax credits can be transferred to car
dealers to apply at the time of sale,
which is especially helpful to those
with more modest tax burdens. Eli-
gible buyers can’t make more than
$150,000/year on an individual tax
return.

However, the provisions exclude
many vehicles and offer a mixed
bag of requirements. One such re-
quirement is that the EV be assem-

(See Energy committee, Page 21)
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Obituaries

Manuel Leigh Rlcard 59, Brandon

Brandon — Manuel Leigh
Ricard, age 59, passed away
Thursday, August 18, 2022, at
his home in Brandon. The son
of Byron and Carla (Schro-
eder) Ricard, he was born in
Middlebury on November 26,
1962.

He grew up in Forest Dale
and received his early educa-
tion in Forest Dale and Bran-
don schools. He was a 1980
graduate of Otter Valley Union
High School. Following gradu-
ation, he worked various jobs,
including Metro Mail. He was
forced to retire, due to disabil-
ity, in December 2021, from
the custodial department at Ot-
ter Valley Union High School,
following more than 20 years
of service.

He was an avid fisherman,
enjoyed computer games, and

MANUEL RICARD

was a die-hard Miami Dolphins
fan.

He is survived by three sis-
ters, Laura Kenyon of Forest
Dale, Lorna Morrison of Hub-
bardton, and Amy Frederick of
Brandon. Several nieces, neph-
ews, and cousins also survive

him. He was predeceased by his
parents and sister, Darla Ricard.
The memorial service “In
Celebration of His Life” will
take place on Friday, August
26, 2022, at 2 p.m. at the For-
est Dale Christian Fellowship
Church. Rev. Barry Tate, pas-
tor, will officiate.

The graveside committal ser-
vice and burial will follow in
the family lot at Forest Dale
Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, memorial
gifts may be made in his mem-
ory to the Forest Dale Christian
Fellowship Church Benevolent
Fund, 1895 Forest Dale Road,
Brandon, VT 05733.

Arrangements are under the
direction of the Miller & Ket-
cham Funeral Home in Bran-
don.

Gale B. Parmelee 87, Brandon

BRANDON — Gale B. Par-
melee, 87, passed away peace-
fully on Friday, August 12,
2022, surrounded by family in
Brandon.

He grew up in Brandon
and graduated with the class
of 1954 from Brandon High
School. Following high school,
Gale enlisted in the US Army
and was stationed in Germany.
Upon his return to the States,
he attended the Vermont School
of Agriculture (now Vermont
Technical College) in Ran-
dolph, VT. He married Elaine
LaPorte on February 23, 1957.

Following a short time of
dairy farming and breeding
cows for Curtiss Breeding Ser-
vice, Gale spent most of his
working life in the bulk milk
hauling business while raising
beef cattle to graze the family
farmland. He formed Gale B.
Parmelee, Inc. and was well
known and loved by farmers in
Rutland and Addison counties.

Gale hauled milk for several
major dairies, including HP
Hood, Seward’s Dairy, and Ag-
ri-Mark. He also built a very

GALE PARMELEE
successful bulk water hauling
business that he would transi-
tion to full-time after stepping
back from the milk business in
the late 80s.

He formed many wonderful
friendships through the water
business and was very fond of
his regular customers. Gale
had an amazing sense of humor
in addition to his incredible
work ethic and entrepreneur-
ial spirit. He was always there
to lend a hand to friends and
neighbors.

He is survived by his three

children, Charlene M. Parmel-
ee of Brandon, Gale L. Parmel-
ee of Sebago, Me., and Beth A.
Rawson, of Biddeford, Me.; his
grandson, Tristan K. Parmelee
of Pittsford, and great-grand-
son, Roman K. Parmelee.

In lieu of flowers, contribu-
tions can be made in his mem-
ory to the Rutland County Hu-
mane Society at 765 Stevens
Road, Pittsford, Vt., 05763.

Visiting hours will be from 4
to 6 p.m. on Thursday, Septem-
ber 8th, at Sanderson Funeral
Home, located at 117 South
Main Street, Middlebury.

The funeral service will be
Friday, September 9th at 10
a.m. at Our Lady Of Good Help
(St. Mary’s) on Carver Street in
Brandon, VT. The burial will
follow at St. Mary’s Cemetery
in Brandon.

Arrangements are under the
direction of the Sanderson-
Ducharme Funeral Home in
Middlebury. Online condolenc-
es can be made at www.sander-
sonfuneralservice.com.

Obituary Guidelines

The Reporter will publish paid obituaries and free notices of passing. Paid obituaries cost 25 cents per word and will
be published, as submitted, on the date of the family's choosing. For those who do not wish to purchase an obituary, the
Reporter offers a free notice of passing up to 100 words, subject to editing by our news department. Photos (optional)
with either paid obituaries or free notices cost $10 per photo. Obituaries may be emailed to news@brandonreporter.com.

Submissions must be received by 11 a.m. on Monday for publication in the Wednesday paper.

Time Machine:

A peek into our past

* This article contains an
image of an 1873 newspa-
per clipping that includes
historical language that
some may find offensive.

BY STEVEN JUPITER
BRANDON-—A notice in
The Brandon Union on Au-
gust 16, 1873, announced
that a group of students from
the North Carolina Institute
had performed a “Jubilee”
concert at Town Hall on the
previous Monday. Though
a small announcement on
one of the back pages of
the paper, it documented a
much larger phenomenon in
American life of the era.
After the Civil War, mil-
lions of formerly enslaved
African-Americans sought
to create new lives for them-
selves as free citizens. A new
education system had to be
constructed from scratch
since segregation was the
norm and white educational
institutions were not acces-

sible.
Some of the earliest uni-
versities founded specifi-

cally for the black commu-
nity were Fisk University in
Nashville, Tennessee, estab-
lished in 1866, and Hamp-
ton University in Hampton,
Virginia, established in 1868.
Both these institutions are
still in operation.

But the founding of a
university is an expensive
undertaking, and funds were
always in short supply. Stu-
dents from these schools
formed “Jubilee” choruses
and toured the U.S., per-
forming spirituals and gos-
pel songs to raise money.
The Fisk Jubilee Singers
were the first such group to

form, beginning their career
in 1871 to great acclaim.

By the mid-1870s, there
were dozens of “Jubilee”
groups, some affiliated with
universities, others with
churches, and still others
with greedy promoters eager
to make a buck off of white
audiences’ desire to hear
“authentic black music.”

Not much is known about
the ensemble that performed
in Brandon—most “Jubilee”
groups did not receive any
great attention—but these
choruses generally sang fa-
mous “plantation” songs like
“Swing Low, Sweet Chariot.”

Brandon was a bustling,
prosperous town on a main
railway line at the time. It
had also had a vocal aboli-
tionist community before
the war. No surprise, then,
that such a group would’ve
found its way here.

Though some Jubilee
choruses are still active to-
day, such as the Fisk sing-
ers, the Jubilee phenomenon
mostly petered out by the
1890s, as tastes changed and
the general public lost inter-
est in the musical traditions
of the formerly enslaved.

However, much of this
music would eventually be
revived during the 1950s
and 60s, when songs like
“We Shall Overcome” be-
came rallying cries for the
civil-rights movement. We
tend now to think of these
songs as “protest music,”
unaware that there was a pe-
riod when scores of choruses
performed this repertoire as
entertainment for white au-
diences around the U.S., in-
cluding here in Brandon.

aa Iastitute.

There was a jubilee concert at the
Town Hall Monday evening,
- eolored students of the North Caroli-

by the
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A NEWSPAPER CLIPPING from the Brandon Union circa

August, 1873.

L:ke all things vintage?
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are on page 16!




Fire Academy

(Continued from Page 1)

In addition to the double-oc-
cupancy dorm rooms, there are
spaces for dining and socializ-
ing. “The goal was to provide
common space for students to
network outside of class,” said
Skaza. When the dining hall is
closed on the weekend, food is
often brought in from Kamu-
da’s, Keith’s, and the Brandon
House of Pizza.

All the work was covered
by a $2,000,000 grant from
the Vermont Legislature. It’s
hoped that the new facility will
increase the number of people
who train to be firefighters.
Training at the Academy is at
no cost to the trainees; funding
for the training programs comes
from a small assessment levied
on homeowner’s insurance poli-
cies in Vermont.

“Recruitment and retention
have been issues for quite some
time,” said Skaza, echoing a
sentiment voiced by Brandon’s

emergency services. “Volunteer
agencies have had staffing prob-
lems for a while but now we’re
starting to see it creep into ca-
reer agencies. Society puts so
much value on free time now.
People feel like they have to
choose between volunteering
and going to their kids’ baseball
games.”

“You’d be hard pressed to
find a service in Vermont that
isn’t looking for help. You used
to have waiting lists of people
wanting to volunteer, but not
anymore. Some regions are
struggling more than others.
Rutland County could be bet-
ter,” said Skaza, who is also
Chief of the West Rutland Fire
Department.

Skaza also pointed out
that some municipalities have
evolved from volunteer services
to full-time paid career agen-
cies as they attempt to resolve

their staffing issues. “Towns
like Williston, Killington, and
Woodstock

ACADEMY TRAINING DIRECTOR Michael Skaza
shows off one of the new dorm rooms. Brandon'’s
New England Woodcraft made the furniture.

: : ey s
2011 HONDA CRV EXL
AWD, auto, loaded, 100k miles

$14,995

4x4 auto, V6, loaded, 108k miles
$21,995
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We also buy cars,
locate specialty orders
& consider consignments
Call Dave for an appointment

2016 NISSAN FRONTIER SV XTD CAB

have the tax
base to make
that transition.
And a lot of
people who
move to those
towns from out
of state expect
to have 24/7
service and
are willing to
pay for it. But
smaller towns

WINMET7

o o
CARS »» TRUCKS
802 465 4688

" 2013 TOYOTA CAMRY SE
6 cyl, auto, loaded, 118k miles
$14,995
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THE VERMONT POLICE and Fire Academy in Pittsford.

still have to rely on volunteers,”
he said.

“The first step for anyone in-
terested in getting trained is to
associate themselves with a lo-
cal fire department,” he contin-
ued. “That department will set
them up with gear and insurance
and then send them to us. If a
department can hook them in,
we can get them trained.”

The COVID-19 pandemic
altered how the Academy deliv-
ers training, forcing it to rely
heavily on technology. Now
that restrictions are easing, the

2015 SUBARU FOSTER PREMIUM
AWD, auto, loaded, 112k miles

1

2013 VOLVO X(90 3.2
6 cyl, AWD, loaded, 125k miles

Wimett Tra&ing Coml:)an9

at the Big White Barn in Leicester
Michael Jackman, 50 Years Experience
David Wimett, 37 Years Experience
Mark Grant, 9 Years Experience

802-465-4688

2668 Route 7 « Leicester, VT 05733 « wimetttradingco@gmail.com

Academy plans to continue of-
fering hybrid live/online class-
es. “We’re seeing good enroll-
ment now. The hybrid class is
very popular. Students in that
class attend a virtual session ev-
ery week and come to campus
nine times to practice hands-on
skills. There’s less travel, less
time away from home,” said
Skaza.

The new dormitory will also
benefit the local economy, bring-
ing more trainees to Pittsford.
“We try to be good neighbors.
We have over 1,000 students per

Photos by Steven Jupiter

year. They definitely go to local
stores and restaurants. And our
support staff is all local hires.
The Academy definitely helps
boost the town,” said Skaza.

“We’re trying to knock down
as many barriers to service as
possible,” he continued. The
bulk of our training is on the
road, at local departments. But
this new dormitory makes it
even easier for people to com-
mit to our training programs.
If travel is no longer an issue,
we hope we’ll see more people
signing up.”

CounterPoin

2022 Point CounterPoint
Faculty Concert Series

Thursday, August 25th at 7.30pm —
Salisbury Congregational Church, 853 Maple St. Salisbury

Saturday, September 3rd at 7.30pm —
Middlebury Unitarian Universalist Church

Free-will Donation
Wheelchair Accessible

www.pointcp.com
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THERE WAS PLENTY to
see at the 176th Vermont
State Fair in Rutland over
the weekend, including
fun for kids and critters
of all kinds.
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FROM LEFT, DAVID Mason, Meg Hennesy, and Kathy McCafferty star in the Dorset Theatre pro-

duction of Thirst.

Dorset Theater

(Continued from Page 3)

This season, she returns to
direct after previously direct-
ing the Festival’s 2019 award-
winning world premiere of her
play, Dig, and the 2016 World
Premiere of her play Way of
the World starring Kristine
Nielsen.

Rebeck’s Broadway credits
include Bernhardt/Hamlet star-
ring Janet McTeer, Dead Ac-
counts starring Katie Holmes,
Seminar starring Alan Rick-
man, and Mauritius starring F.
Murray Abraham.

Other notable plays include
Poor Behavior, What We’re Up
Against, and Omnium Gath-
erum (co-written), a finalist for
the Pulitzer Prize in 2013.

Her latest play, Mad House,
is currently playing a critically
acclaimed world premiere on
London’s West End starring
David Harbour and Bill Pull-
man.

Rebeck made her NYC direc-
torial debut with Rob Acker-
man’s play Dropping Gumballs
on Luke Wilson at The Work-
ing Theatre and her new pod-
cast play, Nightwatch, starring
Norbert Leo Butz and Krysta
Rodriguez, produced by Dorset
Theatre Festival, is now avail-
able on The Broadway Podcast
Network.

Rebeck is joined by scenic
designers Christopher and Jus-
tin Swader, costume designer
Fabian Fidel Aguilar, lighting

designer Mary Ellen Stebbins,
sound designer Fitz Patton,
casting director Judy Bowman,
C.S.A., and stage manager Av-
ery Trunko.

Thirst, which runs about two
hours with a 15-minute inter-
mission, began performances
on Thursday, August 18, and
runs through Saturday, Sep-
tember 3.

Dorset Theatre Festival’s box
office may be reached by call-
ing (802) 867-2223 ext. 101,
Wednesday through Saturday,
12 to 6 p.m., and Sunday, 12
to 4 p.m. For more information
or to purchase subscriptions
and tickets online, visit www.
dorsettheatrefestival.org.
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Pittsford SB

(Continued from Page 2)

this project last year. I kind
of wish I was,” he continued,
explaining how the grant pro-
cess is the same for $60,000 or
$500,000. “I can totally under-
stand how you feel a little side-
swiped by this, actually.”

The board eventually agreed
to move forward with the pro-
cess, citing its outstanding need
to create a better financial pol-
icy regardless of the situation,
and Mr. Wagner said that he’d
do everything in his power to
see the project move along to
the next phase in anticipation
of that policy.

In other news,
board also:

* Discussed the new munici-
pal Park-and-Ride grant pro-
gram, noting that the parking
lot of St. Alphonsus Ligouri
Church might be a good loca-
tion for both a Park-and-Ride

the select-

and a potential EV charging
station.

* Agreed to look into adopt-
ing a Cannabis Review Policy
at the recommendation of Bren-
da Fox-Howard.

* Reviewed costs on a new
mower attachment for the
town’s existing loader but did
not agree to purchase one, cit-
ing insufficient make and model
data in the documents provided.

Heard from Chairman of the
Otter Creek Watershed Insect
Control District (OCWICD)
Doug Perkins, who urged the
board to find a replacement for
one of the town’s board mem-
bers who has not been attend-
ing for the past six months.
Selectboard Chair Alicia Malay
volunteered to serve as an al-
ternate to the OCWICD board
until a new replacement could
be found.

Congratulations are in order for
Phil and Chrissy Grimes of Pittsford,
who will celebrate their 33rd wedding

anniversary on August 26, 2022.

Native
" Vermont Lumber

Bark Mulch - Delivery Available

Hemlock Framing Stock ° Pine Shiplap Siding
Pine Tongue & Groove ° Custom Cut Timbers

89 Stevens Road Pittsford, VT | 802-483-6550
Mon-Fri: 7am-4pm & Sat: 8AM-12pPM | www.gagnonlumber.com

ﬂ@@@ﬂm

Planting - Pruning - Removing - Repairing
Stump Removal - Timber Harvesting < Land Clearing « Firewood

Educated, Experienced and Fully Insured Professionals

Thad Poremski
(802)
349-2815
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Smarter justice

(Continued from Page 4)

voters rightfully expect their
elected officials to prioritize.

They are also calling for
further progress in reforming
our criminal legal system with
evidence-based, data-informed
policies. These include ending
our wealth-based system of
bail, reducing barriers to suc-
cessful community re-entry
for people leaving prison, and
prioritizing community-based
justice programs over tradi-
tional, punitive systems that
have not made our communi-
ties safer.

Finally, Vermonters also ex-
pect the police to be account-
able for their actions and to
serve all our communities eq-
uitably and with integrity. We
still don’t have the policies in
place to foster a stronger cul-
ture of accountability in law
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enforcement, and all of us—
law enforcement officials in-
cluded—should have a strong
interest in changing that.

The fact remains that we as a
society have drastically under-
funded our social safety net for
generations. We can’t expect
police and corrections officers
to make up for that or to fix
it for us—and we can’t keep
ignoring the disproportionate
harm done to BIPOC commu-
nities, particularly black Ver-
monters when we do.

We invite everyone who
calls Vermont home—includ-
ing those in law enforcement
who recognize the necessity of
moving forward together—to
join us in ensuring that com-

munities have the resources
and reforms they need to
thrive.
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Vermont bear hunting season

starts in September

VERMONT — The Vermont
Fish and Wildlife Department
says bear hunting season starts
in September and wants to re-
mind hunters about bear hunting
regulations.

Vermont has two bear hunt-
ing seasons. The early sea-
son, which requires a special
bear tag, starts September 1 and
continues through November 11,
with one exception. Nonresi-
dent hunters using dogs cannot
start bear hunting until Septem-
ber 15. The late bear season be-
gins November 12 and continues
through November 20. A hunter
may only take one bear during
the year.

In addition to a hunting li-
cense, a bear hunter using a bow
or crossbow must have a prior
or current bow license or a cer-
tificate proving completion of a
bow hunter education course.

The hunter must field dress the
bear before taking it to a report-
ing station. Itis also legal to skin
the bear and cut it up to carry it
out of the woods. Although the
bear must be reported within 48
hours, Fish and Wildlife urge do-

ing so quickly to cool the meat.

The hunter must also collect
and submit a pre-molar tooth
from the bear at the time the bear
is reported or within 30 days.
The tooth provides important
data on the age structure and size
of the bear population.

Upon the request of a game
warden, a person harvesting a
bear is required to return to the
kill site with a game warden.

“Bears will be feeding along
power lines and in forest open-
ings and old fields where ber-
ries and apples can be found as
well as in forested beech and oak
stands,” said Vermont’s Director
of Wildlife, Mark Scott. “They
also are likely to be feeding on
standing corn.”

Scott says Vermont’s regu-
lated legal bear hunting seasons
help manage the state’s popula-
tion. “Fifty years ago, Vermont
had less than 1,500 bears, and
they were found mostly in the
mountains and  northeastern
quarter of the state,” he said.

“Bears are now found state-
wide except in Grand Isle Coun-
ty,” he continued, “and although

we have successfully increased
bear numbers close to 6,000,
the human population also has
increased, resulting in more en-
counters between humans and
bears. Carefully regulated legal
hunting helps control the growth
of the black bear population and
allows for their sustainable use
while decreasing interactions
with humans.”

Scott says with bears being so
abundant; this is a great opportu-
nity for hunters who have never
hunted bears to do so this year.
He says properly prepared bear
meat is highly nutritious.

The key to successfully secur-
ing good meat is to skin the bear
as soon as possible and process
it immediately if you do not have
access to a large cooler.

Scott recommends that hunt-
ers refrain from shooting a bear
with cubs and bears observed in
groups as they are usually made
up of sows with cubs.

Vermont Fish & Wildlife urg-
es hunters to download and read
the 2022 Black Bear Hunting
Guide from its website.



BIPOC hair clinics seek to fill a need

BY MAT CLOUSER

CASTLETON — Following
the success of their Juneteenth
hair clinic, the Rutland area
NAACP recently announced
dates for a back-to-school hair
clinic for local BIPOC youth on
Sunday, September 4, from 12-5
in Castleton.

Offering both braiding and
barber appointments for BIPOC
youth under 18 in Bennington,
Addison, and Rutland counties
with space for more than 30 kids,
the clinics filled up within hours.
“It’s clearly something the com-
munity needs,” said Media Com-
mittee Chair Caitlin Gildrien.

“Many of these kids have bi-
racial parents or foster parents
who may not know how to do
their hair,” said La’Keiah Batista
Sanchez, Chair of the Health
Committee, speaking of the dif-
ficulties some kids face in a
community that is frequently un-
prepared for the nuances of their
beautification.

But the benefits are more than
just aesthetic according to Ba-
tista Sanchez, who says many
BIPOC children can experience
painful feelings of isolation, ex-
clusion, and otherness, particu-
larly when even finding the right
hair products in local stores is
an issue. “When you look good,
you feel good,” she said. “And it
fosters a sense of community.”

Batista Sanchez acknowl-
edged the need for more time
slots at the clinics, saying she’s
always looking for volunteers to
join the current group, some of
whom come from as far away as
Albany, NY.

She also said she’d like to see
the clinics expand to “Teach and
Learn” sessions with parents and
that she is working to help see
an ethnic hair course offered at
the Stafford Technical School in
Rutland to help expand the num-
ber of capable stylists in the area.

“I [have to] do my own hair,”
said Batista Sanchez, speaking

of the need for stylists, adding
that she hopes to open her own
salon one day. “But we’d do all
types of hair, too.”

In addition to the community
building and “glow-up”—a term
popularized by musician Chief
Keef to refer to a positive change
in one’s appearance over time—
the clinics will also be offering
backpacks with school supplies
to participants.

All appointments are free and
supported by community dona-
tions, said Batista Sanchez, who
pointed out that the Rutland-area
NACCP needs new members.
“It’s only $30,” she said, also
noting that all ethnicities are
welcome to join.

For more information and a
sign-up link (with more slots
added as volunteers are located),
head to www.naacprutland.org/
hair-clinics. To become a mem-
ber, volunteer, or donate, visit:
www.naacprutland.org.
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KIDS AND VOLUNTEERS came from all over Rutland, Ben-
nington, and Addison counties for the NAACP'’s free hair
clinics this past Juneteeth—clinics which they are hosting
again on September 4th in Castleton thanks in large part
to organizer La'Keiah Batista Sanchez, above, who also
serves as the Rutland-area Health Committee Chair.
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Calendar of events

Chess Club

Join us every Tuesday evening for a fun night of chess
from 4:00-6:00 p.m. at the Godnick Adult Center, 1
Deer Street, Rutland.

Brandon Public Library Pins & Needles Crafting
Group

The club will meet 5:30-7 p.m.

Brandon Public Library Teen Advisory Group
This advisory group meets every first Tuesday of the
month from 3:30-5 p.m.

Brandon Public Library Book Discussion Group
Starting at 6 p.m., this group also meets every first
Tuesday of the month.

Brain Club: Virtual Weekly Community Education
Series

Brain Club is a weekly community education series
(6-7 pm resuming July 12) where we will be joined by
professionals from various fields to teach us about dif-
ferent ways that brains of all types navigate everyday
life, followed by Q&A from the audience. Each week
will have a presenter or panel about a different topic,
oriented around a monthly theme. All webinars are
recorded for on-demand viewing.

Brandon Public Library Meditation Group
Meet us for an hour of calm from 12:30-1:30 p.m.

Music At The Riverbend Summer Concerts

The warmth of the late-day sun on your face . . . the
swell of music and the smell of popcorn carried on

an evening breeze . . . Brandon’s wonderful summer
concert series have attracted over 100 folks to each
performance and over 200 to some of them!! Every
Wednesday night in July and August, the beautiful
grounds behind the Brandon Inn is the site of free
concerts for our community. We have an eclectic
line-up of bands on tap. Join the folks who come out
and relax with some quality music with their friends
and neighbors. The kids have fun running around the
pretty grounds next to the Neshobe River, and we all
enjoy free popcorn! Adult beverages are served up by
the Brandon Inn, available in the outdoor lounge area,
so you don't miss a note of the music.At this time rain
outs will NOT be held inside the Inn. We'll try to put

a sign out that states “No Concert Tonight”.Thanks
for your support in our fundraisers and for coming out
to support the great bands we have year after year.
It's great to be part of live community music! Make

a secure online donation here to help support the
Brandon Summer Concert Series. Many thanks to the
generosity of the Brandon Inn for sharing their space
with us! For more information, contact the Chamber
at 802-247-6401 or info@brandon.org

Summer Storytime Playgroup with Sophie
Join us at 10 am at the Maclure Library. for stories,
crafts, snacks and free play!

You are invited to BARN OPERA's Open House!
From 7p.m.=9p.m. join Artistic Director, Joshua Col-

lier, members of the BARN OPERA artistic team, and
the Board of Directors of BARN OPERA for the first
public open house in the new BARN OPERA House,
in advance of our production of Ariadne auf Naxos in
September.

Come see the Barn, have a glass of wine, take pic-
tures in the beautiful space, make sure you have tick-
ets to the show, and see all the projects that we have
in the works and where you might be able to be a part
of the BARN OPERA story. The BARN OPERA House
is located at 1321 Pearl Street, Brandon, Vt, 05733.

Shoreham Congregational Church hosts presentation
by Age Well VT

Starting at 1:00 p.m. Age Well Vermont focuses on the
lifestyle, happiness, and wellness of the elderly in Ad-
dison County and several other counties in Vermont.
This nonprofit organization works to reduce barriers
by providing access to healthy meals, in-home care,
and community programs. They have many options

to help both caregivers and individuals who want to
remain in their own homes as long as possible. They
also act as a clearinghouse for information about

a variety of agencies to help our aging population.
They will give a presentation of their programs and
activities at the Shoreham Congregational Church.
This program is free and open to the public. It will

be useful for all elderly people and those caring for
them. Please come and learn about this tremendous
resource.

Kennedy Park Concerts

August 27 Melissa Moorehouse
September 10 Jim Shaw
September 24 Patrick Fitzsimmons

All shows 11a-1p in Kennedy Park.
Sponsored by the Downtown Brandon Alliance.

Blueberry Hill Inn: Patti Casey & Colin McCaffrey
Casey and McCaffrey are two of Vermont's most
beloved musical treasures, having created individu-
ally and together an artistic landscape as ruggedly
beautiful as the Green Mountains of Vermont, where
they both grew up. Gorgeous vocal harmonies and
rock solid acoustic instrumental work — both are inter-
nationally known as award-winning songwriters and
singers — together their ease and humor onstage give
you a chance to catch your breath from the last song,
which may just have taken it away.

Reservations for each pizza night will open the
Monday prior to the event. We appreciate advance
reservations. We do not offer a music-only rate. Pizza
and live music are $35 per person, $25 for kids 11 and
under, and kids 5 and under are free. Includes pizza
and inn-made lemonade or iced tea and live music.
Hearty Salad, Lulu Icecream, and Blueberry Hill
Cookies are available to purchase on-site!

40th Annual Vergennes Day

The weekend kicks off on Friday, August 26, with a
street dance on the City Green featuring music by
"The Hitmen" and sponsored by One Credit Union.
The street dance runs from 7 to 10 p.m and features
food from the 3 Squares Café Food Truck. Activities
continue Saturday between 7 a.m. and 3 p.m.

The day begins with a pancake breakfast at the
Vergennes Fire Station from 7 to 10 a.m. The “Little

City Races” 5K, 10K, and 15K'’s kickoff at 8:30 and

9 a.m., with on-site registration available at 7:30 at
Vergennes Union Elementary School. Other activi-
ties include free wagon rides sponsored by Vermont
Federal Credit Union and events hosted by the Bixby
Library and Vergennes Rotary.

The bandstand will feature music throughout the day.
From 10 a.mm to 3 p.m., the City Green will host more
than 55 craft and vendor booths offering fine hand-
crafts, locally made products, food, and more.

Poultney Habitat Improvement Tour at Birdseye
Wildlife Management Area

The Vermont Fish and Wildlife Department and the
National Wild Turkey Federation are excited to an-
nounce an upcoming tour to highlight land manage-
ment practices to improve wildlife habitat for game
species at Birdseye Wildlife Management Area (WMA)
in Poultney on Saturday, August 27, from 12 to 3 p.m.
The tour will be led by Travis Hart and Andrea Short-
sleeve, wildlife habitat biologists with the Vermont
Fish and Wildlife Department, and Matt DiBona, a
wildlife biologist with the National Wild Turkey Fed-
eration.

The group will walk through large patch cuts, a pre-
scribed burn area, released apple trees, and other
recently completed habitat projects while discussing
how these projects benefit deer, bears, turkeys, and
other wildlife and how they can be implemented on
your property. While game species will be the focus
of the discussion, these habitat practices also benefit
many nongame species, including pollinators. Birds-
eye WMA is a 3,600-acre property owned by the Fish
and Wildlife Department and is managed to benefit
wildlife while providing opportunities for the public to
access and enjoy the area. The property ranges from
level former farmland to the steep talus slopes of
Birdseye Mountain and provides a habitat for diverse

wildlife.

The group will meet at the snowplow turnaround at
the end of Birdseye Road in Poultney. Please dress for
the weather and wear suitable footwear. Participants
are encouraged to bring water, a journal for notes,
and a desire to learn more about improving habitats

Brandon's 'Slide out of
summer,’ Aug. 28, 3-5 p.m.

Slide out of summer in style at Estabrook Park in
Brandon with a giant water slide, slip and slide, pie
eating contest, hot dogs, cotton, candy, snow cones,
music, and more. Bring your chair and say goodbye
to summer vacation!

Brought to you by the Brandon Rec, the Allie Mae
foundation, and the Brandon Area Toy project. Ad-
mission and parking are free.
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[dlife. The tour is free; however, attendants are asked
ister online to help with planning. Any questions can
ected to Travis Hart at Travis.Hart@vermont.gov.

mi box making

es are invited to attend an origami box making activ-
Saturday, August 27, from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. under

J tent in the Sheldon Museum'’s garden.

in family morning at the Sheldon is a drop-in event
nted by the Vermont Children’s Museum, a non-profit
1g toward opening a children’s indoor play space and
t support center in Middlebury. Children will learn

o create an origami box out of paper for storing their
tions. Families can stop by anytime between 10 and
this creative craft project.

“tivity is free, and all are welcome; reservations are
quired. The Sheldon Museum is located at One Park
, Middlebury. For more information, visit www.Hen-
l[donMuseum.org or call the Sheldon at 802-388-2117.

i’

 Coolidge Musicale features “Eloquent Expressions”
resident Calvin Coolidge State Historic Site in

uth Notch will host a Grace Coolidge Musicales
nday, at 3:00 p.m. The 45-minute concert, entitled
ient Expressions” is free to the public thanks to the
ous support of the Donchian Foundation. Donations
slcome.

t Abigail Charbeneau and Cellist Kate Jensik will per-
nusical works by Robert Schumann, Antonio Vivaldi,
el Faure, Camille Saint-Saens, and Ola Gjeilo. The
ale will be held in the Grace Coolidge Room of
useum & Education Center at the President Calvin
dge State Historic Site. The performance will feature
ano that was given to Mrs. Coolidge by the Baldwin
any and used in the family quarters at The White
brity in its own right, this grand piano was once

d by the composer and virtuoso pianist Sergei
naninoff and is said to be the first piano ever to be
orted in an airplane. The President Calvin Coolidge
Historic Site is open Tuesday — Sunday through Oct.
a.m. to 5 p.m. For further information and event list-
all 802-672-3773, visit www.historicsites.vermont.gov,
Facebook at Vermont State Historic Sites.

lon Town Hall: The Silverbacks Blues & Rock Band
er chance to dance the night away with The Silverbacks
\g at 7:30 p.m. A Blues and Classic Rock band that
authentic Blues and vintage Rock and Roll tunes. The
offers a great selection of songs that are recognizable
oroughly danceable.

s: Couples: $14, Adults, $8, Seniors and Students, $7.
ored by Heritage Family Credit Union. Saturday, Sep-
r 10, 8:00 a.m. —4:00 p.m.

lon Town Hall: Beekeepers Statewide Conference
8:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. The Vermont Beekeepers will hold
nmer membership meeting for the second year in a row.
not an FOTH event. If you think you might want to take
ekeeping or just learn more about it, you can register

> meeting at the door. Registration for non-members is
).

Looking to learn more about your
forest? Does a waterway travel
through your property? Consider at-
tending a Vermont Woodlands As-
sociation workshop titled Forests,
Fields, and Floodplains on Saturday,
September 17. This multi-organiza-
tion event will feature presentations
and demonstrations from members
of the VWA, Vermont River Conser-
vancy, White River Partnership, and
Vermont Coverts.

The workshop will feature several
break-out sessions throughout the
event. There will be a portable saw-
mill on site and Phil Sweet will give
demonstrations using ash, cherry,
birch, and spruce logs. Consult-
ing forester and VWA president Al-
lan Thompson will speak on Timber
Stand Improvement (TSI) in regard
to an area of 40-year-old spruce for-
est on the property. Vermont River
Conservancy’s Steve Libby will share
on the topic of floodplains and the
importance of river easements. Greg
Russ of the White River Partnership
will give a session on riparian zones,
speaking on how the planting of these

zones can improve river quality and
help control erosion. Also, a represen-
tative of Vermont Coverts will present
on the topic of woodlands and water-
courses and the role they play in wild-
life habitat and migration.

The free event will be will be hosted
by Ron and Chris Millard at Hancock
Mountain Farm in Hancock from 10
am. to 1 p.m.

Hancock Mountain Farm is located
at 2333 VT Route 100 N., Hancock,
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Sept. 17, Forests, Fields, and Floodplains workshop 10 am.—1 p.m.

VT 05748. Look for the Red Barn on
the property. The site is flat and acces-
sible, but proper footwear and apparel
should be worn. There are no rest-
rooms on the property.

The event is free, however advance
registration is required. If you plan on
attending email Ron Millard at rmil-
lard@fuse.net expressing your intent
to attend along with number in your

party.

The Ecology of Ticks and Tick-borne Disease Sept.9,
12 p.m. at the Sheldon Museum

The Henry Sheldon Museum pres-
ents, “The Ecology of Ticks and Tick-
borne Diseases,” a talk by David Al-
len, Associate Professor of biology at
Middlebury College.

Allen studies the ecological, cli-
mate, and landscape factors which
determine tick-borne disease risk. He
uses a mix of fieldwork, lab-based
and modeling methods.

Over the last two decades, tick
populations and cases of tick-borne

diseases (like Lyme disease) have
increased dramatically in Vermont.
Tick populations are influenced by a
complex set of biotic (e.g., deer and
mouse populations) and abiotic (e.g.,
climate) drivers. As a result, it is hard
to say what is responsible for the dra-
matic change to tick populations.
This talk will present a brief in-
troduction to tick biology. Allen will
also discuss his research trying to un-
derstand what drives tick-borne dis-

ease risk in Vermont.

The talk will take place in the
Sheldon’s barn and is free and open
to the public. Seating is limited; first
come, first served. Bring a brown bag
lunch if you’d like. The Sheldon Mu-
seum is located at One Park Street,
Middlebury across from the Ilsley
Library. For more information about
upcoming Friday talks, visit www.
HenrySheldonMuseum.org or call the
Sheldon at 802-388-2117.
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Stone, Kelly score on Double Feature Night at Devil’'s Bowl

WEST HAVEN—Young racers
Justin Stone and Marty Kelly III
held serve at Devil’s Bowl Speed-
way on Saturday, August 20, as
The Stove Depot presented the
annual Double Feature Night. The
busy, 10-race card was also high-
lighted by a 50-lap Enduro Series
race and a backpack giveaway at
intermission that benefitted the
more than 200 students in atten-
dance.

Middlebury’s Justin Stone won

& STOVE DEPOT

the opening 25-lap feature for
the headline Sunoco Sportsman
Modified division. The third-gen-
eration driver earned his second
win of the season, and his cousin,
rookie Troy Audet, finished as the
runner-up.

Marty Kelly III took third
place, veteran Elmo Reckner was
fourth, and sophomore Shawn
McPhee continued a recent stretch
of success in fifth. Brian Whitte-
more finished sixth ahead of Walt

Hammond Jr., Jimmy Ryan, Vince
Quenneville, and Jimmy Davis.
Kelly was hot all night, win-
ning the second Sportsman Modi-
fied feature for his maiden victory
of 2022. The second-generation
Shaftsbury racer held off defend-
ing champion Tim LaDuc after a
restart with four laps remaining.
LaDuc placed second ahead of
Anthony Warren, Frank Hoard III,
and Allan Hammond. Ryan was
sixth, followed by Todd Stone,

M e/
STOVE DEPOTING

www..thestove

North Clarendon
Bennington

-
b

{

N

depot.com
Ferrisburg
Londonderry.

;vw‘v;thestovedepot.com

North Clarendon
‘Bennington

‘www,llu-sluvedepot.com
>3 SEE R

HARNMAN]

Ferrisburg
Londonderry
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YOUNG DRIVERS JUSTIN Stone, above, and Marty Kelley lll each won on Double Feature Night.

Whittemore, Tanner Siemons, and
Justin Comes.

The O’Reilly Auto Parts Limit-
ed Sportsman division welcomed
a pair of popular new winners in
twin 20-lap features, shining some
light on both ends of the age spec-
trum.

Second-generation driver
A.J. Munger, 21, of nearby Ben-
son Landing, pulled off the first
points-paying victory of his young
career in the first race. Alex Layn
scored a career-best runner-up fin-
ish, followed by Bubba McPhee,
Anthony Ryan, and Fred Little.

Fair Haven’s “Santa” Bob Kil-
burn scored his first-ever Devil’s
Bowl win in the Limited Sports-
man nightcap. The 66-year-old
was up front all race long and held
off the field through a pair of re-
starts, including one with just two
laps left. Josh LeClaire threaded
the needle in traffic to take sec-
ond. Bubba McPhee was third for
the second time of the night, fol-
lowed by Bill Duprey and Steve
Pope.

Mount Holly’s Josh Bussino
picked up his first win in a Modi-
fied car in the first 15-lap race for
the Hoosier Daddy Racing Rookie
Sportsman division. Stock car vet-
eran Don Williams scored his best
open-wheel finish in second place,
with Kamden Dufty, William Lus-
sier Jr., and Tyler Travis complet-
ing the top five.

Travis has wasted no time in
making his presence known at
Devil’s Bowl, picking up his
first victory in the second Rookie
Sportsman feature. The Hart-
land racer made just his third
and fourth starts in a Modified on
Double Feature Night after mak-
ing just four starts in the Mini
Sprint competition earlier in the
season. Adam LaFountain fin-
ished second ahead of Lussier,
Randy Edson, and Duffy.

Rookie Logan Denis of Whiting
kept his hot freshman campaign
going in the Friend Construction
500cc Mini Sprint division, scor-
ing his fourth win of the season
in the first 12-lap feature. Vern
Woodard was a career-best second
ahead of defending champion Ray
Hanson, Lane Saville, and Chay-

ton Young.

Young, also a rookie, brought
his second career victory home
to Wynantskill, N, in the second
Mini Sprint race. Saville was the
runner-up, followed by Denis,
John Smith, and Woodard.

The Mini Stock division saw
its program rearranged after a di-
sastrous start. With no laps com-
pleted in 18 minutes in the first of
two planned 12-lap features, the
entire division was sent to the pit
area to regroup, and the decision
was made to hold a single 20-lap
race later in the evening.

Ripton’s Chris Sumner didn’t
mind the change, as he had extra
time to move from the 21st start-
ing position to score his track-
high sixth win of the year. Craig
Kirby, Adam Mahoney, and lead-
ing rookie Matt Wade each came
from deep in the starting field to
run two-three-four. Chase Allen
finished fifth.

Whiting’s Eric Leno won the
50-lap Enduro Series race to close
the evening. The win was Leno’s
third of the year and his fifth over-
all.

Devil’s Bowl Speedway returns
to action on Saturday, August 27,
at 7 p.m., as Friend Construc-
tion presents the annual “Win
& You’re In!” automatic quali-
fier “draw race” for the upcoming
Vermont 200. The program also
includes Kids Racecar Rides at in-
termission. All five weekly racing
divisions will be in action. Grand-
stand general admission is $12 for
adults and free for children aged
12 and under, and Infield drive-in
parking is $20 for adults and free
for children. Tickets are available
at the speedway on race day.

Devil’s Bowl Speedway is lo-
cated on Route 22A in West Ha-
ven, Vt., four miles north of U.S.
Route 4, Exit 2, and just 20 min-
utes from Rutland, Vt. For more
information, visit www.Devils-
BowlSpeedwayVT.com or call
(802) 265-3112. Devil’s Bowl
Speedway is on Facebook at face-
book.com/DevilsBowlSpeedway,
and on Instagram, Twitter, and
Snapchat at @DevilsBowlSpeed;
follow the action using the #Dev-
ilsBowl hashtag.

For weekly sports updates

check out our website
BRANDONREPORTER.COM.




MIDDLEBURY — The
Middlebury New Filmmak-
ers Festival announced the

second pair of winners of the
American-Indonesian Cultural
& Educational Foundation (Al-
CEF) Prize for Cross-Cultural
Filmmaking as part of its rela-

tionship with Indonesia’s highly
regarded Bali International Film
Festival.

The AICEF Prize is presented
to a pair of first or second-time
feature filmmakers whose work
robustly embraces cross-cul-
tural themes in the narrative or
documentary

A STILL FROM Preman, directed by Randolph
Zaini, one of two international award winners.

genre.
One Indo-
nesian  film-
maker has
been selected
by the Bali
International
Film Festival
(Balinale) to
present their
work at the
8th  Annual
Middlebury

New  Filmmakers  Festival
(MNFF), and one American
filmmaker has been selected
by MNFF to present their work
both at MNFFS8 and at the 2023
Bali International Film Festival
next June. All the funding for
this exchange of filmmakers is
provided through a generous
grant from the AICEF.

The selected films tackle a
subject that crosses cultural
lines and advances our under-
standing of the issues, chal-
lenges, and realities that people
face in living in countries, com-
munities, or cultures unfamiliar
or resistant to them.

The Bali International Film
Festival selected Preman as its
second AICEF Prize winner.
Directed by Randolph Zaini, a
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Middlebury New Filmmakers Festival announces winners for cross-
cultural filmmaking in conjunction with the Bali International Film Festival

first-time feature director, Pre-
man tells the story of Sandi, a
deaf thug who works for a gang
disguised as a non-government
organization. Nominated for
eight awards at Festival Film
Indonesia, winning two, Pre-
man speaks eloquently to issues
of class across the Indonesian
culture.

Preman will screen at MNFFS§
on Friday, August 26 at 11:30
a.m., at Town Hall Theater, as
the first of two films celebrat-
ing the winners of the AICEF
Prize. Mr. Zaini will attend that
screening and participate in the
Q&A that follows. Additionally,
a delegation from the Consul-
ate General of the Republic of
Indonesia, based in New York,
will attend the screening.

The American winner of the
AICEF Prize for Cross-Cultural
Filmmaking is Pasang: In the
Shadow of Everest. Directed
by Nancy Svendsen, a first-time
feature filmmaker, the docu-
mentary tells the remarkable
story of Pasang Lhamu Sherpa,
the indigenous trailblazer who
battled racism, gender discrimi-
nation, and political opposi-
tion in her quest to become the
first Nepali woman to summit
Mount Everest.

Pasang: In the Shadow of
Everest will screen at MNFF8
on Friday, August 26 at 2 p.m.,
at Town Hall Theater, as the
second of two films celebrating
the winners of the AICEF Prize.
Ms. Svendsen will attend the

(See MNFF, Page 22)

Rutland NAACP pushes to ban sale of racist items after
slavery-era shackles sighted at local gun show

BY ELLA RUEHSEN/ VTDigger

Rutland — A local branch of
the NAACP is denouncing the
sale of what appeared to be slave
shackles at a gun show held last
weekend at the Vermont State
Fairgrounds in Rutland.

The Rutland Area Branch of
the NAACP wrote a letter to the
fairgrounds’ board of trustees
Tuesday night criticizing the or-
ganization for permitting the sale
of such items and circulated a
petition Wednesday morning
calling on it to prohibit similar
sales in the future.

“As defenders of freedom and
teaching the truth about the his-
tory of the United States and rac-
ism, The Rutland NAACP does
not condone the selling and prof-
iting of artifacts that represent
the repugnance of the enslave-
ment of Black people,” the orga-
nization wrote in its letter.

The fairgrounds are run by
the Rutland County Agricultural
Society, which hosted the 176th
annual Vermont State Fair at
the site last week. Members of
the fairgrounds’ leadership team
could not be reached for com-
ment.

The NAACP’s letter encour-
aged fairgrounds leadership to
“take immediate action” in re-
viewing policies with vendors at
the Vermont State Fair in an ef-
fort to prevent similar occurrenc-
es last week and in the future.

This isn’t the first time the
NAACEP has called on the fair-
grounds to crack down on certain

sales on its property. In 2018, the
Rutland branch circulated a peti-
tion calling on the fairgrounds to
ban the sale of Confederate flags.

“We’ve been down this road
with the Vermont State Fair-
grounds in terms of demanding
that they have stronger policies,”
said Mia Schultz, president of
the Rutland Area Branch of the
NAACP.

According to Schultz, who
penned the latest letter and pe-
tition, the fairgrounds did not
heed its call in 2018, though the
fair’s current policies disallow
weapons and “vulgar, hateful or
distasteful items from being of-
fered for sale or put on display.”
(In 2016, the Addison County
Fair & Field Days’ board voted
to ban the sale of Confederate
flags and merchandise bearing
the symbol.)

Rutland City, where the fair-
grounds are located, and West
Rutland have both adopted
a Declaration of Inclusion con-
demning racism and discrimina-
tion.

“I think that our officials in
our town need to speak up, and
this is their moment to really en-
force that Declaration of Inclu-
sion as not mere words but actu-
ally action,” Schultz said. “Sale
and profiting over the remnants
of America’s original sin of slav-
ery is abhorrent.”

Al Wakefield, a Rutland area
resident who works to pro-
mote the adoption of the Dec-
laration of Inclusion through-

out Vermont, said he shared the
NAACP’s view. The apparent
sale of the shackles is “not help-
ful” to the region’s efforts to
change the narrative, he said.

“That’s obnoxious — in some
instances is perhaps even emo-
tionally traumatic — for people
to see that kind of thing market-
ed with abandon in our commu-
nity,” Wakefield said.

In its letter, the local NAACP
branch said it recognizes the
importance of historic preserva-
tion and that such items may be
considered antique collectibles.
But, the organization continued,
“careful consideration must be
taken when displaying tools and
weapons used in the oppression,
torture, and captivity of Black
peoples.”

Schultz said selling these
items for adornment in a house
or other facility without contex-
tualizing it promotes the legacy
of slavery and the “horrors” that
come with it.

“These artifacts, they belong
in museums, they belong in ethi-
cal educational institutions and
places in which proper educa-
tion is addressed regarding this
abhorrent time in our nation’s
history, and to sell them actually
just perpetuates profiting off of
this legacy,” Schultz said.

Given the “racial reckoning”
the nation has undergone in the
years since a white police officer
murdered George Floyd in Min-
neapolis in May 2020, Schultz
said she is hopeful the latest pe-

tition will lead to change.

“I hope,” she said, “that they
may have a different perspective
this time and make the neces-
sary changes to their rules and

be brave enough to say, ‘“We’re
not going to allow these things to
happen in our town because we
want all people to feel welcome
and safe.’

THE RUTLAND AREA NAACP wrote a letter to the Vermont
State Fairgrounds' board of trustees criticizing the organization
for permitting the sale of what appeared to be slave shackles.

Photo courtesy of the Rutland NAACP
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Miris Phatas

Can you identify any of the people in these vintage photos from
Mim Welton’s Dateline Brandon newspaper archives? Let us know!

E-mail ads@brandonreporter.com
if you can identify someone

in these photos.
Or call us at 247-8080

Terry Ferson recognized the picture of the Old Fox
Little League Team of Brandon; the man in the back
row on the left is Mark Bryant of Brandon. The man
in the back row on the far right is Dick Haverlick of
Middlebury. The girl in front of Dick is Amy Bryant
who is Mark Bryant's niece.

Jude Bryant called in to recognize some of these
people as well. The photo of the Old Fox Little
League team, was taken about 39 years ago. The
man on the left is Mark James Bryant. The girl to
Mark's right is Lisa Stevens. Next in the back row

is Dick Rouseau and the man to his right is Dick
Haverlick. The girl in front of these two men is Amy
Bryant. Amy is the daughter of Jude and Patrick Bry-
ant. The photo was taken in Sudbury, Vermont at the
Bryant's house.

Terry Ferson of Brandon called to recognize Connie
Lee of Brandon on the far right in the pink shirt.

Harold Adams called in to identify his mother as the
lady seated front and center of the the photo. Flor-
ence Adams, who lived in Brandon. The gentleman
directly to her left, with his hand on the chair, is Har-
old Adams of Brandon. Harold is now 96 years old.

- %




Crossword

CLUES ACROSS

1. One point north of due west

4. Indigenous peoples of
northern Scandinavia

9. Popular California/Nevada
lake

14. Go quickly

15. Fatty acid in soaps

16. Brand of fuel stations

17. State of fuss

18. Romance novelist

20. Members of a household

22. Asserts to be the case

23. Type of infection

24. With metal inlays

28. Chinese philosophic
principle

29. Early multimedia

30. Employee stock ownership
plan

31. He investigated Clinton
administration

33. Shells

37. Six

38. Snakelike fish

39. Capital of Kenya

41. Influential group (abbr.)

42. Used to chop

43. It comes as a case

44. Challenges

46. Small amounts

49. The Golden State

50. Peyton’s little brother

51. For walking in Alaska

55. Buddhist honorific titles

58. Lively ballroom dance

59. Capital of Albania

60. Late night host

64. Draw from

65. A way to utilise

66. One who is not native
Hawaiian

67. A power to perceive

68. Bulky

69. Horse mackerels

70. Proclaim out loud

Sudoku
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CLUES DOWN

1. Hits

2. Bathroom accessory

3. Young

4. Beef cattles

5. It's often in soap

6. For each

7. Innermost membrane
enveloping the brain

8. A way to leave

9. Emaciation

10. Punish with a fine

11. Steeds

12. Having eight

13. Greek goddess of the dawn

19. Mature reproductive cells

21. Armadillo species

24. Ancient country in what is
now Romania

25. Extreme greed

26. Stars

27. Poems

31. Places to sit

32. One from the Lone Star State

34. Small rails

35. One quintillion bytes (abbr.)

36. Where coaches work

40. Indicates position

41. Mammals

45. Resembling a wing

47. Beliefs

48. Hindu male religious
teachers

52. Mischievously

53. Where athletes want to end
up (abbr.)

54. Large, deep-bodied fish

56. Horned squash bug genus

57. Excessively sentimental

59. Shared verbally

60. You can put it on toast

61. Data mining methodology
(abbr.)

62. Resinlike substance secreted
by certain insects

63. Mauna Hawaiian volcano

—;

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 |11 12 |13
14 15 16
17 19

20

23 25 26 |27

31 |32

38

30
36 37
41
44 |45

42

46

51

4 50
55

34 |35
9
59
62 |63

60 |61

65 67

68 70

Here's how a sudoku
puzzle works:
Sudoku puzzles are

formatted as a 9x9 grid,
broken down into nine

3x3 boxes. To solve a
sudoku every row, every 3
column and every box

must contain the numbers 9

1 through 9. Each number

must appear only once
in each row, column and

box. Figure out where to
fill in the missing numbers 1
by using the numeric

clues already provided 2
in the boxes. The more

numbers that are filled
in, the easier it gets to

solve .

Puzzle solutions
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Visit the Rutland County Humane Society’s Website!

Do you want to keep up-to-date on upcoming events at the Rutland County Humane Society (RCHS)? Do you want to
make an online donation? Are you looking for a complete list of all of the adoptable animals? Are you searching for
pictures of adorable alumni animals? All of this and lots more can be found at the Rutland County Humane Society’s
website, www.rchsvt.org. The website is updated nearly every day and there’s terrific information about every aspect of
RCHS including donations, volunteers, adoptions, stray animals, links to other shelters and more. For quick and easy
access, add www.rchsvt.org to your list of favorites! Check us out - you'll be happy you did!

1 COULD BE THE NEW FRIEND YOU'VE BEEN LOOKING FOR!

MEET MIA
TYEAR-OLD. FEMALE. PUG MIX. BRINDLE.

Mia may be small, but she makes up for it with her sweet and spunky personality. She is
very playful and loves to be around people. She seems to love everyone she meets and
loves to bring you her squeaky toys. She is a very vocal dog and likes to bark when she
hears people or other dogs barking. We do not have a history of her with kids or cats.
She has lived with other dogs, did fine, and loved to play.

MEET CRIMSON

4-MONTH-OLD. SPAYED FEMALE. DOMESTIC SHORT HAIR. GREY TIGER.

If you are looking for an energetic ball of energy, please consider checking out Crimson
and our other kittens. They are goofy and playful and ready to keep you entertained.
They have all been spayed/neutered and have received their age-appropriate vaccines.
It will be important to get them into your vet shortly after adoption to ensure they stay
up to date on their vaccines. They are all using the litter box well at the shelter. They
play with toys and their friends’ tails! They enjoy being handled and are anxious to find
their forever homes.

RUTLAND COUNTY
HUMANE SOCIETY

802-483-6700 + WWW.RCHSVT.ORG
765 STEVENS RD. ¢ PITTSFORD

v’ o ]

ADOPTION CENTER OPEN
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY.

>
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Adult Fiction

The Foundling by Ann

Leary

When Mary Engel turns 18
in 1927, she gets a job as a
secretary at the “Nettleton
State Village for Feebleminded
Women of Childbearing Age.”
She's immediately ent ral?ed
by her new employer, Dr. Alg—
nes Vogel, who was the only
woman in her class in medical
school. Mary soon learns that a
friend from the orphanage she
stayed at for a time is one of
the inmates. She remembers
Lillian as a free-spirit, but not
troubled. Lillian  begs Mary
to help her escape, alleging
the institution is not what it
seems. What happens next
sets off a series of events with
life-altering consequences.
A dark study into the history
of Eugenics, inspired by true
events relayed by the author’s
grandmother.

Where the Sky Begins by

Rhys Bowen

London, 1940. Bombs are
falling across the country.
Josie’s overbearing husband
is unreachable, having been
called to service. Her home, in
ruins. Her boss, killed. When
Josie's injured with no place to
go, she finds herself evacuated
to the country home of aris-
tocratic Miss Harcourt, who's
reluctantly agreed to house her
and other displaced survivors.
Strugglin? to find a place in
the world, Josie convinces

'Off the Shelf

New books at the Brandon Free Public Library

Did you know?
Reading logs for kids
and adult bingo sheets

are due back August 31st

and prizes will be drawn

September 1st. Lots of
time to get your sheets

in!
\ /

Miss Harcourt to let her open a
tea shop for the locals and the
lonely soldiers stationed at the
nearby RAF base. It's then that
she meets Mike, a handsome
Bilot from Canada who's har-

oring a secret. Her husband
returns, and a series of events
leads them to discover there
may be a traitor in their midst.
A story of love, loss and hope
set against the backdrop of
WW2.

Hide: A Novel by Kier-

sten White

An  abandoned  amuse-
ment park, and a ton of cash.
Spending a week there hidin
doesn't seem too hard, an
the prize is enough to set up
her dream future. Mack is sure
she can survive the week, she's
an expert at that- it's the rea-
son she's alive and her family
isn't. But as her competitors
begin to disappear one by one,
she realizes there's something
sinister going on, and the only
way to survive may be to team
up with her competitors.

Young Adult

Heartstopper- graphic

novels by Alice Oseman
Charlie and Nick attend the

same school, but have never

met. One day they're made to
sit together. The
come friends, and soon Charlie
is falling hard for Nick, even
though he doesn't think he
has a chance. But love works
in surprising ways, and Nick is
more interested’in Charlie than

either of them realize. A story

of love, friendship, loyalty and
mental illness.

Junior Fiction

Endlessly ever after :
pick ?{our path to count-

less fairy tale endings!
A story of Little Red Ridin
Hood, Jack, Hansel, Gretel,

Sleeping Beauty, Snow White,

a wolf, a witch, a goose, a
grandmother, some pigs, and
endless variations by Laurel
Synder Grab your basket and

your coat. Put on some walk-

ing shoes. Turn the page and
begin: Which story will you
choose? Readers become
Rosie (aka Little Red Riding
Hood) and through a series

of choices will try to save her
fairy tale friends. A number

of endings and decisions will
make this a favorite with kids
and parents alike.

quickly be-

ARIES March 21-April 20

Listen to the people around you as well
as your inner voice this week, Aries. With
all the information at hand you can make
some difficult decisions with confidence.

TAURUS April 21-May 21

Taurus, it may prove challenging to figure
out where inspiration will come from
next. Rather than seeking it out, wait for
things to unfold more organically.

GEMINI May 22-June 21

Gemini, do not be afraid to think outside
the box this week. The stars are spurring
you in a particular direction that could
}nfﬂuence various components of your
ife.

CANCER June 22-July 22

Ideas come from where you least expect
them this week, Cancer. Keep your eyes
wide open and pay attention to all
conversations so you can be attuned to
any clues.

LEO July 23-Aug. 23

Leo, seek the path not often taken this
week, even if it seems long and winding.
Sometimes the most direct way to go is
not the easiest - even if it seems that way.

VIRGO Aug. 24-Sept. 22

Virgo, you have a strong urge to start one
project or another that can be used as a
steppingstone to a promotion. Run your
ideas by someone you trust.

LIBRA Sept. 23-Oct. 23

Libra, big financial decisions are loom-
ing. A little restraint now can pay big
dividends down the road. The rewards
will be worth it.

SCORPIO Oct. 24-Nov. 22

Scorpio, you can be effective and efficient
when you're in your element. Others will
attest to that this week after they see you
in action. Enjoy the attention.

SAGITTARIUS Nov. 23-Dec. 21
Sagittarius, professional motivation is
easy to muster this week. Embrace your
extra energy and put it to good use at
work. Others will take notice.

72> WEEKLY HOROSCOPE

CAPRICORN Dec. 22-Jan. 20
Capricorn, let your emotions rather than
your intuition guide you this week. That's
not something you hear often, but it's for
the best right now.

AQUARIUS Jan. 21-Feb. 18
Aquarius, even though you have little to
no work to do this week, the stars indicate
you will be busy nonetheless. Enjoy any
down time you can muster.

PISCES Feb. 19-March 20

Few signs understand the importance of
building a strong foundation as well as
you, Pisces. Start crafting a new relation-
ship this week.

SLELELELELELSL &L

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS

Aug. 25 Elvis Costello,
singer-songwriter (68)
Katherine Johnson,

NASA mathematician (d)
César Milan, dog trainer (53)
Ai Weiwei, artist, (65)

Aug.29 Temple Grandin, scientist (75)
Aug.30 Mary Shelley, author (d)

Aug. 31 Iltzhak Perlman, violinist (76)

Aug. 26

Aug. 27
Aug.28

Police wrangle renegade
cows on Champlain Street

BRANDON — The week of
Aug. 15 brought a series of inci-
dents involving suspicious activity,
intoxication, and domestic violence
to the Brandon Police Department,
along with some renegade cow ac-
tivity.

After a few traffic stops on the
morning of July 15, police received
a report of a suspicious drone hov-
ering near a residence on Deer Run.
Callers described the drone as white,
24 inches wide/long, with four rotor
blades. It disappeared shortly after
the resident made the complaint.

A woman came into the station
midday to speak with an officer
about an ongoing abusive relation-
ship she had been in. More suspi-
cious activity was reported in the
afternoon at Café Provence on Cen-
ter Street, where juveniles were re-
portedly jumping on the business’s
roof. Police determined to increase
patrols in the area to dissuade fur-
ther incidents.

In the evening, Jiffy Mart on
Grove Street reported that a pos-
sibly intoxicated woman had def-
ecated on the business floor. She
had departed by the time police
arrived and was not located. A few
hours later, police returned to Café
Provence, where juveniles were re-
portedly throwing rocks off the roof.
The responding officers checked the
area but could not locate the juve-
niles in question.

Around 7 am. On August 17, a
motor vehicle left the scene of an
accident after crashing through a
fence on Forest Dale Road and driv-
ing through the back yards of three
homes on Spellman Way. The inci-
dent is being investigated.

Two separate requests for aid in
domestic violence situations arose
On August 18. First, a couple came
into the Police Department request-

Brandon

Police Report

ing information on how to apply for
a restraining order against one of
the party’s ex-spouses. The subjects
were directed to the Rutland County
Court in Rutland City to apply for
the order. Soon after that, a woman
came into the station requesting
information on how to apply for
a restraining order against her ex-
husband.

Later in the day, police were
called to a parked SUV on Center
Street because of a dog left in the
car. The responding officer located
the vehicle and determined that
all the windows and sunroof were
open for ventilation for the dog, and
the dog was not found to be in any
distress. The dog’s owner was lo-
cated inside the restaurant and was
advised of the complaint. She then
removed the dog from the vehicle
and brought it to the cafe.

In a seesaw of intoxication and
domestic violence calls during the
early morning of July 20, police
arrested Brianna Brayton, 22, of
Castleton, for domestic assault after
police were called to an apartment
on Mulcahy Drive for a report of
a woman allegedly assaulting her
boyfriend. She was released on a
citation and court conditions to ap-
pear before Rutland County Supe-
rior Court, Criminal Division, on
Aug. 22, at 12:30 p.m.

Close to noon, police received a
report of a male with mental health
and alcohol abuse issues who asked
a female acquaintance for help in
pushing his vehicle out of a ditch on

(See Police report, Page 19)

A 44-Year Middlebury Tradition of

Trusted & Caring Dental Excellence!
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For most insured patients. Call for details.
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Police report

(Continued from Page 18)

Carver Street. The male was evalu-
ated by EMS for possible injuries
and refused transport.

In the afternoon, a male advised
police of an alleged verbally abu-
sive domestic relationship in Bran-
don. The male refused to provide
any names of the parties involved.
Still, he advised that he would con-
tact the police department if he re-
ceived any further information or
if he felt the matter needed further
police investigation.

A little more than two hours later,
police received a call from a resi-
dent of Carver Street advising that
her neighbor, possibly intoxicated,
was screaming for help. Upon in-
vestigation, police determined that
the neighbor needed a lift assist and
ultimately refused rescue evaluation
or transport to the hospital.

Renegade cows struck in the late
afternoon of July 21. Having es-
caped their pasture, the cows were
wreaking havoc on Champlain
Street. Police managed to wrangle
them home without further incident.

In other activities, Brandon Po-
lice:

On August 15

* Made motor vehicle stops on
Grove Street for speeding and de-
fective equipment. Warnings were
issued in both cases.

* Received a late report of a
drone hovering over a private resi-
dence on Deer Run Road.

* Assisted a woman who came
into the station to speak with an of-
ficer about an ongoing abusive rela-
tionship she had been in.

» Took fingerprints for school
employment and a soccer coaching
position.

* Responded to suspicious ac-
tivity reported at Café Provence on
Center Street regarding juveniles
jumping on the business’s roof.

* Conducted drone deployment
training at the Brandon Police De-
partment.

* Responded to a report of a pos-
sibly intoxicated individual at the
Jifty Mart on Grove Street.

» Responded to a report of a ve-
hicle swerving on Route 7 traveling
north past Champlain Farms. The
vehicle had recently been stopped
in Pittsford, and the operator was
reported sober. Officers attempted
to locate the vehicle, but it was gone
upon a check on the area.

* Responded to a report of juve-
niles throwing rocks off the roof of
Cafe Provence on Center Street.

On August 16

* Assisted Colchester Police in
issuing a citation to a suspect in-
volved in an investigation they were
conducting.

» Took fingerprints for school
employment and a nursing school
student.

* At a family member’s request,
a welfare check was made on a ju-
venile female residing at a residence
on Morning Dove Lane. An active
investigation was opened involving
the child’s welfare.

* Made a property at a residence
on Wheeler Road.

* Received report that an indi-
vidual’s tires were stolen by the
neighbor. The case is still under in-
vestigation.

On August 17

* Conducted routine property
checks at Union Street Grocery on
Union Street, a residence on Wheel-
er Road, 802 Spirits in Conant
Square, and Hawk Hill Bait and
Tackle on Franklin Street.

* Responded to an accident on
Spellman Way in which a vehicle
had left the scene.

 Assisted Castleton Police in
the service of a citation on a juve-
nile residing in the Town of Bran-
don.

* Atthe request of a father, made
a welfare check on his children,
who are currently residing with his
ex-wife on Moming Dove Lane.
Contact was made with the mother
and the children, and they were all
found to be okay.

On August 18

* Made a motor vehicle stop
for a stop sign violation on Center
Street and issued a warning.

* Received a report of an alarm
activation at Neshobe Golf Club on
Town Farm Road. The alarm com-
pany canceled the alarm, so no po-
lice response was necessary.

* Investigated an untimely death
reported at a residence on Brook-
dale Street. The cause of death is
believed to be of natural causes.

* Received report of theft of a
handgun and backpack from a ve-
hicle parked in Conant Square.

» Took multiple sets of finger-
prints for school employment.

* Assisted a couple wishing to
apply for a restraining order.

* Assisted a woman who re-
quested information on how to ap-
ply for a restraining order.

* Responded to a report of a dog
left unattended in an SUV on Center
Street.

* Served multiple court orders
on behalf of the Addison County
Family Court at a residence on
Morming Dove Lane.

* Documented a report of a tem-
porary registration plate taken off a
vehicle on West Seminary Street.

* Made a motor vehicle stop for
failure to yield to the right of way
in traffic on Franklin Street at Park
Street and issued a warning.

* Responded to a motor vehicle
complaint on Wood Lane. A vehicle
was stopped for an equipment vio-
lation, and the operator was issued a

warning

e Made traffic stops on
McConnell Road at Birch Hill Road
for failing to display a rear license
plate and possible DUI on Park
Street. The driver was sober and
struggling with directions to a loca-
tion.

* Took a complaint from a busi-
ness on Grove Street. The incident
is open and presently under active
investigation.

On August 19

» Received report of a burglary
in progress at the vacant Cattails
Restaurant on Grove Street with
possible suspects inside. The re-
sponding officers found a glass/
screen window removed from the
screened-in porch on the side of
the building. The building was
checked. No evidence of a break-in
was found, and no one was located
in the area.

» Received report of suspicious
activity on Grove Street at Brandon
Self-storage. The investigation is
ongoing.

* Responded to a report of a mo-
tor car operating without lights on
at night on Route 7 heading south-
bound through Brandon. The ve-
hicle was located and stopped by an
officer on patrol. The operator was
an elderly female who didn’t real-
ize that her lights had been off and
did not have the headlight switch
turned on while driving. The officer
instructed the operator to adjust her
lights so they came on automati-
cally and then sent her on her way
without further incident.

 Conducted a foot patrol around
Grove Street due to a recent theft in
the area. No out-of-the-ordinary ac-
tivity was observed.

On August 20

+ Assisted Rutland City Police,
Rutland County Sheriffs, and Ver-
mont State Police with a vehicle
pursuit originating in Rutland City
that ended in Pittsford. The operator
was stopped and taken into custody
without further incident.

* Arrested Brianna Brayton, 22,
of Castleton, for domestic assault at
a residence on Mulcahy Drive

* Received a report of suspi-
cious vehicles parked on the front
lawn of the Forest Dale Wesleyan
Church on Forest Dale Road. The
vehicle belonged to a neighbor and
was moved with no issues.

* Received a request for as-
sistance from the manager of the
Neshobe Golf Club on Town Farm
Road in escorting a male from the
premises due to past threatening be-
havior to other players at the club.
The matter was handled civilly be-
tween the manager and the individ-
ual when he arrived for his tee-time.
No police action was needed.

(See Police report, Page 21)
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REAL ESTATE

Views in All Directions

WhittakerRealEstate.com 802-247-6633
(802)236-9076(T) (802)236-9075(C)
Tom@WhittakerRealEstate.com
Top of the Hill, Brandon, VT

Mt. Pleasant Building Lots
Fiber Optic Cable Available

Plan for tomorrow by securing your future home site
now. 17 lots ready for your new ‘energy efficient’
home. 3/4 to 1 Ax with all utilities & enjoying
gorgeous mountain & pastoral views. Located in the
quaint village of Brandon with art galleries, shops,
shopping & professional services. Convenient to
Middlebury & Rutland & 45 min. +/- to Killington,
Pico & Middlebury Snow Bowl. Ski, hike, bike &
enjoy nearby lakes. Owner/Broker/Developer.Prices
starting at 49,000

We’ve Moved to
14 Mt. Pleasant Dr. Brandon
Same phone: 802-247-6633
Same People - Same Expertise
802-236-9075 (C); 802-236-9076(T)

CHECK OUT OUR LISTINGS ONLINE

REAL ESTATE

Impressive 2-story commercial building with 6,614 sq. ft. This meticulously
maintained building was entirely renovated in 2007. Features a spacious
commercial kitchen, office space, conference room, and a yoga/pilates room.
All rooms are large and bright with ample lighting and natural light. The building
is well insulated, with a state of the art heating system with radiant heat and
3 separate Buderus Logamax furnaces. ADA compliant with a lift/elevator, 4
restrooms, ample paved parking, 3 bay garage and a spacious backyard. There
are a multitude of potential uses for this building. Located in Historic Brandon
Village. A great investment opportunity offered at $425,000

802-236-9112

Wendy @ RoweRealEstate.com

RoweRealEstate.com

Make the dream of home ownership a reality.
We can help. Contact us today or apply online.
Kerry D. Mazzariello | V.2, Sr. Community Lender | NMLS #216188

National Bank
=8 of Middlebury

Serving Vermont Communities Since 1831

Pamner EQUAL

EOE FDIC "2\BERW

nbmvt.com ¢ 1-877-508-8455
Bank NMLS #403372
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Get your business noticed! ONLY $10/week!

Ad design included in price.
Call The Reporter today at 802-247-8080 or email ads@brandonreporter.com

usiness

& Service
Directory

Accounting

LAURIE L. BERTRAND
Certified Public Accountant

Bookkeeping & Payroll Services
Individual & Corporate Tax Preparation
Experience You Can Count On /

4 Carver Street, Brandon * By Appt. Only
465-8362 « fax 465-8438

Accounting

Sharon L. Stearns, CPA, PLLC

Accounting, Tax & Consulting Services

Individuals, | Bookkeeping
Small Business Payroll & Tax Return
& Non Profits | Quickbooks Preparation
P. O. Box 22, 900 Pearl Street, Brandon, VT 05733
sharon@stearnscpa.com ° www.stearnscpa.com

(802) 247-8300 By Appt. Only

Tax Planning

Auto Body Shop

Auto Repair

Hair Salon

Certified Collision Experts

‘ I-m AllMakes and Models
[ Y

Working with all
Certified Technicians Insurance companies
(802) 388-9961

Mon-Fri8am-5pm
2196 Rt 7 South,
Middlebury
stonecdjr.com

Hometown Service from
Your Hometown Dealers!

Servicing all makes and models G

Factory-Trained Technicians STONE
G Stone Motors Stone
36 Boardman St., Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram
Middlebury 2149Rt7So., Middlebury
(802) 388-6718 (802) 388-9961

gstonemotors.com stonecdjr.com

P
& SHEILAS
2 HAIR STYLING

Cuts, Colors, Wash & Sets

Men, Women & Children &”
Walk-Ins Welcome P\
‘\

Accepting New Clients
NN NS
3 Franklin St. | Brandon, VT | 802-247-6829

Contractor

Events, Meetings ¢ Functions

fichuilders.com

« Full service general
contractor
« Turn key construction

FJC « Kind knowledgeable staff

802.310.1986
One call does it all

Christopher Netelkos
cnetelkos@fjchuilders.com < Sudbury, Vt.

O
o e

BRANDON INN

One Stop for your Unique and Memorable Events
Family Reunions « Baby Showers
Wedding Shower/Rehearsal Dinners/Receptions
Celebrations of Life « Pool and Theme Parties
Full Catering and On-Site Liquor License

Excavating

“Make A Little History of Your Own”

, Brandon, Vermont « (802) 247-5766 | fw
email: events@brandoninn.com « BrandonInn.com

1963 —— Celebrating Over 50 Years —— 2022

arkowshi

Excavating, Inc.

RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL « INDUSTRIAL
Dozers. Excavators. Heavy Hauling.

Top Soil. Gravel. Sand.

P.O. Box 69 Florence, VT 05744
Phone: (802) 483-6469 Fax: (802) 483-6978

Home Care

QM&\/}? o 24 Hour Personal Care
I][m@@ re e [m « Home Cooked Meals

« Private Rooms

o RN Overviewed

o Exceptional Staff

o Medication
Management

o Daily Activities

o Transportation &
Hospice Care Provided

Residential Care Home
Level Il « ERC Care « State Licensed

Keep Your Loved Ones Close to Home

Please call for info 802-247-5987
3 Union Street
and 360 New Road
Brandon, VT

Owners, Mary and Mike Jensen

Massage

Plumbing & Heating

Clarlotid Biskes

MASSAGE THERAP

Destress your body and rejuve
with the gift of touch.
Therapeutic ¢ Soft Tiss
Swedish/Eslan & Cu
Certified and regist

28+ years of experien

Heat Pumps

TKJﬁ/m\ﬁ'i and Heat Pump

PLUMBING & HEATING Water Heate i
Kitchen & Bathroom Remodels

New Construction ® Outdoor Faucets
Family-owned and operated.

We return phone calls!

Tony Johnson
Brandon, VT(802) 345-1110 * (802) 345-3201

Restoration

Disaster Recovery, Inc.

24/7 Emergency Services Covering Vermont
www.DisasterRecoverylnc.com

» Water Damage Drying/Clean Up

» Mold Remediation

« Carpet Cleaning & Deodorization
« Smoke and Sewage Cleaning
Service

877-765-6340

Fully insured & certified

Storage Containers

STORAGE CONTAINERS
Rentals & Sales
Delivered To Your Location
Safe & Secure - Water Tight
Great for Seasonal Storage,

Renovation Projects
or Job Sites

Water Delivery

Residential Water delivery
for Swimming Pools and Wells

Call (802) 247-5748




Energy committee

(Continued from Page 5)
bled in North America. Then, half
of the tax credit amount is restricted
to EV manufacturers that use grad-
ually increasing critical minerals
used in making EV batteries from
North America or the U.S.’s free
trade partners. This cannot be met
now and might be a difficult hurdle
for EV manufacturers as these min-
eral requirements start to apply.

There are two other provisions
that may affect our town quite fa-
vorably:

One is that municipalities and
non-profit organizations that have
previously been unable to benefit
from tax-credit programs on so-
lar installations will be able to get
equivalent cash rebates on solar in-
stallations that they pay for.

Second, funding will be available
for innovative local community
conservation and renewable energy
projects. It has been projected that
the criteria for these grants will take
a few years to be developed, but we
will be preparing to take advantage

Police report

of this funding for Brandon when
the time comes.

One bonus note: The State of
Vermont has approved the issu-
ance of $250 to $400 rebates on the
purchase of e-bikes by Vermonters
age 16 and over. This opportunity
will last as long as the $100,000 al-
located for this has not been used.
In addition to e-bikes being a highly
affordable mode of transportation,
the State sees this as positive for the
environment and health in general.

(Continued from Page 19)

* Responded to the report of a
male with mental health and alcohol
abuse issues needing help pushing
his vehicle out of a ditch on Carver
Street.

» Received information about an
alleged verbally abusive domestic
relationship in Brandon.

* Received a call from a resident
of Carver Street advising that her
neighbor was screaming for help.

* Received a report of a scam
on Facebook Marketplace selling
puppies out of a residence on Indian
Springs Drive.

* Received a complaint of a
barking dog on Barlow Avenue.

The dog was not located, and no
further calls were received regard-
ing the barking.

On August 21

* Returned escaped cows on
Champlain Street toothier enclo-
sure.

* Made a traffic stop on Union
Street at the intersection of Twin
Oaks Drive and issued a warning to
the operator.

* Assisted Middlebury EMS
with a medical incident on Sunset
Drive.

* Along with Brandon Fire De-
partment, responded to a fire alarm
activation on Bryant Circle. The

Fire Department determined the
alarm to be false.
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Kubota Tractor, JD Dozer & Farm Equip.

@ SIMULCAST AUCTION

Thursday, September 8 @ 10AM
4904 VT-22A, Addison, VT
« Kubota M-6800 w/ Loader

Preview: Day of Sale
« ‘74 Honda XL70 Motorcycle

| « ‘78 Penn Yan 22’ Boat

| ‘06 Gulfstream 28’ Camper

« Custom Carls Hot Dog Cart

« 30’ Gooseneck Trailer

« Custom Carl’s Hot Dog Cart

| « Antique Wagons & Carts

« Transplanters, Harrows, Plows

7 # Sprayers, & More Farm Equip.
AND MUCH MORE!

NAA THOMAS HIRCHAK COMPANY
e THCAuction.com ¢ 800-634-SOLD

Items include:
« JD Model 550B Dozer

LET US HELP YOU MAKE YOUR
GARAGE SALE A GREAT SUCCESS!

PATRICIA MOORE OF the Brandon Area Toy Project de-
livered gift cards to teachers at Neshobe School, Otter
Creek Academy, and Sudbury school this week in support
of teachers who often spend their own money to make
education exciting. From Left: Michelle LaFlam, Patricia
Moore, Jennifer Buzzell, Christina Charbonneau, and Sue
Danforth.

4]

IF YOU SPEND OVER $10 YOU RECEIVE:

* PRE-PRICED LABELS
* SALES RECORD FORM
* TIPS FOR A SUCCESSFUL SALE

" REPORTER

58 MAPLE ST. MIDDLEBURY | FRONTDESKEADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM
QUESTIONS? CALL SADIE @ 802-388-4944

* 3 HEAVY DUTY ALL-WEATHER SIGNS
¢ A 20-WORD CLASSIFIED LINE AD IN

Photo by Kate Lufkin THE PAPER & ONLINE FOR 2 ISSUES

SUBMIT YOUR BIRTH,
ANNIVERSARY,
OR WEDDING
ANNOUNCEMENTS

news(@brandonreporter.com
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Clean energy

(Continued from Page 4)

Congress have kicked the door
wide open for Vermont to re-es-
tablish itself as a climate leader
by making renewable energy,
weatherization of our homes,
and non-fossil fuel-burning
consumer goods so much more
affordable. It’s now up to Gov-
ernor Scott to agree to work
with the Vermont Legislature to
take the important next step in
2023: committing Vermont to
reach a 100% renewable energy
goal, with much of this generat-
ed right here in Vermont. This

action would revitalize the once
thriving in-state clean industry
jobs while ensuring we met our
critical clean energy goals and,
importantly, make Vermont
once again a leader in the fight
against climate change.

Peter Sterling is the Execu-
tive Director of REV, the voice
of Vermont’s renewable energy
business community who, are
working to eliminate our reli-
ance on dirty fossil fuels by in-
creasing the use of renewable
energy andbuilding a clean en-
ergy economy.

TRI

a team player!

including:

¢ Life Insurance

Position Requires:

« Attention to detail

* Bus detailing

FORMERLY ACTR & STAGECOACH

$1,000 SIGNING BONUS

Fleet Maintenance Technician

Are you interested in doing valuable work that supports
our community and environment?

Tri-Valley Transit (TVT) has been providing critical trans-
portation needs for community members for more than 25
years. The essential function of the position is to ensure
TVT vehicles are mechanically sound, safe, and clean.

Join our Operations Team and work in one of Addison
County’s best equipped, modern, and spacious facilities,
designed with mechanics in mind! This position works a
day shift, Monday-Friday, 40 hours per week. We seek a
motivated individual with a desire to learn new skills and be

We offer a competitive salary and excellent benefits,

* 24 paid days off to start (Holidays & PTO)

* 100% employer paid health insurance for the
employee + funds towards deductible (HRA plan)

* Retirement plan with employer match

* Long & short-term disability insurance

 Access to low-cost dental and vision insurance

* Employee Assistance Program

 Uniform and footwear allowance

* Annual CDL and DOT Medical Certificate payments
» Annual tool stipend

» Ongoing training opportunities

¢ Basic Maintenance Technician skills

» Experience with tires, brakes, exhaust, and other
preventative maintenance

* CDL Class C with Passenger Endorsement,

* Onsite CDL training available for the right candidate

* Ability to lift 50lbs & push/pull 75lbs

» Must have a good selection of automotive tools,
specialty tools will be provided

Please visit https://www.trivalleytransit.org/job-openings/
for more details and to complete our application in addition
to submitting your resume for consideration of employment.
Submit resume via email to: kirstie@trivalleytransit.org.

Employment is contingent upon passing required background
checks and pre-employment drug testing.

TVT is an AA/JEEO Employer

VALLEY

TRANSIT

PASANG: IN THE Shadow of Everest, directed by Nancy Svendsen, was one of two international
film award winners at the Middelbury New Filmmakers Festival.

MNFF

(Continued from Page 15)
screening and participate in the
Q&A that will follow.

AICEF is a New York City-
based 501[c][3] not-for-profit
corporation founded in 1971.

INDEPENDENT
DIGITAL W}MJ’ irg

FIRST IMPRESSIONS ARE
MAKE YOURS

Independent Digital Marketing Services:

Post to your company’s social media pages ®

Monitor & respond to customer reviews

Update your business info across
dozens of channels

All'in one easy-to-use platform!

DIGITAL@ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM 802-388-4944

The Foundation is devoted to
fostering closer cultural and
educational ties between the
people of the United States and
the Republic of Indonesia.

As part of its mission to
bridge this cultural gap, AICEF
supports film screenings, music
performances, art exhibitions,
and symposiums by organiza-
tions of distinction whose pro-
grams benefit and appeal to a
wide range of audiences. The
AICEF provides overseas re-
search grants in addition to its
cultural grants. More informa-
tion about the organization can
be found at http://www.aicef.
org/.

The 8th Annual Middlebury
New Filmmakers Festival will
take place August 24-28, 2022,
in Middlebury, Vermont. In-
formation about the Festival is
available at https://middfilm-
fest.org/. MNFF is a 501[c]
[3] non-profit organization. The
16th Annual Bali International
Film Festival will take place in
June 2023, and information is
available at https://www.bali-
nale.com/.

S —
BSCRIBE

THE BRANDON
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Annual subscription
for just $45.
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MONTPELIER — The Ver-
mont Attorney General’s Office has
reached an agreement in principle
with opioid maker Endo over its
role in promoting the opioid crisis.
Endo, an Ireland-based drug maker
with U.S. headquarters in Pennsyl-
vania, makes generic and branded
opioids, including Percocet and En-
docet, and Opana ER before it was
withdrawn from the market in 2017.

The settlement will require Endo
International plc and its lenders to
pay up to $450 million to participat-
ing states and local governments,
turn over millions of documents re-
lated to its role in the opioid crisis
for publication, and bans the mar-
keting Endo’s opioids forever.

The announcement regarding
Endo marks the third settlement
the Attorney General’s Office has
reached with opioid makers since
July, when it announced agreements
in principle with Teva and Allergan.
To date, the Office has negotiated
more than $100 million in opioid
settlements for Vermont.

“Every Vermonter has been
touched in some way by the opi-
oid crisis,” said Attorney General
Susanne Young. “No settlement
amount will ever be enough. The
Attorney General’s Office will con-
tinue to do everything in its power
to hold the bad actors who pro-
moted and profited from this crisis
accountable.”

The agreement in principle with
Endo, which filed for Chapter 11
bankruptcy protection Tuesday
night in the Southern District of
New York, resolves allegations that

Classifieds

GARAGE SALE

ESTATE SALE. - 625 Bardon
Drive, Route 30, Cornwall.
Antiques, tools, lamps, artwork,
dishware, canoe, couches, chairs,
bureaus and many more interest-
ing items. Lots of great deals. Free
items Sunday. Saturday, August 27,
Sunday August 28, 10am-4pm. Rain
or shine. Cash only.

HELP WANTED

STORE MANAGER - needed
for CDL Bristol store in VT. We
offer health insurance, Vacation
and 401K. Please Contact Han-
nah.Jacobs@cdlusa.net for more
information.

FOR SALE

FOR SALE: HONDA - self-
propelled gas lawn mower in
Middlebury village. Two years old.
$600 new. Asking $385. Call 802-
989-5773, please leave message.

Endo boosted opioid sales using de-
ceptive marketing that downplayed
the risk of addiction.

The resolution, which is contin-
gent on final documentation and
Bankruptcy Court approval, in-
cludes the following:

* Requires payment of $450 mil-
lion in cash over 10 years to partici-
pating states and subdivisions.

* Requires Endo to turn over its
opioid-related documents for publi-
cation online in a public document
archive and pay $2.75 million for
archival expenses.

* Bans the marketing of Endo’s
opioids forever.

In addition to Vermont, the ne-

HELP WANTED

gotiations are being led by Maine,
Massachusetts, New Hampshire,
Pennsylvania, Tennessee, and Vir-
ginia.

The settlement is also joined by
the attorneys general of Arizona,
Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware,
the District of Columbia, Hawaii,
Idaho, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kan-
sas, Kentucky, Michigan, Minne-
sota, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska,
Nevada, New Jersey, North Caro-
lina, North Dakota, Rhode Island,
South Carolina, South Dakota,
Utah, Washington, Wisconsin, Wy-
oming, and the U.S. Virgin Islands.

DENTON & SON

WASTE SERVICES
DENTON & SON IS HIRING!

We are looking to fill 2 positions immediately:
« CDL truck driver- Full-time position

» Non CDL driver- Part-time position
Must be able to lift 50lbs consistently
And have a clean driving record.
Competitive pay offered.

Call our office to set up an interview: (802) 247-8340

uest Relations - Front Deg

O

oL

BRANDON INN

“Make Some History of Your Own”

Do you like dealing with the public?
Join our great staff to help manage
reservations, greet and check in guests, answer
questions and requests and play a key role in
offering a wonderful guest experience.

Taking applications to fillimmediate shifts
at the Inn’s Front Desk.

For an application and to schedule an interview
email: mail@brandoninn.com.

No phone calls please.

Brandon Inn * 20 Park Street * Brandon Vermont
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Opioid maker Endo settles for up to $450 million Brandon SB

(Continued from Page 2)

three votes is required to make
a decision, and Mr. Hopkins
noted that the next step would be
to reach out to the Secretary of
State’s office for guidance.

In other news, the selectboard:

* Accepted an invitation to join
IDEAL Vermont, a state program
focused on inclusion, diversity,
equality, action, and leadership
that will “create a coalition of
Vermont municipalities dedi-
cated to advancing racial and
other forms of equity... through
shared learning and tangible ac-

tions.” According to Vermont’s
Executive Director of Racial
Equity Xusana RT. Davis, Bran-
don was invited because “it has
demonstrated a willingness to
confront and overcome inequity,
including racial/ethnic inequity,
through actions such as the adop-
tion of the Declaration of Inclu-
sion.” Brandon was among the
first towns in Vermont to adopt
the declaration, which can be
read in full at https://vtdecla-
rationofinclusion.org/read-the-
declaration/

Middlebury
Ski Club Director

The Middlebury Ski Club, located in
Middlebury, VT, is looking to hire a new
Director of Operations for the 2022-2023

season.

Since 1956 the MSC has taught thousands of young
athletes the skills they need to become excellent skiers and ski racers, many of
whom have gone on to become NCAA racers, Olympians and World Champions.
Atthe heart of the MSC s our children and the goal to help them fulfill their
potential while also trying to keep skiing and ski racing as affordable as possible.
This is done through the immense support of a dedicated group of coaches,
parents, The Middlebury Snow Bowl and our greater community.

This is a year-round, part-time position (15-20 hours/week) with the majority

of the work between October and March. Qualified applicants should have ski
racing experience and need to be able to work well with children. This position
requires strong organizational skills and attention to detail. Interested applicants
should have good communication, leadership and motivational skills along

with the ability to Interview, hire and assist in training new coaches. This is an
excellent opportunity to become part of a robust skiing and ski racing culture
that fosters a family and community connection at one of New England's most

intimate and respected mountains.

Link to Position on Middlebury Ski Club website:
www.middleburyskiclub.org/director_of_operations.
Interested applicants should contact
Holmes Jacobs at holmesmjacobs@gmail.com.

Application deadline is Sertember 15th.

We are also accepting applications for A

pine Ski and Race Coaches!

Addison County
Parent/Child Center

Do you want to work with families, youth, and young
children? We are seeking people to join our dynamic team,
providing support to young families through
center and home-based services.

Positions available:
Outreach Worker
Childcare Teacher/Parent Educator
Kitchen Program Coordinator
Great team support, generous benefits, professional
development, as well as close collaboration with other
community agencies, fun work environment, a minimum
of a Bachelor’s degree in a related field is required.
These are full time positions, total hours negotiable.
Please send a resume and cover letter,
along with 3 references to Donna Bailey
at dbailey@addisoncountypcc.org.
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Several local organizations among American Rescue Plan
Act grant recipients in support of older Vermonters

RUTLAND — Southwestern
Vermont Council on Aging (SV-
COA) announced Monday, Aug.
22, that it had awarded more than
$66,000 in supportive grants to
12 different aging services com-
munity organizations throughout
Bennington and Rutland coun-
ties recently made available
through the American Rescue
Plan Act 0of 2021 (“ARPA”).

“SVCOA, along with the oth-
er Vermont Area Agencies on
Aging, was able to offer ARPA
grant funding intended to sup-
port community projects and ini-
tiatives that align with the core
objectives of the Older Ameri-
cans Act and will make a posi-
tive impact on older Vermonters
throughout our service area,”
said Chris Adams, Development
and Communications Direc-
tor with SVCOA. “We fielded
a strong, diverse collection of
grant applications and are very
pleased to be able to support all
12 applicant organizations with
grant funding.”

To be eligible for ARPA fund-
ing, proposed projects and activ-
ities needed to meet Older Amer-
ican Act requirements that funds

be used to support: low-income
older individuals; low-income
minority older individuals; older
individuals with limited English
proficiency; older individuals
residing in rural areas; focused
development of resources to
help build greater service capac-
ity and advance the development
and implementation of compre-
hensive, coordinated systems of
service to older adults; and ini-
tiatives that are able to provide
quality, data-based outcomes in
correlation with grant invest-
ment.

The following organizations
and initiatives have been award-
ed grant funding via the South-
western Vermont Council on
Aging and the American Rescue
Act Plan of 2021:

Bennington County Meals
Program—information technol-
ogy infrastructure upgrades to
better support meal coordination
and delivery for older Vermont-
ers in Bennington County.

Bennington Free Library—
creation of a dementia-friendly
book collection to be acces-
sible to families, skilled nurs-
ing and long-term care fa-

cilities, and other community
organizations serving memory-
challenged adults.

Bennington Project Inde-
pendence—information  tech-
nology infrastructure upgrades
to support the hybridization of
adult day services and increase
participant accessibility to adult
day programs and activities from
both home and congregate set-
tings.

Brandon Senior Meals by
Brandon Senior Center—con-
tinuation of free community
lunches and monthly brunches
that support older Vermonter nu-
trition and socialization needs.

Castleton Senior Center and
Castleton Community Seniors—
handicap accessibility building
improvements to encourage in-
creased attendance at Castleton
Senior Center for those with mo-
bility issues, as well as greater
attendee satisfaction.

Come Alive Outside—fur-
ther development of the Mile-
A-Day walking program
available to 2,000 older Ver-
monters in Rutland and Ben-
nington counties. Mile-A-Day
is a walking challenge that

encourages individuals to es-
tablish and track healthy walk-
ing habits, creates a stronger
social network for older Ver-
monters, and helps participants
become more comfortable utiliz-
ing technology.

Neighbor to Neighbor—fur-
ther development of assistance
for older Vermonters in south-
western Vermont around trans-
portation to medical appoint-
ments, help with shopping and
errands, assistance around the
house and yard, friendly visits
and phone calls, and monthly so-
cial gatherings to keep residents
engaged in their community.

Poultney Young at Heart Se-
nior Center—facility improve-
ments around refrigeration and
food management, and delivery
infrastructure to increase service
capacity and meet rising demand
on Poultney Young at Heart Se-
nior Center.

RSVP & The Volunteer Cen-
ter—creation of a walking club
in each town in Rutland County
to support the overall well-
ness and socialization of older
Vermonters across the Rutland
County region.

Rutland Free Clinic—in-
creased provision of influenza,
pneumonia, and shingles vac-
cinations to vulnerable older
Vermonters residing outside of
healthcare-assisted facili-
ties throughout Rutland Coun-
ty and lack the ability to pay
for this important preventative
care.

Rutland Housing Author-
ity (SASH)—increased monthly
breakfast and lunch meal support
for residents of Rutland Housing
Authority and the SASH pro-
gram.

Vermont Farmer’s Food
Center—development of “Eat at
Home,” a new pilot project that
will target older, low-income,
nutritionally  at-risk  Rutland
County residents who have lim-
ited access to fresh food but can
still cook for themselves. As a
locally-sourced food program,
“Eat at Home” will distribute
fresh, local produce to partici-
pants to help improve their over-
all health and wellness and will
also assist with meal preparation
and planning through recipe sug-
gestions and additional advise-
ment.

Addison County’s Hometown Dealer

Www.GSTONEMOTORS.COM

36 Boardman St.,
Middlebury VT 05753
802-388-6718
gstonemotors.com

2149 Rt 7 South,
Middlebury VT 05753
802-388-9961
stonecdijr.com
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