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GARDENING CORNER

Easy on the eyes and great for the 
bugs, bee balm is a low-mainte-
nance flower that shines during 
the summer months.

PG. 24

SHRINE MAPLE SUGAR BOWL
OV graduate Dylan Stevens-
Clark will take part in the up-
coming charity all-star football 
game as the top fundraiser on the 
team.

PG. 11

SUMMER READING

The Maclure Library held a sto-
rytelling presentation aimed at 
promoting literacy for kids in the 
Pittsford area.

PG. 14

BY STEVEN JUPITER
BRANDON—In our mo-

ments of crisis and panic, when 
we’re desperate for help and 
even fearing for our lives, we 
take for granted that a call to 
911 will bring assistance. We 
rely on those services—fire, 
police, medical—to provide 
the sense of safety that allows 
us to sleep at night. But those 
services are more fragile than 
we may realize.

 At The Reporter’s request, 

the leaders of the Brandon Fire 
Department (BFD) and the 
Brandon Area Rescue Squad 
(BARS) met to share their con-

cerns about current staffing 
levels and their long-term abil-
ity to provide adequate service 
to the Brandon community.

 BFD was represented 
by Chief Tom Kilpeck and 
Dunmore Hose Company Pres-
ident Kyle Hutchins. BARS 
was represented by Chief Andy 
Jackson and Board President 
Erin Kilpeck. [author’s note: 
Tom and Erin Kilpeck are mar-
ried.]

 “We’re consistently not sure 

if we’ll have the numbers,” 
said BFD Chief Tom Kilpeck, 
referring to the size of his 
crew. “We’ve got 23 people 
on the roster, but we can rely 
on maybe 15 or 16 of them to 
actually come out on calls. You 
really need at least 10 people to 

Brandon Fire and Rescue sound staffing alarm

THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE made their way to the Brandon Carnival over the 
weekend to take part in food, games, rides, and more. Clockwise from top left: 
Andy Gates and Andrew Cliver take a spin on the Tornado; Remmington Corey 
enjoyed a giant creemee with sprinkles; One for the Road came through with a 
country twang to a packed house on Friday night.� Photos by Mat Clouser and Chloe Fuller

(See Fire and Rescue, Page 2)

Brandon  
Carnival: All the 
fun of the fair




